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rejected.  —  Debate  on  the  addrefs  in  the 
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don's  motion. —  Proceedings  in  the.  committee 
on  the  Jiate  of  the  nation. — Fox's  motion  that 

vo  more  troops  befcnt  out  of  the  kingdom.  — - 

Similar  motion  by  the  duke  of  Richmond. — 
Burke  s  motion  on  the  employment  oj  favages. 
— Fox's fecond  r-  tion  refpecting  the  army. — 
Examination  oj  evidence  in  the  houfe  of 
lords.  — -  Rejblutious  moved  by  the  duke -of 
Richmond.  Motion  by  the  duke  of  Bolton 
refpecting  the  navy. —  Lord  North's  plan 
of  conciliation.  —  Approved  by  Fox  —  op~ 
pofed. — Progrcfs  of  the  bills  through  the 
houfe  of  commons.  —  Debated  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  — paffed.  — JMvtions  on  the  j  abject 
in  the  lower  houfe. 

»-piiE  king,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  d'e- 
■*•     clared  his  fatisfaeiion   in  having  recourfe 
to  the  wifdom  and  fnpport  of  the  legiflature, 
l°f  Nov\.  at  a  conjuncture  when  the    continuance  of  re- 

JvJeeting  or   ,     ,,.  *',  ,     1  n    r     .  .  _' 

parlia-  bell  ion  demanded  molt  icnous  attention,  lie 
mtnt'  had  faithfully  employed  the  powers  entrufted 
to  him  for  the  fupprefiion  of  this -revolt,  and 
hadjuft  confidence  in  the  conduct  and  courage 
of  his  officers;  but  it  would  be  neeeiiary  to 
prepare  for  fuch  further  operations  as  the 
contingencies  of  war,  and  obftinacy  of  the 
rebels,  might  render  expedient.  Foreign  powers- 
had  given  ftrong  afllirances  of  pacific  difpofi- 
tioiih  ;  but  the  armaments  of  France  and  Spain 
ftill  continuing',  he  had  confklerably  augment- 
ed the  naval  force  ;  being  firmly  determined 
never  to  difturb  the  peace  of  Europe,  though 
he  would  faithfully  guard  the  honour  of  the 
British  crown,  lie  lull  hoped  the  deluded  and 
unhappy  multitude  of  America  would  return  to 
their  allegiance  :  and  that  remembrance  of  what 

O  7 

they  once  enjoyed,  regret  for  what  they  had 

^  loir,  and  feelings  of  what  they  ftifiered,  under 
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the  arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  leaders,  would  chap. 
re-kindle  in  their  hearts  a  fpirit  of  loyalty  to   ^J^J; 
their  fovereign,   and   of  attachment  to  their     1777. 
mother-country  :  and  that  they  would  enable 
him,  with  the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  par- 
liament, to  accompliih,  what  he  ihould   con- 
fider  the  greateft  happinefs  of  his  life,  and  the 
greateft  glory  of  his  reign,  the  reftoration  of  • 
peace,  order,  and  confidence  to  the  American 
colonies. 

The   earl    of   Coventry,    pronouncing   the  Debate  on 
independence  of  America,    the   fall  of  Great  £££& 
Britain,  and  the  transfer  of  the  feat  of  empire  of  lords. 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  to  be  no  lefs 
certain  than  the  growth   of  herbage,  or  the 
afcent  of  flame,  rehired  the  addrefs,  advifmg 
the  houfe  to  feek  a  temporary  prefervaiion  by- 
making  a  virtue  of  neceility,  withdrawing  the 
fleets  and  armies,  and  declaring  America  inde- 
pendent. 

Such   fuggeftions,   inforced   by  fuch  argu-  Amend- 
ments,   could  have   made  no  imorefiion ;  but  nie"t,"ov; 

e  j.1        i         r  i>    1 1  ed  by  Jord 

the  attention  or  the  houie  was  powerfully  ex-  Chatham, 
cited  by  a  motion  of  amendment  from  lord 
Chatham,  defiling  the  king  to  take  the  mod 
i'peedy  meafures  for  reltoring  peace.  He  ex- 
preil'ed  the  ftrongeft  difapprobation  of  the  ad- 
drefs, and  the  fatal  meafures  which  it  approved. 
The  prefent  was  a  perilous  and  tremendous 
moment!  It  was  hot  a  time  for  adulation; 
the  ffnoothnefs  of  flattery  could  not  avail, 
could  not  lave  us  in  this  awful  and  rugged 
crifis;  it  was  neceffary  to  inllnut  the  throne 
in  the  language  of  truth,  Parliament  muft 
difpel  the  milts  of  dilution,  and  difplay,  in 
its  full  danger  and  true  colours,  the  ruin 
brought  to  their  doors.  It  was  cuftomary  for 
the  king,  on  fimilar  pceafiona,  not  to  lead,  but 
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chap,  to  be  guided  by  parliament;  to  afk  advice, 
xxxn.    and  not  dictate  to  the  hereditary  great  conn- 
1777-      cil  of  the  nation.     As  it  was  the  right  of  parlia- 
ment to  give,  fo  it  was  the  duty  of  the  crown 
to  afk,  counfel.     But  this  fpeech  tells  of  mea- 
fures  already  agreed  on,  and  cavalierly  defires 
concurrence.     It  talks  of  wifdom  and  fupport ; 
counts  on  the  certainty  of  events  yet  in  the 
womb  of  time ;  but  in  plan  and  defign  is  pe- 
remptory and  dictatorial.      "  Is  this,"  he  ex- 
claimed,  "proper  language?    Is   it   fit  to  be 
endured  ?     Is  this  high   pretention   to   over- 
rule   the    difpofitions    of    Providence    itfelf, 
and  the  will  and  judgment  of  parliament,  juf- 
tified  by   any  former    conduct,  or    precedent 
prediction?  No;  it  is  the  language  of  an  ill- 
founded  confidence;    a   confidence  fupported 
hitherto  only  by  a  fucceffion  of   difappoint- 
ments,  difgraces,  and  defeats.     I  am  aftonifhed 
how  any  minifter  dare  advife  his   majefty  to 
hold  fuch  language ;  I  would  be  glad  to  fee  the 
minifter  that  dare  avow  it  in  his  place.     What 
is  the  import   of   this  extraordinary  applica- 
tion, but  an  unlimited  confidence  in  thofe  who 
have  hitherto  mifguided,  deceived,  and  milled 
you?    It  is  unlimited;    delires  you  to  grant, 
not  what  you  may  be  fatisficd  is  neceflaiy,  but 
what  his  majefty's  minifters  may  chufe  to  think 
ib :  troops,  fleets,  treaties,    and   ilibfidies,  not 
yet  revealed. 

"  Can  the  minifter  of  the  day  expeel,  can 
parliament  be  thus  deluded  to  give,  unlimited 
credit  and  fupport  for  fteady  perfeverance  in 
meafures,  which  have  reduced  this  late  noiiiifli- 
ing  empire  to  ruin  and  contempt !  '  But  yefter- 
day,  and  England  might  have  ftood  againft 
the  world;  now  none  fo  poor  to  do  her  re- 
verence.'    The  word  of  a  poet  are  not  fiction  i 
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it  is  a  (liameful  truth,  that  not  alone  the  power  chap. 
and  ftrenffth  of  the  country  are  waiting:  and  xpg1, 
expiring,  but  her  well-earned  glories,  her  true 
honour,  and  fubftantial  dignity,  are  facriiiced. 
France  has  infulted  you  ;  ihe  has  encouraged 
and  fuftained  America:  and  whether  America 
be  wrong  or  right,  we  ought  to  fpurn  at  the 
officious  infult  of  French  interference.  The 
minifters  and  embafiadors  of  thofe  who  are 
called  rebels  and  enemies,  are  in  Paris :  in 
Paris  they  tranfacf.  the  reciprocal  interests  of 
America  and  France.  Can  there  be  a  more 
mortifying  infult?  Can  even  our  minifters 
fuftain  a  more  humiliating  difgrace  ?  Dare 
thev  relent  it?  Do  they  prefume  even  to 
Jiint  a  vindication  of  their  honour  and  the 
dignity  of  the  (late,  by  requiring:  the  difmiffal 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  America?  Such 
is  the  degradation  to  which  thev  have  reduced 
the  glories  of  England,  who,  bat  yeiterday-> 
gave  !avf  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

"  No  man  thinks  more  highly  than  I  of 
the  virtues  and  valour  of  Britjfh  troops  :  I  know 
they  can  achieve  any  thing,  except  impoihbi-. 
lities.;  and  the  conqueft  of  Fngliili  America 
is  an  imp.oilibili.ty.  You  cannot,  I  venture  to 
fay  it,  you  cannot  conquer  America.  What 
[s  your  pieient  fituation  there  ?  we  do  not 
know  the  word ;  but  we  know  that  in  three 
campaigns  we  have  done  nothing,  and  fuffered 
much.  Couqueft  ia  impofiible.:  you  may  fu  ell 
every  CNpcncc,  and  every  effort  ftill  more  ex- 
travagant Iv  ;  pile  and  accumulate  every  atfilt- 
ance  you  can  buy  or  borrow  ;  traffic  and  barter 
with  every  *little  pitiful  German  prince,  that. 
fells  his  fubjects  to  foreign  (hambles  ;  voir; 
,  i  a'ts  are  for  ever  vain  and  impotent;  doubly 
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chap,  fo  from  this  mercenary  aid  on  which  you  relv; 
xxxii.  for  jt  initates,  to  an  incurable  refentment,  the 
J777-  minds  of  vour  enemies.  To  over-run  them 
with  the  mercenary  fons  of  rapine  and  plunder; 
devoting-  them  and  their  pofiefiions,  to  the  ra- 
pacity of  hireling  cruelty  !  If  I  were  an 
American,  as  I  am  an  Englifhman,  while  a 
foreign  troop  was  landed  in  my  country,  I 
never  would  lay  down  my  arms;  never;  never; 
never ! 

"  But  who  is  -the  man  that  has  dared  to 
authorize  and  affociate  to  our  arms,  the  toma- 
hawk and  fcalping-knife  of  the  lavage  ?  To 
call  into  civil  alliance,  the  wild  and  inhuman 
favage  of  the  woods ;  to  delegate  to  the  mer- 
cilefs  Indians,  the  defence  of  difputed  rights; 
and  to  wage  the  horrors  of  his  barbarous  war 
againft  our  brethren?  Thefe  enormities  cry 
aloud  for  redrefs  and  punifhment ;  and,  unlefs 
done  away,  will  leave  an  indelible  ftain  on 
the  national  honour.  The  ftren°'th  and  charac- 
ter  of  our  army  are  impaired;  inferred  by  Ger- 
man allies,  with  the  mercenary  fpirit  of  rob- 
bery and  rapine,  familiarized  to  horrid  fcenes 
of  favage  cruelty,  it  can  no  longer  boaft  the 
noble  and  generous  principles  which  dignify 
afoldier;  no  longer  lympathize  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  royal  banner,  nor  feel  "the  pride, 
pomp,  circumftance  of  glorious  war,  that 
make  ambition  virtue  !'"  What  makes  am- 
bition virtue?  the  fenfe  of  honour.  But  is 
the  fenfe  of  honour  confiftent  with  a  fpirit  of 
plunder,  or  the  practice  of  murder?  Betides 
thefe  murderers  and  plunderers,  let  me  aft; our 
minifters,  what  other  allies  have  they  acquired? 
What  other  powers  have  they  affociated  to  their 
caufe  ?     Have  they  entered  into  alliance  with 
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the  kin";  of  the  gypijes?  Nothing  is  too  low  chap. 
or  too  ludicrous  to  be  confident  with  their  xxxn. 
counfels." 

Lord  Chatham  then  explicitly  {rated  his 
repugnance  to  the  independence  of  America. 
He  would  fanCtion,  with  his  warmeft  willies, 
the  ftruggle  of  free  and  virtuous  patriots 
againft  arbitrary  exactions,  but  a  claim  of  in- 
dependency, and  total  difconnecrion  from  Eng- 
land, as  an  Englifhman,  he  could  not  approve: 
it  was  incompatible  with  the  mutual  hap- 
pinefs  and  profperity  of  both.  America  derived 
arhilance  and  protection  from  us  ;  and  we  reap- 
ed from  her  the  moft  important  advantages  : 
ihe  was,  indeed,  the  fountain  of  our  we  dth, 
the  nerve  of  our  ftrength,  the  nurfery  and 
balls  of  our  naval  power.  "  It  is  our  duty 
therefore,"  he  laid,  "  molt  ferioufly  to  endea- 
vour the  recovery  of  thefe  molt  beneficial  fub- 
jecls  :  and  in  this  perilous  erifis  alone  can  we 
hope  for  fuccefs,  while  America  is  in  ill  humour 
with  France,  on  fome  points  that  have  not 
intirely  anfwered  her  expectations.  Let  us 
wifely  take  advantage  of  the  moment:  the 
natural  difpohtion  of  America  ftill  leans  towards 
England  ;  to  the  old  habits  of  connection  and 
mutual  intercft  that  united  both  countries. 

"  I  mean  to  propofe  a  eeiiation  of  hoitilities, 
as  the  firft  liep  towards  fo  defirable  a  work. 
If  this  meafure  is  approved,  I  fh all  fugged  a 
committee  to  connder  of  immediate  meafures 
for  empowering  commifiioners  to  treat  on 
fpecific  terms  :  and  if  America  mould  prove 
deaf  to  all  reafonable  overtures,  in  which  the 
prefervation  of  the  act  of  navigation  mould  be 
the  baiia,  then  it  will  remain  to  coniidcr  the 
propereft  compulfory  meafures.  I  think  I  might 
lately  pledge  myieif  that  fuch  an  offer  would 
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chap,  not  fail  to  fucceed.  Faction  reigns  in  fome 
T^J^J  Part  °f  America,  and,  probably,  fome  who  com- 
3777.  pofe  that  faction  would  not  fwerve  from  the 
claim  of  independency.  The  middle  colonies 
are  more  temperate,  and  they,  and  thofe  to  the 
fouthward,  if  they  had  the  fecurity  now  men- 
tioned, would  gladly  return  to  their  former 
ftate.  It  may  be  objected  that  no  fecurity  is 
offered  on  either  hand  for  performance  of  the 
itipulations,  mould  the  troops  be  withdrawn,  or 
the  levies  diibanded.  Security  is  to  be  obtained 
not  by  any  declarations  of  right  here,  or  afl'er- 
tions  of  it  there,  but  barely  by  operative  acls 
here,  confented  to,  acknowledged,  and  ratified 
by  the  feveral  aifemblies  in  America." 

Lord  Chatham  denied  the  difpofition 
of  foreign  powers  to  be  pacific  and  friendly, 
drew  a  deplorable  picture  of  the  weak  and  un- 
prepared condition  of  the  country.  "  Not  five 
thoufand  troops  in  England  !  Hardly  three 
thoufand  in  Ireland  !  Scarcely  twenty  mips  of 
the  line  fully  or  fuinciently  manned  for  any 
admiral  of  reputation  to  command.  The  river 
of  Lifbon  in  poneiuon  of  our  enemies  !  The 
feas  fwept  by  American  privateers  :  our  chan- 
nel torn  to  pieces  by  them  !  Weaknefs  at  home 
and  calamity  abroad,  terrified  and  infulted 
by  the  neighbouring  powers,  unable  to  act 
in  America,  or  acting  only  to  be  deftroyed  ! 
Where  is  the  man,  with  the  forehead  to  pro- 
mi  fe  or  hope  for  fuceefs  in  iiich  a  iituation, 
or,  from  perfeverance  in  the  meafures  that 
have  driven  us  to  it  ?  Who  has  the  forehead  to 
do  fo  ?  Where  is  the  man  ?  I  ihould  be  glad 
to  fee  his  face. 

"  You  cannot  conciliate  America  by  your 
prefent  meafures  ;  you  cannot  fubdue  her  by 
any  meafures.     What  then  can  you  do  ?    \<>u 

cannot 
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cannot  conquer,  you  cannot  gain,  but  you  can  chap 
addrefs  ;  you  can  lull  the  fears  and  anxieties  of  *J?^ 
the  moment  into  an  ignorance  of  the  danger  1777. 
that  ihould  produce  them.  But  the  time  de- 
mands the  language  .of  truth  ;  Ave  muft  not 
now  apply  the  flattering  miction  of  fervile 
compliance,  or  blind  complaifance.  To  fup- 
portajuft  and  neceffary  war,  to  maintain  the 
risrhts  or  honour  of  my  country,  I  would  ftrip 
the  fhirt  from  my  back  :  but  in  fuch  a  war  as 
this,  unjuft  in  its  principle,  impracticable  in  its 
means,  and  ruinous  in  its  confequences,  I 
would  not  contribute  a  fingle  effort  nor  a  fingle 
fnilling.  I  do  not  call  for  vengeance  on  the 
heads  of  thole  who  have  been  guilty.  I  only 
recommend  retreat;  let  them  walk  off,  and  let 
them  make  haite,  or  fpeedy  and  condign  puniih- 
ment  will  overtake  them.  We  have  been 
deceived  and  deluded  too  long  ;  but  let  us 
now  flop  fliort :  this  is  the  crilis,  may  be  the 
only  crilis  of  time  and  fituation,  to  give  us  a 
jx)  nihility  of  efcape  from  the  fatal  effecls  of 
our  deluiions.  But  if,  with  an  obftinate  and  in- 
fatuated perfeverance  in  folly,  we  meanly  echo 
back  the  peremptory  words  this  day  prefented 
to  us,  nothing  can  lave  this  devoted  country 
from  complete  and  final  ruin.  We  madly  ruin 
into  multiplied  miferies,  and  '  confufion  worfe 
confounded'."  a 

A  long  and  vehement  debate  enfued  ;  but 
the  exalted  character  of  the  fpeaker,  his  vene- 
rable age,  and  impreflive  dignity  of  manner, 
occauoned  thole  who  widely  diffented  from  his 
opinions,  to  treat  him  with  profound  and  flat- 
tering refpcct.      Lord  Sandwich,   exprelling  all 

a  In  abridging  this  fpeech,  I  have  Incorporated  (lie  report  published 
in  the  parliamentary  regifl  r,   with  that  prefervtd  by  Hugh  Boyd. 

Sec  his  works,  vol.  i.  p.  z8  ]. 
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chap,  thefe  fentimenls,  aifcrted,  that  when  the  matter 
xxxii.  urged  bv  lord  Chatham  ihould  be  fenarated 
i?77«  from  his  manner  and  oratorical  powers,  it  would 
be  found  to  contain  nothing  that  could  in- 
fluence the  houfe  to  ref'ufe  the  addrefs.  He 
difplayed  the  ftate  of  the  navy  in  moft  advan- 
tageous terms,  overbalanced  Britiih  lofies,  by 
enumerating  captures  from  the  enemy,  and 
contended,  that  ihould  France  and  Spain  en- 
tertain* hoftile  difpofitions,  the  Britiih  force 
was  far  fuperior  to  any  they  could  muirer. 
France  did  not  afford  unbounded  afliftance  to 
the  Americans;  but,  in  compliance  with  remon- 
strances of  the  Engliih  court,  had  iilued  or- 
dinances forbidding-  American  privateers  to 
enter  their  ports,  and  compelled  the  reftituHon 
of  prizes.  Urijuftifiable  tranfacfions  might 
have  taken  place,  but  the  time  was  not  yet 
come  for  demanding  full  reparation.  He  rea- 
dily agreed  in  lord  Chatham's  bails  of  conci- 
liation, the  fupremacy  of  the  mother-country, 
and  the  act  of  navigation ;  butdid  not  believe  his 
lordihip's  molt  fanguine  expectations  amounted 
to  an  acquiefcence  in  them  :  the  majority  of 
thofe  who  would  vote  with  him,  would  not 
adopt  thofe  fentiments. 

The  affertions  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  navy- 
did  not  meet  with  implicit  belief,  and  the  fir  it 
lord  of  the  admiralty  Mas  cautioned,  that  he 
made  them  at  his  peri!,  and  was  anfwerable  for 
their  truth.  Lord  Camden  analyzed  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  war,  declaring  that  if  hoitili- 
ties  were  profeeuted  to  the  hTue  of  this  alter- 
native, iliall  America  be  fubdued,  or  mall  the 
render  herfelf  independent  ?  he  ihould  favour 
independence,  becaufe  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  war 
would  not  only  fubjugate  America,  but  enilave 
England. 

In 
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Iy    this  difcuffion,  the    fnpporters  of  the   chap. 
amendment  fhewed  fuch  clivcriities  of  opinion    *J^ 
among  themfelves,  as  rendered  the  defence  of     1777. 
adminiftration  not  difficult.      Refpe&ing   the 
independence  of  America,  they  could  form  no 
common  principle  of  concord:  the  hopes  and 
terms    of  fubmil'lion  were   equally   doubtful  ; 
the  profpects  of  obedience,  and  limits  of  con- 
ceffion,  were  not  accurately  defined,  and  lord 
Chatham  was  fuccefsfully  affailed  on  the  dif- 
ference of  his  prefent  opinions,  from  thole  he 
had    maintained,    in   the    lalt   feffion,    on    the 
dignified  pofitkm  which  Great  Britain  ought 
to  aflume,  if  French  interference  were  fo  much 
as  intimated. 

In  one  point,  the  lords  in  oppofition  were  in  ohf«ra- 
perfccl  accord,  and   declaimed,   with  uniform  'j0115011 
violence,    the    employment    of   lavages,    and  employ. 
arming  naves  againft  their  matters.     The  duke  mem  of 
of  Richmond    ftyled   the   inhumanity  of  the  ' 
war,    mocking   beyond   defcription,    to  every 
feeling  of  a  chriftian  and   a  man ;  it  claimed 
the  vengeance  of  the  deity:  the  lavages  would 
not  only  torture  and  kill,  but  literally  eat  their 
prifoners.     The  ferocity  and  liccntioufnefs  of 
foreign  and  Indian  auxiliaries,   Mould  corrupt 
the  foldicrs  of  Britain.     Such  an  army,  on  its 
return,  might  totallv  fubvert  the  remains   of 
freedom.     If  difbanded,  the  foldicrs  would  be- 
come a  law  Ids  banditti  ;    if  kept  together,  a 
mod  dangerous  weapon  in  the  hands  of  minif- 
ters,  who  had   ihewn  fo   little  regard  to  the 
lights  of  freemen. 

Loed  Chatham  approved  thefe  obferva- 
tions.  "  The  houfe,  the  parliament,  the  nation 
at  large,"  he  laid,  "  dught  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  clearing  themfelves  of  that,  heavy 
Joad  of  black  and  bloody  imputed  guilt,  under 
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which  they  fuffer.  I  pledge  myfclf  to  fet  on 
foot  an  enquiry  into  the  it  ate  of. the  nation; 
and,  as  one  of  its  leading  objects,  I  mall  en- 
deavour to  difcover  who  were  the  authors  and 
advifers  of  letting  loofe  thofe  blood-hounds 
and  hell-hounds,  the  lavages  of  America,  upon 
our  brethren.  I  hope  to  ftamp  a  proper  mark 
both  on  the  illegality  and  inhumanity  of  this 
fatanic  meafure;  and,  I  truft,  I  fhall  have  the 
pious  affiftance  of  the  facred  bench,  and  the  no 
lefs  confiitutional  and  efficacious  aid  of  the 
fajres  of  the  law,  to  drag  the  authors  into  broad 
day-light,  and  in  flier,  the  mo  ft  exemplary  and 
condign  puniihment." 

Lord  Suffolk  repeated,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans had  emiifaries  amongit  the  favages,  and 
would  gain  them  if  we  did  not ;  and  it  was  per- 
fectly juitifiable,  in  fuch  a  Avar,  to  ufe  every 
means  that  God  and  nature  had  put  into  ou* 
hands. 

"  I  am  aironiihed,"  lord  Chatham  exclaimed, 
indignantly  riling,  "I  am  mocked  to  hear  fuch 
principles  confeil'ed,  to  hear  them  avowed,  in 
this  ho  ufe,  or  in  this  country  :  principles  equal* 
ly  unconstitutional,  inhuman,  and  unchriftian  \ 
My  lords,  I  did  not.  intend  to  have  encroached 
on  your  attention  ;  but  I  cannot  reprcfs  my  in- 
dignation, I  feel  myfelf  impelled  by  every  duty  ; 
we  are  called  upon  as  members  of  this  houfe, 
as  men,  as  chriftian-tnen,  to  proteft  againftfuch 
notions  -{fending  near  the  throne,  polluting  the 
ear  of  majefty.  'That  God  and  nature  put  into 
our  hands:1  I  know  not  what  ideas  that  lord 
may  entertain  of  God  and  nature,  but  I  know 
that  fuch  abominable  principles  are  equally 
abhorrent  to  religion  and  humanity.  What! 
attribute  the  facred  fanction  of  God  and  na- 
ture to  the  inaflactes  of  the   Indian  fcalping 

knife, 
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knife,  to  the  cannibal favage,  torturing,  mur-   chap. 
deling,    roafting,    and    eating — literally,    my  ^'^j 
lords,   eating   the  mangled  victims  of  his  bar-     i-7l. 
barous  battles  !   Such  horrible  notions  ihock 
every  fentiment  of  honour  ;  they  ihock  me  as 
a  lover  of  honourable  war,   and  a  detefter  of 
murderous  barbarity.     Thefe  abominable  prin- 
ciples,   and  this  more  abominable   avowal   of 
them-,  demand  the  moft  decilive  indignation. 
I  call  upon  the  right  reverend  bench,  thole  holy 
minifters  of  the  gofpel,  and  pious  paftofs  of  our 
church  :  I  conjure  them  to  join    in  the  holy 
work,  and  vindicate  the  religion  of  their  God  : 
I   appeal  to  the  wifdom  and  the  law  of  this 
learned  bench,  to  defend  and  fupport  the j  uft ice 
ot*  their  country.     I  call   upon  the  bimops  to 
interpofe  the  unfullied  fanction  of  their  lawn  ; 
upon  the  learned  judges  to  interpofe  the  purity 
of  their  ermine,  to  lave  us  from  this  pollution  : 
I  call  upon  the   honour  of  your  lord  (hips,  to 
reverence  the  dignity  of  your  anceftors.  and  to 
maintain  your  own  :  I  call  upon  the  fpirit  and 
humanity  of  my  country,  to  vindicate  the  na- 
tional character  :  I  invoke  the  genius  of  the 
conititution  !  From  the  tapeftry    that  adorns 
thefe  walls,  the  immortal  anceftorof  this  noble 
lord,  b  frowns  with  indignation  at  the  diferace 
of  his  country.     In  vain  he  led  your  victorious 
fleets  againft  the  boafted  armada  of  Spain;  in 
vain  he  defended  and  eftablinhed   the  honour, 
the  liberties,  the  religion,  the  Proteftant  religion 
of  this  country,  ae'ainft  the  arbitrary  cruelties 
of  Popery,    and  the  inquiiition:  if  thefe  more 
than  popiih  cTuelties,    and    inquifitional  prac- 
tices, are  let  loole  among  us ;  to  turn  forth  into 

•»  Lord  Effingham. — Lord  EBjngliapi  Howard  was    lord  hi 
il    ol    BngUnd   a     inll  ilh  armada  j  .b      .'..-.    >a  of 

presented  :  '  ipeftry. 
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chap,  our  fettlements,  among  our  ancient  conneo 
xxxn.  tions,  friends,  and  relations,  the  mercilefs  can- 
nibal, thirfting  for  the  blood  of  man,  woman, 
and  child  !  to  fend  forth  the  infidel  fa v age, 
againit  whom  ?  againit  your  Proteitant  breth- 
ren ;  to  lay  wafte  their  country,  to  deiblate 
their  dwellings,  and  extirpate  their  name  and 
race  ;  with  thefe  horrible  hell-hounds  of  lavage 
war!  hell-hounds,  I  fay,  of  lavage  war.  Spain 
armed  herfelf  with  blood-hounds  to  extirpate 
the  wretched  natives  of  America;  and  we  im- 
prove on  the  inhuman  example  of  Spaniih 
cruelty ;  we  turn  loofe  thefe  favage  hell-hounds 
againit  our  brethren  and  countrymen  in  Ame- 
rica, of  the  fame  language,  laws,  liberties,  and 
religion;  endeared  to  us  by  every  tie  that  could 
fanetify  humanity.  This  awful  fubjeft,  fo  im- 
portant to  our  honour,  our  conftitution,  and  our 
religion,  demands  the  moftfolemn  and  effectual 
enquiry  :  and  I  again  call  upon  your  lordfhips, 
and  the  united  powers  of  the  ftate,  to  examine 
it  thoroughly  and  decilively,  and  to  ftamp  upon 
it  an  indelible  ftigma  of  public  abhorrence. 
And  I  again  implore  thole  holy  prelates  of  our 
religion,  to  do  away  thofe  iniquities  from  among 
us.  Let  them  perform  a  luitration, ;  let  them 
purify  this  houfe,  and  this  country,  from  this 
fin.  My  lords,  I  am  old  and  weak,  and  at  pre* 
lent  unable  to  fav  more;  but  my  feelings  and 
mv  indignation  were  tooftrong  to  have  faid  lefs: 
I  could  not  haveflept  this  night  in  my  bed,  nor 
repofed  my  head  on  my  pillow,  without  giving 
this  vent  to  my  eternal  abhorrence  of  fuel]  pre- 
pofterous  and  enormous  principles. ''c 

A  conversation  eni'ued,  in  which  it  was 
proved  by  the  avowal  of  lord  Townfhefid  and 

<  From  Boyd's  Work?,  vol.  i.  p.  305. 
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lord  Amherft  that  Indians  were  employed   in  chap. 
tiielaft  war,  by  both  the  French  and  Englim ;   3^iii" 
but  lord  Chatham,   while  he  allowed  the  fact,      *m* 
denied  that  the  meafure  had   been  authorized 
by  ad  mini  It  rat  ion. 

The  amendment  was  rejected/  and  a  ihort  AmsTlc*- 
iinimportant  proteft  was  ligned  by  only  two  "efted?" 
peers. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons   the  addrefs  was  Debate  in 
moved  by  lord  Hyde  and  feconded  by  Sir  Gil-  ^LlT* 

,«  .  »  t  or  coin- 

bert  Llhot ;  the  amendment  by  the  marquis  of  mens. 
Granby  and  lord  John  Cavendifh  :  the  mem- 
bers of  oppofitioh  no  longer  perfevered  in  their 
feceffion,  but  the  debate  afforded  no  circum- 
ftance  of  peculiarity  difiinguiming  it  from  that 
in  the  upper  houfe. e 

At  the  requeft  of  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  *«thifcrn. 
houfe  of  lords  was  called  on  a  motion  for  a  rathTE 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  na-  of  the  na- 
tion.    In  fupport  of  this  proportion,  the  duke  ^fedb 
obferved,  that  all  military  events  muft  equally  theho< 
contribute  to  render  a  termination  of  the  pre-  °n°ld*- 
fent  ruinous  war  delirable.  Should  brillant  fuc-  *dDec- 
cefles  annihilate  American  refinance,   we  muft 
frill  be  forry  to  fee  Englimmen  under  the  edge 
of  the  iVord,  and  governed  by  military  power. 
Difgrace   would   only    confirm    the    frequent 
predictions,  that  to  reduce  America  by  force  of 
arms  was  impoihble;  but  alternate  failures  and 
indecifiye    fucceffes    would    be  attended  with 
worfe  eonfequences,  by  tempting  further  hi. 
and  exnaufting  the  nation  hill  more  in  a  coa  ■ 
left  which,  from  the  nature  of  things,  could  not 
profper.  The  inquiry  would  be  extenfive;  it  in- 
cluded every  topic,  and  would  be  open  to  all. 
The  peculiar,  though   not   exclufive,  objects  in 
view  were  to  ftate  to  the  nation  the  expence  of 

d  S+  to  28.         c  The  diviiion  was  24.3  to  26. 
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chap,  blood  and  treafure  already  incurred;  to  inquire 
i^^i'    hi  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  the  meafures 
1777-      adopted  for  reftoring  peace.     He  fixed  the  fe- 
giauted.     cond  of  February  for  the  difcuflion,  and  that 
fufficient  information  might  be  obtained,  moved 
for  a  number  of  papers  relative  to  the  army, 
navy,    and    colonies,   to   which  the  duke    of 
Grafton   added  one  for  an  account  of  the  na- 
tional debt  during*  the  fevcn  preceding  years. 
Molt  of  thele  motions  were  granted  without 
opposition,  and  the  duke  of  Richmond  return- 
ed thanks  for  the  ready  compliance,  declaring 
his  caocrnefs  to  allow  merit  not  exceeded  bv 
his  determination  to  exprefs  cenfure  when  in- 
formation was  withheld. 
similar  Ox  the  fame  dav  Fox  introduced  a  fimilar 

committee  propoiition  pointing-  to  the  fame  -objects.  Manv 
by  the  collateral  inquiries,  he  laid,  would  arife,  and  if 
houii-of  itihould  appear  that  the  nation  was  in  a  bad 
itate,  and  the  late  and  prefent  meafures  of  ad - 
miniftration  had  reduced  it  to  the  extremity  of 

J 

which  he  was  apprehenlive,  a  new  fyftem  muft 
be  adopted,  and  new  minifters  appointed  ;  but 
if  the  contrary,  the  prefent  fyftem  ihould  be 
continued,  and  the  prefent  minifters  remain  in 
power ;  for  none,  he  was  allured,  but  the  prefent 
mi rii Hers,  could  proiecute  the  prefent  fyftem. 

The  motion  for  a  committee  was  carried 
without  a  diviiion  ;  but  lord  North  oppofed  a 
ftibfequent  demand  for  papers,  alleging  the  im- 
propriety of  making  dilcoveries  prejudicial  to 
the  true  interefts  of  the  country. 

Bu  rke  complimented  the  minifter's  candour 
and  generofity  in  agreeing  to  the  firft  motion  : 
but  compared  his  fubfequent  conduct  to  that 
of  a  man  who  executes  a  bond,  but  inferts  a 
defeazance  with  a  power  of  revocation,  retract- 
ing every  grant  he  had  made.  This  conduct 
7  reminded 
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reminded  him  of  the  fituatioti  of  Sancho  Panza    chap. 
in  the  government  ofBarataria;  a  table,  plen-    XX3P; 
tifully  provided,  was  placed  before  him,  but  on      1777. 
various  pretences  every  dim  was  removed,  and 
the   unfortunate  governor  obliged  to  difpenfe 
with  his  dinner. 

Dinning  contended  in  favour  of  the  de- 
mand ;  and  the  attorney-general  was  anfwer- 
in-fif  his  arguments,  when  intelligence  was  cir- 
culated  in  a  whifper,  that  the  very  papers  in 
queftion  were  granted  on  the  motion  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond.  Thurlow  was  for  a  mo- 
ment cufconcerted,  but  declared,  whatever 
mightbethe  conduct  of  miniiters,  he,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  never  would  give  his  vote  for 
king  public  the  circumltances  of  a  negotia- 
tion during  its  progrefs. 

Lord  Nortji,  lb  me  what  irritated  at  a  tri- 
umphant laugh  which  prevailed  among  the 
members  of  oppofition,  laid,  "Whatever  ef- 
fect the  anecdote  might  have  on  the  houfe,  he 
mould  adhere  to  his  former  opinion.  It  was 
diforderly  to  mention  the  decifions  of  the  lords 
in  order  to  influence  the  determination  of  the 
commons  ;  who,  as  an  independent  body,  mould 
not  change  their  fentiments  on  a  mere  unau- 
thenticated  report." 

Colonel  Ba r re'  bantered  the  minjfter  on 
the  unufual  circumftance  of  lofing  his  temper  ; 
and  Fox  laid,  the  only  argument  againft  com- 
plying with  his  motion  was  invalidated  by  the 
revolution  of  the  upper  houfe :  the  difclofure 
of  a  fecret  negotiation  was  no  longer  to  be 
dreaded,  for  no  fecret  could  now  be  kept.  He 
would  not  recede  from  the  literal  extent  of  his 
motion. f 

The 

f  Inthecourfe  of  this  fpeccli,  Fox,  with  confidcrable  pleafantry, 
compared  lord   George  Germaine  to   Dr.  Sangrado.     •«  For  two 

vol.  in.  c  years 
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chap.       The  debate  aiTumed  a  new  complexion  front 
xxxn.    a  judicious  fpeech  by  governor  Pownall.     He 

i777«  thought  the  papers,  from  the  eommifTion  down 
to  the  loweft  draft,  unworthy  of  attention,  lb  far 
as  refpected  the  fubject  of  peace.  Even  the  a6t 
of  parliament  was  of  no  import  to  that  point  ; 
for  it  did  not  empower  government  to  treat 
with  the  Americans  but  as  fubje6ts.  Inquiries 
had  been  made  whether  lord  Howe  had  power  to 
treat;  or  did  the  Americans  refufe?  Lord  Howe 
could  have  no  powers  to  negotiate  on  the  only 
ground  which  they  infilled  on  taking,  and  which 
they  refolutely  maintained  not  only  then  but  five 
months  afterwards.  When  general  Howe  had 
rimmed  his  campaign  of  17  76',  the  congrefs  in- 
truded their  commiffioners  at  the  feveral  courts 
in  Europe  to  give  afTurances,  that  notwithstand- 
ing: "  the  artful  and  iniidious  endeavours  of 
the  Britiili  court,  to  reprefent  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States  as  having  a  clii- 
pofition  again  to  fubmit  to  the  fovereignty 
of  England,  it  was  their  determination,  at 
all  events,  to  maintain  their  independence." 
Declaring  himfelf  as  much  uninfluenced  by 
party  connections,  as  he  had  been  nine  years 
ago,  when  he  predicted  the  precife  progrefs  of 

years  that  a  certain  noble  lord  has .  prefixed  over  American  affairs, " 
he  laid,  "  the  moft  violent  lcalping  tomahawk  meafures  have  been 
purfued :  bleeding  has  been  his  only  prescription.  If  a  people  de- 
privedof  their  ancient  rights  are  grown  tumultuous — bleed  them  '.  li 
they  are  attacked  with  a  fpirit  of  infurreclion — bleed  them  !  If  their 
fever  mould  rife  into  rebellion — bleed  them  !  cries  this  ltatephyiician  ; 
more  blood !  more  blood  !  (fill  more  blood  !  When  Dr.  Sangradp 
had  perfevered  in  a  fimilar  practice  of  bleeding  his  patients,  killing  by 
the  very  means  he  ufed  for  a  cure,  hi;  man  took  the  liberty  to  re- 
monftrate  on  the  necefiity  of  relaxing  in  a  practice  to  which  thou- 
fands  of  their  patients  had  fallen  iacrifices,  and  which  was  beginning 
to  bring  their  names  into  difrepule.  The  doctor  anfwered,  1  believe 
we  have  indeed  carried  the  matter  a  little  too  far,  but  you  muft  know 
I  have  written  a  book  on  the  efficacy  of  this  practice,  therefore,  though 
every  patient  we  have  mould  die  by  it,  we  muft  continue  the  bleeding 
for  the  credlt^f  my  book." 

American 
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American  refinance,  he  faid,  I  now  tell  this  houfe  chap. 
and  government,  that  the  Americans  never  will    xxxir. 
return  again  to  their  fubj.e6tion.     Sovereignty      *777« 
is  abolimed  and  gone  for  ever  ;  and  the  navi- 
gation act  annihilated.     Of  what  ufe  then  are 
thefe  papers  ?     Of  what  import  our  debates  ? 
Difputation  and  abufe  ma}' afford  amufement; 
but  neither  America  nor  England  can  be  bene- 
fited  by  fuch  difeuffions  in  this  preinng  crifis. 
Until  the  houfe  mould    be  difpofed    to  treat 
with    the    United    States  as   independent,  fo- 
vereign  people,  fehemes  or  plans  of  conciliation, 
whoever  might  fugge ft  them,  would  be  found 
unimportant. 

The  papers  were  refufed.5  Papers  re- 

Earlv  attention  was  paid  to  the  eftimates  :  ^th'tiat, 
tlic  number  of  feamen  was  fixed  atfixty  thou-  Eftimates. 
fand,  and  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  Ame- 
rica at  fifty-five  thoufand.  Thefe  votes  were 
not  parTed  without  fevere  animadverfions  on 
the  mode  of  conducting  everv  branch  of  the 
iervice. 

During    one    of    thefe    debates,    colonel  3d  Dec. 
Cane  interrogated   the  American  fecretary  of  Debatein 
(late,  what,  upon  his  honour,  was  become  of  0feCOm_e 
general  Burgoyne  and  his  brave  troops?  and  monson 
whether  he  had  not  received,  by  exprelfes  from  o{-B°rt 
Quebec,  information  of  his  having  furrendered,  goync's 
with  his  whole  army?  army* 

Lord  George  Germaine  profelfed  his 
deiire  to  give  the  molt  early  and  authentic  in- 
telligence of  any  tranfaelion  within  his  know- 
ledge; and  though  the  recital  mult  give  him 
pain,  he  avowed  the  receipt  of  exprelfes  from 
Quebec,  with  the  unhappy  intelligence ;  it 
was,  however,  unauthenticated,  and  he  could 

t  178  to  85. 
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chap,  not  declare  it  officially.  He  hoped  the  houfe 
xxxii.  wouici  fuipend  their  judgment  both  on  the  con- 
1777-  duet  of  the  general  and  the  minifter.  lie  was 
ready  to  fubmit  his  conduct  in  planning  the 
expedition  to  inveftigation  :  if  it  appeared  im- 
potent, weak,  antl  injurious,  let  the  cenfure 
fall  on  him 

Colonel  Barre'  thundered  forth  an  in- 
vective againit  the  cool  and  eafy  manner  in 
which  the  fecretary  of  irate  related  the  fate  of 
the  brave  Burgoyne,  and  his  affurance  in  in- 
finuating,  that  a  portion  of  cenfure  might  be 
imputed  to  the  general.  The  man  who  planned 
the  inconfiftent,  impracticable  expedition,  was 
alone  to  blame  ;  it  was  unworthy  of  a  Brit  if h 
minifter,  and  rather  too  abfurd  for  an  Indian 
chief.  This  precedent  was  followed  by  James 
Luttrell,  Burke,  T.  Townmend,  and  Fox. 

The  folicitor-general  reconciled  the  country 
gentlemen  to  the  difafter,  by  appealing  to 
Britim  magnanimity  in  diftrefs;  the  certain 
harbinger  of  victory.  Misfortunes  equally 
difcouraging  had  in  former  times  produced 
fubftantial  advantages :  at  Brihuega,  general" 
Stanhope  was  forced  to  furrender  himfelf  and 
his  army  prisoners  of  war;  yet  the  difgrace 
only  ferved  to  raife  an  enthuiiaftic  ardour, 
which  ibon  effaced  the  ftigma. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  no  man  had, 
from  the  beginning,  been  more  fincerely  de- 
iirous  of  peace ;  if  the  furrender  of  his  place 
and  honours  would  obtain  it,  he  would  cheer- 
fully refign  them ;  he  had  reluctantly  accepted 
his  ftation,  but  while  in  poffcffion,  he  would 
fupport  it  to  the  belt  of  his  power.  He  re- 
called the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  bufinefs 
of  the  day,    by  obferving,    that   whether  the 

defire 
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defire  of  peace  or  war  prevailed,  the  prefent   chap. 
fupply  was  absolutely  neceffary.  ^Pili} 

Loud  Chatham  introduced  the  fubjeel  in  »777« 
the  houfe  of  lords,  by  defeanting  on  the  dif-  Debated 
ference  of  the  fpeech  which  opened  the  feffion,  the  houfe 
and  the  intelligence  which  had  followed.  He  ot  loids- 
had  the  laft  fpeech  from  the  throne  in  his  hand, 
and  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  public  calamity  in  his 
heart :  they  would  co-operate  to  irrforce  and 
juftify  the  meafure  he  meant  to  propofe.  He 
was  concerned  to  fay,  the  fpeech  .contained 
an  unfaithful  picture:  it  exhibited  a  fpeeious 
outfide,  full  of  hopes;  while  in  fact  all  foreign 
and  domeftic  tranfactions  were  full  of  danger, 
and  calculated  to  infpire  melancholy  fore- 
bodings. It  was  cuftomary  to  offer  addreiTes 
of  condolence  on  public  misfortune,  as  well 
as  of  congratulation  on  public  fuccefs,  and 
he  never  recollected  a  period  at  which  fuch  an 
addrefs  could  be  more  feafonable  or  ncceifarv. 
He  lamented  the  difafterof  Burgoyne;  he  might, 
or  might  not,  be  an  able  officer  ;  but  probably 
his  fate  was  not  proportioned  to  his  merit :  he 
might  have  received  orders  which  he  could 
not  execute.  Neither  ihould  minifters  be 
prematurely  condemned  ;  they  might  have 
given  wife  initrucrions,  which,  although  faith- 
fully and  judicioully  fulfilled,  had  mifcarried. 
Many  events  cannot  be  provided  again  ft  by 
the  greatelt  human  forehght,  and  on  that 
ground  he  meant  to  frame  his  motion.  The 
lyi'tem  introduced  within  the  laft  fifteen  years 
at  St.  James's,  of  breaking  all  connection,  and 
extinguishing  all  principle,  had  enabled  a  few 
men  to  acquire  afeendencv  where  no  perfonal 
afeendenev  ihould  exift.  Thus,  to  pliable  men, 
not  capable  men,  was  the  government  of  this 
once  glorious  empire  intiul'ted.     The  ipirit  of" 

c  3  delufion 
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chap,  delufioii had  gone  forth;  the  minifters  bad  im- 
xxxir.  pofed  on  tlic  people;  parliament  had  been  in- 
1777.  duced  to  fanetify  the  impofition.  Falfe  lights 
had  been  held  out ;  the^-coimtry  gentlemen 
had  been  feduced  to  fupport  a  moil  deuruciive 
war,  under  an  imprefiion  that  the  land  tax 
would  be  diminifhed,  by  an  American  revenue. 
The  vifionary  phantom,  thus  conjured  up  for 
the  bafeft  of  purpofes,  that  of  deception,  was 
now  about  to  vaniih.  The  king's  fpeech 
abounded  with  abfurditv  and  contradiction. 
In  one  part  it  recommended  vigourous  mea- 
fures,  pointing  to  conquest,  or  unconditional 
fubmiflion  ;  while  in  another  it  pretended  that 
peace  Avas  the  real  object,  as  foon  as  the  de- 
luded multitude  fliould  return  to  their  alle- 
giance. This  was  the  groffeft  and  molt  infolent 
delufion.  By  this  ftrange  mixture  of  firmnefs 
and  pretended  candour,  of  cruelty  and  mercy, 
of  juftice  and  iniquity,  this  infatuated  nation 
had  been  milled. 

After  retracing  much  of  the  ground  oc- 
cupied  by  his  former  fpeeches,  and  infilling 
that  the  plan  of  penetrating  into  the  colonies 
from  Canada  was  a  molt  wild,  uncombined, 
and  mad  project,  he  dwelt  in  exaggerated 
terms  on  the  importance  of  America.  Thofe 
colonies,  he  argued,  had  occafioned  the  rife 
in  the  value  of  eftates ;  had  been  the  great 
fupport  of  this  country  ;  had  produced  mil- 
lions;  afforded  foldiers  and  failors  ;  given  our 
manufacturers  employment,  and  enriched  our 
merchants.  Minifters  had  infidioufly  betrayed 
the  country  into  a  war  with  America ;  and 
what  were  the  fruits  ?  Let  the  fad  cataftrophe 
of  Burgoyne  fpeak. 

His  lordfhip,  in  a  digreiTion,  adverted  to 
the  language  held  in  print,  and  in  that  houfe, 

by 
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by  a  molt   reverend   prelate,11    reprobated   the   chap. 
tory  principles  he  had  maintained;  and  trufted    ^^jj 
he  mould  yet  fee  the  day  when  thofe  pernicious      1777- 
doctrines  would  be  considered  and  treated  as 
libellous ;   they  were  the  doctrines    of  Atter- 
bury  and  Sacheverel ;    as   a   whig   he  mould 
never  endure  them;   and  doubted  not  the  au- 
thor would  fufter  due  cenfure  and  punithment. 
He  concluded  by  moving*  an  addrefsfor  copies 
of  all  orders   and  inftruefcions  to  general  Bur- 
goyne. 

This  motion  was  rejected  on  two  grounds; 
firft,  the  intelligence,  though  it  had  every  ap- 
pearance of  authenticity,  was  not  official  ; 
fecondly,  the  difclofure  of  all  inftruclions  to 
Burgoyne  might  betray  tranfa&ions  not  pro- 
per to  be  revealed,  and  prove  materially 
injurious  to  individuals.  If  it  was  true 
that  Burgoyne  was  prifoner,  the  terms  of  his 
releafe  were  equally  true  ;  and  his  return  to 
England  might  be  daily  expected.  His  own 
account  would  throw  more  light  on  the  fub- 
jecr,  than  the  molt  ample  information  in  the 
power  of  minifters  to  afford,  and  would  be 
obtained  in  a  morter  time  than  would  be  re^ 
quifite  to  felect  and  arrange  the  papers  de- 
manded. 

On  the  rejection    of  this   proportion,1  lord  LordChat- 
Chatham  moved  for   copies  of  all  orders  and  hamsni°- 

1  _  ■  tion  on  the 

treaties  relative  to  the  employment  of  Indian  employ. 
lavages,  and  of  the  inftructions  given  by  gene-  "ient  of 
ral  Burgoyne  to  general  St.  Leger.  The  nu- 
merous invectives  aorainft  the  ufe  of  thefc 
auxiliaries,  vented  fmce  the  beginning  of  the 
feflion,  had  excited  great  perlbnal  acrimony, 
and  the  debate  was  conducted  with  unufual  ran- 

*  The  archbifhop  of  York.      '  The  numbers  were  40  tp  19. 

c  4  cour. 


24  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND, 

chap.   cour.     Earl  Gower  having  accufed  the  mover 
Xxxn.    0f  inconfiftency,  in  reprobating  with  fo  much 
j 777-     afperity,   meafures  which  he  had  fancrioned  in 
the  lafr  reign;  lord  Chatham  denied  that  he 
had  ever,  in  his  official   capacity,  authorized 
the  employ    of  favages  ;  and  George    II.    he 
believed,  had  too  much  regard  for  the  mili- 
tary dignity  of  his  people,  and  too  much  hu- 
manity, to  agree  to  fuch  a  propofal.     He  ac- 
cufedlord  Gower  of  quibbling,  and  fpoke  con- 
ternptuoufly    of    his    means    of    information. 
What  right  had  he  to   comment  on   political 
proceedings  ?     Where  was  he  when  thefe  tran- 
factions  were  conducting  ?     Immerfed  in  plea- 
fure,  and  indulging  in  all  the  variety  of  difiipa- 
tion,  to  which  young  noblemen  were  too  apt  to 
devote  themfelves. 

Lord  Gower  retorted  thefe  unwarrantable 
liberties  of  fpeech,  with  great  heat ;  the  in- 
finuations,  he  faid,  were  illiberal,  unmanly, 
and  untrue.  In  fupport  of  his  affertion  relative 
to  lord  Chatham's  minifterial  conduct,  he  pro- 
duced, from  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  the 
recognition  of  a  treaty  with  an  Indian  nation, 
one  condition  of  which  was,  that  they  mould 
kill  and  fcalp  every  Frenchman  who  came 
within  their  country  ;  and  the  French,  he  ob- 
ferved,  were  not  more  hoftile  than  the  rebellious 
inhabitants  of  America. 

This  altercation  was  of  long  duration  ;  the 
warmth  of  lord  Gower  was  more  than  ade- 
quately encountered  by  the  poliflied  raillery 
and  dignified  farcafm  of  his  antagonift ;  but 
the  fact  in  debate  was  inconteftably  ascertained. 
Lord  Amherft  reluctantly  avowed,  that  he  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  French  in  employing 
lavages,  which  he  would  not  have  done,  with- 
out the  Sanction  of  exprefs  orders,  which,  with 

his 
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his  majefty's  permiftion,  lie  had  no  objection  to    xxxii 
produce.     Lord  Shelburnc  contended,  that  the  <j, 

orders  might  have  proceeded  from  the  board 
of  trade,  in  whom  the  fu peri n tendance  of  fuch 
treaties  was  vefted ;  but  this  presumptive  apology 
was  invalidated  by  lord  Denbigh,  who,  calling 
lord  Chatham  the  great  oracle  with  the  fhort 
memory,  obferved,  it  could  never  have  hap- 
pened that  he  who,  when  minifter,  had  always 
contended  for  guidance  and  direction,  ihould 
permit  fuch  an  intrufion  in  the  affairs  of  his 
own  office. 

Lord  Ditxmore  placed  the  exertions  of 
the  Americans  in  Virginia  to  employ  the  In- 
dians beyond  a  doubt,  by  relating  the  particu- 
lars of  a  conference  between  their  agents,  and 
fome  of  the  tribes,  when,  in  anfwer  to  their 
proportions,  an  indignant  chief  exclaimed, 
"  What !  mall  we  fight  againft  the  great  king 
over  the  water,  who  in  the  lait  war  fent  fuch 
large  armies,  and  fo  much  money  here,  to  de- 
fend you  from  the  devaluations  of  the  French, 
and  from  our  attacks  ?  No ;  if  you  have  fo 
little  gratitude,  we  will  not  affift  i'o  bafe  a  pur- 
pofe.  The  Virginians,"  he  added,  "thusdif- 
appointed,  dretfed  fome  of  their  ov/n  people 
like  Indians,  with  a  view  to  terrify  the  forces 
under  mv  command,  and  I  heartily  with  more 
Indians  were  employed ;  as  the  Americans 
far  exceed  them  in  barbarity."  He  then  ad- 
duced many  inftances  to  prove  that  the  coio- 
nifts  did  not  even  affect  humanity,  but  were 
moft  induftrioully  cruel,  moll  wantonly  inhu- 
mane. 

Lord  Chatham's  motion  was  negatived.11    Neg*iv*d 
After   the   tranfaciion   of   fome  ordinary  Ioth  Dec. 
bu(iaefs,  and  the  difcufiion  of  feveral  motions, 

k  +o  to.  j  8. 
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chap,   framed    only  for  the  purpofe  of  embarraffiiig 
xxxii.    adininiftration,  an  adjournment,  till  the  twen- 
1777.      tieth  of  January,    was  moved   by  lord  Beau- 
Adjourn-    champ   i)Ut  ftronoly  objected  to.     A  recefs  of 
hoafeof     uk  weeks  was  contuiered  highly  improper,  111 
commons,  fo  critical  a  fituation,  and   members  lliould  be 
alhamed  to  face  their  conftituents,  after  voting* 
a  neglect  of  their  interefts  at  this  momentous 
period.     Burke  propoled,  as  an  amendment,  to 
adjourn  only  for  a  week,    The  reply  of  minifters 
was  fhort  :    they  had  tranfacted  all  the  ufual 
bufmefs,  and  felt  no  apprehenfions  from  foreign 
powers,  no  material  progrefs   could   be  made 
in   the  field,    or   in    negotiation ;    and  if  any 
matter  of  importance  could  be  fuggefted,  the 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  to  whom 
it   fliould  be  addreilecl,  Mould  not  fit  till  Feb- 
ruary. 

These  reafons  prevailed,  and  the  amendment 
was  negatived. l 
nth  Dec.  The  motion  for  adjournment  was  no  lefs 
in  the  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  in  the  upper  houfe.  Lord 
loTd.^  Chatham,  with  grief  and  afioniihment,  heard 
it  made  at  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  the 
country  prefented  profpeefs  full  of  awe,  terror, 
and  impending  danger;  when  events  of  a 
111  oft  alarming  tendency,  little  expected  or 
forefcen,  would  ihortly  happen  ;  when  a  cloud 
was  ready  to  burft  and  overwhelm  the  nation 
in  ruin.  Could  parliament  truft,  during  an 
adjournment  of  fix  Av^eeks,  to  men  who  had 
occasioned  fuch  calamities  ;  when  perhaps  the 
utter  overthrow  of  the  kingdom  was  plotting, 
nay  ripe  for  execution,  without  almoft  a  poih- 
bility  of  prevention  ?  A  remonftrance  mould 
be  carried  to  the  throne.      The  king  was  de- 

1  1551068. 
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hided  by  his  miniftcrs ;  they  were  deceived  by   chap. 
falfe    information,    or  fan&ioned    fuppofitions    ^^ 
which  they  knew  to  be  untrue.     lie  treated  at      1777. 
large    of  the  ncceffity   of  domeliic    defence, 
intimating  the  certainty  of  approaching  dan- 
ger, and  defcanted  with  force  on  the  imprac- 
ticability of  reducing-  America;    the  delufive 
{peculations  on  that  i abject ;   the  fate  of  Bur- 
goyne's  army  ;  the  magnanimity  of  the  victors ; 
the  numerous  perils  which  threatened  the  king- 
dom ;  and  the  probability  that,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  fix  weeks,  the  noble  earl,  who  propofed 
the  adjournment,    would   have  juft  caufe   to 
repent  of  his  motion. 

The  adjournment  was  vindicated  on  the 
fame  grounds  as  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
with  the  additional  argument,  that  as  that 
branch  of  the  legiilaturc  had  acceded  to  the 
recefs,  no  advantage  could  accrue  from  a  pro- 
tracked  fitting  of  the  lords;  the  motion  was 
carried. m 

During  the  recefs,  both  minifterial  and  stateofthe 
oppofition  parties  difplayed  an  earneft  difpoii-  fnuinJ^ 
tion  to  conciliate  the  public,  and  fecure  the 
fuccefs  of  their  future  attempts  by  popularity. 
The  fenfation  occalioned  by  the  protraction  of 
American  refiftance,  and  the  unfavourable  in- 
telligence recently  received,  prefented  fome 
means  of  making  impreffions  unfavorable  to 
admin iftration,  which  were  eagerly  embraced. 
Before  the  meeting  of  parliament,  the  public 
began  to  long  for  peace ;  the  alarms  excited 
during  the  early  part  of  the  feffion  incrcafed 
that  inclination  to  a  pitch  which  feemed  to 
demand  gratification  without  regard  of  terms; 
the  '"mollifying  difafter  of  Burgoyne,  for  a  time, 
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increafed  the  clamour,"  but  the  predictions  of 
minifters,  that  the  public  fpirit  would  infure  a 
remedy  for  this  calamity,0  were  fpcedily  veri- 
fied. The  nation  feemed  anxious  to  make  off 
the  torpitude  of  deprefiion.  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, Edinburgh,  and  Glafgow,  each  raifed 
a  regiment ;  and  feveral  independent  compa- 
nies were  levied  in  Wales..  The  livery  of  Lon- 
don, and  corporation  of  Briftol,  refufed  to 
co-operate  in  thefe  laudable  efforts ;  but  the 
liberality  of  individuals  compenfated  for  the 
caution  of  the  chartered  bodies ;  large  funis 
were  fubfcribed  for  completing  thefe  patrio- 
tic levies,  and  fifteen  thoufand  foldiers  were  bv 
private  bounty  prefented  to  the  ftate. p 

The  ftores  of  liberality  were  not  all  poured 
out  in  the  caufe  of  the  country  :    a  complaint 
was  made,  and  became  the  fubjecl  of  a  motion 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that  the  American  prifon- 
ers  were    treated  with  lavage  inhumanity   in 
Britifh   prifons.      The  ftate   of  captives   ever 
affords  ready  grounds  of  complaint;    and  the 
manners  of  jailors  are  rarely  calculated  to  repel, 
by  prefumptive  evidence,  the  facts  adduced  ; 
vet  although  fome  night  inftances  of  ill  treat- 
ment,  refulting  rather  from  habitual  careleffnels 
than  malignant  defign,  might  be  fubltantiated, 
it  was  not  even   infinuated  that   government 
ordered   or   warranted  the  wanton  exercife  of 
power,  either  in  regard  to  food,  fuel,  or  pcrfo- 
nal  treatment.     To  alleviate  thefe  divtreffes,  a 
fubfcription  was  promoted  with  all  the  zeal  of 
party  ;  the  fum   raifed  was  not  abundant,  but 
the   complaints  immediately   ceafed,  and  the 


»  See  Gibbon's  Polthumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  529.  530. 

0  See  Lords  Debates,  5th  December  1777- 

P  Hiftory  of  Lord  North's  Adminii'.ration,  p.  295. 
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flibiCcI;  was  afterwards  flio-htlv  refumed  bv  lord    cha  p. 
Abingdon,  who,  after  ailiort  explanation,  with-    xxxii. 
drew  his  motion."1  1777. 

Lord  Chatham's  intimations  of  the  hof-  Condu&of 
tile  negotiations  in  France,  the  diffatisfa6tion  Ffance« 
of  the  American  agents,  and  the  poffibiiity  of 
frill  averting:  the  junction  of  the  Britim  colo- 
nies  with  the  natural  enemy  of  Britain,  were 
well  founded  ;  although  his  advice  to  prevent 
the  independency  of  America  was  not  prac- 
ticable. During  the  whole  fummer,  the  pre- 
valence of  the  American  caufe  became  more 
and  more  difcernible  in  France,  and  in  all 
countries  connected  with  her.  Exultation  at 
every  event  which  could  be  considered  favour- 
able to  America,  and  injurious  to  Great  Britain, 
was  open  and  undifguifed.  In  the  preceding  Mar-h 
fpring,  Arthur  Lee,  formerly  agent  from  Ame- 
rica in  London,  was  difpatched  by  the  commif- 
iioners  of  congrefs  to  Vienna,  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  introduced,  under  the  fane~tion  of  the 
French  embafifador,  to  the  Auftrian  minifter, 
and  of  arranging  a  treaty,  or  at  leaft  purchafing 
warlike  (lores.  The  connection  between  the 
Americans  and  France  was  not  fulticientlv 
intimate  to  make  the  French  embafifador  infiiic 
on  his  reception  among  people  of  diftinc- 
tion  ;  he  therefore,  after  a  fhort  ftay,  purfued 
Ins  route  to  Prague,  Drefden  and  Berlin.  In  oaober. 
the  autumn,  however,  his  return  with  an  au- 
thenticated commiflion  was  publicly  men- 
tioned ;  and  notwithstanding  the  repugnance 
exprefifed  by  Prince  Kaunitz,  the  Auftrian 
minifter,  to  receive  a  man  whom  lie  defcribed 
as  a  diplomatic  adventurer,  M  de  Breteuil,  the  1778. 
French  embafifador,   prened    his    introduction 

1  Sec  debates  in  the  heufe  of  lords,  id  March  1778. 
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with  irrefiftible  perfeverance,  and  obtained  for 
him  fome  (light,  public  notice;  though  all  his 
addrefs  was  unable  to  conquer  the  inflexibility 
of  the  emprefs  queen,  and  the  emperor,  or  to 
obtain  from  Kaunitz  more  than  the  o-loomv 
civility  of  a  filent  bow. 

These  tranfactions  were  rather  vexatious  to 
the  Britifli  embaffador,  than  important  in  them- 
felves;  but  the  conduct  of  the  French  embaf- 
fador, as  well  as  all  correfponding  circumftan- 
ces,  ftrongly  impreii'cd  a  belief,  that  hoftilities 
againft  England  were  only  deferred,  till  fuccefs 
mould  confirm  the  independence  of  America, 
and  render  the  efpoufal  of  her  caufe  lefs  infe- 
cure.  The  conteii  between  Spain  and  Portugal 
had  afforded  to  France  an  unexceptionable  op- 
portunity of  augmenting  her  marine  eitablifh.- 
ment;  and  in  the  ufual  ftyle,  preparatory  to 
hoftilities,  (lie  began  to  complain  of  injuries 
and  infults  from  Britim  cruizers,  and  to  dif- 
feminate  reports  of  an  inevitable  rupture. 

The  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army  gave  a 
decifive  turn  to  the  counfels  of  Verfailles :  the 
caufe  of  America,  gilded  by  profperity,  was 
enthufiaftically  revered  by  the  people  ;  the 
anti-pacific  party  gained  the  afcendency  in 
the  cabinet ;  and  a  treaty  was  entered  into, 
though  not  yet  publicly  avowed,  nor  perhaps 
all  the  terms  definitively  arranged  ;  but  ex- 
tenfive  military  preparations  in  the  ports  of 
France,  produced  correfponding  effoits  in 
England. 

These  circumftances  were  in  part  adverted  to 
in  the  king's  fpeech,  but  the  miniftry  were  yet 
obliged  to  await  events,  without  appearing  to 
notice  their  progrefs.  No  overt  acf  of  hoitiiity 
juftified  a  declaration  of  war;  nor  were  any 
reafonable    profpects  held   out   for    regaining 

America 
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America  at  a  lei's  price  than  the  facrifice  of  chap. 
every  object  of  contention.  xxxn. 

The  levy  of  troops  by  fubfcription  was  the     1778.  ' 
fir  ft  important  obiecl  which   claimed  the  at-  *2tiJan- 
tention  of  parliament.     Sir   Phillip  Jennings  raifing 
Clerke  moved  for  an  account  of  the  number  troops  by 
raifed,  and  the  names  of  the  commanding  of-  tion!^" 
ficers. 

Iv  the  debate,  the  minifter  was  feverely 
cenfured  for  the  length  of  the  recefs,  while 
engaged  in  fo  momentous  a  meafure  as  that  of 
equipping  fifteen  thoufand  men,  without  confent 
of  parliament ;  a  precedent  which  would  juftify 
the  unconftitutional  incorporation  of  an  inde- 
finite number.  He  was  compared  to  Pericles, 
who,  exhautred  with  misfortune,  waited  with 
difeafe,  and  lingering  in  pain,  walked  abroad, 
bedecked  with  amulets,  charms,  and  laws  of 
old  women.  The  loan,  unfilled  and  unpaid, 
was  his  difeafe;  and  the  charitable  contribu- 
tions, his  amulets  and  charms.  Voluntary 
donations  might  be  fairly  interpreted  as  proofs 
of  a  people's  affection.,  but  were  no  lefs  indica- 
tive of  their  real  poverty.  Private  and  public 
life  exhibited  pregnant  proofs,  that  folicitations 
on  one  hand,  or  benevolences  on  the  other, 
were  the  common  effects  of  pride,  penury,  and 
pity.  Perfons  might  be  mean  from  choice, 
naked  from  madnefs  :  but  rags  difcovered  an 
involuntary  madnefs,  or  a  poverty  willing  to 
be  concealed. 

The  minifter  infilled  that  no  contempt  was 
thrown  on  the  parliament,  nor  any  violation  of 
the  conftitution  committed  ;  that  the  American 
war  was  juft  and  popular,  and  the  offers  to 
the  crown  were  perfectly  conftitutional.  The 
Americans  denied  the  right  of  the  fupreme 
legiflature,  and  maintained  their  caufe  by  arms;   • 

a  loyal 
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chap,  a  loyal  part  of  his  majefty's  fubjedts,    abhof- 
xxxn.    ring  fuch  an  unnatural  rebellion,  had,  in  proof 
1778.     of  thole  fcntiments,  offered  their  perfons  arid 
purfes  in  fupport  of  the  conftitutional  rights  of 
their  country.     The  motion  was  granted, 
4-thand  Sir  Phillip  Jennings  Clerke  repeated 

suFeb.  j^is  objections  to  the  conduct  of  government, 
when  fupplies  were  demanded  for  clothing  the 
new  troops ;  and  the  debate  was  renewed  on 
the  report  of  the  committee.  Several  members 
of  oppontion  indulged  in  fcurrilous  reflections 
agairift  the  people  of  Scotland,  and  blamed  the 
appointment  of  officers,  in  which  the  forms  of 
military  fervice  had  been  violated.  The  fub- 
fcriptions  were  faid  to  be  filled  by  expectants, 
contractors,  merchants,  and  manufacturers,  who 
had  their  own  feparate  interests  in  view,  and 
converted  public  fpirit  into  a  job.  The  right 
to  raife  troops  by  private  donations,  it  was 
contended,  muft  juftify  maintaining  them  ; 
in  fuch  a  cafe  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  a 
bad  king,  and  a  bad  parliament,  to  apply  the 
money  thus  raifed  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the 
eonftitution.  This  mode  of  obtaining  money 
for  the  king's  ufe  was  a  breach  of  the  corona- 
tion oath,  and  all  who  fubferibed  were  abettors 
of  perjury. 

Government  was  juftified  by  precedent, 
feveral  regiments,  independent  companies,  and 
corps,  having  been  railed  in  17 45  and  1759; 
and  the  fubferibers  on  the  latter  occaiion,  in- 
ftead  of  being  treated  as  violators  of  the  law, 
were  publicly  and  folemnly  thanked  by  the  then 
minifter,  lord  Chatham,  and  applauded  by  the 
public.  That  great  man,  lord  Hardwieke,  had 
alfo  highly  approved  of  procuring  men  from 
Scotland  :  the  prevalence  of  a  contrary  opinion 
would  have  prevented  the  recruiting  of  the 
2  army3 
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army,  fruftrated  the  hopes  of  fuceefs,  and  di-  chap. 
miniihed  the  refources  of  the  country.  "SSi 

Th  e  freeholders  of  Norfolk  founded  on  thefe     17-s. 
levies  a  petition   to  the  houfe  of  commons ;  Norfd?' 
and,  at   an  advanced    period   of  the   feffion,  petition. 
Wilkes  moved  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  prevent-  2d  April.* 
ing  the  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  practice  wiikes'* 
of  giving  or  granting  money  to  tlie  crown,  as  motlon- 
a  private  aid,   loan,  benevolence,  or  fubfcrip- 
tion,  for  public  purpofes,  without  confent  of 
parliament.     The  proportion  was  ably  fupport- 
ed  bv  Burke,  but  negatived  on  adivinon.1 

In  the  upper  houfe,  the  earl  of  Abingdon  23d and 
made  a  motion  for  obtaining  an  opinion  of  the  27U^n' 
twelve  judges,  on  the  legality  of  raiting  troops  Abing- 
without  the  authority  of  parliament;  but,  after  don;s 
a  long   difcuflion,   it   was   withdrawn  at  the  motlon• 
inftance  of  his  friends. 

The  earl  made  his  grand  attack,  by  moving  4-th  Feb. 
that  the  grant  of  money,  in  private  aids  or 
benevolences,  without  the  fanction  of  parlia- 
ment, for  the  purpofe  of  railing  armies,  was 
repugnant  to  the  conftitution  and  the  law;  and 
that  to  obtain  money  by  fubfcription,  for  fuch 
purpofes,  was  unconftitutional  and  illegal,  an 
infringement  of  the  rights  and  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  parliament.  His  fpeech  was  deful- 
tory  and  fo  abufive,  that  earl  Gower  remarked, 
inch  language  had  never  before  been  heard  in 
either  houfe.  Lord  Abingdon  retraced  the 
arguments  againft  confulting  the  judges,  and 
i'eemed  to  point  his  farcafms  again  ft.  the  chief 
juftice  of  the  king's  bench.  The  prcfentlevy,  he 
contended,  was  no  lefs  illegal  and  repugnant  to 
the  (pint,  if  not  the  letter  of  the  bill  of  rights, 

'  71  to  40. 
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chap,  than  the  demand  of  fhip-money,  in  the  days 
xxxn.  of  Charles  I.  Tories,  iacobit.es,  and  Scotchmen. 
1778.  thefirft  addreflers  for  abrogating:  the  liberties  of 
three  millions  of  fubjecls  in  America,  were  now 
the  firft  to  take  up  arms;  common  fenfe  war- 
ranted the  inference,  that  fomething  more  than 
mere  lovaltv  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover  actuated 
inch  meafures. 

Lord  Haiidw'icke's  opinion,  delivered  on 
the  trial  of  the  rebel  lords  Kilmarnock,  Cro- 
rnartie,  and  Balmerino,  in  1746,  wherein  that 
great  oracle  of  the  law  treated  fuch  objections 
as  the  offspring  of  ignorance  and  prcfumption, 
was  read  in  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations,  and 
an  amendment  moved,  declaring  the  volun- 
,  tary  fubferiptions  legal,  and  highly  merito- 
.    rious. 

Against  this  amendment,  it  was  urged,  that 
it  unfairly  withdrew  the  original  proportion 
from  debate,  and  prevented  the  decifion  of  the 
houfe,   by  railing  another  topic  of  difcuflion, 
not  tending  to  place  out  of  doubt  the  princi- 
pal fubjecr.     Lord  Mansfield,  though  he  proved 
the  practice  of  moving  fuch  amendments  con- 
formant to  ufage,   recommended   it  to  be,  for 
candour's    fake,    withdrawn,    and   his    advice 
was  followed.     He  then  urged,  in  an  animated 
and  impreffive  manner,  the  arguments  drawn 
from  law  and  precedent  in  favour  of  the  prac- 
tice; and,  after  aihort  reply  from  lord  Camden, 
the  resolutions  were  negatived.  * 
Committee       Ix   both  houfes  the  o-reateft   attention  was 
on  the  ftate  £xe(j   on  ^t  approaching  committee  on    the 
nation.       ftate  of  the  nation  ;  the  preparatory  motions  for 
additional  papers,  and  the  arguments  by  which 

»  90  to  30, 
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they  were  encountered,  *  /hewed  that  both  par-   chap. 
ties   looked   forward  to  that  difcuffion,    as   a    xxxir. 
crifis  of  connderable  importance.  i778. 

Fox  opened    the   bufinefs   in  the  houfe   of  2d  Feb. 
commons,  by  invoking  the  members  not  to  mix  F.°^s .mo* 
the  topics   of  that  day's  debate  with  any  pre-  nbmore 
Vious  matter,  but  to  proceed  plainly  and  directly  troors  'oe 
in  confidering  the  aclual  ftate  of  the  country,  thefcneT 
and  the  means  by  which  Great  Britain  might  be  dom. 
delivered   from   the   impending  dangers.     He 
wilhed  all  would  agree  in  divefting  themfelves 
of  former   opinions,  favourite  ideas  and  pre- 
judices, and  refnme  them  only  as  fair  refults  of 
the  prefent  inquiry.  He  recommended  an  ob- 
livion  of  enmity  and  animoiity,  a   fufpenfion 
of  all  fentiments  of  regard  or  diflike  towards 
America,  and  the  calm  and  clifpaflionate  con- 
templation of  that  country,   as   a  part,  and  a 
very  confiderable  part,  of  the  Britim  empire. 
He  eftablifhed,  as  an  incontrovertible  axiom, 
that  when   a   country  falls,   within  the  fhort 
fpace  of  a  few  years,  from  the  higheft  pinnacle 
ever  attained  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  there 
muft  have  been  fome  radical  error  in  the  go- 
vernment,   though   radical   error    was  not   in 
itfelf  a  proof  of  minifterial  criminality. 

He  took  an  hiitorical  view  of  the  proceed- 
ings relative  to  America  from  1774,  and  pro- 
claimed the  error  of  minifters  in  mistaking  a 
iingle  province  for  a  whole  continent;  A'laf- 
fachuflet's  Bay  for  the  American  empire.  Vir- 
ginia, a  colony  no  lefs  jealous  of  its  rights,  nor 
lei's  warm  in  aflerting  them,  was  forgotten  ;  and 
the  union  of  any  other  colony  with  the  Maf- 
fachuflets  was  deemed  impoihble :    but  who* 

1  In  the  houfe  of  lords,  on  the  23d,  26th,  29th  and  30th,  of 
January:  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  271!)  and  29th  January, 
i»J  the  2  J  of  February. 
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chap,  ever  contended  againft  ten  men,  when  prepai 
xxxir.  only  for  one  opponent,  muft  encounter  greater 
>77S.  difficulties  than  if  ori finally  aware  of  the  re- 
fifting  force.  Every  attempt  to  crufh  an  in- 
furreclion  by  means  inadequate  to  the  end, 
foments  inftead  of  fupprefling  it.  All  the  aeis  of 
thatfcrTion  were  founded  on  the  fame  miiiake; 
the  Quebec  a6t  completed  the  union  of  all 
parties  in  America;  and  a  few  weeks  before 
the  arrival  of  reinforcements,  the  civil  war 
was  beo-un.  After  defcribing  the  tranfactions 
of  the  Biitiih  army  till  the  evacuation  of 
Eofton,  Fox  aiked,  what  was  the  conduct  of 
America  ?  They  fent  a  petition  couched  in 
the  moil  refpectful  terms,  disclaiming  inde- 
pendence, and  defiring  no  conceffion  in  the 
3eaft  difliouourablc  to  the  mother-country,  but 
fupplicating  the  king's  paternal  interference. 
To  this  petition  no  anfwer  was  given ;  and 
the  miniiiry  even  called  the  petition  a  farce, 
and  afferted  the  view  of  the  Americans  to  be 
independence.  If  liich  was  the  real  aim  of 
congrefs,  and  the  petition  calculated  to  delude 
the  people  of  America,  as  well  as  thole  of 
Great -Britain,  minifters  would  have  acled  more 
wifely  in  accepting,  and  converting  it  to  a  teft 
of  veracity.  Vigorous  mcafures  were,  how- 
ever, for  the  firfl  time,  attempted  ;  Sir  William 
Howe  was  completely  reinforced ;  New  York 
taken ;  two  or  three  battles  gained ;  but  the 
American  army  was  not  extinguished  ;  and  the 
affair  of  Trenton  plainly  fliewed  the  impoiii- 
bility  of  totally  reducing  them.  On  the 
events  of  the  lail  campaign  he  foiebore  to  treat, 
they  demanded  feparate  investigation. 

He  then  inferred,  from  the  papers  before  the 
houfe,  that  to  fend  more  troops  out  of  the 
kingdom   would  be  highly    imprudent.     The 

peace 
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peace  eftablifliment  had  been  feventeen  thou-   chap. 
land        n  for  Great  Britain  ;  twelve  thoufand    ^XXI1- 
for   Ireland;  three  thoufand  five  hundred  for     1.-78. 
(  tar;   and  two  thoufand  three  hundred 

for  Minorca,  amounting:  too-ether  to  thirty- 
roar  thoufand  eight  hundred.  The  conduct  of 
France,  the  ftate  of  public  credit,  his  majefty's 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  fulficiently 
proved  the  neceiTity  of  preparing  for  foreign 
and,  if  thirty-four  thoufand  men  were  ne- 
ceiTary  in  time  of  peace,  it  could  not  be  proper 
in  a  lefs  number  at  the  prefent  moment. 
But,  in  fact,  the  number  of  troops  in  Great 
1  1    did   not   exceed   fifteen  thoufand ;  in 

Ireland,  eight  thoufand  ;  in  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  five  thoufand;  to  that  the  aelual  de- 
ficiency of  the  peace  eftabliihment  was  fix  thou- 
fand. It  Mould  be  madnefs  to  part  Avith  more 
of  the  army:  the  war  was  impracticable,  and 
no  good  could  be  obtained  by  force ;  the  lives 
that  had  been  loir,  and  the  treafures  that  had 
been  wafted,  Mere  ineffectually  lavimed  ;  it 
was  time  to  contemplate  the  domeftic  fituation 
of  the  country,  and  not  leave  England  defence- 
lefs  to  ftrengthen  the  army  in  America.  He 
therefore  moved  for  orders,  that  no  more  of 
the  old  corps  fhould  be  fent  out  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Strangers  being:  excluded  from  the  houfe, 
no  anfwer  was  made  to  Fox's  fpeech ;  but  his 
motion  was  rejected." 

The  duke  of  Richmond,   purfuing  nearly  2dFeb- 
the  fame  chain  of  narrative,  and  the  fame  mode  motbnin 
of  reafoning  with  Mr.  Fox,   founded  on  it  a  the  houfe 
motion  fomewhat  more  dilated   in  form,  but  oflouis* 
in  fubfrance  nearly  fimilar. 

This  motion,  it  was  laid,  would,  if  agreed  to, 

■  259  to  165. 

d  3  amount 
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chap,  amount  to  a. public  acknowledgment  of  inabi- 
3^^5'   lity  to  profecute  the  war,   or  ailert  the  rights 
*77*>     of  Great  Britain  over  her  colonies,  and  invite 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon  to  attempt  an  invafion. 
If,  in  fact,  (as  the  motion  intended  to  prove) 
Great  Britain   was  unable  to  defend  her  own 
territory,  or  affert  her  dominion  over  America, 
her  weaknefs    ihould  be   concealed,  not  only 
from  foreign  powers,   but.  from  the  colonics, 
now   become   her   rivals  in   power  and   com- 
merce.    The   addrefs  would  invade,  and   fuf- 
pend  the  inherent  prerogative  of  the  crown  to 
raife,    direct,   and  employ  the  military  force. 
The  hoftile    intentions   of  rival   powers  were 
ftill    denied  :    the    courts    of   Verfailles    and 
Madrid    gave    repeated,  affurances  of   pacific 
difpofitions,  -  though   the    armaments  in   their 
ports  juftified  the  king  in  recommending  to 
parliament  an  -augmentation  of  the  navy.     Yet 
ihould  every  apprehenfion  be  realized,  it  would 
be  extremely  imprudent  to  invite  war  by  an 
oftentation  of  weaknefs. 

In  fupport  of  the  motion,  hofiility  and  in- 
vafion were  inferred  from  all  the  conducr  of 
France  fince  17  75  ;  the  reception  of  Deane  in  a 
public  character ;  of  Franklin,  armed  with  more 
complete  and  extenfive  powers;  the  grant  of 
every  fubftantial  effecl;  of  folemn   amity   and 
alliance ;  the  trade  with  the  colonies ;  the  fup- 
ply  of  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  officers 
to  difcipline  the  troops,  uniformly  proved  the 
real  difpofition  of  our  ancient  enemy.     Remon- 
ftrances  had  been  made,  promifes  given,  ex- 
planations added  ;  but  ftill  France  perfifted  in 
the   fame   conduct  :     ordinances    were   iilued, 
hut  evaded,   altered,  or  lb  modified  as  to  lofe 
their  effect.     In  fine,  France  accomplilhed,  by 
aits  of  evafion,  the  firft  part  of  her  plan,  that 
K  of 
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of  difimitins;  America  from  the  mother-coun-  chap. 
try,  and  giving  the  colonies  that  fpecies  of  af-    XXX1I« 
fiftance  which  enabled  them  to  defy  opposition.      X778. 
And    notwitftanding   the    pacific    ailurances, 
private   promifes,   and   public   a&s,  fo   often- 
tatioufly  difplaved,  the  ports   of  l'Orient  and 
Nantz  were  then  blocked  up  by  a  Britifli  naval 
force,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  fuccours 
to  America,  and  impeding  that  very  commerce 
which  the  French  king,  in  his  public  edicts, 
pretended  to  prohibit. 

Dependence  on  a  fleet  in  cafe  of  projected 
invafion  was  uncertain  ;  winds,  tides,  and  acci- 
dents, not  in  the  governance  of  human  policy, 
might  prevent  naval  operations ;  and  France, 
having  always  a  powerful  military  force  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  coafts,  might,  in  thefpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  by  preffing  fifhing  boats  and 
fmall  craft,  land  fo  large  an  army  as  to  endan- 
ger the  exiftence  and  independence  of  the 
nation.  Miferable  indeed  would  be  the  re- 
liance on  an  undifciplined  militia;  where  gra- 
dations of  rank  were  not  obferved  among  the 
officers,  and  the  privates  completed  by  fub- 
ftitutes.  Nor  were  thefe  perils  to  be  dif- 
regarded  as  diftant  and  doubtful ;  for  the 
duke  of  Grafton  pofitively  alferted,  that  a  war 
with  France  mult  take  place  within  three 
months,  unlefs  peace  was  concluded  with  Ame- 
rica. 

This  mode  of  arguing  was  decried  as  tend- 
ing to  invite,  what  the  fpeakers  affecled  to  de- 
precate, hoftility  and  invafion.  The  funda- 
mental facts  and  inferences  were  ftrongly  de- 
nied ;  France  could  not  collect  a  futficient 
force  to  make  an  imprcihon ;  an  armament 
from  Calais  would  be  deftroyed  by  the  Britiih 
fleet  in  the  Downs  ;  and  when  an  invafion  from 
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Dunkirk  was  projected  under  Marfhal  Saxe> 
lord  Sandwich  (aid  he  had  feen  whole  hogmeads 
of  letters,  both  from  perfons  refident  at  Dun- 
kirk, and  others  ferving  in  the  intended  expe- 
dition, reprobating  the  folly,  abfurdity,  and 
impracticability  of  the  attempt,  and  earneftly 
wishing  it  abandoned.  The  report  of  a  Britiih 
fquadron  ftationed  of  Nantz  and  l'Orient  was 
untrue;  and  the  management  of  the  militia 
was  wifely  arranged,  fubftitutes  being  in  gene- 
ral much  better  and  more  experienced  foldiers 
than  could  be  obtained  by  taking  tradefmen 
and  artificers  from  their  ihops  and  manufac- 
tories. 

The  motion  was  negatived/ 

The  houfe  of  lords  did  not  adopt  the  regu- 
lation of  excluding  ftrangers,  but  the  houfe  of 
commons  continued  it  on  the  next  fitting  of 
the  committee,  when  Burke  moved  for  copies 
of  papers  relative  to  the  employment  of  the 
Indians  of  America,  from  March  1774,  to 
January  1778. 

In  fupport  of  this  proportion  he  made  a 
fpeech  of  more  than  three  hours,  which  i3 
generally  applauded  as  one  of  his  moft  diftin- 
guilhed  efforts,  though  very  inadequately  re- 
ported. Colonel  Barre,  mixing  fomewhat  of 
the  fpirit  of  party  with  genuine  admiration  of 
extraordinary  talent,  offered,  if  it  were  pub- 
lished, to  nail  it  on  every  church  door  where  he 
faw  the  king's  proclamation  for  a  faft;  and 
governor  Johnftone  rejoiced  in  the  exclusion  of 
ftrangers,  as  their  indignation  and  enthuiiafm 
would  have  impelled  them  to  tear  in  pieces  the 
two  minifterial  lords,  North  and  Germaine. 
The  former  grounds  of  defence  urged  in  be- 
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half  of  this  meafure  were  treated  by  Burke  as  chap. 
deferving  little  regard.  The  fault  of  employing-  ^^j 
lavages,  lie  laid,  did  not  coniiil  in  their  colour,  1772-. 
or  their  weapons,  but  in  their  mode  of  warfare, 
which  was  fo  horrible  as  to  ihock,  not  only 
the  manners  of  all  civilized  people,  but  far  ex- 
ceed the  ferocity  of  all  barbarians  mentioned 
in  hiftory.  The  Indians  have  two  principal 
objects  in  war;  the  glory  of  deftroying  or  ex- 
terminating their  enemies;  and  that  of  pro- 
curing the  greateit  numbers  of  fcalps,  to  hang- 
up in  their  huts  as  trophies  of  victory,  and 
proofs  of  prov,  el's.  Having  no  titles,  fmecure 
places,  lucrative  governments,  pennons,  or 
red  ribbons  to  befiow,  they  reward  valour 
by  donations  of  human  fcalps,  human  flew, 
and  the  gratifications  arifmg  from  torturing, 
mangling,  fcalping,  and  fometijn.es  devouring 
their  captives.  They  were  formidable  only  from 
their  cruelty  ;  and  thofe  who  employed  them 
became  chargeable  with  all  their  odious  and 
impotent  barbarities.  No  proof  was  adduced 
that  the  Americans  had  attempted  an  offeniive 
alliance  with  any  of  their  tribes,  while  the 
papers  before  the  houfe  demonstrated,  that  the 
king's  miniiters  had  negotiated  and  obtained 
fuch  alliances  in  ail  parts  of  the  continent. 

Burke  ludicroufiy  analyfed  general  Bur- 
goyne's  famous  fpeech  ;  not  decrying  its  icn- 
timents,  but  the  application  of  them  to  lavages, 
not  more  intelligent  or  likely  to  be  affected,  than 
the  wild  beads  of  the  foreft.  He  endeavoured 
to  prove,  by  details  of  Burgoyue's  and  St.  Leger's 
expeditious,  that  the  Indians  did,  in  effeel, 
indiferiminately  minder  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, friends  and  foes ;  and  that  the  greateit 
daughter  fell  on  thofe  who  were  beft  affected 
to  the  king's  government,  and  had  been  dis- 
armed 
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e  ha  P.  armed  by  the  provincials  ;  painting  in  ftrong 
2^^    colours  the  ftory  of  Mifs  Macrea. 
1778.  The  onlypoffible  remedy  againft  the  aliena- 

tion of  affection,  diftru  ft,  and  terror,  created  by 
thefe  meafures,  was  a  ferious  parliamentary  in- 
quiry, attended  with  demonftrations  of  difap- 
probation.  The  colonies  would  otherwife  never 
believe  thofe  who  carried  on  fo  cruel  and  dif- 
■"'  honourable  a  war,  fit  objects  of  conlidence  for 
a  found  and  cordial  peace,  and  much  lefs  to  be 
intrufted  with  power  and  dominion. 

Governor  Pownall  agreed  there  was 
notfohellifh,  fo  unfair  an  engine  of  war,  as  the 
fervice  of  the  favage,  mixed  with  the  civilized 
foldier.  Humanity  and  honour  had,  among 
civilized  nations,  defined  rights,  and  given  laws 
to  war ;  laid  reftraints  on  havock,  and  impofed 
limits  to  dettrucfion  and  bloodfhed :  even  in 
the  rigours  of  war  civilized  nations  had  adopted, 
and  almoft  univerfally  obferved,  the  jura  belli. 
The  war  of  favages,  on  the  contrary,  being  a 
conteft  unregulated  by  feelings  of  honour  or  hu- 
manity, was  an  unreftrained  effufion  of  revenge 
and  blood-thirftinefs,  ravage,  devaftation,  and 
utter  deftruction.  No  j unification  could  be 
offered  for  employing  Indians,  but  abfolute, 
unavoidable  necefuty.  The  operations  of  the 
American  war  were  combined  with  the  nature 
of  the  country,  more  than  half  awildernefs,  and 
with  the  interefts  and  nature  of  the  Indians  in*, 
habiting  that  wildernefs.  No  war  could  be 
carried  on  without  their  interpolition  ;  that 
belligerent  power  with  whom  they  did  not  co- 
operate, they  would  attack;  neutrality  was  a 
delufive  notion,  impracticable  in  fa6f,  and 
never  adopted  by  any  party,  but  as  a  fucceda- 
neum,  after  mifcarriage  in  the  attempt  to  en- 
gage them  in  oxfenfive  operations.     Such  were 

the 
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tlie  politics  of  the  French  in  the  lafl,  and  of  the  chap. 

i  YYYTl 

congrefs  in  the  prefent,  war  :  they  firftendea-    <^_^J 
vourec  to  engage  the  Indians,    but  failing,  af-      177*. 
felted  to  follow  the  plaufible  line  of  neutrality 
i  temper  of  moderation  and  humanity. 

The  ueceffity  «j.  •  mploying  them  might  be 
avoided  ;  their  voluntary  neutrality  was  non- 
fenfe,  delufive,  dangerous  nonfenfe  ;' but  if  both 
belligerent  powers  agreed  ftri6Uy  to  defift  from 
engaging  them,  and  adcy^t  fome  ftipulation 
or  convention  mutually,  and  in  one  fpirit  of 
good  faith  not  to  furler  them  to  intermeddle, 
but  act  againft  them  as  enemies,  wherever 
they  attempted  hoftilities,  all  the  honors,  fo 
forcibly  depicted,  might  be  prevented,  or 
greatly  restrained.  If  government  and  parlia- 
ment would  concur  in  this  regulation,  and 
propofe  to  congrefs  fuch  a  convention,  they 
would  certainly  embrace  it  with  fmcerity,  and 
execute  it  with  2'ood  faith.  The  meafure  would 
be  independent  of  the  objec't  of  the  war ;  and 
yet  this  fpirit,  thus  aiming  to  regulate  the  means 
of'reftrainingits  rigours,  might  becomethe  iirft 
feed  of  peace.  It  would  facilitate  mutual  good 
difpofitions  and  good  offices  ;  and  fuch  a  be- 
ginning would  probably  end  in  peace  ;  at  all 
events,  government  would  not  endanger  any  of 
its  rights  or  interefts  in  making  the  propofal. 
In  conclufion,  this  intelligent  member  offered, 
without  commiilion,  pay,  or  expectation  of  re- 
compence,  perfonally  to  attend  the  congrefs, 
and  negotiate  the  arrangement,  without  com- 
mitting the  dignity  of  the  Britilh  crown. 

Burkes  motion  was  rejected,  y  as  well  as 
feveral  auxiliary  proportions  by  which  it  was 
followed. 

y  223  to  137. 

Another 
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c  M  a  p.       Axother   effort  was  made  bv  Fox  to  ac» 

i^*  _^  compliih  thofe  regulations  of  military  exertion 

1778.  which  the  oppofition  feemed  to  confider  as  one 

jithFeb.  of  the  great  objects   in  obtaining  the  commit* 

eoHd^mo,  tee-     He  moved  as  a  refolution,  that  in    1774 

tionre-  the  whole  of  the  land  forces  ferving  in  North 

Jpeetmg  America  did    not  amount    to    more   than  fix 

tne  army.  „       . 

thouiand  eight  hundred  and  fixty-four  men, 
officers  included  ;  and  read  eleven  other  refo- 
lutions  which  itated  progreffively  all  the  rein- 
forcements lent  to  America  iince  that  period, 
founding  on  the  whole  a  deduction,  that  twenty 
thouiand  men  had  been  loft  in  the  conteft.  If 
with  lb  great  a  force  lb  little  could  be  achieved, 
it  was  clearly  impracticable,  by  profecuting 
the  war,  either  to  fubdue  the  Americans  or 
terrify  them  into  obedience. 

These  ltatements  were  laid,  by  the  friends  of 

adminiftration,  to  be  unfounded  in  fa£t,  as  not 

more  than  twelve  hundred  men  had  been  de~ 

ftroyed  in  battle;  and  if  the  grols  deficiency  of 

the  army,    including  thole  who  died  natural 

deaths,  deferted,  became  prifoners,  or  unfit  for 

fervice,  were  publiihed  as  lofs,  it  would  convey 

information  very  remote  from  truth.     The  re- 

iblution  \\as  evaded  by  a  motion  for  leave  to 

report  prog-refs. s 

6th  Feb.         jN  tjie  houfe  of  lords  the  committee  was  em- 

tionofevi-  ployed  in  the  examination  of  evidence:  mer- 

dence  in      chants  were  called  as  witneffes,  who  proved  that 

the  home     great  lofs  had  eniiied  to  their  commercial  Con- 
or lords.       to 

9th.  cerns  from  the  war,  and  other  merchants,  pro- 

duced on  the  part  of  adminiftration,  who  fliew- 
ed  that  considerable  captures  had  been  made, 
and  new  and  profitable  fourees  of  commerce 
opened  fi nee  the  commencement  of  hp.ftilities, 
Theduke  of  Richmond,  whofrrenuouflyoppofed 

*  463  to  149. 

the 


GEORGE     III.  45 

the  production  of  the  latter  witneffes,  refifted  no  c"^nP* 

lefs  the  reafanings  drawn  from  their  teftimony  \J-^J 

againft  a  feries  of  refolutions  which  he  moved,  1778. 

declaratory  of  the  great  maritime  and  commer-  tion°Smov- 


cial    loffes  fuftained   by  the  war.     The  prizes  edbythe 

duke  of 
Richmond, 


taken   and  distributed  "to  Britifli  feamen,  far  ( 


from  being-  a  balance  in  our  favour,  added  to 
our  lots ;  for  if  we  were  not  at  war  with  Ameri- 
ca, the  value  of  all  thefe  cargoes,  in  the  circui- 
tous courfe  of  trade,  muft  centre  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  proportions  were  difpofed  of  by  the 
previous  queftion.*  Other  motions  made  by 
the  duke  of  Richmond  for  declaring  the  num-  i^thand 
her  of  troops  lent  to  America,  and  for  afcertain-  I9th  Feb* 
ing  the  expencc  incurred  by  the  war,  occafion- 
ed  long  difcuffions,  and  upon  each  the  chair- 
man  was  directed  to  leave  the  chair. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  duke  of  Bolton  ad  March, 
for  cenfuringthe  naval  conduct  of  the  war,  by  a  J^d^VS 
refolution  exprefhve  of  the  number  of  mips  em-  Bolton  re- 
plovcd  in  America  fmce  1774.    The  debate  was  typing 
generally  confined  to  broad   alfertions,  and  re- 
folute  contradictions.     Accordim?  to  the  lords 
in  oppoiition,  the  great  national  bulwark  was 
in  a  ftate  of  ihameful  neglect  ;  while  the  lord 
at  the   head    of  the   naval   department   infift- 
ed  that  it  had  never  been  fo  judicioully  admi- 
niftered.      The   previous   queftion   terminated 
the  difcuffion. b 

In  the  meantime  lord  North,  purfuant  to  a  * 7th Feb. 
notice  in  the  committee  on  the  ltate  of  the  na-  North's 
tion,  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  a  new  plan  of  con-  pianof 
ciliation  with  the  colonies.     His  fpeech  in   in-  ' 
troducing  this  meafure  was  long  and  explicit. 
He  had  been  uniformly  difpofed  to  peace.  The 

*  80  to  32. 

b  In  thefc  divifionj  the  majorities  always  exceeded  two  to  one. 
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chap,  coercive  acts  appeared  neceffary  when  they  were 
propofed,  but  finding  them  unproductive  of  the 
intended  effect,  he  eflayed  conciliatory  mea- 
fures,  before  the fword  was  uniheathed.  He  then 
thought  (nor  was  his  opinion  changed)  thole 
propofitions  capable  of  forming  the  happieft, 
molt  equitable,  and  moft  lafting  bond  of  union 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  ;  but  by 
a  variety  of  difcuffions,  a  plan,  originally  clear 
and  fimple,  was  made  to  appear  fo  obfcure  as  to 
eo  damned  to  America.  Consrefs  conceived, 
or  took  occafion  to  reprefent  it  as  a  fcheme  for 
fowingdivifions,  and  introducing aworfe  fpecies 
of  taxation  than  had  previoufly  exifted,  and 
accordingly  rejected  it.  He  never  expected  to 
derive  any  confiderable  revenue  from  America; 
in  his  opinion  they  mould  contribute  in  a  very 
low  proportion  to  the  expences  of  the  ftate. 
Few  taxes  would  prove  worth  the  charge  of 
collection  ;  even  the  (lamp  act,  the  moft  judi- 
cious and  moll  highly  eftknated,  would  not 
have  produced  a  confiderable  revenue  :  a  con- 
federacy againft  the  ufe  of  ftamps,  would  have 
annihilated  the  produce,  while  it  increafed  the 
confuiions  of  the  country.  He  found  America 
already  taxed,  when  he  unfortunately  came  into 
adminiftration.  The  act,  enabling  the  Eaft  In- 
dia company  to  fend  teas  with  the  drawback 
of  the  whole  duty,  was  a  relief  inftead  of  an 
oppreiuon  ;  but  the  difaffected,  and  thole  en- 
gaged in  contraband  trade,  endeavoured  to  re- 
prefent it  as  a  monopoly.  He  never  intended 
taxation  in  the  laft  tea  act,  nor  in  the  conci- 
liatory proportion,  but  as  a  medium  of  union 
and  concord ;  his  prefent  proportion  wrould 
therefore  be  found  coniifteut  with  his  former 

conduct. 
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One  of  the  bills  he  defigned  to  move  would  chap. 
quiet  America  on  the  fubjec~t.  of  taxation,  difpel  xxxii. 
all  fears,  realorpretented,  that  parliament  would 
attempt  to  tax  them  again,  and  annul  the  right 
itfelf,  lb  far  as  it  regarded  revenue.  The  Ame- 
ricans had  defired  a  repeal  of  all  the  acts  paned 
fmce  1763:  were  this  requifition  granted  in  its 
full  extent,  feveral  ftatutes,  highly  beneficial  to 
themfelves,  granting  bounties  and  premiums, 
or  relaxing  former  grievous  regulations,  mult  be 
refeinded.  The  late  acls  which  originated  in 
thequarreliLouldceafewith.it;  and  commif- 
fioners  fhould  be  authorized  to  adjuft,  in  a  fatis- 
fai:tory  manner,  all  other  difputes.  The  powers 
granted  to  former  commiffioners  had  been  con- 
fidered  more  limited  than  in  reality  they  were  : 
he  iliould  take  care  now  to  be  explicit,  granting 
full  authority  to  difcufs  and  conclude  every 
point,  treating  with  the  congrefs  as  if  it  were  a 
legal  body,  and  would  fo  far  give  it  authenti- 
city as  if  its  acts  and  conceffions  would  bind  all 
America.  They  mould  be  empowered  to  treat 
with  provincial  aflemblies  as  at  prefent  con- 
ftituted,  and  with  individuals  in  their  actual 
civil  capacities,  or  military  commands  ;  with 
general  Wafhington  or  any  other  officer  :  they 
might  fufpend  hoftilities  ;  intermit  the  opera- 
tion of  laws  ;  grant  pardons,  immunities,  and  re- 
wards ;  reftore  to  colonies  their  ancient  conftitu- 
tions  ;  and  nominate  governors,  council,  judges, 
and  magiftrates,  till  the  king's  further  pleaiure 
fhould  be  known.  A  renunciation  of  inde- 
pendence would  not  be  iiilifted  on  till  the  treaty 
had  received  final  ratification  by  the  king  and 
parliament.  The  Commiffioners  mould  be  in- 
ftructed  to  negotiate  for  a  reasonable  and  mo- 
derate contribution  towards  the  common  de- 
fence of  the  empire,  when   re-united  :  but  to 

obviate 
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chap,  obviate  every  pretence  a  gai  nil  terminatin  2:  this 
L^yli    unhappy  difference,  the   contribution  mould 
1778.     not   he  muffed  on   as  a  fine  qua  non  of  the 
treaty. 

If  inch  had  always  been  his  fentiments  with 
regard  to  taxation  and  peace,  why,  it  would  be 
aflced,  had  he  not  made  the  proportion  at  a 
more  early  period  ?  his  opinion  had  ever  been 
that  the  moment  of  victory  was  the  proper  time 
for  offering  terms,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feilion  he  had  declared  thole  fentiments;  he 
then  thought  the  victories  obtained  by  Sir 
William.  Howe  more  decilive,  and  was  un- 
acquainted with  general  Burgoyne's  misfor- 
tune. Thefe  terms  were  in  fubftancethefamehe 
would  offer  in  the  height  of  victory  :  he  faw 
no  rcafon  for  protracting  the  war,  the  effufion 
of  blood,  and  the  immoderate  expence,  and 
therefore  now  offered  the  fame  proportions. 
The  events  of  war  had  not  correfponded  with 
his  expectations ;  but  his  conceffions  were  from 
reafon  and  propriety,  not  neceffity.  England 
was  in  a  condition  to  profecute  the  war  much 
longer  ;  new  armies  could  eafity  be  railed,  the 
navy  was  never  in  greater  ftrengl.h,  and  the 
revenue  very  little  funk.  With  thefe  obferva- 
tions  he  mbmitted  the  whole  plan,  together 
with  the  propriety  of  his  pall  and  prefent  con- 
duct, to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe. 
Approved  Fox  was  glad  to  find  the  propofitions  fo 
by  fox.  ample  and  fatisfaclory,  and  believed  they 
would  be  fupported  by  all  thole  with  whom  he 
had  the  honour  to  act :  they  did  not  differ  ma- 
teriallv  from  thofe  of  Burke  about  three  years 
ago  ;  the  fame  arguments  then  ufed  by  the  mi- 
nority, and  nearly  in  the  fame  words,  were  now 
reproduced  by  lord  North.  He  willied  this 
conceihon  had  been  made  more  early,  and  on 

principles 
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'principles  more  refpeclful  to  parliament.  To  tell  c  H  An- 
them that  if  they  were  deceived,  they  had  de-  y_  --,J 
ceived  themfelves,  was  neither  kind  nor  civil  1778. 
to  an  affembly,  which,  for  fo  many  years,  had 
relied  on  him  with  fuch  unreferved  confi- 
dence. All  public  bodies,  like  the  houSe  of 
commons,  mult  repofe  ample  truft  in  mini- 
sters ;  their  only  method  of  preventing  its  abufe 
was  to  puniili  thofe  who  had  mifinformed  them 
concerning  the  true  itate  of  their  affairs,  or 
conducted  them  with  negligence,  ignorance, 
or  incapacity.  Lord  North's  arguments  on 
this  Subject;  might  be  all  collected  into  one 
point,  his  excufes  all  reduced  into  one  apology, 
his  total  ignorance.  He  hoped,  and  was  dis- 
appointed ;  he  expected  much,  and  found  little 
to  anfwer  his  expectations.  He  thought  the 
Americans  would  obey  his  laws ;  they  re- 
lilted.  He  thought  thev  would  fubmit  to  his 
armies  ;  the  armies  were  beaten  by  inferior 
numbers.  He  made  conciliatory  propositions, 
and  thought  they  would  Succeed;  but  they 
were  rejected.  He  appointed  commifiioners  to 
make  peace,  and  thought  they  had  powers  ; 
but  found  they  could  not  make  peace,  and  no- 
body believed  they  had  any  powers.  The 
prefent  proposition  deferved  Support,  becaufe 
much  more  clear  and  Satisfactory  than  the  lait ; 
for  necelTity  had  at  length  compelled  the  mini- 
fter  to  Speak  plainly. 

The  San  ct  i  0  n  of  So  great  a  le ad  e r  d  i d  not  pre  Oppofed, 
vent  Several  members  of  opposition  from  railing 
objections  to  lord  North's  plan.  Little  hope 
could  be  entertained,  they  laid,  of  good  effect ; 
for,  whatever  the  Americans  might  Suffer  by  the 
continuance  of  war,  they  would  never  receive 
the  olive  branch  from  hands  fo  deeply  itained 
with  the  blood  of  their  countrymen.  If  no- 
vo l.  III.  e  thing 
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chap,    thing  could  be  gained  from  their  fears,  what 
^:x^1*-    could  the  preient  mini  iters  expect  from  their 
1778.      affeclions  ?    The  proportions  proved  the  prof- 
perous  condition  of  American  affairs,  and  the 
humiliation  of  Great  Britain.     Although  the 
Hiinifter  boafted,  with  an  air  of  fortitude,  of 
the  ftate  of  the  army  and  navy,  would  it  be 
believed  that  thofe  who  talked  of  nothino-  Id's 
than   unconditional  fubmiffion,   and   bringing* 
America  proftrate  at   their  feet,   repealed    ob- 
noxious acls,    from  any  other  motive,  than  a 
conviction  that  the  ftrength  of  the  nation  was 
inadequate  to  the  conteft  ?    And  could  it  be 
expected,  that,  after  having  refilled  and  baffled 
our  utmoft  efforts,  the  Americans  would  ever 
iheath  the  fword  without   fuflicient   fecurity 
againft  the  repetition  of  injuries  ?  Would  not. 
the  breach  of  the  folemn  official  promife  of  lord 
Hilliboroughjuftify  the  Americans  in  declining 
negotiation  with  men,  who  laid  the  foundation 
of  war  in  perfidy,  and  built  on  it  with  cruelty  ? 
The  Americans  would  not,  how  the  hazard  of 
conteit  was  fo  nearly  paft,  entruft  for  a  moment, 
the  privileges  for  which  they    had    ventured 
their  lives   and   fortunes,   in  the   hands  from 
which  they  had  juft   refcued  them.     The  mo- 
tion tended,   not  to  pacify  America,    but   to 
amufe  England  by  a  delufive  prolpect  of  recon- 
ciliation,  and  iuipend,  at  leait,  the  vengeance 
of  an  injured  and  irifulted  public. 
>3d  Feb.         These  objections  produced  no  effect ;    two 
Picgrefsof  kiijg  were  brought  in  for  effecting  the  purpofe 
through      fuggeilcd  in  lord  North's  ipeech.     In  the  com- 
thehoufe     mittee,  fer jeant  Adair  moved  that  the  power 
monsT"       of  nominating  commiihoners  lhould  be,  not  in 
the  crown,   but  in  parliament ;   but  the  motion 


was  negatived  without  a  divilion. 
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Another  debate  on  the  fame  principle  was    chap. 
maintained    in   the   committee,   when    feveral    ^^j 
Friends  of  government  reprobated  the  renun-       i77s. 
ciation  of  the  right  of  taxation  ;    the  oppofi-  *+thFeb. 
tion  infifted  that  the  bill  was  too  late  to  produce 
beneficial  effects,  and  the  minifler  declared  the 
commifTioners  mould  not  be  qualified  to  con- 
cede the  point  of  independence ;  the  Americans 
muft  treat  as  fu&je&s.      The  bill    refpecVmg  as** 
taxation   was  amended  by  the  infertion  of  a 
claufe  to  repeal  the  act,  for  taxing  tea;    and 
its  provifions  were  extended  to  the  Weft  India 
Iflands. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bills,  the  mem-  *d  March, 
hers  of  oppofition  came  prepared  for  more 
determined  hoftility,  and  finiihed  the  tafk  of 
giving  an  unfavourable  impreflion,  and  fur- 
nishing arguments  for  rejecting  the  proffered 
conciliation.  Wilkes,  who  was  the  chief 
fpeaker  on  this  fide,  qualified  the  approbation 
given  by  oppofition  to  the  principles  of  the 
act,  by  obferving  it  could  not  be  withheld,  as 
the  minifler  had  borrowed  them  from  tiiofe 
who  would  not,  even  when  in  his  hands,  refufe 
to  avow  them.  He  bantered  fome  fupporters 
of  adminiftration  on  the  period  of  their  conver- 
fionto  thefe  new  principles  ;  one b  had  avowed 
that  he  became  convinced  of  the  impractica- 
bility of  deriving  a  beneficial  revenue  from 
America,  when  general  Howe  was  compelled  to 
retire  from  the  Jerievs  ;  another, c  when  Bur- 
goyne  capitulated  at  Saratoga.  Waihington 
and  Gates  were  powerful  apoftles  ;  he  mould 
not  befurpriled  if  general  Howe  himfelf  were, 
in  the  end,  converted.'  The  era  of  the  mini- 
fter's  converlion   was   not  fo   far  diftant  ;     it 

k  Mr.  Dunda*.         «  Mr.  Giajrles  Baldwin. 
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CHAP,  happened  at  the  fuccefsful  moment  of  the  late 
l^^\  American  negotiation  in  France,  which  eftab- 
,778.  limed  their  independence.  It  was  impoflible 
not  to  be  charmed  with  the  gentle,  meek,  fup- 
plicating,  humiliating  tone  of  the  noble  lord. 
No  more  Mas  faid  of  the  vengeance  of  the  ftate 
ao-ainft  daring  rebels  :  the  harlh  difcord  of  war 
no  longer  grated  on  the  ear  ;  it  was  now  ra- 
vimed  with  the  enchanting  founds  of  peace,  har- 
mony, and  reconcilation.  The  conciliatory  bills 
M'ere  more  calculated  for  England  than  Ame- 
rica: as  they  tendered  a  hope,  which  minifters 
knew  to  be  fallacious,  of  reconciliation,  on  terms 
mor.t of.  independence.  Wilkes  then  analyfed 
feveral  expreffions  in  the  bills,  which,  far  from 
healing,  he  confidered  moit  obnoxious,  offen- 
iive,  and  galling;  the  language  of  high  and 
direct,  infult.  In  Oclober  1774,  he  proceeded, 
the  congrefs  humbly  fupplicated  for  peace, 
liberty,  and  fafety  ;  fafety  had  been  fince  fe- 
cured  by  their  own  prowefs,  except  indeed  on 
feme  parts  of  their  extenfive  coait :  they  had 
been  driven  into  independence,  and  began  to 
taite  its  fweets  ;  they  had  been  forced  into  re- 
luctant warfare,  and  urged  to  defperation  ; 
their  towns  wantonly  burnt,  men,  women, 
children,  even  infants  at  the  breait,  inhumanly 
butchered,  captives  malfacred  in  cold  blood,  the 
dying  and  wounded  iealped  ;  and  fire  and  fword 
earned  through  the  molt  fertile  provinces  ; 
could  minifters  then  weakly  expect  to  cajole 
America  with  a  parchment  acl,  at  the  moment  of 
■declaring  their  defpair  of  conqueft  by  the  fword  ? 
The  eolonifts  had  now  tried  their  ftrength,  and 
found  their  refources,  both  on  their  own  con- 
tinent and  in  Europe,  adequate  to  their  views. 
The  whole  world  admired  their  firmnefs  and 
fortitude,  and  joined  in  warm  applaufe  of 
*  their 
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their  military  achievements.   The  zeal  of  France    chap. 
had  attained  its  higheft  pitch,  and  even  this    ^^j 
ifland  might  fay  to  America,  in  the  words  of      I77s. 
Horace, 

"  Te  ccede  gaudentes  Bntarnii 
"  Compo fills  ventrantur  arms. 
The  Americans  had  expretfed  the  utmoft  abhor- 
rence of  the  minifters  who  were  to  nominate  the 
commiffioners ;  and  would  they  entertain  a  more 
favourable  idea  of  their  creatures  ?  The  in- 
tended negotiation  could  produce  only  dif- 
grace  and  humiliation,  and  create  a  lucrative 
job  for  five  hold  hungry  dependents  of  the 
minifter.  He  advifed,  though  not  fond  of 
giving  advice,  an  immediate  ceflation  of  arms, 
as  the  means  of  faving  Howe  from  the  fate  of 
Ihirgoyne. 

To  this  fpeechj  intcrfperfed  with  much  of  that 
ribaldry  in  which  Wilkes  fo  much  delighted, 
no  anfwer  was  given,  and  the  bills  palled 
without  a  divifion. 

Prepared  by  the  debates  in  the  houfe  of  jd,5th,and 
commons,  the  lords  in  opposition  embarralfed  Abated 'in 
the    progrefs   of  the    conciliatory   bills   with  the  houfe 
numerous  objections,    unaccompanied   by  any  otloids- 
conccfuon.     The  duke  of  Richmond  read  the 
American  declaration    of  independence,    and 
after   commenting   on  it,  paragraph  by    para- 
graph, appealed  to  minifters  whether  they  meant 
to  concede,  or  fubferibe  to  its  atfertions  ?  fuch 
as  thefe,  that  the  king  was  a  tyrant;  that  troops 
had  been  quartered  among  them,  without  their 
confent ;    that    the   admiralty    courts   were   a 
grievance  ;  that  acts,  fufpending  thole  of  their 
refpe&iveanemblies,  had  palled  the  Britiilrparlia- 
ment;  that  the  king  having  acfed  tyrannically, 
they  had  juftly  withdrawn  themfelves  from  his 
allegiance  ;  and  that  the  judges  enjoying  their 

e  3  othces 
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chap.    °ffices  during  pleafure,  were  rendered  depen- 
xxxn.    dent  on  the  crown  ?     His  majefty  had  loft  the 
affection  of  his  American  fubjects,   by  the  in- 
folent,  daring,  perfidious,  and  unconltitutional 
language  of  minifters.     Thefe   bills,   far  from 
regaining  it,  would  found  the  trumpet  of  war 
to  all  neighbouring  nations.     The  meafure  was 
impotent,  ignominious,  and  ineffectual.     Why 
not  renounce  at  once  the  right  of  taxation 
refervcd  in  the  declaratory  act  ?  The  Americans 
were  wife,  fagacious,  and  penetrating  enough 
to  defcry,  under  this  pretended  candour,  con- 
ceftion,    and    good    will,  the    fame   principles 
directed  towards  the  attainment  of  the  fame 
objecls,   though    by   a  different  mode.      The 
bill  for  fending  out  commiffioners,  meant  no-; 
thing,  or   worfe  than  nothing ;  it  was   better 
calculated  to  divide  than  conciliate.     It  em- 
powered to  treat  with  America,  and  then  re- 
turn to  Europe  to   confult  parliament.     Why 
not,    inftead    of   arming  commiffioners    with 
powers,  not  to  be  regulated,  nor  of  courfe  pro- 
perl)'  exercifed,  why  not  repeal  all  the  obnoxi- 
ous acls  at  once  ?  Such  conduct  would  evince 
fmcerity.    If  the neccfiity  whichminifters  avow- 
ed to  influence  their  meafures,  aroi'e  from  the 
knowledge  of  a  treaty,  offensive  and  defeniive, 
having  been  agitated,  or  figned  between  France 
and  America,  it  was  the  duty  of  minifters  to 
afford  explicit  information.     They  could  not 
he  ignorant  of  the  truth  ;    it  had  been  men- 
tioned in  the  lower  houfe  three  weeks  fince  ; 
nay,   report  faid,  they  not  only  knew  it,  but 
had  fent  emiffaries  to    tamper  with  Franklin 
and   Deane,   offering  the    terms  included    in 
the    bill,     but  which  had  been  refufed  with 
contempt.      Report  even  faid,    they  had  ap- 
plied to  the  congrefs ;  who  had  rejected  every 

propo-- 
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opofition  they  now  meant  to  offer.     If  fueh    CHrA?' 
was  the  fact,  nothing   could  excufe,  nothing    ^i^J, 
palliate  the  prefumption  and  wickednefs  of  fueh  a      ijfi> 
trick,  fiich  a  deception  on  the  nation, as  the  prefent 
recanting  fcheme,  which,  if  unfuccefsful,  mult 
aug-ment  difficulties,  and  increafe  dishonour. 

Besides  thefe  objections  from  the  ufual 
aflertors  of  the  juftice  of  the  American  caufe, 
lord  Temple,  from  motives  preeifely  the  reverie, 
exprelfed  high  indignation  and  contempt  of 
the  meafure.  America  had  aimed  at  independ- 
ence from  the  beginning.  Ministers  had 
raifed  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  by  the  new  levies, 
and  now  diminiOied  it  by  thus  dilgracefully 
proftrating  the  country,  parliament,  and  peo- 
ple, at  the  feet  of  Franklin  and  Deane,  to  whom 
minifters  paid  homage  in  fackcloth  and  allies. 
The  prefent  bills  were  i*o  difgraceful  in  every 
point,  that  fi  venit  fumma  dies"  might  now  be 
unhappily  applied  to  the  glory  of  this  country. 

Lord  Siielburxe  too  oppofed  the  bills, 
aligning  as  a  motive  their  tendency  to  fepa- 
rate  tbe  two  countries.  He  would  never  con- 
lent  that  America  ihould  be  independent :  his 
idea  of  the  connection  between  the  mothercoun- 
trv  and  the  colonies  was,  that  they  mould  have 
oik-  friend,  one  enemy,  onepurfe,  and  oneiword; 
Great  Britain  fuperin  tending  the  interefts  of  the 
whole,  as  the  great  controuling  power.  Both 
countries  Ihould  have  but  one  will,  though  the 
means  of  expreffing  it  might  be  different,  dis- 
tinct, and  varied.  All  this  might  have  been 
procured  not  long  fince  ;  and  perhaps  even 
now,  without  meafures  or"  blood.  He  would 
never  adopt  any  fcheme  tending  to  a  divorce 
from  the  colonies;  when  that  event  Ihould 
take  place,  the  fun  of  Great  Britain  was  fet,  ihe 

aid  no  longer  be  powerful  or  re  1  peel  able. 
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The  bill  paffed  without  a  divifion  :  a  proteft 
figned  by  lord  Abingdon  was  entered  on  the 
journals,  containing  the  principal  objections 
urged  in  debate,  and  fonie  new  arguments,  likely 
to  afford  plaufible  themes  of  declamation  to 
the  American  congrefs. 

After  palling  thefe  acts,  two  motions  were 
made  in  the  houie  of  commons,  calculated 
to  give  an  unfavourable  impreftion  of  their 
importance,  and  to  urge  the  miniftry  to  fuch 
declarations  as  would  be  ungrateful  to  the 
Americans.  One  was  by  James  Luttrell,  "  that 
if  the  conrmiffionersihould  find  the  continuance 
in  office  of  any  minifter  or  minifters,  impreffed 
ii  jealoufies  in  the  colonies  as  might  obftrueT: 
the  happy  work  of  peace,  the  commiffioners 
might  be  enabled  to  promife  their  removal. d 
The  other  was  by  Mr.  Powys,  for  further  in- 
fractions to  the  commiffioners.  The  debate 
turned  on  the  refources,  habits,  and  luxuries 
of  Great  Britain,  compared  with  thofe  of  Ame- 
rica; and  the  propriety  of  conceding  independ- 
ence, if  required ;  but  fome  members  of  op- 
pofition  cenfured  the  motion,  and  the  chairman 
-was  ordered  to  leave  the  chair  without  a, 
divifion. 


d  This  motion  was  rejected,  ijo  to  55. 
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CHAPTER     THE    THIRTY-THIRD: 

1778. 

frequent  allufons  in  parliament  to  hqftility  on 
the  part  of  France.  —  Artful  conduct  of  that 
power.  —  Vifii  of  the  Emperor  to  Paris.  — 
Short  xvar  on  the  death  of  the  elector  of  Ba- 
varia. —  Artifices  of  France  —  detected  by 
the  Emperor.  —  Attempts  to  engage  lord 
Chatham  in  adminift ration \.  —  Me/fage  from 
the  king  to  parliament  refpecting  France. — 
Debates  on  the  addreffes. —  Numerous  mo- 
tions respecting  the  navy.  —  On  contracts. — 
Bill  for  excluding  contractors  from  tne 
houfe  of  commons.  —  Loft  by  the  manage- 
ment of  its  fupporters.  —  Motion  for  a  tax 
on  places.  —  Proportions  for  relief  of  Ire- 
land. —  Opposition.  —  Numerous  petitions, 
— Limited  relief  afforded. — Addrefs  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  the  king.  —  Bill  for 
their  relief.  —  Oppofed  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 
—  Puffed.  —  Foxs  motion  relative  to  gene- 
ral Burgoyne.  —  The  generals  return  to 
England.  —  Defence  of  himfelfin  the  houfe 
of  commons.  —  The  duke  of  Richmond's  mo- 
tion for  withdrawing  the  troops  from  Ame- 
rica.—  Appearance  of  lord  Chatham. — His 
fpeech. — Reply  of  the  duke  of  Richmond. — » 
Lord  Chatham  s  fudden  illnefs.  — Death. — 
Honours  paid  to  his  memory  by  the  houfe  of 
commons. — National  munificence. — Oppofed 
in  the  houfe  of  lords.  —  Honours  paid  to  his 
memory  by  the  common  council  of  London. — 
Lord  Chatham's  funeral.  —  Adjournment  of 
parliament.  —  Speech  from  the  throne. 

tn  the  late  debates,   many  intimations  were  chap. 
^iven  of  an  approaching  rupture  with  the  ^^f> 

houfe      177*. 
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chap,    houfc  of  Bourbon  :  thole  who  confulted  public 
xxxiii.    appearances,  could  not  fail  to  recognize  the 
probability  of  fuch  an  event,  and  look  with 
Frequent     anxjety  for  the  explanations  of  minifters.     A 
parliament    treaty   ot  commerce,  alliance,  and  fnenciinip, 
tohoftiiity    \yd(\  "been  fome  time  concluded  between  the 
of  Fran?"  court  of  Verfailles  and  the  American  plenipo- 
6th  Feb.      tentiaries;  but  the  utmoft  efforts  of  lord  Stor- 
mont,  the  Britiih  embaifador,  had  not  yet  been 
able  to   procure  a  diitiri6t  communication  of 
its  contents  or  purport.     This  myttery  in  fome 
meafure    accounts    for,    though    it    does    not 
juftify,  the  contradictory  ilatements  delivered 
by  minifters    on  various    occafions  in  parlia- 
j7thFeb.    ment.     Fox,  on  the  introduction  of  the   con- 
ciliatory bills,   accufed   the  miniiter   (accom- 
panying the  accufation  with  denunciation  of 
puniihment)  of  adjourning  the  parliament,  in 
order    to  proffer   terms    of  pacification,    but 
neglecting  the  bufmefs  till  France  had   con-? 
eluded   a  treaty   with   the  independent   States 
of  America :  he  could  rely  with  certainty  on 
the  tiuth  of  his  intelligence;  it  was  no  light 
matter,    and    derived   from    no   contemptible 
authority.     Mr.  Grenville  joined  with  Fox  in 
demanding  an  anfwer  on   this  important  fub- 
jeel,    averring;     that   he   had   received    corre- 
ipondent  information  of  offenfive  language  held 
by  the  court  of  France,   and  the  march  of  a 
coniidciable  body  of  forces  from  their  interior 
provinces.     The  minifter  anfwered  with  his  ac- 
cuftomed   candour,,  that   he   could  not,  from 
authority,    affirm    the    conclusion   of   fuch   a 
treaty  ;  it  was   indeed   pofiible,  nay,  too  pro- 
bable, but  not  authenticated  by   the  embaf- 
fador. 
dhMweh.       Many  days  afterwards,  the  duke  of  Grafton 
recapitulated  in  the  houfc  of  lords  the  account 

whicl} 
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which  Mr.  Fox  had  received,  repeated  his  in-   chap. 
terrogation,    and  added,  that  the  intelligence    2521" 
had  made  lb  ftrong  an  impreihon  on  his  mind,      1778. 
from  the  channel  through  which  it  came,  that 
if  the  two  iecretaries  of  ftate,  and  the  whole 
cahinet  council  were  to  declare  the  contrary, 
they  could  not  difpel  the  convielion  he  felt  of 
its  corre6tnefs.      Lord   Weymouth,    as  a  full 
and  fair  anfwer  to  the  inquiry,  and  challenging 
the  future  recollection  of  the  houfe,  faid  he  was 
not  informed    of  the   fig-nature    of    any  fuch 
treaty,  or  that   it  was  in  exiftence,  or  even  in 
contemplation.1 

As  thefe  inquiries  were  intended  to  prove 
the  inutility  of  the  conciliatory  bills,  which 
the  minilter  properly  confulered  as  the  only 
means  of  divorcing  America  from  an  unnatu- 
ral  connexion  with  France,  anfwers  lefs  ex- 
plicit would  have  been  juftifkble  ;  but  the 
inconfiftency  difplayed  in  thefe  contradictory 
ftatcments,  was  prejudicial  to  the  character  of 
adminiftration. 

In  preparation  for  a  rupture,  France  artfully  Artful 
maintained  fuch  an  influence  in  the  conti-  ^^^ 
nental  cabinets,  as  would  fccure  her  asrainft 
hoftilities,  while  her  force  was  employed  to 
the  injury  of  Great  Britain;  and  at  the  fame 
time  referred  the  means,  on  a  future  oecafion, 
of  converting  the  prejudices  of  the  principal 
powers  to  her  own  advantage.  For  this  pur- 
poi'etho  alliance  and  friendfhip  of  the  king  of 
Pruilia  were  ailiduonily  courted,  as  the  prin- 

»  Tn  a  debate  (25th  February)  earl  Gower  intimated  the  pro- 
bability of  a  war  with  France ;  but  on  being  pre  (fed  tor  an  explana- 
tion, declared  he  knew  nothing  of  a  treaty  having  been  figned  be- 
tween the  court  of  Fiance  and  America,  as  had  been  reported,  and 
•syould  venture  to  fay,  the  reft  of  the  king's  minifters  were  equally 
unappiized  of  any  fuch  circiimftance. 

cjpal 
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chap,  cipal  engine  to  be  employed  in  raiting;  enemies 
xxxiii.  agajnft  Great  Britain.  Spain  was  fecund  by 
J778.  the  family  compact ;  Holland  was  infected  by 
intrigue;  and  in  the  cabinet  of  Ruffia,  French 
influence,  aided  by  that  of  Prufiia,  was  ac- 
quiring a  dangerous  preponderance.  Intereft, 
policy,  and  principle,  combined  to  render 
the  emperor  friendly  to  England  ;  but  means 
were  found  to  render  him  an  indifferent  fpec- 
tator  of  the  hoftile  efforts  of  a  power  for  which 
he  entertained  fentiments  of  dill  ike  and  con- 
tempt, which  even  his  family  alliance  could 
not  overcome. 
vifit  of  the  In  ]  777  the  emperor  vifited  Paris,  under  the 
SI0'10  title  of  count  Falkenftein :  the  French  court 
viewed  their  illuftrious  gueft  with  jealoufy,  and 
conftrained  admiration  :  the  dread  of  Auftrian 
greatnefs  under  inch  a  monarch,  deftroyed 
that  factitious  friendship  which  both  parties  had 
been  endeavouring  to  folier,  and  bring  to  ma- 
turity, during  upwards  of  twenty  years.  All 
the  arts  of  diflimulation  were  employed  by 
France  to  conceal  the  change;  but  the  em- 
peror returned  to  Vienna,  imprefied  with  a 
conviction  that  the  houie  of  Bourbon  was  not 
his  natural  friend,  and  that  the  cabinet  of 
Versailles  was  jealous  of  his  talents,  and  averfe 
to  their  attaining  full  fcope  on  the  demife 
of  the  emprefs.  This  was  not  the  only  ad- 
vantage which  the  emperor  reaped  from  feeing 
the  theatre  of  France  behind  the  fcenes ;  he 
learnt  to  diftinguiih  its  real  itrength,  from  its 
artificial  machinery  and  outwrard  decoration. 
He  returned  with  a  juft  idea  of  the  fallacy  of 
Bourbon  friendfhip,  and  an  indifferent  opinion 
of  the  genius  of  the  French  nation,  and  of 
their  power  to  preponderate  in  the  fcale  of 
Europe,  either  as  friend  or  foe. 
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On  the  death  of  the  eleetor  of  Bavaria,  at  c  hap. 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  inherent  oppohtion  of  J^^' 
interefts  between  the   houies    of  Auftria    and      1772. 
Bourbon  was  difplayed,  through  all  the  flimfy  ^[^ 
difguife  under  which  art,   addrefs,  and  female  death  of 
connections   had  long  endeavoured  to  conceal  ^eBelea°r 
it.     The  imperial  cabinet  thought  the  moment 
favourable,  and  their  right  well  founded,  to  ex- 
tend their  ppflefficms  on  the  Danube  and  to- 
wards the  Rhine.     France,  on  the  other  hand, 
could  not  remain  infenfible  of  the  danger  to  her 
which  might  arife  from   fuch  an  acquifition. 
From  that  inftant  the  fecret  fupport  of  Prufha  Artifices  of 
ina  new  war  became  the  object  of  her  willies,  France, 
and   the  fource  of  a  thouland    infidious    in- 
trigues in  the  empire  ;  yet  with  an  effrontery, 
the  extent  of  which  is  hardly  credible,   France 
pretended  it  ill   to   ihew  herfeif  the    friend    of 
Auftria,  and  continued  to  wear  that  mafk  dur- 
ing the  (hort  war  which  enfued  between  Auftria 
and    Pruffia,  as   well  as  throughout  the  whole 
negotiation  at  Tefchen,  by  which  it  was  termi- 
nated.  At  the  conclufion  of  peace,  fhe  flattered 
herfeif  with  having  reconciled  three  of  the  moft 
difficult,  and,  to   all  appearance,  incompatible 
points  of  ltate  artifice;   ferving the  views  and 
intereits  of  Pruffia ;   keeping  up  at  the   fame 
rime  the  friendlhip  and  confidence  of  Auftria  ; 
whillt  lhe  like  wife  fueeeeded  to  a  considerable 
degree  in  loofenins  the  connection  which  had 
to    long  fublifted    between    the   Czarina  and 
Great   Britain.     The  emperor,    however,  foon  Detected 
difcovered  and   traced  with  indignation  every  bY  the 

,.,.,..,...  1  1  emperor. 

ltep  or  this  bale  duplicity,  and  appeared  to  en- 
tertain a  defire  of  renewing  the  connection  be- 
tween  Auftria  and  England,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  rifquing  a  war,  in  which  he  mull:  make 

great 
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chap,    great  Sacrifices  without  the  hope  of  obtaining) 

xxxiii.    any  effectual  afliiiance,  and  from  which  he  was 
1778.      equally  restrained   by  financial  and   domeftic 
Considerations. b 
Attempt  to       1^T  fuch  a  crifis  it  was  natural  and  politic  in 
fUg"®*        the  Biitiih   government  to  attempt  engaging 
bin  in  ad-  tn<1  affiftarioe  of  the  great  war  minifter,  refpeeled 
miniftxa-     for  his  talents  and  his  fuccefs  in  a  former  emer- 
gency, venerable  for  his  years,  idolized  by  the 
public,  and  dreaded  by  his  opponents.     Over- 
tures were  undoubtedly  made  to  lord  Chatham 
to  form  a  new  cabinet ;  but  how  far  they  were1 
authorized,  what  concemons  were  to  have  been 
made,    what  meaiures   purfued,    or  what  indi- 
viduals to  have   mared  the  powers  of  govern- 
•at,    are   circumitances,   which,  if  they  were 
ever  arranged,  are  at  prefent  unknown.     The 
total  overthrow  of  the  exiitino-  adminifiration 
was  a  part  of  the  plan  ;  but  the  treaty  termi- 
nated  abruptly,    and   in   a  manner  which  has 
never  been  iuthciently  elucidated. e  The  friends 
of  lord  Chatham,   after  the  time  when  the  ne- 
gotiation ceafecl,  were  ianguine  in  their  expee-1 
adFcb.       tations  of  its  fuccefs.     Lord  Lyttleton,  in  the 
committee  on  the  itate  of  the  nation,  laid  there 
remained  one  man  who  greatly  and  wifely  dif- 
approved  of  contenting  to  render  America  in-1 
dependent  ;  and  if  the    continuance    of    war 
ihould  finally  be  decided  on,  or  new  hoftilities 
ihould  be  commenced  in  ©ur  own  defence,  he 
was  (till  equal  to  conduct  them  with  fuccefs. 
nih.         ]\ir#  Grenville  fpoke  in  the  houie  of  commons 
in  terms  ftill   more    decilive  :   "I  think,"  he 

b  From  private  information  and  correfpondence. 

c  See  authentic  account  of  the  part  taken  by  the  earl  of  Chatham 
in  a  tranfaclion  which  parted  in  the  beginningof  the  year  1778.  An- 
nual Regilter,  1778,  p.  244-,  et  i'eq.  and  in  various  other  publica- 
tions. 

faid, 
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laid,  "  notwithstanding  all  pail  occurrences,  chap. 
that  the  colonies  may,  by  proper  meafures,  be  XXXI[- 
yet  brought  back  to  a  itate  of  conititutional  I778> 
obedience,  and  we  may  once  more  recover  their 
affections.  If  there  be  a  man  who  has  ferved 
this  nation  with  honour  to  himfelf,  and  glory 
to  his  country  ;  if  there  be  a  man  who  has  car- 
ried the  arms  of  Britain  triumphant  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  that  beyond  the 
moft  fangnine  expectations  of  the  people  ;  if 
there  be  a  man  of  whom  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
Hands  more  particularly  in  awe  ;  if  there  be  a 
man  in  this  country,  who  unites  the  confidence 
of  England  and  America,  is  not  he  the  proper 
perfon  to  treat  with  America,  and  not  thole 
who  have  uniformly  deceived  and  oppreffed 
them  ?  There  is  not  one  preient  who  is  igno- 
rant of  the  perfon  to  whom  I  allude.  You  all 
know  that  I  mean  a  noble  and  near  relation, 
lord  Chatham.  He  is  the  man  whom  his  ma- 
jelly  ought  to  call  to  his  councils,  becaufe  the 
Americans  revere  him,  and  the  unbiaffed  part 
of  the  nation  would  molt  cheerfully  truft  their 
deareft  interefts  with  him  ;  if  it  mall  be  found 
that  to  him  the  nation  looks  forward  for  its 
faivation,  it  is  a  duty  which  his  majefty  owes 
to  his  people  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  refpecl- 
able  alhftance."  Lord  North  anfwered  thefe 
obier.vations  with  his  accuftomed  iincerity. 
Paft  events  did  not  enable  him  to  afcertain  the 
favourable  difpolition  of  America  towards  in- 
dividuals or  parties  in  either  houfe;  he  believed 
all  men  and  all  parlies  equally  obnoxious  to 
them;  and  whenever  proportions  fhould  be 
made,  the  colonies  would  not  confider  who  made 
them,  but  whether  the  terms  were  adequate  to 
their  expectations.  He  would  cheerfully  re- 
fign  the  difagreeable  talk  to  any  perfon  who  was 

thought 
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thought  better  qualified,  and  content  to  ac- 
cept it. 

The  conciliatory  bills  bad  fcarcely  received 
tbe  royal  atfent,  when  lord  North  gave  notice 
that  he  iliould  prefent  a  mefiage  from  the  king ; 
Mr.  Grenville,  in  common  with  the  whole 
houfe,  anticipating  the  fubjecl;,  moved  for  co- 
pies  of  all  communications  with  the  embafiador 
at  the  court  of  France.  The  motion  was  over- 
ruled, d  after  a  lhort  debate,  in  which  the  mi- 
niftcr  faicl  he  never  denied  the  iignature  of  the 
treaty  ;  it  was  now  published  by  the  French  J 
if  their  intereit  confifted  in  promulgating,  his 
duty  required  concealment  of  its  contents. 

The  royal  meifage  itated  the  receipt  of  no- 
tice, by  order  of  the  French  king,  that  he  had 
concluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  certain  perlbns  employed  by  his  majefty's 
revolted  fubjects  in  North  America,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  offenfive  communication,  the 
Britiih  embaifador  was  ordered  to  withdraw 
from  Paris,  and  the  king  relied  on  the  zealous 
and  affectionate  ipirit  of  his  people  to  repel  in- 
fult,  and  maintain  the  national  reputation. 
The  note  of  the  French  embafikdor  M'as  laid 
before  the  houfe,  conceived  in  terms  of  irony 
and  derifon.  *  "  The  United  States  of  America/' 
it  faid,  "  zvho  are  in  J  all  pojfefjion  of  independ- 
ence, as  pronounced  by  them  on  the  fourth 
of  July,  1776,  having  propofed  to  the  king,  to 
consolidate  by  a  formal  convention,  the  con- 
nection begun  to  be  eftabliilied  between  the 
two  nations,    the   refpective    plenipotentiaries 

d  tji  to  14.6. 

«  The  expiefljon  of  Waihington,  who  adds,  «  more  degrading  to 
the  pride  arid  dignity  01  Britain  than  any  thing  the  has  ever  ex- 
perienced fir.ee  ftie  has  been  a  nation.  It  is  not  an  a£tual  declara- 
tion of  war,  but  certainly  mult  produce  one."  Washington'*  Letters, 
vol,  ii.  p.  278. 

have 
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have  figned  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  com-  chap. 
merce.  The  French  king  being  determined  to  2J2' 
cultivate  the  good  underftandi ng  fubfifting  be-  i77s. 
twcen  France  and  Great  Britain,  by  every 
means  compatible  with  his  dignity,  and  the  good 
of  his  fa bjects,  makes  this  proceeding  known 
to  the  court  of  London,  and  declares  that  the 
contracting  parties  have  paid  great  attention 
not  toftipulate  any  exclufive  advantages  in  fa- 
vour of  the  French  nation  ;  and  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  referved  the  liberty  of  treating 
with  every  nation  zchatever,  upon  the  fame 
footing  of  equality  and  reciprocity.  In  making 
this  communication  to  the  court  of  London, 
the  king  is  firmly  perfuaded  the  will  find  new 
proofs  of  his  majefiy's  conftant  and fincere  dif- 
pofition  for  peace;  and  that  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  animated  by  the  fame  fentiments,  will 
equally  avoid  every  tiling  that  may  alter  then- 
good  harmony;  and  will  particularly  take  ef- 
fectual meafures  to  prevent  the  commerce  be- 
tween his  majefty 's  fu  bjects  and  the  United  States 
of  North  America  from  being  interrupted  ;  and 
to  caufe  all  the  mfages  received  between  com- 
mercial nations  to  be,  in  this  refpect,  obferved, 
and  all  thofe  rules  which  can  be  laid  to  fnbfiil 
between  the  two  crowns  of  France  and  Great 
Britain.  In  this  juft  confidence,  the  underngn- 
ed  etnbaffador  thinks  it  fuperfluous  to  acquaint 
the  Britiih  miniiter,  that  the  king  his  mailer, 
being  determined  to  protect  effectually  the  la 
ful  commerce  of  his  fubjeHs,  and  maintain  thz 
dignity  of  his  flag,  has  taken  eventual  ntea fares 
in  concert  with  the  United  States  of  North 
America." 

In  difcuffmo-  the  motion   for  an  addrefs,  an  Motion  for 
amendment  was   propoied,   requeuing  ms  ma- 
jefty to  difmifs  the  minifwy  ;  but  no  ieniiment 

VOL.     ill.  F  Wdi 
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chap,  was  uttered  derogatory  t  >  the  reprefentatives  of 
xxxill.  a  nation  thus,  in  the  perfon  of  the  fovereigrr, 
y~^s?  wantonly  and  audaciouily  infulted.  Lord  North 
was,  however,  reproached  for  a  culpable  neglect 
of  the  means  of  information  and  defence  ;  he 
had  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  furprifed  at  the  noti- 
fication of  a  treaty  which  appeared  to  have 
been  two  years  under  difcuffiofl ;  and  on  the 
eve  of  a  war,  the  kingdom  was  deftitute  of  ade- 
quate provifion  for  internal  fafety. 

Governor  Powxall,  without  intending 
to  vindicate  the  minifter,  explained  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  the  treaty,  the  very  idea  of 
which  had  not  exiftcd  fix  months,  and  the 
actual  negotiation  not  three  months.  In 
Auguft  the  American  commiffioners  began  to 
prefs  the  minifters  of  France  for  an  explicit 
declaration,  and  effectual  aihftance,  which  was 
evaded  by  the  crafty  cabinet  of  Verfailles, 
where  the  infidious  policy  of  an  oftenfible  neu- 
trality, and  indirect  aid,  was  preferred.  At  a 
period  when  diftreiTes  and  apprcheniions  bore 
hard  on  the  Americans,  the  French,  profiting  of 
fheir  diftrefs,  took  oceafion  to  attempt  extort- 
ing from  them  an  inequitable  compacl.  When 
the  account  of  Burgoyne's  fuccefTes,  and  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoga  arrived,  the  Americans 
had  loft  all  hopes,  the  negotiation  with  France 
was  fufpended,  and  mutual  reproaches  had  al- 
mofi  occafioncd  a  breach  between  the  French 
miniftry  and  the  American  eommifhoners.  In 
their  defpair  the  commiffioners  attempted, 
through  the  channel  of  governor  Pownall,  to 
commence  a  treaty  with  the  mother- country 
for  reconciliation,  and  rc-efrablifhmeut  of  peace; 
and  even  declared,'  that  although  an  acknow- 
ledgment oi'  independency  was  a  fine  qua  non, 
vet  ea  that  and  all  other  points,   they  would 

ufe 
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ufc  all  endeavours  to  fave  the  honour  of  their   chap. 
parent  country.     Of  this  intimation  Pownall    **™* 
caufed  the  government  to  be  apprized,  but  re-      ,778. 
ceived  for  anfwer  that  the  bafis  of  the  treaty 
was  inadmiffible. 

Despairing  of  reconciliation,  the  com- 
mifiioners,  in  September  or  Oclober,  renewed 
their  negotiation  with  France,  and  fettled  a  few 
preliminaries,  ad  referendum,  which  were  tranf- 
mittedto  America"  for  the  approbation  of  con- 
grefs.  But  when  the  news  of  Burgoyne's 
difafter  arrived,  and  when  the  French  miniftry 
under ftood  lord  North's  intention  to  bring- 
forward  a  conciliatory  plan,  they  advanced 
without  hefitation  towards  the  American  com- 
miffioners,  and  executed  a  treaty  on  their  own 
terms. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  interefting  narrative, 
governor  Pownall  proceeded  to  obferve,  that 
peace  with  America  was  yet  probable,  if  Great 
Britain  would  purfue  the  proper  eourfe.  "  The 
Americans  are  and  muft  be  independent.  We 
acknowledge  it  in  our  own  acts  ;  and  have  in- 
deed, however  we  may  cover  our  ihame  with 
words,  refigned  all  dominion  over  them.  They 
will  never  refcind  thefyftem  contained  in  their 
four  grand  acts ;  the  declaration  of  rights ; 
the  manifefto  to  all  nations  ;  the  declaration 
of  independency  ;  and  the  act  of  confedera- 
tion ;  but  if  parliament  will  extend  the  powers 
of  the  comminioners,  lb  far  as  to  acknowledge 
their  independence  on  conditions,  they  will, 
in  return,  form  a  federal  treaty,  often  live,  de- 
fenfive,  and  commercial,  with  us." 

The  compact  figned  at  Paris  was  not  yet 
ratified  by  can  grefs,  and  by  a  fpeedy  and  can- 
did exertion,  this  country  might  y<  I  be  enabled 
to  take  advantage  of  the  natural  predilection 

f  a  prevailing 
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chap,  prevailing  in  America,  and  either  fruftrate  the 
xxxiii.  Fiench  treaty,  or  by  entering  into  one  on 
^Tr^  equal  terms,  iucceed  in  depriving  the  French 
of  all  the  benefits  of  their  dexterity,  fince  the 
Americans  would  more  willingly  keep  their 
commerce  in  its  accuftomed  channel,  than  en- 
gage villi  ftrnngers,  with  whofe  language  they 
Were  unacquainted.  If  a  federal  treaty  were 
not  adopted,  and  the  Americans  mould  ever 
be  induced  to  treat  on  other  terms,  one  of 
their  firft  demands  in  nil  he  a  reimburfement 
of  expences,  and  an  indemnification  for  loffes. 
A  pecuniary  remuneration  was  i.npoffihle;  but, 
inftead  of  that  mode,  government  mull  facri- 
fice  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Newfound- 
land fiihery  ;  this  he  knew  would  be  injijied  on ; 
but  if  independence,  were  conceded,  America 
could  onlv  treat  on  the  fame  "round  as  any 
Other  independent  nation,  and  indemnities 
were  by  them  never  required.  He  expofed 
the  fallacy  of  arguments  tending  to  mew  our 
force  inefficient  for  refiftance  to  the  nev 
encmv,  and  concluded,  by  declining  to  inter- 
fere  with  the  amendment :  he  was  indifferent 
who  were  or  mould  be  minifters ;  but  coin- 
cided in  every  feeling  of  refentment  expreffed 
by  the  addrefs. 

General  Cox  way  fupported  the  princi- 
ples fo  ablv  advanced  by  Governor  Pownall, 
and  corroborated  his  ftatements  by  obferving, 
lie  had  ieen  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  written 
fince  the  fignature  of  the  French  treaty,  offer- 
ing peace,  if  Cheat  Britain  would  forego  the 
claim  to  fupremacy  ;  and  Mr.  Dundas  laid,  he 
mould  rather  will]  to  form  a  federal  union  than 
lofe  America,  or  let  her  fall  into  the  hands  of 
Prance. 

Lojip   Chatham   was  feveral  times  men- 
tioned 
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tioned  in  the  debate,  as  a  minifter  who  could  chap. 
unite  the  confidence  of  all  parties,  terrify  the    ^^!i' 
houfe  of  Bourbon,    and    conciliate  America;      i77s. 
but  lord  North,  after  repeating  his  difregard 
of  his    employments,    obferved,    that  as   the 
intereft  of  the  empire,   no  let's  than  his  own 
pride,  required  his    continuance  in  office,  he 
was  determined  not  to  quit  the  helm,  until  the 
veiTel  was  fafe  in  port. 

The  original  addrefs  was  carried/ 

Ant    amendment   was    propofed   in  the   up-   Addrefs  in 
per,   fimilar   to    that  in    the   lower  houfe;  no  X^X? 
oppofition  was  offered   by   the  lords  in  admi- 
niftration,    except  one  tingle  remark,    that  it 
was  unprecedented  to   clog  an  addrefs  with  a 
condition,  implying  that  a  meafure,   right  in 
itfelfj  ought  not  to  be  purfued,  unlefs  fome- 
thing   elfe    were    granted.      The   debate    was 
chiefly  maintained    by  two  diftinet  parties  in 
oppofition,  of  whom  fome  were  defirous  to  pre- 
ferve  peace  with  France  at  all  events,  and  con- 
cede   the    independence    of   America,    while 
others  felt  the  indignity  offered  to  Great  Bri- 
tain,  as  a  juftification  of  inftant  hoftdity;  and 
reprefented  the  lofs  of  America  as  the  termina- 
tion of  Britilh  profperity  :  the  amendment  was 
negatived,1    and    the   addrefs   carried.1      Ad-  »dM*» 
drei'fes   were  alfo  returned   to    a    menage    for 
calling  out  the  militia,   without  divihon  or  de- 
bate. 

The  navy  engaged  a  eonfide'Mbte  portion  Debate  on 
of  parliamentary    attention.      Before    the   re-  theiuv>- 
ceipt  of  the   menage  respecting   France,    the 
condition  of  this  bulwark  of  the  Bntilh  empire  "ti>  and 
had  been  feverely  fcrutinized  in  the  committee        '  ''  J 
offupply.     An  account  of  the  ihips  in  Gi'cat 
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Britain  and  Ireland  being  fubmitted  to  the 
committee  on  the  fiate  of  the  nation,  Fox 
founded  on  it  a  motion,  that  the  navy  was 
inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Temple  Luttrell  followed  the  mover,  and  con- 
cluded a  long  fpeech,  fully  difplaying  the  bad 
condition  of  the  mips,  the  neglect  of  fupplies, 
and  the  general  deplorable  ftate  of  the  fervice 
in  every  department,  by  declaring,  that  nothing 
could  be  clearer  than  the  inadequacy  of  the 
naval  power  to  the  prefent  crifis  of  public  affairs, 
excepting  the  proftitution,  mifmanagement, 
and  atrocious  criminality  of  thofe  miniiters 
whom  our  deluded  fovereign  had  fatally  chofen 
to  entruft  with  this  belt  protection  of  the 
realm.  No  detailed  anfwer  was  given  to 
his  ltatements  or  arguments,  as  the  king's 
meHage  refpecling  France  was  then  in  prepara- 
tion ;  but  admiral  Keppel  took  occafion  to 
fay,  that  if  he  had  the  honour  to  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he  rather  wiihed 
to  have  a  fmall  fleet  well  fitted  and  completely 
manned,  than  a  large  number  of  mips  badly 
equipped.  The  previous  queftion  was  nega- 
tived without  a  divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  duke  of  Bolton 
moved  for  the  perfonal  examination  of  the  fur* 
veyor  of  the  navy.  Lord  Sandwich,  declaring 
he  did  not  wifli  to  evade  the  clofeft  inveftiga- 
tion,  refifteo1  the  piopcntion,  as  tending  to 
injure  the  country  by  making  improper  dif- 
clofures ;  the  papers  already  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe  afforded  undue  information.  The  mo- 
tion,was  negatived1;  but  lord  Radnor  ob? 
ferved,  that  in  rejecting  it  for  the  reafons 
aingned,  the  houfe  treated  the  firft  lord  of  the 
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admiralty  with  more  refpeet  than  their  aneeftors  CHAP. 
had  treated  the  hulband  or'  the  queen  of  Eng-  ^*JJ\' 
land.  1778. 

The  earl  of  Effingham,  Securing  lord  Sand-  ?lft.^r* 
wich  of  grofs  mifmanagement,  and  reprefent-  fingha™** 
ing  the  marine  in  the  mod  difgraceful  view,  motion. 
moved  a  feries    of  propofitions,  for   difclofing 
the  itate   of  the  riavv   during  the  lait  eight 
years,  the  ordinary  el li mates,  and  mips  broke 
up,  built,  and  repaired.    The  prof  eiied  objects  of 
theie  motions  was  the  enforcement  of  economy, 
which,  he  faid,  was  grofsly  violated  in  every 
branch  of  the  fervice  :  there  was  a  conitant 
repugnancy  between    the  eftimatcs    and   the 
actual  expenditure,  which   was  a  grofs   infult 
to  parliament,  and  a  fhameful  fallacy  and  de- 
ceit.    Lord  Sandwich  made  a  fpeeific  defence 
on  each  head,    and,    comparing    the   prefent 
itate  of  the  navy  with   its  condition  in  1727, 
formed  deductions  highly  favourable  to  his  own 
adminiftration  ;    the  Britiih   force    then   con- 
fifted  of  a  hundred  and  ninety  mips  of  war, 
it  was  now  three  hundred  and  feventy -three; 
and  expences  of  every  kind  were  doubled.     In 
the  courfe  of  debate,  many   collateral  topies 
were  agitated  ;  the  management  of  Greenwich 
hofpital,    the   improvidence  in    forming   con- 
tracts, and  the  peculations  in  the  dock  yards; 
and  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  was  threaten* 
cd   with    popular  vengeance.      The  populace 
would  rife,  and,   as  the  Dutch  had  treated  the 
De  Witts,  tear  him  limb  from  limb.     The  de- 
bate then  became  exceedingly  tumultuous,  and 
the  motions  were  all  negatived. 

Previously  to  this  debate,  the  attention  istb^ftr, 
of  the  houfe  had  been  engaged  on  the  fubjeet  £?£* 
of  Contracts:    the   carl   of  Effingham,  in   t|ie  of  lords  on 
Committee  on  the  itate  of  the  nation,  pointed  »"tra8s. 

■I  4  out 


C  HAP 

X.vXIII 

177S. 


50th. 
In  the 

houfe  of 
commons 


72  HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

out  what  he  confide  red  a  mon  fcandalous  want 
of  economy  in  the  tranfport  iervice,  by  which 
an  expence  had  been  created  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds ;  witneiies  were  examined, 
and  fe.veral  reiblutions  tendeied,  which  were 
difpoied  of  by  voting  the  chairman  to  leave 
the  chair. 

Colonel  Barre'  alfo  moved  for  a  felecl; 
committee  to  infpect  the  public  accounts; 
charging  the  minifter  with  grofs  negligence 
and  ignorance  in  making  contracts,  and  the 
houfe  with  ihameful  and  traiterous  fervility 
in  fain-honing  his  evalions  and  delufions. 
He  analy fed,  with  ferupulous  fe verity,  the 
conduct  of  agents  and  contractors;  the  mode 
of  dividing  profits;  and  cenfured,  in  un- 
qualified terms,  the  contra6ts  and  agencies 
of  Harley  and  Drummond,  on  the  Spanhh, 
Portugueze,  and  Britifh  gold  coin  ;  and  Mr. 
Atkinibn,  relative  to  his  rum  contract,  and 
agency  for  the  hire  of  tranfports  for  the  trea- 
fury.  But  it  was  not  wonderful,  he  faid,  that 
great  funis  had  been  devoured  by  contracts,' 
when  the  minifter  was  fo  criminally  ignorant  as 
not  to  know  currency  from  fierling. 

Loin)  North  having  explained  himfelf 
with  fome  warmth  on  the  imputed  ignorance 
and  mifconducl,  and  confented  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  a  report  was  preiented 
to  the  houfe,  but  at  too  late  a  period  to  be 
taken  into  confideration. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke  took  ad- 
ge.ofthefe  difcuihons  to  catch  at  popu- 
larity, by  introducing  a  bill  for  the  excluiion 
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ot  contractors  from  parliament,  unleis  their 
contracts  were  obtained  by  a  public  bidding. 
'Jhe  debate  on  the  preparatory  motion  was.  as 
might  be  expected,  a  lines  of  dcdauiaPons, 
6  or 
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or  of  artful  fuggeftions,  defigned  to  entrap  chap. 
the  miniiter.  The  motion  was  faid  not  to  ^^* 
be  hoftile  to  the  perfons  or  characters  of  con-  i7:i. 
tractors,  but  framed  to  prevent  the  foul  deeds 
Imputed  to  minifters  and  men,  fuppofed  in 
league  to  rob  the  public.  The  miniiter,  if  he 
conhdered  properly  his  own  interefr,  reputa- 
tion, and  perfonal  fati.faction,  ought  to  fup- 
port  the  motion  ;  and  contractors  would  be 
relieved  from  all  the  obloquy  to  which  they 
were  expofed.  It  was  not  difmgecl  to  exclude 
them  for  being  contractors  in  a  fair,  open, 
equitable  manner ;  but  for  being  clofet  con- 
tractors, private  plunderers;  confederates  with 
a  corrupt  administration  ;  robbing  their  coun- 
try, and  either  Sharing  the  fpoil  with  the  reft 
of  the  public  confpirators,  or  with  fome 
others,  more  remote  from  the  general  obferva- 
tion. 

Many  reflections  were  made  on  the  perfons, 
characters,  and  gains  of  contractors ;  and  lord 
George  Gordon,  an  intemperate  fanatic,  called 
the  miniiter,  the  greateft  of  all  contractors  ;    a 
contractor  for  men ;    a  contractor  for  parlia- 
mentary flocks  ;    a  contractor  for  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people.     He  Sincerely  wiihed  him 
to  five  his  country,   and  his  own  life ;  to  call 
off  his  butchers  and  ravagers  from  the  colonics; 
to   retire   with   the   reft  of  his   majeiry's    evil 
advifers,    from    the   public   government,    and 
make  May  for  honeft  and  wiier  counfellors;  "  to 
turn  from   his  wickednefs  and   live."     It  was 
not  yet  too  late  to  repent ;  the  public  clamour 
for  revenge  was  not  yet  raifed  again  ft  him ;  his 
majefty's  troops  were  not  yet  totally  defeated 
hi   America. 

Such  a  meafure,  fupportod  by  fueh   argu- 
ments, met  with  the  deferved  fate.    Many  \\  ho 
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v.  ere  obliged  to  court  popularity  on  any  terms, 
lent  their  fanction,  though  convinced  of  its 
futility,  and,  at  the  firft  convenient  opportu- 
nity, abandoned  the  caufe  they  reluctantly 
fuftained.  On  the  fccond  reading,  a  motion 
for  the  fpeaker  to  leave  the  chair  being  ne- 
gatived b\  a  majority  of  two  only,  a  new  pro- 
pofal  was  brought  forward  to  adjourn  the 
commitment  for  two  months,  when  fix  fupport- 
ers  of  the  bid  quilting  the  houfe,  the  queftion 
was  carried,  and  the  bill  loft.  k 

Another  attempt  to  acquire  popularity  was 
made  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  who  moved,  in  a  com- 
mittee of  fupply,  to  impofe,  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  a  tax  of  one  fourth  part 
of  the  net  annual  income,  on  all  falaries,  fees, 
and  pcrquifites  of  office,  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum,  and  on  all  annuities, 
peniions,  itipends,  or  other  yearly  gratuities  iflu- 
ing  out  of  the  exchequer,  or  any  branch  of  his 
majeuy's  revenues.  This  propofition  was  car- 
ried in  the  committee,1  but  rejected  on  bringing 
up  the  report.  ra 

A  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
formed  to  revife  the  Iriih  trade  laws.  The  pro- 
pofition originated  with  lord  N  ugent,  but  was 
llrcnuouily  fupported  by  the  oppohtion  mem- 
bers, particularly  Burke,  and  carried  without 
diflent.  In  the  committee,  lord  Nugent  ob- 
ferved,  that  from  a  feries  of  unihaken  loyalty, 
his  countrymen,  the  Irith,  were  entitled  to 
every  encouragement  which  good  and  faithful 
fubjects  could  deferve,  and  a  wife  and  grate- 
ful government  beftow ;  opprevhve  la\vrs  had 
hitherto  been  their  only  reward :    he  did  not, 


k  The  divifion  on  the  firft  motion  was  115  to  113  j  on  thefefond 
J13  to  IOQ. 

1   100  %  2z.         «   147  to  14.1. 
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however,  mean  to  offer  complaints ;  if  he  chap 
did,  his  generous  countrymen  would  difavow  J^^JJJ 
them ;  they  faw  Great  Britain  in  diftrefs  ;  '77*. 
their  refentment  was  huflied  ;  arid  forgetful  of 
their  wrongs,  they  made  an  uniblicited  tender 
of  their  lives  and  fortunes.  From  a  view  of 
all  the  laws  which  bore  hard  on  Ireland,  he 
had  drawn  up  a  few  relblutions,  which  he  hoped 
the  committee  would  adopt,  lie  anticipated 
fome  oppolition  from  the  Weft  India  planters, 
but  trulted  the  houfe  would  not  be  influenced 
by  arguments  founded  on  felfiihnefs.  He 
■moved,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  might  be 
permitted  to  fend  on  board  Britiih  veffels,  navi- 
gated according  to  law,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  other  foreign  fettlements,  all  Iriili  manu- 
factures, wool  and  woollen  cloths  excepted. 
The  motion  was  (lightly  objected  to,  but  car- 
ried without  a  divifion. 

Resolutions  were  afterwards  adopted  for 
importing  into  Ireland,  from  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
all  goods  except  indigo  and  tobacco  ;  for  per- 
mitting the  direct  exportation  from  Ireland  to 
all  places,  except  Great  Britain,  of  glafs  manu- 
factured in  that  kingdom;  permitting,  by  the 
abolition  of  a  duty  amounting  to  a  prohibition, 
the  importation  of  cotton-yarn,  the  manufacture 
of  Ireland,  into  Great  Britain  ;  and  allowing  the 
importation  of  Irifli  fail-cloth  and  cordage. 

During  the  Eafter  recefs,  a  formidable  op-  oPpofi- 
pofition  was  formed  among  the  trading  cities  tion- 
and  towns,  againft  the  bills  founded  on  thefe 
relblutions.  The  frit  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  the 'houfe  was  from  the  manu- 
facturers of  Somerfetlbire,  againit  the  bill  for 
permitting  the  importation  of  fail-cloth  from 
Ireland.  Burke,  who  through  miftake  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  obferved  he  had 

UIKX 
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chap,    fmce  difcovered,  that  fuch  a  law  was  already 
ciil!i    m  bein^.     If  the  bill,  he  obfervcd,   was  to  be 
1773.      productive  of  the  confequences  hated  in  the 
petition,   it  was  extraordinary  the  petitioners 
forgot  to  complain  when  they  were  hurt,  and 
felt   fo  ftrongly  when   there  was  not  even  a 
pcflibility  of  fuftaining  injury.     From  this  he 
inferred,  that  the  jealoufy  entertained  of  the 
other  bills  was  equally  ill  founded,  and  only 
originated  in   grofs   prejudice,    or  the   felliih 
*th May.    views  of  individuals.    Petitions  in  unufual  num- 
jjumerous    bers  alio  flowed  in  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
pcution,,     f|oni^  anc|  fr03n  maDy  different  dalles  of  manu- 
facturers. • 
6th.  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  declaring  it  the  duty  of 

every  independent  man  to  refill  the  bills,  be- 
cauie  fanctioned  by  lord  North,  endeavoured 
to  procure  the  rejection  of  that  founded  on 
the  firft  refolution ;  but  was  fuccefsfully  op- 
pofed  by  Burke,  who  ably  diftinguiihed  himfclf 
throughout  the  proceedings.  The  bills  before 
the  houfe,  he  laid,  reftored  only  what  the 
wifdom  of  the  Britiih  parliament  had,  on  a 
former  occafion,  granted  to  Ireland.  In  the 
twelfth  of  Charles  II.  the  Britifh  navigation 
act.  palled,  extending  equally  to  Ireland.  A 
kind  of  left-handed  policy  had,  however,  de- 
prived her  of  the  freedom  enjoyed  by  that 
a6t,  and  the  had  ever  fmce  remained  under  the 
fnoft  cruel,  oppreilive,  and  unnatural  restrictions. 
Deprived  of  every  incentive  to  induftry,  and 
excluded  from  every  paffage  to  wealth,  the  had 
inwardly  lamented,  but  never  complained,  of 
her  condition.  He  did  not  mean,  by  defcrib- 
ing  her  tit  nation,  to  engage  the  humanity  of 
the  houfe.     The  people  of  Ireland  would  not 

»  Thefe  petitions  were  fo  numerous,  that  a  mere  nb  ft  raft  of  them 
•ctupies  14  cfliivo  pages,  ciofVly  printed,  on  a  very  finall  type. 
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accept  of  favours;  they  called  for  juftice,  not    chap. 
pity ;    they   requeftecl  Britain  to  be  wife,   not   xxxiir. 
generous ;    to  provide  for  her  own  good,  and      lll%, 
fecure  her  own  intereft,  fenfible  that  wifdom 
and  prudence  would  chelate,  that  to  accomplifh 
thefe,   a  contrary  conduct  towards  them   was 
neceffary.     The   annual    revenue   of  the   two 
kino'doms   had  been  exultinsilv,  but  mod  in- 
equitably,  drawn  into  comparifon,  to  prove  that 
Ireland  paid  no  proportion  of  tax.     The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  did  not  conftitute  the  fpeci- 
fic  difference  in   the  article   of  taxation,   but 
the  diiVm6tion  of  internal  opulence,  and  ex- 
ternal advantage.     According  to  that  rule  of 
comparifon,  Ireland  was  taxed  in  a  quadruple 
proportion  more   than   England.      The  inter- 
nal wealth,  and  external  advantage  of  trade 
and   commerce,   were  forty  times   greater   in 
England  than  in  Ireland,  who  was  taxed,  al- 
though deprived  of  the  means  of  payment  by 
reftrictions   on   trade.      "  Enlarge   her  ability 
"  to  pay,"  hefaid,  and  in  proportion,  augment 
her  taxes.     The  low  rate  of  labour  is  a  niiffatorv 
argument,  for  till  the  price  of  labour  is  equal, 
the  fuperiority  of  manufacture  will  remain  with 
England.     The  price  of  labour  riles  with  the 
growth  of  manufacture ;    is  highefr,  when  the 
manufacture  is  beft ;    and  where  the  price  o£' 
labour  is  molt  advanced,  the  manufacturer  is 
able  to  fell  his  commodity  at  the  loweft  price. 
He  refitted  the  effect  of  the  petitions,  on  con- 
sidering them  the  mere  offspring  of  conjecture. 
Ireland  could  not  vie  with  England  in  mam  - 
faeliires;  an  act  permitting  the  free  exportation 
of  manufactured  iron,  had  not  been  profecutedj 
the  only  article  imported  under  it  into  England 
was,  a  quantity  of  cork-fcrews,  which,  though 
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chap,  evidences  of  luxury,  afforded  but  a  feeble  proof 
xxxiil  of  excellence  of  manufacture.  Thejb ill  for  free 
J77s.  importation  of  woollen  yarn  into  England,  had 
been  oppofed  by  petitions  from  every  part  of 
the  country  ;  yet  experience  compelled  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  its  beneficial  tendency.  It 
was  abi'urd  to  think  that  a  participation  of  ma- 
nufacture would  be  detrimental ;  the  woollen 
manufacture  had  been  planted  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom;  and  competition  had  not  de- 
prclfed  but  promoted  the  trade.  He  lamented, 
that  in  one  inftance,  his  confeience  impelled  him 
to  oppofe  the  willies,  though  not  the  interefts, 
of  his  conftituents  at  Briftol;  if,  from  his 
conduct,  he  mould  forfeit  their  fuffrages  at  an 
enfuing  election,  it  would  ftand  on  record,  an 
example  to  future  reprefentatives  of  the  com- 
mons of  England,  that  one  man  at  Ieaft  had 
dared  to  refift  the  defires  of  his  conftituents, 
when  his  judgment  affured  him  they  were 
wrong. 
iTthMay.  The  houfe  divided  in  favour  of  the  bills  ;' 
relief  af-  tne  petitioners  were  afterwards  heard  by  coun- 
toided.  ill,  and  notwithstanding  the  general  difpofition 
of  parliament,  and  the  concurrence  of  both 
fides,  in  not  confidcring  it  as  a  party  queftion, 
the  clamour  of  the  interefted  bore  down  the 
fenfe  of  the  legiflattire;  a  fort  of  compromife 
was  effected  ;  mod  of  the  advantages  intended 
for  Ireland  were  abandoned  ;  fome  enlarge- 
ment was  afforded  to  the  linen  trade,  and  fome 
openings  allowed  in  the  Weil  India  and  African 
commerce  ;  but  the  whole  tranfaclion  was  con- 
fidered  rather  as  an  earneftof  future  conceilion, 
than  as  a  meaiure  of  prefent  fatisfaclion, 
iftMsiy.         During  the  frffion,  a  dutiful  and  modeft 
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addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  king-,  figned  by  chap 
nine  Roman  Catholic  peers  ;  lord  Surry,  heir  to  *JJ!2 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  a  hundred  and  fixty-  l^'s- 
three  other  commoners,  alluring  him  of  their 
refpeetful  attachment  to  his  perfon,  and  the 
civil  conftitution  of  the  country,  which  hav- 
ing been  perpetuated  through  all  changes  of 
religious  opinions  and  eftablilhments,  was 
at  length  perfected  by  that  revolation  which 
placed  his  majefty's  illudrious  houfe  on  the 
throne,  and  inieparably  united  his  title  to  the 
crown,  with  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. Their  exclufion  from  the  benefits  of  that 
conftitution,  did  not  diminiih  their  reverence 
for  it;  they  fubmitted  with  patience  to  fucfa 
reductions  and  discouragements  as  the  legis- 
lature thought  expedient  ;  they  thankfully 
received  fuch  relaxations  of  rigour  as  the  mild- 
nefs  of  an  enlightened  age,  and  the  benignity 
of  his  majefty's  government,  had  gradually 
produced;  and  fubmiffively  waited,  without pre- 
suming to  fugged  either  time  or  meaiure,  for 
fuch  further  indulgence  as  thofe  happy  caufei 
mud,  in  their  own  feafon,  effect.  Their  dhTent 
from  the  eftabliihment  was  purely  confcienti- 
ous;  they  held  no  opinions  adverfe  to  govern- 
ment, or  repugnant  to  the  duties  of  good 
citizens.  For  confirmation  of  this  atleition, 
they  referred  to  their  irreproachable  conduct 
during  many  years,  and  dill  profelled  an  un- 
alterable attachment  to  the  cauie  and  welfare 
of  the  country,  and  an  utter  deteftation  of  the 
defigns  and  views  of  any  foreign  power,  againft 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  lately  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  fubject.  The  delicacy  of  their 
fit  nation  precluded  them  from  indicating  any 
particular  mode  in  which  they  might  teitiry 
their  zeal  ;    but  they  would  ever   be  ready  to 
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chap,   give  fuch  proofs  of  fidelity,  and  purity  of  in- 
2JJ2*  tuition,  as  his  majefty's  wifdom,  and  the  fenfe 

i77s.      of  the  nation,  ihould  deem  expedient. 
14th  May.       Tins  fenfible  add refs  probably  conciliated 
Bill  for       administration  towards  a  motion  made  by  Sir 
their  rehet.  Qe0Tgt  Savile,  to  repeal  certain  penalties  and 
disabilities  created  by  an  act  of  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  of  William  III.  for  preventing  the  fur- 
tl  er  growth   of  popery.     lie  adverted  to  the 
peaceable  and  loyal  behaviour  of  that  feet  un- 
der a  government  which,  though  not  fevere  in 
enforcing,  yet  IniFered  fuch  intolerable  penal- 
ties and   disqualifications,    to   remain    on -the 
ftatutcs.       lie   drew  favourable  inferences  to 
their  late  loyal  addrefs,  and  propofed  a  tell,  by 
which  they  ihould  bind  themfelves  to  fupport 
the  civil  Government,  by  law  eftablifhed.     The 
motion,  feconded  by  Dunning,  and  fupported 
by  Thurlow  and  lord  Eeiiuchamp,  was  unani- 
mously voted. 
Oppofedin       Tre  bill  paSTed  rapidly  through  the  com- 
iords.°U  ^    'mons,    and   was  but   nightly    oppofed  in  the 
»5th.         upper   ho ufe.      The  biihop  of  Peterborough, 
doctor  liinchcliff,  avowed  becoming  fentiments 
of  liberal ity,  hut  could  not  conceal  from  his 
own  mind   the  genius  of  popery,  fo  as  to  con- 
sider its  religious  principles  altogether  diftincl; 
from  that  political  Superstructure  which   had 
been  railed   on  them ;    and  to  the  fupport  of 
which,   ihould   occalion  offer,  they  might  be 
itill  made  too  fubfervient.     The  laws  for  pro- 
tection of  church  and  ftate  ihould  not  be  altered 
without  due  deliberation ;  according  to  the  ex- 
if! ing  regulations,  a  younger  fon  riiigbt,  by  pro- 
fcfiing  himfeif  a  proteftant,  deprive  his   elder 
brother  of  the  eftate  :  but  mould  this  bill  pals, 
an  eftate  might   be  fo   limited,  as  to  defeend 
only  to  a  catholic  ;  and  a  proteftant  elder  bro-< 
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ther  be  in  capacitated  by  the  limitation-;     Prbvi-  c  rr a  p. 
(ion  was  made  by  the  act  of  William  for  the  main-    £-v— »" 
tenance  and  education  of  a  Ptoteftant  child,       i?;S. 
during  his  father's  life-time,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  lord  chancellor  :  but  though  the  prefent  act 
did  not  alter  that  regulation,  no  care  was  taken 
of  fuch  child  ;  after  the  death  of  his  father,  he 
might  then  be  left  deftitute  becaufe  he  was  not 
a  Roman  Catholic. 

The  marquis  of  Rockingham  contended  that 
the  bill  gave  to  the  Catholics  no  greater  advan3  • 
tages  than  were  polIeHed  by  all  other  defcrip- 
tions  of  men,  and  reprobated  the  ii liberal  po- 
licy of  maintaining  laws  which  fubjeetcd  them 
to  injuries  and  opprefii<  s.  Lord  Sheiburue 
faid,  when  the  penal  clauies  were  propofed  in 
parliament,  nobody  approved,  although  no  one 
had  thefpirit  to  oppofe  them,  and  in  proof  that 
they  were  not  fo  obfolete  as  was  fuppofed,  cited 
the  cafe  of  Molony ;  he  was  apprehended  and 
brou o-ht  to  trial  bv  the  loweft  and  rnoit  defpj- 
cable  of  mankind,  a  common  informing  coii- 
ftable  of  the  city  of  London,  convicted  of  be- 
ing  a  popiih  prieft,  and  the  court  was  reluc- 
tantly obliged  (mocking  as  the  idea  was)  to  con- 
demn him  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  The 
privy  council  ufed  every  effort  to  give  a  legal 
difcharge  to  the  prifoner,  but  the  laws  would 
not  allow  it,  nor  dared  the  king  himfelf  grant  a 
pardon.  Lord  Shelburne,  however,  with  hi* 
colleagues  in  office,  were  fo  perfect  iy  perfuaded 
of  the  impolicy  and  inhumanity  of  the  law, 
that  they  ventured  to  reirore  him  to  liberty. 
The  bill  paifed  without  further  impediment.        PafTed. 

In  the  committee  on  the  itate  of  the  nation,   T9th  Mar. 
Fox,  guided    by   the  papers  which  had   been  F°x'smo- 
communicated  to  the  houfe,  moved  twopropo-  tjve't0ge 
fitions  for   cenfuring  lord  George  Germaine,  neraiBur- 
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on  the  fubjeft  of  Burgoynes  difafter.  He  ex* 
pefted  to  be  anfwered  that  the  plan  of  the  ex- 
pedition Mas  the  general's,  but  the  papers  proved 
the  contrary;  his  plan  was  departed  from,  and 
altered  invariably  for  the  worfe.  The  only  mo- 
tive for  leaving  Canada  was  to  force  his  way 
to  Albany,  and  join  Howe,  but  orders  were 
given  to  one  party  only.  The  fir  ft  proportion 
was  rejected  on  a  divifion, p  and  Fox  indignant- 
ly tearing  the  other  paper,  declared  he  would 
make  no  more  motions.  On  the  fuggeftion  of 
Wedderburne,  it  was  voted  that  the  failure  of 
the  expedition  from  Canada  was  not  caufed  by 
any  neglect  in  the  fecretary  of  Hate ;  but  the 
refolution  was  not  reported  to  the  houie. 

General  Burgoyne,  by  favour  of  con- 
grefs,  was  permitted  to  return  to  England  on 
his  parole :  a  court  of  inquiry,  compofed  of 
general  officers,  pronounced  their  authority 
incompetent  to  an  adjudication  of  his  cafe, 
while  a  prilbner  on  parole  under  the  convention. 
He  demanded  an  audience  of  the  king,  but  was 
refuted  on  the  ground  of  an  eftabliihed  eti- 
quette, which  forbids  the  appearance  at  court 
of  perfons  under  his  circumftances.q  He  enjoy- 
ed, however,  before  the  termination  of  the  let- 
lion,  a- partial  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
conduct,  in  conlcqucnce  of  a  motion  by  My. 
Vvner,  feconded  by  Wilkes,  and  amended  by 
Fox,  for  a  committee  to  confider  the  tranfac* 
tions  of  the  northern  army,  the  convention  at 
Saratoga,  and  the  means  by  which  the  general 
obtained  his  releafe.  Burgoyne  declared  his 
intention  to  have  moved  for  papers  of  great 
importance,  but,  for  the  prcfent,  contented  him- 
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{elf  with  fupporting  the  amendment.  Mejuf*  chap. 
tilled  his  mode  of  employing  the  Indians,  x^1^ 
though  he  avowed  that  he  thought  their  for-  »77». 
vices  over  valued ;  fometimes  insignificant, 
often  barbarous,  always  capricious;  and  the 
employment  of  them  only  juftifiable,  when,  by 
being  united  to  a  regular  army,  they  could  be 
kept  under  controul,  and  made  fubfervient  to 
a  general  fyltem.  He  wiihed  on  this  head  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  evidence  of  M.  St  Luc  de 
Come,  who  had  commanded,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  manners  of  the  Indians  ; 
lie  denied  all  the  ravages  imputed  to  his  army, 
aflerting  that  not  more  than  one  accident  by 
fire  happened  during  their  progrefs.  After 
defcribiug,  as  accurately  as  he  could,  the  con- 
dition of  the  furrendered  force,  the  general  ad- 
verted to  his  own  fituation  :  an  inquiry,  lie 
faid,  had  been  commenced  in  his  abfence  ;  pa- 
pers fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  imperfect  in  fome 
refpecls,  redundant  in  others,  particularly  in  the 
difclofure  of  a  confidential  letter,  the  offspring 
of  a  warm  and  unfufpicious  heart,  which  he 
had  written  to  the  iecrctary  of  ftate,  and  of 
which  advantage  had  been  taken  to  infinuate 
that  he  folicited  employ.  He  defended  his 
progrefs  in  the  campaign,  refuting  feveral  ca- 
lumnious fabrications  ;  fiich  as,  that  generals 
Philips  and  Frazer  were  averfe  to  the  paffa^e 
of  Hudfon's  river,  and  that  his  army  was  en- 
cumbered with  an  enormous  and  unneceffary 
mafs  of  artillery  and  baggage.  The  two  ge- 
nerals were  the  eyes  and  hands  with  which  he 
conducted  all  military  operations  ;  able  advifers, 
faithful  friends,  they  felt  for  his  difficulties,  but 
never  uttered  a  fyllable  implying  preference  of 
an  alternative.  His  communications  with  ge- 
neral Frazer  were  thole  of  unreftrained  friend* 

6  2  ilrip; 
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cn.-vP.  iliip  ;  affection  and  good  vimes  1:o  his  com 
:-  manding  officer  composed  the  laft  fentence  lie 
i}  uttered.  No  more  artillery  accompanied  the 
army  than  the  field  train  deftined  for  the  expe- 
dition, when  Sir  Guv  Carleton  expected  to 
have  concluded  it,  and  all  baggage  of  bulk,  to 
the  abridgement  of  many  material  comforts, 
were  eheerfullv  left  behind  bv  the  officers rfome 
of  them  had  not  beds  ;  man}'  lay  in  foldiers 
tents  ;  and  none  had  more  than  the  common 
neceffaries  for  active  fcrviee.  He  complained 
bitterly  of  his  reception  on  Ids  return  ;  and 
averting  all  blame  from  his  army,  avowed  him- 
felf  the  only  criminal,  if  there  was  really  any 
crime,  and  folicited  an  inquiry ;  "putting  all 
the  interefts  that  hang  moft  emphatically  by 
the  heart-firing's  of  man,  his  fortune,  his  ho- 
nour,  his  head,  almofthisiah  ation,  on  thetefh" 
TiiEanfwerto  thefe  remarks  by  lord  George 
Germaine  was  fhort :  an  explanation  was  re- 
quired on  three  particulars,  which  he  would  af- 
ford ;  as  to  the  confidential  letter,  it  was  acci- 
dentally put  among  the  official  papers,  and  by 
that  means"  lent  by  the  clerks  among  others, 
for  which  he  expreifed  his  concern.  Moilf.  St.  • 
Luc  had  introduced  himfelf  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate  as  a  man  who  had  performed  great  fervices 
at  the  head  of  the  favas.es  ;  and  in  converfation 
aflerted,  that  Burgoyne  was  a  fine  officer  with 
regulars,  but  did  not  fcem  to  like  the  lavages, 
nor  did  betake  the  propel'  fteps  to  retain  their 
good  will :  he  was  un  brave  homme,  mats  lourd 
comme  un  AUcmand.  The  refufal  of  accefs  to  the 
fcvereign,  till  his  conduct  had  undergone  a  mi- 
litary inquiry,  was  juftined  by  precedent.  His 
lordlhip  concluded,  that  as  military  men  were 
the  moft  proper  judges,  he-did  not  fee  the  pro- 
priety of  parliamentary  interference. 

4  The 
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The  amendment,  and  the  original  motion,   chap. 
were  both  rejected  on  a  divifion/     This  fubject.  ™^JJ; 
was  entered  into  more  at  length,  freih  papers      1778. 
eommunieated,  and  evidence  examined  in  the 
next  fefiion. 

In  the   courfe  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Temple  Altai*: 
Luttrel   made   intuiting    allufions  to  the  court  fan  be;- 
martialon  lord  George  Germaine,  and  his  fub-  £Jetet"dMr" 
fequent  difgrace  by  George  II.    Why  ihould  he  and  Ibid 
be  partially  acquitted  to  the  prejudice  of  a  gal-  George 
lant  oiticer,  whole  onlv  crime  had  avowed Iv 
been  that  he  was  too  zealous,  too  brave,  too  en- 
terprizing,    too  anxious   for  the  good    of  Ills 
country  "had  ftrictly  ob.evedhis  orders,  and  per- 
formed  all  that  Britiih  valour  could  effect  in 
executing  the  minifter's  plan.      Had  lie.  on  the 
contrary,  receded  from  his  colours,  difobeyed 
the  commands  of  his  fuperiors,  and  hid  himfelf 
from  danger,  fuch   conduct   would  have  given 
him  pretentions    to  the  patronage   of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury,  and  the  honours  and  emo- 
luments of  the  American  fecrctary. 

T .0 it i)  G  1:0 b 0  e ( i  f. kmaj n £  replied  he  never 
was  perfonal  in  the  houfe,  nor  ever  by  his  con- 
duct merited  fuch  an  attack  ;  he  defpifed  tlie 
honourable,  member,  but  would  level  himfelf 
with  his  wretched  character  and  malice  ;  old  as 
he  \,a  -,  be  would  meet  that  lighting  gentleman, 
and  be  revenged,  '.'lie  houfe  called  to  order:  the 
i],.  ak.er  reprimanded  both  members, and  infilled 
on  their  prom ife  that  the  affair  tliould  be  no 
further  profecuted  ;  lord  George  Germaine 
apologized  for  his  warmth,  and  Mr.  Luttrel, 
after  attempting  to  efcape  from  the  houfe,  and 
ftandins  in  contumacy  till  he  had  nearly  been 
taken   into  cuftody    of  the   fcrjeant   at  am 

error,  and   laid  he  meant  his 
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refle&ions  as  public  matter,  not  as  private  abufe 
or  enmity. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 
doled  in  the  houfe  of  lords  with  a  motion  by 
the  duke  of  Richmond  for  an  addrefs,  recapi- 
tulating the  expences,  mifcondu£t,  and  loiTes  of 
the  war,  and  befeechins  the  king;  to  withdraw 
his  forces  from  America,  and  difmifs  the  mi- 
niltry.  Lord  Weymouth  oppofed  it,  obferving, 
that  all  the  circumftances  itated  as  tacts  had 
been  already  rejected  by  the  committee.  Our 
fituation  with  refpect  to  France  mould  prevent 
the  houfe  from  adopting  a  proportion  which  in- 
dicated the  country  to  be  in  a  defencelefs  ftate  ; 
and  to  rcqueft  the  king  to  withdraw  his  armies 
was  an  improper  interference  with  his  juft  pre- 
rogative. The  fame  prerogative  extended  to 
the  appointment  or  removal  of  minifters  ;  if 
guilty  of  mifconduer.  they  were  open  to  public 
inquiry  :  and  if  convicted  on  competent  proof* 
objects  of  parliamentary  complaint,  and  of  par- 
liamentary prayer  for  removal.  It  had  been 
aiked,  didminiiiers  confrder  their  places  as  their 
freeholds  ?  Did  they  hold  them  as  a  matter  of 
right  ?  Did  they  deem  their  difmiffion  from 
employment  a  puniihment  ?  certainly  no.  The 
king,  who  honoured  them  with  his  commands, 
could,  whenever  he  pleafed,  difpenfe  with  their 
fervices;  and  when  his  maiefty  thought  that 
proper,  no  member  of  adminiftration  would 
ponfider  himfelf  punifhed. 

Ox  this  dav,  the  earl  of  Chatham,  ftrufforling 
for  a  momentary  victory  over  difeafe,  made 
his  appearance  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  The  im- 
portance of  the  crifis,  the  character  of  the  great 
jtatefman,  and  the  expectation  of  important 
counfelj  rendered  his  prefence  peculiarly  into- 
refting  ;  while  the  langour  ofillnefs,  foftening, 

although 
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although  it  could  not  extinguifh  the  fire  of  his    chap. 
eye,  and  diminifliing  the  elation,  although  it    xxxiu. 
could  not  abate  the  dignity  of  his  mien,  gave      n 7«. 
force  to  every  feeling  of  perfonal  affection,  and 
fuppreffed  every  fentiment  of  petulant  or  acri- 
monious opposition,    which   a  long  ecurfe  of 
parliamentary    conteff  had    excited.      When, 
in  the  garb  of  ficknefs,    he  was  led  into  the 
houfe  between  his  ion  and  fon-in-law,  the  peers 
of  all  parties   paid   a  voluntary  tribute  of  re- 
fpecf,  by  Handing  while  he  palled  to  his  proper 
feat.     When   he  flowly  and  painfully  arofe  to 
deliver  his  fentiments,   mute  and  reverential 
attention  prevailed. 

1 1  e  began  by  lamenting  that  bodily  infirmity  His  fpeech. 
had  fo  long,  and  cfpecially  at  fo  important  a 
crifis,  prevented  his  attendance  on  the  duties 
of  parliament.  He  had  made  an  effort  aim  oil 
beyond  the  powers  of  his  conftitution  to  come 
to  the  houfe,  perhaps  the  laft  time  he  mould 
ever  be  able  to  enter  its  walls,  to  exprefs  his  in- 
dignation at  an  idea,  he  underftood  was  gone 
forth,  of  yielding  up  the  lbvereignty  of  Ame- 
rica !  "  I  rejoice. "  he  continued,  u  that  the 
grave  has  not  clofed  on  me  :  that  I  am  frill 
alive  to  lift  up  my  voice  againft  the  difmember- 
ment  of  this  ancient  and  molt  noble  monarchy  1 
PrelTed  down,  as  I  am,  by  the  hand  of  infirmity, 
I  am  little  able  to  affift  my  country  in  this  molt 
perilous  conjuncture  ;  but,  while  I  have  fenfe 
and  memory,  I  will  never  confent  to  deprive  the 
royal  offspring  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  the 
heirs  of  the  princefs  Sophia,  of  their  faircit  in- 
heritance. Where  is  the  man  who  will  dare  to 
ad  vile  lUch  ameafure?  My  lords,  his  majeity 
fucceeded  to  an  empire  as  great  in  extent  as  its 
reputation  was  unfullicd.  Shall  we  tarnifh  the 
lultre  of  this  nation  by  an  ignominious  furren- 

G  4  der 
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chap,   eler  of  its  rights  and  faircft  povTeffions?  Shall 
this  great  kingdom,    that  has  furvived  whole 


*773.      and  entire  the  lJaniih  depredations,  the  Scottish 
inroad's,  and   the   Norman   couquefi. ;  that  has 
ftood  the  threatened  invafion  of  the  Spanifh  ar- 
mada,    now  fall  proftrate  before  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  ?     Surely,    this   nation    is  no    longer 
what  it    was  !   Shall  a  people,  feventeen  years 
ago  the  terror  of  the  world,  now  Hoop  fo  low  as 
to  tell    its  ancient  inveterate  enemy — take  ah 
we  have,  only  give  us  peace  ?  It  is  impoilible  ! 
1  wage  war  with  no  man,  or  fet  of  men.   I  with 
for  none  of  their   employments  ;  nor  would  I 
co-operate  with    men    who  ftiil  peril  ft  in  unre- 
tra eted  error;   or  who,   inftead   of  acling  on  a 
firm,  decifive  line  of  conduct,  halt  between  two 
opinions,  where  there  is  no  middle  path.     In 
God's  name,  if  it  is  abfolutely  neceifary  to  de- 
clare either  for  peace  or  war,  and  if  peace  can- 
not be  preferved  with  honour,   why  is  not  war 
commenced   without  hesitation  ?   I  am  not,  I 
eonfefs,   well  informed  of  the  refourcesof  this 
kingdom. ;  but  I  truft  it  has  ftill  fum'cient   to 
maintain  its  juft  rights,  though  I  Know  them 
not.     But  any  ftate  is  better  than  defpair.     Let 
us  at  leaft  make  one  effort ;  and  if  we  mult  fall, 
Ictus  fall  like  men  !  " 
Theduke         Th  e  duke  of  Richmond,  after  replying  to  the 
of  Rich-      arguments  of  lord  Weymouth,  directed  his  at- 
reply.'3       tention   to  thoie  of  lord   Chatham,  for  whofe 
perfon  and  opinions  he  profeifed  the  higheft  ve- 
neration and  refpeel;  no  one  had  a  more  grate- 
ful memory  of  the  fervices  which  he  had  ren- 
dered to  the  country,  railing  its  glory,  reputa- 
tion,  and  fuccefles,  to  an  height  never  before 
experienced  by  any  nation.     But  the  name  of 
Chatham  could  not   perform  impoftibilitics,  or 
i  chore  the  country  to  the  hate  in  vhichitftood 

when 
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Avhen  he  was  called  to  direct  its  counfels.  Our  chap. 
finances  were  then  mo  ft  flourifhinff,  refulting  xxxm. 
from  the  abilities  and  indefatigable  zeal  of  that  1772. 
great  man  and  able  financier,  Mr.  Pelham;  our 
fleet  was  in  a  refpeCtable  condition,  and  under 
the  direction  of  a  moft  able  naval  officer,  lord 
Anion.  The  influence  of  the  crown  had  not 
reached  its  prefent  alarming-  and  dangerous 
height.  We  had,  for  the  moit  part  of  the  war, 
France  alone  to  contend  with;  and  when 
Spain  commenced  hostilities,  Trance  was  re- 
duced to  the  lowed  ebb  ;  her  navy  almoft  an- 
nihilated; and  her  principal  colonies  in  the 
new  world  wrefted  from  her.  America  then 
fought  for  us ;  in  the  prefent  exigency,  inftead 
of  Great  Britain  and  America  again  ft  France 
and  Spain  ;  France,  Spain,  and  America,  would 
be  united  againft  Great  Britain.  As  lord  Chat- 
ham had  not  only  omitted  to  point  out  the 
means  of  fuftaining  fo  unequal  a  conteft,  but 
had  acknowledged  he  knew  them  not,  the  duke 
adhered  to  his  former  opinion.  No  perfon 
more  fmcerely  wiihed  the  perpetuation  of  Ame- 
rican dependance  ;  but  being  convinced  of 
its  total  impracticability,  he  was  anxious  to  re- 
tain the  colonifts  as  allies,  becaufe  if  they  are 
not  on  terms  of  friendship  with  Great  Britain, 
they  mu ft  throw  themfelves  ,mto  the  arms  or' 
France;  and  if  war  Mas  commenced  on  account 
of  the  laic  treaty,  they  would  confider  them- 
felves bound  in  honour  to  affift  their  ally.  The 
noble  earl,  as  areafon  for  war,  had  mentioned 
the  inherent  rights  of  the  heir  apparent  and  his 
brother:  to  recover  thofe  poiietlions  by  force, 
was  now  totally  impracticable,  buthe  would  join 
in  calling  to  a  fevere  account,  thofe  who  had 
caufed  the  lofs  of  their  inheritance.  The  pro- 
vocation given  by  France,   on  account  of  her 

conduct 


90  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,  conduct  refpecling  America,    did   not  compel 
xxxiii.   the  adoption  of  refentful  meafures  ;  queen  Eli- 
^^    zabetli  openly  abetted  the  revolt  of  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands,  and  affined  the   infurgents  for  a 
feries  of  vears   with  men  and  monev  ;  Philiri 
the  fecond,  far  from  relenting,  Scarcely  feemed 
to  notice  the   circumstance.     He  was  already 
fufficicntlv  embarafled  ;   and   did  not  confider 
himfelf  bound,    either  in  honour  or  policy,  to 
create  more  enemies  than  he  Mas  able  to  con- 
tend with  ;  yet  Philip  was,   at  that  time,  the 
moft  powerful  prince  in  Europe. 
Lord  ^T  tn<e  clofe  °f  this   fpeech,  lord  Chatham, 

Chatham's  animated  with  difdain,  and  eager  to  reply,  rofe 
hidden  ill-  from  his  feat;  but  the  effort  was  too  mighty 
for   his  enfeebled   frame,   and    after   repeated 
attempts  to  retain  his  pofition,  he  funk  in  a 
iVoon.     The   houfe  became  a  fcene  of  alarm 
and  agitation,  and  the  debate  was  clofed. 
Death  of         Although  he  foon  recovered  from  the  fit, 
lord  Chat-  and  the  public  entertained   Sanguine  hopes   of 
h*™'         the  re-eft ablifhment  of  his  health,    this  ftroke 
was  the  forerunner  of  death.     He  languished  a 
few  weeks  at.  Hayes,  where  he  was  conveyed  by 
his  own  defire,    and  expired  in  the  feventieth 

nth  May.  vCar  cf"  nis  ao<e. 

Honours         As  foon  as  the  event   Mas  known,   colonel 
paid  to  his   Barre  moved  for  an  addrefs,   requeuing  that  the 
SJe'hSe y  remains  of  this  illuftrious  fratefman  ihould  be 
«f  com-       interred  at  the  public  expence  in  Weftminfter 
mons.        Abbey.     Mr.  T.  TownShend  feconded  the  mo- 
tion,   with  a  pathetic  eulogy  on  the  extraor- 
dinary merits  of  its  object.    Air.  Rigby  thought 
a  monument  to  his  memory  would  be  a  more 
eligible,  as  well  as  a  more  lairing  teftimony  of 
the  public  gratitude,   than   defraying  the  ex- 
pences    of  his  funeral.       Dunning   combined 
both  the  proportions,  by  adding  Rigby 's  fug- 

geiri. 
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gcftionto  colonel  Banc's  motion,  as  an  amend-    chap. 
ment;  and  the  refolution  was  carried,   after  a    2$JiJ 
few  approving  words  from   lord  North,   who      *?7*« 
entered  the  houfe  at  a  late  period  of  the  debate. 

The  king  readily  agreed  to  the  addreffes;   «th 
and    many   members   pronounced    emphatical  ^^tq 
encomiums  on  the  deceafed  peer.     Lord  John  his;ule. 
Cavendiih  hoped  the  firft  vote  would  not  be 
the  limit  of  public  gratitude.     As  that  invalu- 
able man  had,  whilft  in  the  nation's  fervice, 
neglected  his  own  intereits;   and  though  he  had 
the  greatelt  opportunity  of  enriching  himfelf, 
had  not  accumulated   opulence  for  his  family, 
he  hoped  ample  proviiion  would  be  made  for 
the  defendants  of  fo  honeft  and  able  a  minifter. 
This  fuggeftioti  was  cordially  adopted,  and  a 
bill   palled,  in  confequence  of  a  menage  from  2lftMay 
the  king,  tor  annexing  four  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Chatham,  while  it 
continued  in  the  heirs  of  the  deceafed  ftatefman. 
The  muniticence  of  parliament  was  completed,   His  debts 
by  a  vote  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  for   pay-  p^i3by 
ment  of  his  debts.  ment, 

Loud  vSiielburne  moved,  that  the  houfe  of  13th 
peers  ilioukl  attend  the  funeral;  but  the  motion  p,ocee,d- 

r  1111  ■•/•/•        1  1    in£s  °'  t'ie 

was  over-ruled  by  the  majority  ot  a  linglevote.    houfe  of 
The  annuity  bilf,  which  pafied  fo  harmonioufly  lor^- 
through  the  houfe  of  commons,   occafloned  a 
violent   debate  in   the    lords.       The  duke   of  lc]  June 
Chanclos  oppofed  the  grant  as  an  unwarrantable  The  a»- 
prcfuikm  of   the  public    money,    in    times  of  "ppSfed.1 
urgent  diftrefs,   and  as  a  dangerous  precedent ; 
giants  in  perpetuity,   were  taxes  in  perpetuity; 
and  ought  to  be  cautioufly  ratified   by  parlia- 
ment.    The  precedent  might  be  extended  to 
(auction  applications  of  a  fmiilar  nature,  and 

¥  Contents  16,  proxies  3.     Non-contents  16,  proxies  4.. 
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CHAP,   proper  objects   would   not    be    wauling;    lord 
xxxiii.    Uav.kc,   lord  Aniherftj  and  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Bnmfwicfc,   were  cited    as  inftances  where  the 
national   bounty    would    be    unexceptionabU 
applied. 

In  anfwer,  the  peculiar  merits  of  lord  (': 
ham  were   urge4j  and   a  farcaftic   application 
was  made  to  the  poifeffors  of  fmecure  places 
without  merit,    to   dgducl  from  their  emolu- 
ments the  pro vifion  propofed  for  the  family  of 
ih  illuftrious  .in  ornament  to  the  Britiih  name. 
In  eonfequence  of  fome  obfervations  by  the 
lord  chancellor,  the  wnole  political  conduct  of 
the  deceafed  earl  came  under  review,  and  was 
by  iome  ftrenuouuy  cenfured,  as  the  fource  of 
all  the  fubfequent  clifafters  of  the  country;   by 
fome  partially  defended,    as   founded   on    in- 
tegrity, profeeutcd  with  vigour,  but  occafionaliy 
deficient  in  coniifteney  and  wifdom  ;    by  others 
it  was  extolled  in  all  its  parts,  as  the  prodigious 
effort  of  a  fu  peri  or  genius,   who  had  forced  his 
way  at  a  critical  emergency,  railed  the  fpirits 
of  a  defponding  nation,   given  energy  to  vacil- 
lating eounfels,  and  raifed  the  country  to  un- 
rivalled   glory.      The   fuppofed  errors   in    his 
conduct  were  afcribed  to  the  rancour  of 
and   to   that  unextinguiihable   fpirit   of  envy 
which  ought  to  have  died  with  its  objecV 
bid  pafled. u    A  ihort  proteit  is  on  the  journ. 
fignetl  by  four  peers. x 

The  pofiriumous  compliments  to  lord  Chat- 
ham wei^f  not  confined  to  the  houfes  of  j 


Proteft 


Honours 
paid  him 
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*  The  principal  fpeakers  in  this  debate  were  the  lord  chancellor, 
the  dukes  of  Richmond  and  Chandos,  earls  of  Abingdon,,  Radnor, 
Sl.elburnir,  and  Camden,  lords  Lyttleton  and  Raveniworfh. 

u  42   to  11. 

*  The  lord  chancellor  (Bathurft)  the  duke  of  Chandos,  the  arch- 
bifliop  oi  York  (Markham)  and  lord  Pa^u. 

ment, 
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mcnt,  which  he  had  adorned,    inftrucied,   and   chap. 
dignified  by  his  eloquence;  the  common  council  "Jf^^/ 
of  London  petitioned  the  houfe  of  commons,      177s, 
and  the  throne,  for  the  honour  of  receiving  his  ™™!duf 
remains,  and  interring-  them  in  the  cathedral  of  London. 
St.  Paul's,  thus  rendering-  the!  nohleft  edifice  in  =o:hand 
the  Britiih   dominions,    the  depofitory   of  one  26lhMaJ"- 
amongft   the    notyeft   fubiecrs  of  the   empire. 
Thefe  petitions  were  iinfucCeTsfiJl ;  orders  having  25th  May. 
already  been  given  for  the  interment  in  W<     - 
minlter  Abbey.     They  alio  j  netl  for  no- 

tice to  attend  his  funeral  in  their  gowns; -hut  6th  June 
taking  offence  at  fome  point  of  conduct  in  the 
lord  chamberlain,  refcinded  ;;:c  rel'olution,  but 
they  erected  a  fup'erb  monument  to  his  memory  Jjjj  ™d 
in  Guildhall.     The  hodv  lav  in  ftate  two  davs  Hisftine- 
in  the  painted  chamber,  and  was  interred  with  ral- 
gr 'at  folemnity,  though  biU  thinly   attended.  r 

Tun  debate,    interrupted  by  the   illnefs   of  gt^ 
lord  Chatham,  was  refumed  the  enfuing  day.  Debatere- 
The  conteft  was  maintained  between  two  chiefs  ti™dukerf 
of  the  leading  parties  in  oppofition;  the  earl  of  Ri 
Shelburne.   and   the  duke  of  Richmond.    The  ' 

\  cordially  adopting  the  principles  of  lord 
Chatham,  that  the  moment  Great  Britain 
acknowledged  the  fovereighty  orindepeiidiency 
of  America,  her  fun  was  fet;  and  that  a  Mar 
with  France  was  unavoidable,  cenfured  1he 
arguments  tending  to  hrfpire  delpondency. 
tie  fpoke  with  confidence  of  the  futficiency  of 
Great  Britain,  both  in  population  and  finance, 
refill  America.  France,  and  Spain  united. 
Th6  duke  of  Richmond  fully  acceded  to  < 

y  Lord  Chatham's  funeral,  G  »b(erve6,  was  meanly  attended, 

aru!  government  ingeniously  contrn  -  the  double  odium  of 

fuft'ering  the  thing  to  be  done,   and  of" doing  it  with  an  ill  grace. 
JMiii :.  ii  in eou    Works,  vol.  I..p.  533.  The  other  pah  ien]  i  ken 

the  debates,  and  Appendix  (0  the  Chronicle  in  the  Annual 
Kegifter  for  177S. 

ability 
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chap,  ability  to  cope  with  France  and  Spain,  but 
xxxnr.  America  muft  be  our  ally,  or  at  leaft  neuter ;  he 
17/S.  was  for  an  immediate  conceffion  of  indepen- 
dency: both  agreed  in  condemning  the  con- 
duel  of  minfftrv,  who  did  not  interfere  in  the 
debate,  either  to  vindicate  themfelves  or 
deliver  an  opinion  on  the  motion,  which  was 

2d  July,      negatived2. 

Adjourn.  Not  w  1 1  h  s  t  a  n  d  i  n  g  the  length  an d  extreme 
rterf  _  a6iivity  of  the  feluon,  motions  were  made  in  both 
mem.  houfes  to  prevent  the  adjournment.  The  king, 
King's  in  discharging  the  parliament  from,  what  he 
fpfech.  juftly  termed,  a  long  and  laborious  application 
to  bufinefs,  returned  thanks  for  their  zeal  in 
Supporting  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  for 
their  attention  to  the  real  interefts  of  his  fubjeels, 
in  the  wife,  juft,  and  humane  lawrs  which  had 
refulted  from  their  deliberations,  and  which 
he  hoped  would  be  attended  with  the  mod 
falutary  effects  in  every  part  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire. His  deiire  to  preferte  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe  had  been  uniform  and  fmeere  ;  the  faith 
of  treaties,  and  the  law  of  nations,  his  rule  of 
conduct,  and  his  conftant  care  to  give  no  juft 
caufe  of  offence  to  any  foreign  power ;  "  let 
that  power,  by  whom  this  tranquillity  mail  be 
difturbed,  he  faid,  anfwer  to  their  fubje6is, 
and  to  the  world,  for  all  the  fatal  confequences 
of  war."  He  trufted  the  experienced  valour 
and  difcipline  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  and  the 
loyal  and  united  ardour  of  the  nation,  armed 
and  animated  in  the  defence  of  every  thing  dear 
to  them,  Mould  defeat  all  enterprizes  of  the 
enemv,  and  convince  them  hour  dangerous  it 
was  to  provoke  the  fpirit  and  ftrength  of  Great 
Britain.  He  had  no  other  wiih  or  object,  but  to 
deferve  the  confidence  of  parliament,  and  the 
affections  of  his  people. 
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hap.   ni'Rixo  the  period  of  their  continuance  in 
xxiv.    *-*   winter  quarters  at  Philadelphia,  the  Britifh 
i778.      army  confined  their  efforts  to  foraging  parties  ; 
Expedi-      one  under  the  gallant  colonel  Mawhood,  made 
phiia-        a  fuccefsful  excurfion  to  New  Jerfey,   and  cle- 
delphia.      fcated  fuperior  detachments  of  Americans  with 
March       great  lofs.     Colonel  Abercrombie  and  major 
Sincoe  furprifed  a  portion  of  the  American  hag- 
4th  May.    gage,    and  returned  to    Philadelphia  without 
difafter,  though  their  co-operation  was  not  fo 
7th  May.    complete  as  was   originally  projected.     Major 
Maitland    and    captain    Henry    of  the  navy, 
deftroyed  a  quantity  of  ftores  and  forty-four 
American  veifels,  which  had  efcaped  up  the 
Delaware  after  the  capture  of  Mud  Ifland. 
S'steofthe      These  unimportant  exploits,  however  gal- 
Britifh       lant  and  well  conducted,   were    infuilicient  to 
arm^'        atone  for  the  want  of  fome  capital  enterprize 
during  the  long  winter.     The  arm}7  exhibited  a 
contrail  of  immoderate  luxury,  and  exceilive 
mifery.     Gaming   was   carried  to   an   unwar- 
rantable  extent;    and   the  grave,   ftaid  inha- 
bitants of  Philadelphia  were  {hocked  and  in- 
fultcd  by  fome  young  officers,  who  introduced 
into  their  fober  families,  females  of  exception- 
able character.     The  vigilance  of  V/aihington, 
and  the  extreme fe verity  with  which  he  punimed 

the 
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the  peafantry  for  attempting  to  bring  provifions  chap. 
to   market,    occafioned   continual  fcarcity   of  xxxiv„ 
neceflaries ;    and  the  inhabitants  offended  by     J778. 
the  di  flip  at  ion  of  the  army,  and  the  preffure  of 
calamity  occafioned  by  their  prefence,  became 
inimical  to  the  Ikitifh  government.   Individuals 
avowedly  friendly  to    corisjrefs  Arere  throim-h 
negligence  allowed   to  retkle  in  the  city;  and 
by  conveying  intelligence  to  the  enemy  of  in- 
tended  movements,    enabled  them  to  impede 
fupphes,  and  harafs  fmall  foraging  parties. 

Washington  in  his  huts  at  Valley  Foro-e  Condition 
experienced,  with  aggravations,  all  thedifficul-  ?fWafli* 
ties  of  the  preceding  winters.  He  was  deftitute  inst0"' 
of  every  necefiary ;  difeafe  confumcd,  and  de- 
fertion  thinned  his  army  ;  at  one  period  he  was 
reduced  to  lefs  than  four  thoufand  men,  and  his 
cannon  fixed  to  the  ground  by  the  froft :  but 
he  made  indefatigable  exertions  to  remedy 
thefe  inconveniences,  of  which  he  gives  an 
alarming  picture  in  one  of  his  letters  to  con- 
grefs :  "  Our  diltrefs  for  arms  and  clothing," 
he  fa}<-s,  "  is  amazingly  great;  v,'e  have  many 
men  now  without  firelocks,  and  many  coming 
in,  in  the  fame  predicament;  and  half  the  army 
are  without  fliirts.  Our  condition  for  want  of  the 
latter,  and  blankets,  is  quite  painful,  of  the  for- 
mer very  diitrciung.  The  doctors  attribute  in  a 
great  degree  the  lofs  of  hundreds  of  lives  to  the 
fcarcity  of  clothing;  and  I  am  certain  hun- 
dreds have  deferted  from  the  fame  eaufe."*  In 
vain  experiments  were  tried  to  engasrethe  In- 
dians;  in  vain  congrefs  iffued  requilitibns  for 
the  inrolhnent  of  forces  in  the  different  fiat.es; 
men  could  not  be  induced  to  encounter  the 

■  Wafhington's  Letters  vol-.ii.  p.  280.     Se:  alfo  n  letter  from  the 
committee  to    congrefs,   in   Stedmaii's  Hiitory  of  the  American 

War,  vol.  i.  p.  312. 

vol.  in.  h  feverities 
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chap,   feverities  of  winter  without  view  of  fervice  or 
xxxiv.    probability  of  relief;  and  the  general  did  not 
'"JTtsT"'    expert,  any   important    acceffion  of  force  till 
towards   June.b     The   defertion  of  the  troops 
was  countenanced  by  frequent  resignations  of 
officers,  of  whom  upwards  of  two  hundred  threw 
up  their  commiffions  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months/ 
April.        Nor  was  this diftreffing  confequence  of  the  fhort- 
fighted  parfimony  of  congrefs    remedied,  till, 
in  compliance  with  the  judicious  fuggeftion  of 
their  general,  they  allotted  to  the  officers  half- 
pay  for  feven  years  after  the  war  ;  a  bounty 
which  was  fubfequently  extended  to  the  period 
of  their  lives.3 
Treachery       Parsimony  was  not  the  only  vice  of  con-- 
of  con-      grefs,  againll  which  Walhington  ventured  to 
wards        remonftrate.     By  the  convention  at  Saratoga, 
Blir-  Bofton  was  defignated  as  the  place  where  the 

Biitifh  troops  were  to  wait  for  a  conveyance 
home  :  Burgoyne  applied  to  congrefs  for  leave 
to  change  this  place  for  Rhode  Uland,  or  fome 
other  more  convenient  port ;  but  the  American 
reprefentatives,  recollecting  that  if  thele  forces 
were  reftored  to  Great  Britain,  they  might 
be  rendered  ferviceable  in  garrifons,  and  an 
equal  number  detached  to  their  ihores,  not 
only  refufed  the  general's  requeft,  but  prohi- 
bited the  embarkation  of  the  captive  troops, 
until  a  diltinct  and  explicit  ratification  of  the 
convention  at  Saratoga  mould  be  properly  noti- 
fied by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  congrefs. 
This  infamous  perfidy  was  palliated  by  pre- 
tended fufpicions  that  Burgoyne's  men  would 
join  the  army  at  New  York,  and  by  allegations 

b  Wafliingtorfs  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  262,  274. 
c  Idem.  p.  252.         i  Ramfay,    yol.  ii.  p.  58. 
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equally   frivolous   and  falfe,    of  their  having   chap. 
already  broken  the  convention.     Wafliington   ^^\' 
remonftrated   with   force  and   firmnefs  againft     177g. 
this  national  act,  of  dishonour,  which  he  repre- 
sented alike  injurious  to  the  caufe  in  the  breafts 
of  Britons,  foreigners,  and  even  their  own  Ame- 
rican adherents;"  but  his  reafonings  were  vain, 
the  unfortunate  army  was  fubjeeled  to  great 
hardships    and    wanton    indignities,    removed 
from  place  to  place  according  to  the  caprice  of 
congrefs,    and  notwithstanding  the    moft  ex- 
plicit  and   candid  offers   and    affurances,   the 
terms  of  the  convention  were  never  complied 

with. 

Feeling  the  neceffity  of  embracing   the  Drafts  of 
earlieft  moment   to    counteract  the   views   of  cj!jato,y 
France  in  her  late  treaty  with  America,  the  bilisientto 
Britifli  miniftry,  before  the  paffmg  of  the  conci-  conSrefs- 
liatory  bills,  tranfmitted  drafts  to  America,  that 
the  ratification  of  consrefsto  the  French  treaty 
might  not  be  obtained  by  furprife,  while  the 
country  was  yet  ignorant  of  the  terms  on  which 
an  accomodation  with  the  parent-ftate might  be 
obtained.  Sir  William  Howe  circulated  copies; 
Wafhino'ton  alio  tranfmitted  fome  to  congrefs, 
with  exprefiions  of  apprehenlion  that  the  mea- 
fnre  might  be  fuccefsful  in  detaching;  adherents 
from  their  caufe.     In  purfuanceof  his  recom-  21ft April. 
mendation,   the  reprefentative  body  appointed  Their  re- 
a  committee  to  inveltigate  the  bills,  who  with-  folution- 
out  hefitation  rejected  the  propofals.     The  re- 
port of  the  committee,  which  was  produced  in 
a  fingle  day,  was  more  than  ordinarily  petulant 
and  virulent;  the  bills  were  analyfed,  and  de- 
clared to  originate  in  dilhoneft  views,  and  to 

*  See  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  266.         f  Idem.  p.  •    S 
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prove  only  the  weaknefs  of  Great  Britain  :  and 
it  was  decreed,  that  any  individual,  or  body  of 
men,  making  feparate  or  partial  conventions 
with  commiilioners  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  ought  to  be  treated  as  open  enemies. 
No  conference  or  treaty  could  be  held  with 
the  commiffioners,  uniefs,  as  a  preliminary, 
they  either  withdrew  the  fleets  and  armies,  or  in 
exprefs  terms,  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  America.  Thefe  resolutions  were  accom- 
panied with  an  exhortation  to  the  colonies,  to 
complete  their  quotas  of  men  ;  and  followed 
by  a  promife  of  pardon  under  ftricl  reftriclions, 
to  thofe  who  had  appeared  in  arms  againft 
them. s 

These  proceedings  fully  verified  the  predic- 
tions, that  the  minifter's  ductility  would  not  be 
attended  with  the  defired  effect,  and  that  he  did 
not,  like  the  fpear  of  Achilles,  polTefs  the  power 
of  healing  the  wound  he  had  himfelf  inflict  - 
ed.k  The  American  friends  of  Great  Britain,  at- 
tempting to  circulate  thefe  propofitions,  enabled 
their  opponents  to  affert,  that,  inftead  of  feeking 
peace  by  the  ordinary  modes  of  negotiation 
with  powers  legitimately  conftituted,  govern- 
ment aimed  at  an  undue  influence  over  the 
people,  and  hoped  to  obtain  by  their  impatient 
clamours,  that  which  the  fagacity  of  their 
rulers  would  withhold. 

Shortly  after  thefe  refolutions  had  paffed, 
Simeon  Deane  arrived,  and  notified  theaccom- 
plifliment  of  the  treaty  with  France.  The  ex- 
pectation of  this  event  had  long  animated  the 
Americans,  and  influenced  the  deciiion  of  con- 
grefs.     The  probability  of  a  war  between  Great 


s  See  the  refolutions  in  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  vi.  p.  163. 
h  Gibbon's  Pofthumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  531. 
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Britain  and  France,  had  long-  been  maintained, '    c  hap. 
and   cono-refs  afierted  that  the  Britiili   cabinet    xxxiv. 
propofed  the    conciliatory  bills  only  in  con-      1778. 
fequence  of  their  alarm  at  fuch  a  juncture.  k 
The  hefitation  of  the  French  court  in  ratifying 
the  treaty,  did  not  permit  them  to  be  too  con- 
fident, but  they  knew  they  could  always  retract 
refolutions    formed  before  the   proportion  to 
the  houfe  of   commons  had   been  fanctioned 
with  all  the  leoiflative  forms. 

The  confirmation  of  the  French  alliance  was  4-th  May. 
received  with  unbounded  joy,  as  the  teft  and  Itseff:ft' 
guaranty  of  American  independence.  Congrefs 
made  a  partial  publication  of  the  treaty,  afcrib- 
ing  the  mo  ft  noble  and  difmterelted  Views  to 
the  French  king,  who  would  rank  among  the 
greateft  heroes  of  hiftory,  and  whole  example 
would  decide  the  reft  of  Europe.  Spain  and 
Germany  would  join  without  delay ;  Ruffia 
and  Denmark  were  not  adyerfe  to  them ;  and 
the  king  of  Pnjflia  had  declared  to  their  envoy, 
that  he  would  be  the  fecond  power  in  Europe, 
to  acknowledge  their  independence. '  La 
Fayette,  who  flattered  himfelf,  that  his  rem  on - 
ftrances  had  confiderably  influenced  the  deci- 
sion of  his  court,  communicated  the  event  with 
childiih  tranfport,  to  the  fedate  general  of  the 
Americans;  the  brigades  were  aifembled,  the 
chaplains  offered  up  public  thanks  to  Almighty 
God,  and  delivered  difcourfes  iuitable  to"  the 
occatlon.  A  feu  de  joie  was  fired,  and,  on  a 
iignal  given,  the  air  refounded  with  "  Long- 
live  the  King  of  France." 

La  Fay  kite  from  the  moment  of  joining  La 
the  American  army,  impatiently  defired  to  be  F'1>'c[.tt> 

to  Barren 
»  Wafhington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  215.  j i i i  1 . 

fc  Almon's  Remembrancer,  ubi  fup.        J  Idem.  vol.  vi.  p.  167. 
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chap,  intrufted  with  fome  diftinguifhed  command, 
xxxiv.    n\s  continued  felicitations  occaiioncd    confi- 
j77s.     dcrablc  embarrafiment  to  the  American  gene- 
ral:1"   on  the  prefent  occafion,  it  was  judged 
neceffary  to  indulge  him  with  the  defired  op- 
portunity of  difplaying  his  fuppofed  military 
19th  May.  knowledge.       General    Washington    therefore 
detached  him,  with  nearly  three  thouland  men, 
to  take  poft  on  Barren   Hill,    feven  miles  ad- 
vanced from  the  camp  of  Valley  Forge  ;   but 
on  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the  river,  for  the  pur- 
pofe   of  moving   between   the   Delaware  and 
Schuylkill,  reftraining  the  Britifh  parties,  pro- 
curing  intelligence,    and    acling    as    circum- 
flances  might  require.0     This  pofition  was  not 
iudiciouilv  chofen  :    it  was  too  diftant   from 
Philadelphia,  to  effe6t  any  important  purpofe, 
and  too  near  to  be  fecure  againft  a  wcll-con- 
50th.         certed  enterprize.     General  Grant,  at  the  head 
nent'S!."  °^  ^ve  thoufand   fele6t  troops,  was  difpatched 
gc-r.  from  Philadelphia  to  furprize  La  Fayette,  and 

reached,  undifcovered,  a  point  in  his  rear,  be- 
tween him  and  Walhington's  camp.  Here  the 
road  forked ;  one  branch  led  to  Barren  Hill, 
at  the  diftance  of  a  mile ;  the  other  to  Matfon's 
Ford,  acrofs  the  Schuylkill,  at  the  fame  dif- 
tance. In  the  courfe  of  the  nioht,  another 
detachment,  under  General  Grey,  marched  from 
Philadelphia,  along  the  weftern  branch  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  ftationed  themfelves  at  a  ford 
two  or  three  miles  in  front  of  La  Fayette's  right 
flank,  while  the  remainder  of  the  Britifh  army 
advanced  to  Chefnut  Hill.  His  retreat  was 
thus  cut  off  from  every  paffage  but  Matfon's 
Ford;  and  as  the  line  from  his  pofition  formed 
the  bafe   of   an  obtufe-angled    triangle  with 

m  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  zi6. 
*  Idem.  vol.  ii.p.  279, 

the 
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the  two   roads,  his  diftance  from  it  was  much    chap. 
greater  than  that  of  the  Britiih.     The  confufed   J^i^*, 
galloping   of  a  reconnoitring  party  of  horfe,      J778. 
indicated     their     having   discovered    the    ap- 
proach of  the  Britiih,    La   Fayette  was  foon  And 
obferved   retreating     with    precipitation    and  dcaPe- 
terror  towards  Matibn's  Ford,  through  the  low 
woody  grounds  which  border  the  river.     In 
vain  were  thefe  favourable  circumftances  men- 
tioned by  Sir  William  Erfkine  to  general  Grant: 
he  obftinately  perfevered  in  advancing  to  Bar- 
ren Hill,  from  which  La  Fa}7ette  had  already 
retreated,  and   after  fome  delay,  began   a  pur- 
fuit  along  the  fame  tra6t  which  the  enemy  had 
taken.     In  their  precipitate  flight,   the  Ame- 
ricans had  croifed   the  Schuylkill,  leaving  fix 
field-pieces  as  an  ufelefs  incumbrance ;  but  the 
dilatorinefs  of  the  purfuit  emboldened  them  to 
return    and    recover    this    artillery,    and    the 
whole  corps,  which  was  confidered   as   inevi- 
tably deftroycd,  efcaped  with  no  other  lofs  than 
forty  men.     Wafhington  in  defpair  had  broken 
down  his  bridge  from  Valley  Forge  acrofs  the 
Schuylkill,  being  infufficient  in  force  to  fuc- 
cour  his  volunteer  ally,  and  apprcheniive  left 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Britiih  arms  ihould  be  turned 
again  ft  himfelf.     The  failure  of  the  enterprize 
againft  La  Fayette  was  the  more  mortifying 
from  the  critical  period  at  which  it  occurred, 
and  the  immenfe   importance  of  a  fuccefsful 
refult  on  the  events  either  of  war  or  negotia-s 
tion, 


Since  the  termination  of  the  laft  campaign,  sir  wn- 
Sir  William  Howe  had  been  foliciting  his  reeal;  inmHowe 
he  felt,   it  appears,  fome  jcalonfy,  that  confi- 
dence was  not  extended  to  him,  nor  due  at- 
tention paid  to  his  recommendations;  a  charge 
not  confidered  as  well  founded  by  thole  who 

n  4  <om- 
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chap,   compared  his  means  of  achievement,  with  the 
XXXIV.    refults   of  his    efforts,   and   which  afterwards 
177$.      gave  rife  to  important  difcuiTions  m  parliament. 
14-th  Apr.    jje  received  permiffion  to  retire,  and  at  his  de- 
feifival,       parture  was  gratified  with  the  iincereft,  and  per- 
caiiedMif-  haps  moft   fplcndid   homage    to  his   peifonal 
character,  which  was  ever  paid  by  an  army 
a 8th May.  i0  fa  general.      At  the  expence  of  twenty- 
two  field-officers,  a  feftival  was  prepared,  called 
the  Mifchianza,  forming  a  brilliant  exhibition 
of  ancient   chivalry,  and  modern    politenefs. 
Knights  and  fquires,  fuperbly  accoutred,  tilt- 
ing in   honour  of  ladies,  who  in  magnificent 
Turkifh    habits    diftributed    the    rewards    of 
valour  ;    a  promenade  with  mufic,  a  fplendid 
fupper,   and  a  ball,  terminated   the  feftivities  : 
a  faro-table  was  not  forgotten,  and  every  part 
of  the  entertainment  was  diftinguiihed  by  com- 
plimentary mottos  and  devices.     In  defcant- 
ing  on  fuch  a  mark  of  efteem,  it  would  favour 
of  cynical  morofenefs,  to  examine  whether  all 
expreffions  of  applaufe  tendered  to  the  general 
were  ftriclly  jult  in  their  utmoft  extent;    but 
the  fuffering  loyalifts,  and  many  others,  thought 
the  generals,  officers,  and  army,  might  have  been 
better  employed.0 
Arrival  of       So  ox  after  the  chief  command  had  devolved 
the  com-     on  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  lord  Carlifle,  governor 
wTjIIm!"  Johnftone,  *anrl   Mr.  Eden,  tlie  commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  conciliatory  act,  arrived  at 
Paflport      Philadelphia.    Application  was  made  to  Waili- 
th^fCf t0     mStcm   ior  a  paflport,  for  their  fecretary,  Dr. 
cretary.       Fergufon,  to  convey  overtures  to  congreis  ;  but 
this  favour  was  harihly  refufed,   and  the  let- 
ters of  the  commiffioners  forwarded  by  com- 
mon military  polls.     If  the  wanton  iniblence 
of  this  proceeding  augured  an  unfavourable  if- 

0  See  account  of  the  Mifchianza  in  the  Annual  Regifter,   1778. 
Appendix  to  the  Chronicle. 
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fue  to  the  negotiation,  the  commivTi  oners  were  S"™* 
not  unjuftifiable  in  entertaining  hopes  of  ulti-    J^~J 
roate  fuccefs  from  the  extraordinary  liberality    ^7j^e. 
of   the   terms  they  were  empowered   to   pro-  Terms 
pofe  ;  terms  which  promifed  to  America  happi-  P!0P°red 

1      ,.  l  ,      ,  i  i         by  them  to 

nets  more  permanent,  and  charters  more  exten-  congreft. 
five,  than  could,  according  to  the  common 
chances  of  war,  be  derived  from  the  alliance 
of  any  European  powers,  and  more  ample  than, 
in  the  ordinary  train  of  events,  the  lapfe  of  ages 
could  produce.  They  proffered  more  real  free- 
dom than,  under  allcircumflances,  could  be  ex- 
pected to  flow  from  an  acquiefcence  in  their 
unfupported  independence,  and  more  perma- 
nent profperity  than  fuccefsful  warfare  or  mul- 
tiplied alliances  could  entitle  them  to  anticipate. 
The  commifuoners  offered  to  concur  in  every 
fatisfactory  and  juft  arrangement  for  procuring 
a  ceifation  of  hoftilities  by  fea  and  land  ;  a  re- 
newal of  free  intercourfe  ;  revival  of  mutual  af- 
fection, and  restoration  of  the  common  bene  (its  of 
naturalization  throughout  the  empire  ;  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  free  trade  ;  an  agreement  that  no 
military  force  mould  be  maintained  in  America, 
without  the  con  lent  of  the  general  congrefs, 
or  particular  affemblies ;  and  concurrence  in 
meafures  calculated  to  difeharge  the  debts  of 
America,  and  raife  the  value  and  credit  of  the 
paper  circulation.  To  perpetuate  the  union,  a 
reciprocal  deputation  of  an  agent  or  agents 
from  the  different  Dates  was  propofed,  who 
mould  have  a  feat  and  voice  in  parliament ;  or 
if  fent  from  Britain  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  af- 
femblies of  the  different  ftates  to  which  they 
might  be  deputed.  It  was  finally  propofed  to 
eftablifh  the  legiflative  powers  in  each  particu- 
lar Rate,  to  fettle  its  revenue,  civil  and  military 
eflablhhment,  and  acknowledge  its  right  to  ex- 
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ercife  a  perfecl;  freedom  of  leg  ill  at  ion  and  inter- 
nal government,  fo  that  the  Britifh  flates 
throughout  America,  acting  with  the  mother- 
country  in  peace  and  war.  under  a  common 
fovereign,  might  have  the  irrevocable  enjoy- 
ment of  every  privilege  which  did  not  imply  a 
total  reparation  of  intereft,  or  was  confident 
with  that  union  of  force,  on  which  the  fafety 
of  common  religion  and  liberty  depended.  The 
eommiilioners  noticed  with  due  feverity,  thein- 
fidious  interpofitioii  of  a  power,  which  had  from 
the  firft  fettlement  of  the  colonies  been  actuated 
by  enmity  to  them  as  well  as  to  Great  Britain ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  pretended  date,  or 
prefent  form  of  the  French  offers  to  America, 
yet  it  was  notorious  thatthefe  Mere  made  in  con- 
iequence of  plans  of  accommodation  previously 
concerted  in  Great  Britain,  and  with  a  view  to 
prevent  reconciliation,  and  prolong  the  war. 

AViien  this  difpatch  was  read  in  congrefs, 
the  members  molt  infatuated  with  the  pre- 
dilection for  French  alliance,  oppofed  a  further 
hearing,  as  infulting  to  the  king  of  France. 
The  debate  was  fo  earneftly  maintained  that 
it  became  necevlary  to  adjourn  the  fitting  from 
Friday  till  Monday,  when  congrefs  referred 
the  letter  to  a  committee  of  five,  who  pre- 
pared the  draft  of  an  anfwer,  which  was  ap- 
proved and  tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioners. 
It  dated  that  nothing  but  an  earneit  deiire  to 
fpare  the  further  effufion  of  human  blood  could 
have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper  containing 
expirations  fo  difrefpectful  to  his  molt  chriftian 
majefty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  the  itates, 
or  confider  propofitions  fo  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  an  independent  nation.  The  acts  of 
the  Britifh  parliament,  the  commiflion  from 
the  king,  and  the  letter  of  the  eommiilioners, 

fuppofed 
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fnppofed  the  people  of  America  fubjecT;  to  the   chap. 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  were  founded  on    XXXIV- 
an    idea   of  dependence  utterly    inadmifrible.      177s. 
Congrefs  were  inclined  to  peace,  notwithltand- 
ing  the  unjuft  claims  from  which  the  war  ori- 
ginated, and  the  lavage   manner  in  which  it 
had   been  conducted :  they  would  therefore  be 
content  to  enter  on  a  coniideration  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  and   commerce,  not  inconfiftent  with 
treaties  already  fubfilting,    when  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  ffeould  demonftrate  a  fin  cere  dif- 
pofition  for  that  purpofe.    The  only  folid  proof 
of  this   difpoiition  would   be  an  explicit  ac- 
knowledgment of  independence,  or  the  with- 
drawing of  his  fleets  and  armies. 

Notw i th st a x d  t  x g the  unpromifingharm-  Expfcm- 
nefs  of  thefe  meafures,  the  commiffioners,  uu-  J37  "f 
Willing  to  abandon  their  caulc  till  quite  <\t{-  miflio«er*. 
perate,  addrelfed  to  congrefs  an  explanatory  IIth  3ui?m 
paper.  On  the  required  acknowledgment  they 
laid,  "  We  are  not  inclined  to  difpute  the  mean- 
ing of  words  ;  but  fo  far  as  you  mean  the  en- 
tire privilege  of  the  people  of  North  America 
to  difpofe  of  their  property  and  govern  them- 
felves,  without  reference  to  Great  Britain. 
beyond  what  is  neceifary  topreferve  that  union 
of  force  in  which  our  mutual  advantage  and 
fafety  confift,  we  think  that  fo  far  independency 
is  fully  acknowledged  in  the  terms  of  our  let- 
terof  the  tenth  of  June;  and  we  are  willing  to 
enter  on  a  fair  difcuffion  of  all  the  circum- 
stances that  may  be  neceifary  to  infure  or  even  to 
enlarge  that  independency."  Hiey  afligned  as 
areafon  for  not  withdrawing  the  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, the  danger  of  the  meafure  to  thofe  of  the 
colonics  who  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  nccefiUv  of  precaution  agaiiHt 
their  anticnt  enemy.      How    foon    it    ihould 

follow 
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follow  the  firft  reciprocal  advances  to  peace, 
would  depend  on  the  favourable  profpe6t  con- 
grefs mould  give  of  a  reconciliation  with  their 
fellow- citizens,  the  loyalifts  of  America,  and 
with  thole  in  Great  Britain.  They  declared  their 
judgment  not  biaffed  by  any  probable  military 
events,  but  that  their  firft  proportion  mould  in 
all  cafes  be  the  rule  of  their  conduct  ;  and 
claimed  from  congrefs  a  difclofure  of  the  treaty 
■with  France,  which  that  body  avowed  as  in- 
fluencing their  conduct,  but  of  which  the  com- 
miiiioners  had  no  means  of  forming  an  adequate 
judgment. 

To  this  letter  the  congrefs  refolved,  that  no 
anfwer  mould  be  given. 

These  haughty  proceedings  convinced  the 
commiffioners  of  the  afcendancy  of  the  French 
party,  and  the  inutility  of  further  attempts. 
Congrefs,  however,  had  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  their  conftituents  would  not  be  fatisfied 
with  the  rejeelion  of  fo  defirable  an  alliance 
with  their  parent-ftate,  while  the  boon  of  inde- 
pendence was  begged  from  their  habitual  ene- 
my :  they  could  not,  in  their  public  capa- 
city»  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the  letter 
of  the  commiffioners  ;  but  individual  members, 
through  the  channel  of  the  prefs,  published  in- 
fulting  and  fcurrilous  comments,  without  dif- 
guifing  their  interference,  or  disclaiming  their 
anonymous  productions. p 

Congress,  however,  did  not  willingly  fub- 
mit  to  lofe  any  opportunity  of  extracting  from 
the  transactions  with  the  commiffioners,  topics 
of  abufe  againft  Great  Britain.  Under  a  pre- 
tence that  they  had  received  private  infornia- 

P  See  fomeofthefe  Letters  by  Samuel  Adams  and  William  Henry 
Drayton,  in  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  vi.  pp.  300.  307.  vol. 
vii.  pp.  19,  20.     See  alio  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  74. 

tion 
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tion  of  an  attempt  by  governor  Johnftone  to  chap. 
corrupt  Jofeph  Reid,  one  of  their  members,  they  ^^,* 
ordered  that  all  letters  received  by  members  of  1778.  ' 
congrefs,  or  their  agents,  of  a  public  nature, 
mould  be  laid  before  them.  Inconfequence  of 
this  refolution,  a  letter  written  by  governor 
Johnftone  to  Francis  Dana,  in  which  he  related 
fome  private  anecdotes  refpecting  the  French 
treaty, q  and  two  others  from  the  fame  commif- 
fioner  to  general  Jofeph  Reid r  and  Robert  Mor- 
ris5 were  produced.  Inthefe  epiftles,  as  well  as 
one  previoufly  read  in  congrefs,  he  imprudently 
extolled  the  exalted  characters  of  the  members, 
mentioned  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  America 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  intimated  that 
views  of  perfonal  aggrandifement,  if  entertain- 
ed either  by  members  of  congrefs,  or  of  the 
military  body,  might  be  fully  gratified  by  for- 
warding a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain. 
In  aid  of  thefe  imperfect  intimations,  afuppofecl 
converfation  was  narrated  between  general 
Reid,  and  a  married  lady  of  character,  having 
connections  with  the  Britijh  army,  who  informed 
the  general  that  governor  Johnftone  had  ex- 
preffed  favourable  fentiments  of  him,  and  wifh- 
ed  to  engage  his  interefl  in  promoting  a  re- 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  America;  for 
which  fervice,  if  confiftent  with  his  principles 
and  judgment,  he  (hould  receive  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  and  any  office  in  the  colonies  in  the 
king's  power  to  beftow.  This  bountiful  offer 
made  by  an  unauthorised  married  lady,  after 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  Britiih 
army,  the  general  refufed;  "  lie  was  not,"  he 
1,  "  worth  purchafing ;  butfuchas  he  was,  the 


1  Dated  10th  June. 

1  Dated  nth  April, 
\  America. 

•Dated  i5th  J«nc. 


r  Dated  nth  April,  near  two  months  before  the  governor's  arrival 
in  Ameiica. 

th  June. 

king 
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c  h  a  p.  kino-  of  Great  Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to 

«jJ7*-  Upon   this   vague   information,    and    two 

Rcfoiu-Uff'  general    paragraphs    in    the    governor's    let- 
tFonsie-      ters,  eongrefs  founded   reiblutions,  That  they 
iptamg      Could  only  be  conlidered  as  daring  and   atro- 
Joimitoue.    cious    attempts    to    bribe   and    corrupt    tneir 
integrity  ;   and  demoniiratcd  their  higheft  and 
moii  pointed   indignation,  by  declaring  it  in- 
compatible  with   their   honour,   to   hold   any 
■correfpondence  with  governor  Johnftone,  or  to 
negotiate  with   him   in  affairs  interefting  the 
*«th.         caufe  of  liberty  and  virtue. u     The  other  com- 
tlwccm-      miifioners   difcl aimed    all    knowledge    of   the 
miflkncrs.   tranfacljon, x  and   governor  Johnftone,    in  an 
angry  declaration,  declined  continuing  to  act 
in   his  commiffion.      He  reproached  congrefs 
with  their  perfidy  towards  the  army  of  Saratoga; 

t  When  about  to  depart  from  America,  governor  Johnftone  wrote 
foDr.  Adam  Fergnfon,  exprefsly  denying  the  truth  of  Mr.  Reid's 
ftatement,  lb  far  as  it  applied  to  him.  .Dr.  Fergnfon  published  the 
letter,  and  averred  that  the  governor  had  depofited  in  his  hands 
proofs  of'  'lie  truth  of  its  contents,  though  he  was  prohibited  by  ex- 
pitfs  injunctions,  and  the  fear  of  expofing  individuals  to  the  cruel 
jrerfecution  of  congrefs,  from  making  them  public.  See  Remem- 
brancer, vol.  vii.  p.  336. 

u  See  this  declaration,  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  14. 
and  governor  Johnftone's  Letters  at  length,  fame  vol.  pp.  S>,  9,  10. 

x  In  the  ccuife  of  this  fetter,  the  commifiioners  defcanted  at  large 
on  the  mode  in  which  the  treaty  with  France  had  been  granted  ;  they 
dei'cri bed  that  nation  as  a  known  enemy  to  all  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  and  obierved,  that  on  a  review  of  her  whole  conduct,  her  de- 
figns,  the  ungenerous  motives  of  her  policy,  and  the  degree  of  faith 
due  to  her  profefiions,  would  become  too  obvious  to  need  illuftra- 
rion.  La  Fayette,  with  charafteriftic  petulance  and  abfurdity,  founded 
on  this  joint  public  paper,  a  challenge  to  (ingle  combat,  which  he 
addreffed  to  lord  Carliile  :  the  Englifb  noblemen  faid,  he  found  it 
difficult  to  return  a  ferious  anfwer  j  La  Fayette  ought  to  have  known 
that  he  was  refpenfible  to  his  king  and  country  alone,  and  not  to 
any  individual  for  his  public  conduct  and  language.  If  his  opinions 
or  expreffions  were  not  ret  rafted  in  public,  he  mould  never  give  an 
account  of  them,  much  lefs  retract  them  in  private.  This  defervedly 
contemptuous  anfwer  terminated  the  correfpoudence.  The  letters 
are  in  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  174. 

their 


ur- 
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and  their  refitting,  through  motives  of  ambition,    chap. 
the  liberal  offers  of  the   Britifh  government;     v^^J 
while  they  publicly  proftrated  themfelves  be-      177$- 
fore  a  French  embafiador,  and  entered  into   a 
league    with   the  inveterate   enemies  of  both 
countries. y 

The  further  correfpondence  with  congrefs  7thAug. 
was    of  fmall  importance:  the  commiffioners  Copref- 
had  already  made    a  requifition  to  fulfil  the  ab^tBui 
convention  of  Saratoga,  which  was  with  equal  goyne's 
perfidy  and  ftubbornnels  refufed.     After  feve-  ari"y* 
ral    unavaling    efforts    to    attain    this    point,    d  0"a 
they  publifhed  a  manifefto  and  proclamation,  Manifefto 
addrelfed  feparatcly  to  the   cono-refs,  the  ge-  of^0'" 
neral  anemones  and  conventions   or   provin- 
ces, the  people  at  large,  the  minifters  of  re- 
ligion,   and  the  lovers  of  peace.     The  mem- 
bers  of  cono-refs  were  reminded   of  their  re- 
iponfibility   to  their   country,    to  the   world, 
and  to  God,  for  the  continuance   of  the  war, 
and   its  concomitant  iniferi.es.     The  commif- 
fioners  did  not  defire  to  obtain  the  objects  of 
their  purfuit,  by  fomenting-  popular  divilions, 
and  party  cabals;    but  it  was  their  wiih,  and 
their  duty,  to  en  con  rag'.1  and  fupport  indivi- 
duals or  bodies  in  their  return  to   loyalty  and 
amity;    and  if  reparation  from   Great  Britain 
was  purfued  through  the  medium  of  a  pretended 
alliance  with   France,    the   whole  nature  and 
future   conduct    of  the  war  mult  be  altered. 
Policy  and  benevolence  had  hitherto  reftrained 
the  extremes  of  hoftility,  in  diftreiung  a  peo- 
ple (till  confidered  as  Britiih  fubjects,  and  def- 
lating a  country,  ihortly  to  become  again  the 
fource  of  mutual  advantage;   but  when    thai 
country  profeffed  the  unnatural  defign,  not  only 

v  Remembrancer,  rol.  vl  p  14.     See  alfo  SteUman,  t    i 

Of 
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c  h  ap-  ®£  eft  ranging  herfelf  from  the  mother-country, 
xxxiv.  but  of  mortgaging  herfelf  and  her  refources 
1778^  to  an  inveterate  enemy,  the  conteft  would  be 
changed  ;  and  the  queftion  would  be,  how  far 
Great  Britain  might  deftrtry,  or  render  ufclefs 
a  connection  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for 
the  aggrandizement  of  France.  Under  fuch 
circuniftances,  the  laws  of  felf-prefervation 
directed,  that  if  the  Britiih  colonies  were  to 
become  an  acceffion  to  France,  the  acquisition 
mould  be  rendered  of  the  frnaileft  poflible 
value.  General  pardons  were  proffered  to  all 
who  mould  withdraw  from  the  fervice  of  con- 
giefs  within  forty  days,  and  to  the  colonies  at 
large,  or  feparately,  a  general  or  feparate  peace, 
with  the  revival  of  their  ancient  government, 
fecured  againft  future  infringement,  and  pro- 
tected from  Britiih  taxation, 
foth  oa.  Congress  anfwered  this  manifefto  by  re- 
baas.1  folutions,  exhorting  the  people,  when  the 
king's  troops  mould  begin  burning  or  deftroy- 
ini>-  anv  town,  to  retaliate  on  the  houies  and 
properties  of  all  tones,  and  enemies  to  Ame- 
rican independence,  and  fecure  their  perfons ; 
abftaining,  however,  from  wanton  cruelties, 
as  congrefs  would  not  imitate  their  enemies. 
or  their  German,  negro,  and  copper-coloured 
allies. 
30th.  In  conformity  with  thefe  obfervations,  they 

/•.ndcemn-    jf   jffuecj  a  counter-manifefto,  vaunting  with 
fcaoof       the  iolemnity  or  a  religious  appeal,  their  cle- 
coogiefs.     niency  and  philanthropy,  and  reproaching  the 
fubjects  of  Great  Britain   with  devaftating  the 
open  country,  burning  defencelefs  villages,  and 
butchering  American   citizens.     Their  prifons 
had  been  the  flaughter-houfes  of  fold iers,  their 
mips  of  feamen,  and  cruel  injuries  were  aggra- 
vated bv  grofs  infults.     Foiled  in   a  vain  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  to  fubjugate  the  unconqerable  fpirit  of  chap. 
freedom,  the  commiffioners  had  meanly  aflailed  ^^j^ 
the  reprefentatives  of  America  with  bribes,  1772. 
deceit,  and  fervile  adulation.  They  mocked 
humanity  by  wanton  deftruCtion,  religion  by 
impious  appeals  to  God  whilft  violating  his 
facred  commands,  and  mocked  reafon  itfelf, 
by  endeavouring  to  prove  that  the  liberty  and 
happinefs  of  America,  could  fafely  be  entrufted 
to  thofe  who  had  fold  their  own.  Stung  by 
merited  contempt,  they  had  folicited  indivi- 
duals to  break  the  bonds  of  allegiance,  and 
imbrue  their  fouls  with  the  blackeft  of  crimes; 
but  fearing  that  none  could  be  found  funic  i- 
ently  wicked  for  their  purpofe,  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  influence  the  weak,  by  threaten- 
ing more  wide  devastation.  In  conclufion, 
congrefs  declared  that  if  the  Britiih  army  pre- 
fumed  to  execute  their  threats,  or  perfifted  in 
their  career  of  barbarity,  exemplary  vengeance 
ihould  deter  others  from  iimilar  conduct 

If  the  treaty  with  France  was  calculated  to  Evacua- 
raife  the  fpirits,  and  confirm  the  pertinacity  of  &»«f 
congrefs,  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  ^  ( 
Britiih  troops,   tended  to  increafe  the  effect 
This  mcafure  was  not  unexpected,  it  was  known 
to  be  in  contemplation  before  the  arrival  of  the 
commiffioners;7  and  though  the  policy  of  the 
meafure  was  evident,  it  was  regarded  as  a  proof 
.of  alarm  and  weaknefs.     In  contemplation  of 
a  French  war,  the  Britiih  miniftry  ordered  the 
removal  of  the  troops  from  Philadelphia,  which 
was  fituate  a  hundred  miles  from  the  fea,  and 
acceiftble  only  by   a  winding  river,   to   New 
York,  a  more  central  poiition,  and  a  commo- 
dious and  defirable  relidencefor  the  army. 

r  Wa/bington's  Letters,  vol.  iL  p.  i2j.  2S6. 

Tu/..   j 1 1.  i  Sir 
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chap.  Sir   Henry   Clinton   never  affected   lo 

xxxiv.  conceal  bis   intention,   but  on   the   contrary, 

I77s  gave  notice  to   Wafliington   of  the  time  and 

isthjune.  courfe  of  liis  retreat      lie  evacuated  the   city 

rresttof  without  the  flighteft  impediment,  though  the 

ciimon.  Americans  took  poffeflion  before  the  whole 
army  had  departed.     Clinton's  march  was  in- 

Severities      cumoere(}    },)y    a    grreat  l)0(lv    of  loyalifts,    wllO, 

againft  the  with  their  whole  property  followed  the  army ; 

loyalifts.  \\\zy  were  driven  to  this  neceffity  by  the  cruel 
neglect  of  congrefs,  who,  in  oppofition  to  the 
iagacious  and  humane  advice  of  Wafliington, 
ado])ted  no  refolution  for  rendering  their  con- 
tinuance in  Philadelphia  fecure. z  The  appre- 
hen lions  of  the  fugitives  were  proved  to  be 
not  unfounded  by  the  fevere  proceedings 
againft  the  partizans  of  the  royal  caufe,  who 
ventured  to  remain  ;  their  property  was  confis- 
cated, their  perfons  baniihed  or  imprifoned, 
and  two  refpechible  quakers,  Roberts  and  Car- 
liile,  fuffered  death. 

Slow  The  Britiih  army,  incumbered  with  baffffagc 

march  ot  j  provjfjuns  embarraffed  with  difficult  roads, 

the  fentifh  1  '  ....  .  ' 

army.  and  extending  twelve  miles  m  length,  pro- 
ceeded llowly.  Wafliington  had  lent  parties 
forward  to  break  down  the  bridges,  and  ha- 
nds the  march ;  yet  he  kept  a  refpectful  dif- 
tance,  fufpicious  that  the  Britiih  general  was 
endeavouring  to  lure  him  from  his  advanta- 
geous fituation,  and  force  an  engagement  in 
the  lower  country ;  or  that  by  a  rapid  move- 
ment, the  Britiih  general  might  poffefs  himfelf 
of  the  heights.  During  the  progrefs  of  Clin- 
ton, the  American  detachments  were  conftantly 
reinforced  withchofen  men;  Gates  was  placed 
on  the  oppofite  tide  of  the  Kariton  river,   in 

»  Wafhington.'s  Letters,  vol.ji,  p.  aJj. 

front 
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front  of  the  Britiih  army,  while  Wafhington  in  chap. 
the   rear,  and    on    the  "left   behind    Mileftone    ™^* 
Creek,  was  ready  to  effect  a  junction  with  Gates ;      I77S- 
but  Clinton  efcaped  the  danger  of  this  combi- 
nation, by  fagacioufly  directing  his  courfe  to- 
wards Sandy  Hook,  and  palling   to  the  right 
inftead  of  crofting  the  Raritoh. 

At  Freehold-court-houfe,  in  the  county  of  28th  J1"1*:. 
Monmouth,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  perceived  the  Monmouth 
enemy   approaching   to  attack   the  baggage,  Court- 
committed  to  the  charge  of  the  brave  general  houfe' 
Knyphaufen.     He  made  a  vigorous  attack  on 
their  front  line,  ftrongly  polled  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Lee,  and  compelled  him  to 
retire.     He  then  drove  back  the  fecond    line 
from  a  pofition  equally  ftrong,  while  Knyphau- 
fen repulfed  parties  of  the  enemy  who  attacked 
the  baggage.     Here  the  affair  ought  to  have 
terminated  ;  but  the  light  troops,  with  ungo- 
vernable impetuofity,  purfued  the  fugitives  un- 
der  Lee,   till   they    were  met  and  rallied    by 
Washington,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being 
intirely  cut  off,  Clinton  was  obliged  to  main- 
tain his  pofition  expofed  to  a  fevere  crofs-fire. 
Having  effected  this  purpofe,   and  feeing   no 
hope   of  making  an  advantageous  aflault  on 
the  enemy,  who  were  protected  by  defiles  and 
marines,   he  withdrew  from  the  held,   to  the 
fame  ground  he  had  quitted  in  the  morning. 
The  lofs  on  each  fide  was  nearly  equal,  amount- 
ing to  about  three  hundred  and  Cxty.     The 
Britiih  colonel  Monckton  was  particularly  la- 
mented;  during  the  heat  of  the  engagement, 
and  in  the  midft  of  a  heavy  cannonade,  his 
brave  followers  dug  his  grave  with  their  bay- 
onets, and  threw  in  the  earth  with  their  bauds. 

Ha v lxo  permitted   his  troops  to  repofe  till  Emharica- 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  the  Britiih  general  filently  rJ,on"fthe 

i  2  treated  m 
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chap,  retreated   to  join  Knyphaufen,    and   without 
xxxiv.  further  impediment  worthy  of  notice,  embarked 
1778.      at  Sandy  Hook,  and  reached  New  York.     His 
5th  July.    01c{ers  were  to  embark  at  Philadelphia,  but  by 
difobeying  thefe  inftruciions,  he  fayed  both  the 
army  and  navy  from   imminent  danger.     The 
Americans,  by  artificial  colouring,  made  their 
partisans  coniider  the  action  at  Freehold-court- 
houfe  as  a  victory ;  but  their  attempt  on  the 
baggage  was  fruftratcd  ;  and  they  did  not  ven- 
ture to  impede  the  further  progrefs  of  the  Britiili 
3d  July      general.     While  he  was  forming  his  embarka- 
tion at  Sandy  Hook,  Waihington  appeared  in 
fight:  and  Clinton  waited  in  vain  two  davs  to 
give  him  battle. 
Difgraceof      General  Lee  was  (ternly  reprimanded  by 
general       Waihington  when  they  met  in  his  retrea   f  fub- 
fequentiy  to  the  engagement,  he  wrote  fomc 
petulant  letters  in  vindication  of  his  own  cha- 
racter, which  placed  him  at  the  mercy  of  his 
fuperior  officer.     Jealoufy  had  long  fubfifted 
between  thefe  commanders.     Waihington  was 
accufed,  apparently  without  juftice,  of  having 
rejoiced  at,  and  even  clandeftinely  prolonged 
the  term  of  Lee's  captivity,  and  it  is  more  than 
infmuated  that  Lee  intended,  in  the  late  action, 
to  caufe  the  defeat  of  the  army  for  the  purpofe 
of  difgracing  his  rival.     A  court-martial  found 
him  guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders,  of  making 
an   unneceifary,   diforderly,    and   iliameful  re- 
treat, and  of  writing  difrefpectful  lettersto  the 
commander  in  chief.     WThile  this  fentence  was 
under  the  confideration  of  congrefs,  he   was 
wounded  in  a  duel  with  one  of  Waihington's 
aids-de-camp,  and  after  the  fentence  was  con- 
firmed, his  intemperance  led  him  into  a  paper 
war   with   Drayton,  a   member  of    congrefs, 
and  into  fcurrilous-  invectives  againft  the  go- 
vernment 
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vernment  of  America,  and  individuals  compof-    xx>av" 
ing  it.      His  fentence  amounted  only  to  fuf-    \— v~--» 
penfion  for   a   year ;  but   in    confequence   of      1778# 
his  own  ungoverned  ralhnefs,  lie  never  after- 
Wards  attracted  honourable  notice;  and  thofe 
who  but   a  year   before  had   doubted   of  the 
fafety  of  the  American  caufe,  nnlefs  upborne 
by  him,  now   contentedly   configned  him   to 
oblivion,  or  branded  his  name  with  contempt 
and  execration  a. 

A  squadron  of  twelve  mips  of  the  line  and  TheTou- 
fix  frigates  was   equipped  at   Toulon,  before  dronfeiis. 
the  French  announced  to  the  Britifh  court  their 
refolutioh   to   fupport  the   caufe   of  America. 
Commanded    by    count  d'Eftaing,    this   fleet 
paffed  the  Straights  of  Gibraltar  the  fifteenth 
of  May  ;  and  a  Britiih  fquadron  of  equal  force  9fh  June, 
under  admiral   Byron,  failed  from   Plymouth  Ixditfa* 
as  foon  as  undoubted  intelligence  determined  fleet, 
the  deftination  of  the  enemy.     D'Eftaing,  not  5th  July, 
reaching  the  Chelapeak  till  the  day  in  which  Th.eFrench 
the  Britifh  army  embarked  at  Sandy  Hook,  theChefa- 


arnve  at 
the  CI 
peak. 


a  See  memoirs  of  general  Lee.  Wafhington's  letters  vol.  ii.  p. 
293.  297.  et  feq.  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  83.  Lee's  character  is  accu- 
rately defcribed  by  Stedman,  vol.  i.  p.  227.  His  military  knowledge 
was  great,  and  he  bad  been  a  foldier  from  his  infancy  ■  he  had 
formerly  pohefied  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Britifh  fer- 
vice,  and  had  ferved  all  the  lait  war  in  America  and  Portugal 
with  reputation.  His  abilities  were  extenfive,  and  his  knowledge 
improved  by  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  every  nation  in  Europe. 
His  difpofition  was  reltlefs  and  romantic,  and  the  poffeffion  of  an 
eafy  fortune  enabled  him  to  indulge  it.  Having  received  feme  affront 
from  the  individuals  who  compofed  the  Britifh  adrrivni  ft  ration, 
he  emigrated  to  America  on  the  commencement  of  the  disturbances, 
and  offered  his  fti  vices  to  Congrefs.  His  abilities  and  profeffional 
reputation  being  well  known,  his  offers  were  accepted  with  joy,  and 
lie  was  honoured  with  the  rank  of  major-general.  He  had  been 
eminently  ufeful  in  difciplining  the  American  troops,  and  by  his 
activity  and  fkill  had  greatly  contributed  to  the  common  cmife. 
To  thefe  qualifications,  however,  the  impartiality  of  hiltory  requires 
us  to  add,  that  he  was  a  man  of  nioft  abandoned  principles  ;  that  he 
laughed  at  every  attribute  of  the  Divinity,  and  turned  into  ridicule 
every  tenet  of  religion. 

1  3  purfued 
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chap,    purfued  them  to  New  York  with  an  apparent 
^™J    defign  of  entering  the  harbour.     Lord  Howe's 
1778.      force  was  confiderably  inferior  to  that  of  the 
nth  July.    ;preilch  admiral;  confining   only  of  fix  lliips 
of  the  line,  four  of  fifty  guns,  and  fome  frigates  ; 
but  being  amply  manned,  ably  officered,   and 
difpofed    with    judgment,     they    impatiently 
azd.  awaited  the  attack.     D'Eftaing,  however,  did 

not  hazard  the  attempt,  but  with  the  fiift  fair 
wind    Hood  to   the   fouthward   as  far   as   the 
mouth  of  the  Delaware,  and  fleered  for  Rhode 
Iiland. 
Expedition       Preparations  made  in  the  ipring  for  ex- 
againft       pelling  the  Britifh  troops,  had  been  fruftrated 
Iila°nct       by    lieutenant- colonel    Campbell    and    major 
Eyre,   who  deftroyed   the  veffels,   ftores,    and 
timber  of  the  enemy,  and  rendered  their  artille- 
ry unferviceable  ;  and  the  Americans  were  not 
now  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  French  ad- 
miral. Lord  Howe  having  received  intelligence 
jthAug.     of  his  deftination,  appeared  off  Rhode  Iiland  ; 
but  the  two  fleets,    on  the  point   of  cngag- 
Partial-  en-  ing,  were  difperfed  by  a  ftorm.     Several  fpirited 
gagemeut     conflicts   took  place  between  fingle  fliips,   in 
which  the  fuperiority  of  the  Britifh  marine  was 
illuftrioufly  maintained  by  captain  Dawfon  in 
the  Renown,  and  commodore  Hotham  in  the 
16th.         Prefton  ;  but  by  none  more  coufpieuoufly  than 
captain  Raynor  in  the  His,  of  fifty  guns,  who 
engaged  the  Cefar  of  feventy-four,   compelled 
her  to  feek  the  harbour  of  Lofton  to  refit,  and 
was  prevented  from  effecting  a  capture  only  by 
the  injuries  fuftained  in  his  malts  and  risking'. 
The  Ifis  had  but  one  man  killed,  and  fifteen 
wounded  ;  the  Cefar  fifty,  including  the  cap- 
tain, the  celebrated  Bougainville,  who  loft  an 
arm. 

Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile  the  attack  of  Rhode  Iflantl 
was  conducted  by  general  Sullivan,  at  the 
head  of  ten  thoufand  men,  detached  from  the 
main  army.  At  the  approach  of  d'Eftaing, 
the  befieged  dismantled  and  burnt  fcven  Bri- 
tiih  vefiels,  from  thirty-two  to  fixteen  guns, 
and  concentrated  the  military  force  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Newport,  which  enabled 
Sullivan  to  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
illand.  The  Americans  formed  their  approaches 
with  regularity  ;  but  the  return  of  d'Eftaing's 
fleet  mattered  by  a  {form,  to  refit  in  Bofion 
harbour,  damped  the  fpjrits  of  the  befiegers  ; 
three  thoufand  deferted,  and  Sullivan,  defpair- 
ing  of  fuccefs,  effected  a  judicious  and  timely 
retreat,  checking  purfuit  by  well-fought  fkir- 
milhes,  and  gaining  the  main  land  in  the 
darknefs  of  night.  His  eieape  was  truly  criti- 
cal ;  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  advancing  with 
four  thoufand  men  for  the  relief  of  Rhode 
Ifland  ;  and  after  being  detained  four  days  by 
contrary  winds,  reached  the  fpot  the  very  day 
after  it  was  evacuated. 

The  Bri  tiih  fleet  being  reinforced,  and  ren- 
dered fuperior  to  that  of  France;  and  Byron 
daily  expected,  lord  Howe  returned  to  Eng- 
land, leaving  the  command  to  admiral  Gam- 
bier. 

S  i  r  H r: x  ry  C  i- 1  x  t o n,  difappointed  in  cut- 
ting off  the  retreat  of  the  Americans,  and  pre- 
vented by  ftormy  weather  from  completing  an 
a  f  fault  which  he  projected  on  New  London,  in 
Connecticut,  detached,  while  he  proceeded  to 
New  York,  general  Grey  on  an  expedition  to 
Buzzard's  Bay.  This  extenfive  and  important 
fervice  was  performed  with  furpriling  celerity  : 
the  troops  landed  affix  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
and  re-embarked  by  the  enfuing  noon,  after 

i  4  deftroyirig 
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30th  Sept. 
Suiprife  of 

colonel 
Baylor. 


CHAP*  deftroyina;  feventy  fail  of  mips  in  Acufh- 
i-T^J  net  River,  numerous  ixorehoufes,  wharfs,  and 
177%'  two  large  rope-walks  at  Bedford  and  Fairhaven, 
and  a  fort  mounting-  eleven  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon,  with  a  magazine  and  barracks.  Pro- 
ceeding likewife  to  an  ifland  called  Martha's 
Vineyard,  they  took  or  burned  feveral  veffels, 
defhoyed  a  fait  work,  difarmed  the  inhabitants, 
and  levied  a  contribution  of  ten  thoufand 
fheep,  and  three  hundred  oxen,  with  which 
feafonable  fupply  the  fleet  returned  to  New 
York. 

Another  expedition  of  ftill  more  impor- 
tance was  undertaken  againft  Little  Egg  har- 
bour on  the  coaft  of  New  Jerfey,  a  noted  ren- 
dezvous for  privateers,  which  commanded  all 
veffels  going  into  New  York.  To  favour  this 
exploit,  the  whole  army  was  put  in  motion, 
and  Wamington  being  precluded  by  his  filia- 
tion from  acting  with  his  intire  force,  could 
only  fend  partial  detachments  to  interrupt  and 
confine  the  operations  of  the  foragers.  One 
of  thefe  detachments  occupied  the  villages  of 
Old  and  New  Tapaan  ;  a  company  of  horfe 
commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Baylor  lying 
in  the  fnir,  and  a  bodv  of  militia  in  the  other. 
Bv  a  circuitous  route,  and  cutting:  off  the  out- 
pofis  without  noife,  general  Grey  reached  Old 
Tapaan  while  the  whole  party  were  afleep.  The 
foldiers  rumed  in,  having  been  deprived  of 
their  flints  to  prevent  firing,  put  feveral  to 
death  with  the  bayonet,  and  took  many  pri- 
foners ;  Baylor  himfelf  was  (lightly  wounded 
and  captured  b.  Colonel  Campbell  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  have  attacked  the  other  villa °;e, 

b  The  number  of  American  privates  was  104 — 15  were  killed, 
13  left  wounded,  and  59  were  taken  prifoners. 

but 
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but  from  a  delay  of  the  boats  intended  to  tranf.  chap. 
port  him,  the  Americans  were  alarmed  and  ^^j 
effected  their  efcape.  »??*« 

When  the  l'quadron  reached   Egg  harbour,   5th  oa 
the  country   was  alarmed,   four  privateers  ef-  Attack  on 
caped,  and  the  other  veffels  were  conveyed  up  ^ogusrharv 
the  river.     Celerity  being  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance,  the   troops  were  landed  at   Chefnut  6{]u 
Neck,  and  deftroyed   ten  prize  veffels,  which 
the  enemy  had  previoufly  fcuttled  ;  but.  pru- 
dence forbad  them  to  profecute  an  enterprise 
originally  meditated  againft  the  Forks,  where 
a  grand  depofit  of  prize  goods  was  eitabliihed. 
Re-embarking  they  fell  down  the  river,  and 
deftroyed  three  fait  works,  with  fome  houfes 
and  {lores,  belonging  to  proprietors  of  priva- 
vateers,  or  perfons  diftinguiihed  as  unrelenting 
perfecutors  of  the  loyalifts.     Daring  this  inter-  ,.£,. 
val,    a   detachment    under   captain   Fergufon,  Puia&i's 
guided  bv  the   information  of  deferters,  fur-  ksi0.n  cnt 

0  ....         s  .  ..     1        ,       .  to  pieces. 

pnied  and  cut  to  pieces  a  part  or  the  legion 
of  the  Polilh  count  Pulafki  ;  few  efeaped,  and 
only  five  were  made  prilbners.  On  the  return 
of  the  fquadron  to  New  York,  the  Britilh  army 
was  withdrawn  from  its  forward  pofition,  and 
nothing  further  was  undertaken  in  this  quarter 
during;  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the  commiffion-  Expedltl0» 
ers,   Sir   Henry  Clinton  fent  a  detachment  of  Qeorojw 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  under  colonel 
Campbell,  to  reduce  Georgia.     Major-general 
Prevoft,  the  commander  in  Eaft   Florida,  had 
long  maintained  predatory  hoftilities   againll 
this   colony,  and  now  received   orders  to  co- 
operate  with  Campbell,  who  was  fupported  by 
a  fleet  under  admiral  Parker.     A  Yew  days  after  Rednclio* 
tlit-  arrival  of  the  force  from  New  York,  with*  ofSaTWl- 
out  waiting  for  intelligence  from  Prevoft,  Sa- 
vannah, 
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vannali,  the  capital,  was  attacked,  and  though 
defended  by  the  American  general  Robert 
How  with  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  fecuredby 
many  difficulties  of  approach,  triumphantly 
carried,  and  a  large  booty  acquired,  almoit 
without  lofs.  Soon  after  this  fplendid  action, 
general  Prevoft  arrived,  and  aimmed  the  chief 
command  ;  the  remains  of  the  provincial  army 
were  driven  acrofs  the  river  into  South  Caro- 
lina; great  part  of  the  colonifts  took  oaths  of 
allegiance  to  the  king ;  rifle  companies  were 
formed,  and  prudent  meafures  adopted  for  fe- 
curing  tranquillity  and  profperity. 

In  other  parts  of  the  continent  the  dinen- 
fions  incident  to  civil  war,  aided  by  the  native 
ferocity  of  the  Indians,  produced  fcenes  of  de- 
vaftation  and  barbarity.  The  fettlement  of 
Wyoming  was  formed  from  the  province  of 
Connecticut,  not  without  conliderable  opposi- 
tion from  Penfylvania,  which  occaiioned  a 
civil  war  between  the  provinces.  It  was  fitu- 
ated  on  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehaima,  in  a 
molt  beautiful  country,  abounding  in  all  the 
necefTaries  of  life,  and  in  a  temperate  climate. 
To  the  rage  of  civil  claims  the  difputes  with 
Great  Britain  fuperadded  a  different  motive 
of  contention,  and  the  loyalifts  and  republi- 
cans perfecuted  each  other  with  unremitted 
rancour.  Many,  driven  from  the  fettlement, 
on  fufpicion  of  being,  what  their  opponents 
termed  tories,  joined  the  Indians, and  meditated 
dreadful  revenge.  A  force  of  fixteen  hundred 
lavages,  and  Americans  in  difguife,  headed  by 
an  Indian  colonel  Butler,  and  a  half  Indian  of 
extraordinary  ferocity,  named  Brandt,  and 
lulling  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants  by  treache- 
rous arTu ranees,  fuddenly  poffelled  themfelves 
of  two  forts,  and  maffacred  the  garrifons.  They 

next 
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next    fucceeded  in   luring  the  commander  in    chap. 
chief,  with  four  hundred  men,   into  the  woods,    xxxiy. 
under  pretence  of  a  parley,  and  ilew  all  but      I77g. 
feventy.     The    conquerors    then  invefted  the 
principal  fort:  the  commandant  inquiring  the 
terms  of  furrender,   received   an  anfwer  in  two 
words,  "the  hatchet," aud  the  bloody  fcalps  of 
the  late  victims  were  fent  in  as   an  infult,  or  to 
excite  terror.     The  commandant  was  at   laft 
obliged  to  furrender   at  diferetion :    and   the 
garrifon  of  another  fort  called  Wilkefborough, 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  mercy,  yielded   without 
reiiftance  ;  but  all  were  involved  in  unfparing 
daughter  :  the  militia  were  butchered  with  cir- 
cuoiftances  of  refined  cruelty;  others  were  ihut 
up  in  houfes,    and   burnt.      Dwellings,  planta- 
tions, and  ftanding  corn  were  indifcriminately 
given  up  to   devastation  ;  even  the  brute  crea- 
tion were  maimed  and  mangled,  and  left  to  ex- 
pire in  agonies.  The  fury  of  pcrfecution  readi- 
ed its  utmoft  height,  devices  of  torment  were 
exhauited,  and  numerous  initances  of  parricide 
completed  the  fcene  of  horror.c 

If  the  American  whigs,  as  they  fly  led  them - 
felves,  cannot  be  proved  to  have  commenced, 
they  were  never  backward  in  retaliating  thefe 
horrors.  An  expedition  was  undertaken  under 
another  colonel  Butler,  from  the  upper  parts  of 
Penfylvania,  againft  the  fettlements  of  Una- 
dilla  and  Anaquago  ;  the  inhabitants  had  the 
good  fortune  to  efcape  the  vengeance  de- 
nounced againft  them  as  friends  of  thedeftroy- 
ers  of  Wyoming,  but  their  farms,  mills,  and 
ftanding  crops  were  without  ,  icrey  deftroved 
and  laid  wafte.  A  detachment  from  Virginia, 
under  colonel  Clarke,  after  encountering  many 
diflicultics,  invaded  fome  fettlements  planted  by 

«  See  Annual  Regifter,  i779>  p.  7.  ctfcq, 

the 
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the  Canadians,  and  compelled  the  inhabitants 
to   take    oaths    of  allegiance  to  the  United^ 
States. 

The  fleet  under  By-ron  was  peculiarly  un- 
fortunate ;  the  mips  were  fcattered  by  a  ftorm, 
and  arrived  finely  or  in  final  1  detachments  at 
the  American  ports.  When  the  admiral  had 
collected  and  refitted  his  fquadron,  he  repaired 
to  Bofton  for  the  purpofe  of  blocking  up  d'Ef- 
taiiig,  buttempeftuous  weather  drove  him  agaia 
to  fea,  and  compelled  him  to  refit  at  Rhode 
Ifland.  D'Eftaing,  whofe  fquadron  was  com- 
pletely repaired,  availed  himfelf  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  fail  for  the  Weft  Indies,  which  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  became  the  fcene  of  active  en- 
terprise. 

Asfoon  as  the  intelligence  of  d'Eftaing's  ar- 
rival was  authenticated,  vice  admiral  Monta- 
gue difpatched  commodore  Evans  in  the  Rom- 
ney,  with  a  party  of  artillery  and  two  hundred 
marines  under  major  Wemys,  who  took  poflef- 
fion  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  expelled  the 
French,  and  deftroved  their  fettlements. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille\  governor  of  Mar- 
tinique, with  equal  facility  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  Dominica,  but  did  not  venture  to  pro- 
long his  ftay  in  the  ifiand,  or  infift  on  fuch 
terms  of  capitulation  as  would  oecafion  a  pro- 
tracted treaty,  for  fear  of  being  intercepted  by 
admiral  Barrington. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  difpatched  from 
New  York  five  thoufand  troops  under  gene- 
ral Grey,  efcorted  by  a  fquadron  of  fix  mips 
under  commodore  Hotham.  They  joined 
Barrington,  but  had  fcarcely  commenced  the 
attack  of  St.  Lucie,  before  d'Eflaing,  with 
twelve  ihips  of  the  line,  a  numerous  train  of 
frigates  and  American  armed  ihips,  and  a  mi- 
**■  litary 
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lilary  force  of  nine  thoufand  men,  made  his  ap-    c  h  ap. 
pearance.     Pie  was,  however,  repulfed  at  the    ™^, 
grand  Cul-de-fac   by   Barrington,   with   only      1778. 
three  mips  of  the  line,  three  of  fifty  guns,  and 
fome  frigates,  who  with  a  fkill    and    bravery 
equally   admirable,  effectually    protected    the 
tranfports,  and   faved  the  provihons,  ammuni- 
tion, and  1'tores    of  the  army.     D'Eftaing  was 
not  more  fuccefsful  in  an  aifault  by  land,  mak- 
ing jointly  with  de  Bouille"  and  count  Loven- 
tlahl,'  three  attacks  on  the  Britiih  force,  in  each 
of  which  they   were  repulfed  with  great  lofs, 
and  finally  put  to  flight.     After  an  inaction  of  *«th  Dec. 
ten  days  he  reimharked,  and  left  the  ifland  to  ^red.Cap" 
its  fate;  afurrender  was  inevitable,  and   the  by  the 
Britim  commander  granted  fueh  liberal  terms  Enshfll« 
as  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude  of  the  enemy. 

Thus  the  iidt  efforts  of  France  in  fnpportof  i»<%»a: 
her  new  ally  did  not  equal  expectation.     The  j£n< 


Americans 


northern  provinces  loudly  murmured  at  being  againft 
deferted  by  d'Eftaing.  The  expedition  againft  dEltainS- 
Uhode  Ifland  would  not  have  been  undertaken 
but  in  confidence  of  his  co-operation :  his  aban- 
donment was  formally  protefted  againft,  as  a 
traiterous  dereliction  of  the  common  caufe,  de- 
rogatory to  the  honour  of  France,  contrary  to 
the  intention  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty, 
deftructive  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  States, 
and  highly  injurious  to  the  alliance  between 
the  two  nations/ 

The    Americans   foon  perceived    that    the  H,sp"*ia. 
French,  in  elpouling  their  quarrel,  lougnt  only  the  Cana- 
their  own   intereft.     D'Eftaing,  when  about  to  dians« 
fail  for  the  Weft  Indies,  publiihed  a  proclama- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  exhorting 
them  to  renew  their  obedience  to  their  native 
Sovereign;  and  Waihington,  through  the  alcen- 

^Ramfay,  vol.  ii.p.  90* 
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dancy  of  the  French  party  in  congrefs,  was 
ftrongly  urged  to  undertake,  in  conjunction  with 
a  French  force,  the  reduction  of  that  dominion. 
The  general  prudently  faw  the  danger  of  the 
attempt,  and  inftead  of  communicating  his  in- 
ft  ructions  to  La  Fayette,  as  directed  by  the 
committee  for  foreign  affairs,  wrote  a  long 
letter  to  congrefs,  forcibly  difplaying  the  im- 
policy of  the  project,  and  urging  found  politi- 
cal and  military  reafons  againft  its  adoption.6 

If  the  queftion  of  French  or  BritiiL  alliance 
could  have  been  fairly  lubmitted  to  the  people, 
diverted  of  the  tinfel  declamations  about  inde- 
pendence, and  merely  viewed  through  the  me- 
dium of  comparative  advantage,  it  can  hardly 
be  doubted  that  a  great  majority  would  have 
embraced  with  joy  the  fplendid  and  beneficial 
offers  of  the  parent-ftate.  All  the  art  and  force 
of  their  o-overnors  were  infufricient  to  reftrain, 
within  the  defired  limits,  the  contempt  and 
hatred  of  the  lower  clafs  for  their  new  allies. 
Riots  occurred  at  Bofton,  and  at  Charleftown  in 
South  Carolina  between  the  French  and  Ame- 
rican feamen;  and  in  fact,  independently  of  any 
remains  of  Britifh  prejudice,  no  two  races  of 
men  could  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
lefs  predifpofed  for  a  cordial  affociation,  than 
thofe  whom  artifice,  intrigue,  and  treachery, 
had  thus  combined  in  one  caufe. 


*  See  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  34.8. 
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State  of  the  public  mind — Difcordant  vims  of 
oppolition.  —  Syfiem  of  lord  Chatham. ■ —  Pro- 
bub  Hit  if  of  his  having  intended  to  form  an 
admini  ft  ration.  —  Public  indignation  againjl 
France.  —  Preparations  againjl  invajion. — 
Keppel  commands  the  grand  fleet— captures 
two  frigates  —  returns  to  port — is  rein- 
forced.—  His  engagement  with  d'Orvillicrs. 
K — Public  difcujion.— Publication  by  Sir 
Hugh    Pallifcr.  —  Meeting    of  parliament 

—  the  late  naval  trait  /actions  debated. — 
Altercation  between  Keppel  and  Pallifer. — 
Court-martial  ordered  on  Keppel — he  is  ac- 
quitted—  rejoicings  and  outrages  of  the 
mob  —  the  admiral  thanked  by  both  houfes. 

—  Pallifer  vacates  his  feat  and  re/igns  his 
appointments  —  is  tried  by  a  court  martial — ■ 
and  acquitted,  though  not  without  cenfure. 

—  Keppel  diffatisfed — rcfigns  the  command 
of  the  grand  fleet.  —  Fox's  motions  againjl 
lord  Sandwich.  —  The  earl  of  BrijioVs  motion, 
for  his  removal.  —  Motions  respecting  the 
navy  and  Greenwich  Hofpital. —  Rejignation 
of  nival  officers. — •  Infubordination  of  the 
navy.  —  Debates  on  the  manifefto  of  the. 
A merican  eommifjioners.  —  Burgoynes  mo- 
tion for  papers — granted. — Similar  motion 
by  Sir  William  Howe  —granted.  —  Commit- 
tee formed — Evidence  examined.  —  Bur- 
goy  lie's  evidence.  —  Counter  evidence  to  Sir 

William 
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William  Howe.  —  Committee  diffohed. — Af- 
fairs of  Ireland  di  (cuffed. — Partial  relief 
granted.  —  Diffatisf action  of  the  Irijh.' — ■ 
Non-importation  agreements.  —  Volunteer 
affociations.  —  Motion  by  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham. — Relief  afforded  to  protejlant 
diffenters. —  Rupture  with  Spain. — King's 
meffage  —  addrefs  —  amendments  moved.  — 
Militia  bill — altered  by  the  lords — paffes  in 
its  amended  fiate. — Bill  for  annulling  fea- 
mens  protections.  —  Termination  of  the 
feffwn.  —  Rife  and  progrefs  of  the  difpute 
with  Spain. — Spanijh  embaffador  withdraws. 
—  Manifefto. — Letters  of  marque  ijfued. — 
French  manifefto  —  ably  anfwered  by  Gibbon. 
« — Obfervations  on  the  conduct  of  Spain. — 
Siege  of  Gibraltar  commenced. — Ineffectual 
attempt  on  Jerfey. — Junction  of  the  French 
and  Spanijh  fleets — which  infult  the  Britijh 
coafts. 

chap.  Peace  with  America  began  now  to  be  the 

^*^,         object  of  general  defire  in   England,  but 

177s.     the  means  of  attaining,  and   terms   of  fecur- 

Stateot      jng.  jtj  occafioned  great  diverfity  of  opinion. 

mind"  The  plan  of  the  miniftry  was  more  adapted  to 
reafon  than  hope  ;  it  proffered  conceilions 
which,  if  early  held  forth,  would  have  been 
irrefiftibly  inviting,  but  the  American  caufe 
being  not  lefs  ftrenuoufly  efpoufed,  after  the 
affumption  of  independence  than  at  any  pre- 
vious period  of  the  contelt,  it  could  not  be 
expe6ted  that  the  leaders  of  congrefs  would 
be  backward  in  ufmg  thofe  arguments,  and 
adhering  to  thofe  reiblutions,  which  were  de- 
fended with  fo  much  pertinacity  in  the  capital 

.pifcordant  and  fenate  of  the  mother-country.     Oppofition, 

fkpptftfcn.  although  divided  in  their  fentiments,  united 

in 
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in  decrying  the  meafures  of  government,  and    c  **£»p# 
di ltreffing  administration  ;  but  could  not  form    ^^^t 
a  fyftem  of  conduct   which   would    combine      i77*- 
them  in  any  direct  or  attainable  project.     A 
party  rather  active  and  clamorous,  than  nume- 
rous or  popular,  were  defirous  to   concede  the 
full  extent  of  the  American  requisitions,   and 
even  to  folicit,  with  humility  approaching  to 
abjectneis,   a  preference  in  the  favour  of  the 
late  dependencies  of  the  kingdom.     Another  Sy^m  of 
party  adopted  the  opinion  of  lord  Chatham,  tham's" 
and  ftrenuoufly  refilled  the  claim  of  indepen-  adherent*. 
dence  as  fatal  to  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain. 
The   eloquence  of  lord   Chatham,    employed 
occasionally  for  party-purpofes,    and  procur- 
ing; credence  for  exaggerated  Statements,  had 
caufed  a  general  delufion,  from   which  even 
the  miniftry  were  not  exempt.     The  dignity 
of  the    mother-country  was  engaged  in  the 
American  conteft,  but  it  affected  her  profperity 
lefs  than  the  public  could  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve.     Lord    Chatham   deceived   himfelf   as 
much  as  others  on  this  fuhject,  and  perhaps 
facrificed  his  life  to  his  patriotic  feelings.     De-  Probability 
figns  were  probably  entertained  of  engaging  £oriJIfnKan 
his  affiftance  as  head  of  an  adminiftration,  in  adminilra- 
directing   the    war,    or  giving   efficiency    to  tlon- 
modes    of    conciliation.      Such    an   opinion, 
founded  on  the  words   of  his  lad  fpeech  in 
parliament,  was  ftrongiy  maintained/  and  the 
meafure  would  have  been  highly  important  in 
reconciling  great   part  of  the  nation  to  the 
proceedings  of  government.      The  report  of 
inch  an  intention,  created  lively  fenfations  in 
foreign  courts,  and  the  meafure  was  fuppofed 
fufheient  for  the  reftoration  of  vigour  to  the 

*  See  Lords  debates,  8th  April  177*. 
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councils,  and  glory  to  the  arms  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. b  But  no  operations,  confiftent  with  the 
opinions  profeffed  hy  lord  Chatham,  could 
have  reconciled  the  Americans,  imlefs  abso- 
lutely vanquished,  to  the  idea  of  dependence.0 

The  public  regarded,  with  due  indignation, 
the  treacherous  interference  of  France.  The 
pofiibility  of  a  ltricl  commercial  union,  at- 
tended with  preference,  added  to  the  delire  of 
avoiding  expence  and  bloodfhed,  and  enforced 
by  the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army,  might 
have  produced  a  more  general  defire  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  America;  but 
the  thought  of  making  the  fmalleft  conccflion 
to  the  holtilc  intervention,  or  threatened  in- 
vafion of  the  ancient  enemy  of  Great  Britain, 
was  contemplated  with  abhorrence.  The  me- 
naces of  France,  however  unlikely  to  be 
realized,  occafioned  vigorous  exertions ;  the 
militia  was  embodied,  camps  were  formed,  and 
the  country  refounded  with  the  clamour  of 
arms. 

Nor  were  the  exertions  of  the  admiralty 
deficient  in  furniihing  means  to  meet  the 
approaching  exigency.  When  apprehensions 
began  to  be  entertained  of  a  rupture  with 
France/  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  made 
application  to  admiral  Keppel,  an  officer  known 
to  be  inimical  to  ministry,  but  whom  a  high 
reputation,  the  love  of  the  tailors,  and  the  ex- 
perience   derived    from    forty    years    fervicc, 


fc  From  private  information. 

e  On  this  fubjec~t  I  may  quote  the  opinion  of  Thomas  Palrv 
"  Death,"  he  fays,  '«  has  preserved  to  the  memory  of  this  ftatefman 
that  fame  which  he  by  living  would  have  Icit.  His  plans  and 
opinions  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  would  have  been  attendee! 
with  as  many  evilconfequences,  and  as  much  reprobated  in  America, 
as  thofe  of  lord  North."    Letter  to  the  Abbe  Rynal,  p.  64. 

d  In  November  177$. 
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indicated  as  mo  ft  fit  to  affurae  the  command  chap. 
of  the  grand  fleet ;  his  appointment  was  fre-  xxxv. 
quently  mentioned  in  terms  of  high  approba-  177it 
tion  by  members  of  both  parties  in  parliament, 
and  when  the  hoftile  defigns  of  France  were 
indifputable,  he  was  entrufted  with  ample  dif- 
cretionary  powers  for  defence  of  the  kingdom. 
This  unlimited  confidence  was  highly  honour- 
able to  admin iftratioii,  as  Keppel  declared  to 
the  king,  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  them 
as  minifters  ;  and  honourable  to  him,  as  he  ac- 
cepted the  command  without  making  any 
difficulty,  or  afking  any  favour;  ferving  in 
obedience  to  the  king's  orders,  and  trufting  to 
his  majefty's  good  intentions,  and  to  his  gra- 
cious fupport  and  protection. e 

On  his  arrival  at  Portfmouth,  before  the  Mar.^s. 
.king-'s  meffao-e  refpeetinff  France  was  delivered  I.ts  condl- 
to  parliament,  he  found  only  fix  fhips  of  the 
line  fit  for  fervice ;  during  his  ftay,  four  or 
five  more  arrived,  but  on  his  reprefentation, 
the  fleet  was  fpeedily  augmented  to  twenty 
fail  of  the  Hne,  fufficiently  equipped  f. 

With     his  armament,   Keppel  failed  from  13th June. 
St.   Helens,  ^nd  foon  difcovered  two  French  17th. 
frigates,  la  L        ?e,  and  la  Belle  Poule,  recon-  HecaP- 
noitring  his  fleet.     Although  war  was  notde-  frigates, 
clared,  yet  the  admiral,  in  virtue  of  his  full 
powers,  gave  orders  to  chafe  and  conduct  them 
under  his  ftern.     The  Licorne  failed  with  the 
fleet  during  the  night,    but   in  the  morning, 
after  attempting  to  efcape  and  firing  a  broad- 
fide,  accompanied  with  a  difcharge  of  mulke- 
try  into  the  America  man  of  war,  ftruck  her 

e  Defence  of  admiral  Keppel  in  his  Trial.  PubliftieJ  by  Blanchard* 
pp.  122,  3,4. 

'  Idera,    jp.   114. 
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CHAP,   colours,  and  Mas  captured.     M.  de  la  Cloche- 
t^^^O  tene,  commander  of  la  Belle  Poule,  refilled  to 
ill%'     attend  and  fpeak  to  the  Britim  admiral,   and 
after  an  obftinate  engagement,  having  difmai  cd 
the  Arethufa,  efcaped  by  fleering  into  a  bay 
among  the  rocks,  and  was  towed  out  of  dan- 
ger by  boats  from  the  more.     Keppei,  apprized 
from  the  papers  of  the  Licorne,  and  other  intel- 
ligence, that  anchorage  was  ordered  in   Brett 
harbour  for  thirty-two  fail  of  the  line,  and  three 
Rth'-ns  to  times  tne  number  of  frigates,  retired  into  Portf- 
po»t.  mouth.     There  was,  however,  reafonto  believe 

that  the  papers  and  intelligence  were  fabricated 
on  purpofe  to  deceive,  nor  did  the  admiral 
efeape  cenfure  for  difgracing  the  grand  fleet  by 
a  retreat,  without  calling  a  council  of  war. 
Senfation  The  flight  of  a  Britim  Admiral  from  tin 
of  the  pub-  coaft  of  France,  in  dread  a  of  fuperiorfquadron, 
excited  general  indignation.  Some  inveighed 
againft  the  miniftry  for  extreme  negligence1; 
others  reproached  the  admiral  \  and  the  public 
prints  even  threatened  him  with  the  fate   of 

Bynz !- . 

9th  July.        At  this  alarming  crifis  the  exertions  of  the 
.Keppei      admiralty    were   equal    to  the   magnitude   of 

cuts  to  icn 

again.  impending  danger.  Lord  Sandwich  himfelf 
haltened  to  Portfmouth,  reinforced  the  grand 
fleet  with  four  ihips  of  the  line ;  Keppei  put 
to  fea,  and  was  fpeedily  joined  by  fix  others. 
The  greater  part  of  this  force  was  in  good  con- 
dition and  well  appointed,  and  though  deficient 
in  the  ordinary  proportion  of  frigates,  the 
admiral  did  not  hefitate  to  fail  in  purfuit  of 

»tb,  the  enemy,  who  had  already  left  Breft  \ 

S  See  Remembrancer,  vol.  vi.  p.  233. 

*  Gibbon's  Fofthumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  534.. 

*  Trial  of  Admiral  Keppei,  p.  125. 
k  Idem. 

Hi 
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He  foon  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet,  con-  chap. 
iiftino-  of  thirty-two  fail  of  the  line,  with  an  xxxv; 
ample  complement  of  frigates,  under  the  com-  1778. 
mand  of  count  d'Orvilliers.  Four  days  were  V„J?*7t* 
fpent  in  manoeuvring,  to  counteract;  the  difpo-  mentoff 
iition  iliewn  by  the  enemy  to  evade  fighting,  Ufhant» 
but  al  length  a  dark  fquall  placed  the  fleets  in 
a  fituation  which  rendered  the  conflict  inevita- 
ble. The  three  divifions  of  the  Britifh  fleet  were 
commanded  by  Jveppel;  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
and  Sir  Huarh  Pallifer :  the  French  by  d'Orvil- 
hers,  and  the  dues  de  Chaffault  and  Char- 
tres.  The  engagement  took  place  off  Uihant. 
After  feveral  evolutions,  ihewing  a  determina- 
tion in  the  French  commander  to  fhorten  the 
engagement,  he  began  the  cannonade  while 
the  Englhh  fleet  was  at  too  great  a  difhmce  to 
receive  material  injury,  and  from  the  pofition 
taken  by  the  French  it  was  neceiiary  for  the 
Brithh  mips  in  paffing  them  to  form  the  line, 
to  receive  the  fire  of  their  whole  force.  The 
referved  fire  of  the  Britifh  fleet  did  dreadful 
execution ;  but  the  French  having  in  their 
ufual  manner  directed  their  battery  againft 
the  rigging,  the  divifions  moft  expofed  were 
terribly  torn  and  difabled.  The  fleets  lay  on 
different  tacks,  failing  in  oppofite  directions; 
the  engagement  lafted  near  three  hours,  at  the 
end  of  which  they  had  pealed  each  other,  and 
the  firing  ceafed.  Keppel  ufed  his  utmolt 
endeavours  to  renew  the  combat:  with  fome 
difficulty  he  tacked  his  own  ihip,  but  found 
that  others  in  his  diviiion  could  not  perform 
the  fame  manoeuvre  ;  Sir  Robert  Harland,  whofe 
diviiion  had  fuffered  lefs,  obeyed  without  dif- 
ficulty the  fignals  to  bear  down  into  his  wake; 
tout   Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  whole  fhip  had   been 

i  3  very 
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very  much  damaged,  did  not  join  the  com* 
mander  in  chief.  Captain  Windfor  in  the  Fox, 
was  difpatched  to  direct  the  junction  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer;  but  he,  engaged  in  repairing 
his  damages,  could  not  obey  the  order,  till 
night  put  a  period  to  further  attempts.  Dur- 
ing the  darknefs,  the  French,  placing  three 
frigates  with  lights  to  deceive  the  Engiiili  ad- 
miral, made  fail  for  their  own  coafits,  and  Mere 
by  the  next  morning  almoii  out  of  fight.  Kep- 
pel finding  purfuit  vain,  returned  to  Plymouth 
to  refit,  while  d'Orviiliers  unmolefted  gained 
the  harbour  of  Breft.  The  Engliih  had  a 
hundred  and  thirty-three  flain,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three  wounded;  the  lofs  of 
the  French  was  eftimated  at  two  thoufand, 
including  killed  and  wounded. 

The  neceffary  repairs,  being  completed,  both 
fleets  again  put  to  fea.  The  French  purfuing 
their  former  policy  of  mewing  an  oftentalious 
parade  but  avoiding  a  conflict,  kept  aloof, 
abandoning  their  trade  to  the  depredations  of 
Britiih  cruizers,  while  the  Engliih  fleets  from 
both  the  Indies  returned  unmolefted. 

In  defcribing  the  engagement,  the  French, 
in  a  ftyle  of  gafconade  approaching  to  bur- 
lefque,  claimed  the  victory,  and  exprelTed  their 
utter  aftoniihment  at  finding  themfelves  in  the 
port  of  Breft,  when  they  thought  they  had 
been  many  leagues  at  fea  purfuing  the  Engliih. 
Admiral  Keppel,  in  his  difpatch,  extolled  the 
conduct  of  his  officers,  particularly  Sir  Robert 
Harland  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer ;  in  excufe  for 
not  renewing  the  attack,  he  urged  the  dilabled 
ftate  of  fome  of  his  fleet,  many  mips  being  un- 
able to  follow  when  he  wore  to  ftand  after  the 
enemy  :  he  therefore,  to  ufc  his  own  expreflion, 

tuffered 
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moleftation,  "  thinking  they  meant  handibmely    C-^*J 
to   try  their  force  with  him  the  next  morn-      177s* 


mg." 


Such  an  apology,  for  the  want  of  complete  Public dif- 
fuccefs  in  an  engagement  which  fixed  the  at- 
tention of  all  Europe,  could  not  be  latisfaclory 
to  the  public,  and  the  zeal  of  party  difplayed 
itfelf  in  oppofite  ftatements,  reflecting  on  the 
characters  or  the  two  admirals  with  all  the  fcur- 
rility  ufual  on   inch    occafions.     Keppel   and* 
Palliier  were  of  nearly  equal  age  in  the  fervice, 
both  pupils  and  favourites  of  Sir  Charles  Saun- 
ders,- and  both   indebted   to  his    teftamentary 
munificence.    Through  the  intervention  of  Sir/" 
Hugh,  the   negotiation  between  the  miniftry 
and  the  admiral  had  been  conducted;  no  cir- 
cumftance  before  or  fpeedily  after  the  action 
indicated  latent  animoiity,  they  returned  to 
their  ilations  with  apparent  cordiality,  but  the 
difference  of  their  political  connections,  and 
fonie  transactions  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  gave 
probability  to   a   conjecture  that  the  general 
good  of  the  fervice  was  facrificed ;  an  extrava- 
gant and  illiberal  party  feud  was    engendered, 
which  difgraced  the  naval  fervice,  and  effected 
the  ruin  of  a  man  as  high  in   character,  and 
able   in    his  profei'iion,  as  any  officer   in   the 
navy. 

Although    Keppel    received   the   public  Publication 
approbation   of   the  admiralty,  and    was  gra-  lj![(18j!pai, 
cioufly   diftinguifhed    at  court,    yet   the   ge-  ijf«-. 
neral   agitation    did    not    fubhde.     In   confe- 
qucnce  of  a  fcurrilous   attack  in   a  morning 
paper,  Palliier  publiihcfl   a  vindication,  which 
Keppel,    though    required    by   letter,    peremp- 
torily refuted   to    authenticate;  and  was  even 
fufpected  of    dictating,    or   at  leaft    reviling, 

k  -i  a  reply. 
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chap,  a  reply1.  Pallifer  charged  bis  fuperior  officer 
^2^1/  vv^^  want  ®fi  conflftency,  conceiving  that, 
i77%>  after  highly  approving  his  conduct  in  a  public 
difpatch,  he  could  not,  in  juftice,  refufe  to 
fcreen  his  character  from  wanton  and  malig- 
nant attacks.  Keppel,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
sidered his  official  approbation  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  calculated  to  prevent  the  bad  effects 
of  difunion  in  the  fervice,-and  fubje6t  to  ex- 
planation from  the  officer  by  whom  it  was 
conveyed  ;  he  confidcred  alio  that  it  related 
merely  to  the  time  of  actual  engagement,  and 
did  not  account  for  the  acts  of  himfelf  or  any 
other  commander,  which  fruftrated  the  well- 
founded  national  hope  of  a  renewed  conflict. 
When  the  exertions  of  party,  and  public  difpo- 
fition  to  inquiry  on  fo  momentous  a  bufmefs, 
rendered  immediate  refponfibility  inevitable, 
Keppel  refufed  to  exculpate  the  vice-admiral, 
rather  chufing  to  criminate  him  than  ftand 
in  the  fituation  of  a  delinquent  himfelf. 
4<;tfiNov._  Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  difpute  on  the 
Meeting  o;  nieetiru;  of  parliament.  The  king,  inhisfpeech, 

Sarliament.       ,  9,   ,'/,  ,  •        R  <-      ^  • 

Ling's       adverted  to  the  critical  conjuncture  of  arrairs  ; 

fptech.  mentioned,  with  dignified  and  becoming  indig- 
nation, the  proceedings  of  France,  his  own 
defire  of  peace,  and  reluctant,  though  vigo- 
rous exertions  for  making  reprifals  and  pro- 
tecting commerce.  He  directed  the  attention 
of  parliament  to  the  armaments  of  other  pow- 
ers, and  deplored  the  continuance  of  the  trou- 
bles in  America,  which  the  wifdom  and  tem- 
perance difplayed  in  the  late  conciliatory  mea- 
fures,  had  not  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion. 


1  Se<?  thefe  letters  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  86;  trial  »f 
a-lmiral  Keppel,  BlnnrLaiu's  Edition,  p.  6,  of  the  Appendix;  and 
for  the  fafcs,  fee  the  trials  oi  both  admirals. 
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In  debating  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,    chap. 
Fox  introduced  the  great  naval    difpute,  by    551/ 
listing  the  king's  fpeech   to  be  unfounded  in  T.17.78- 
fu<X   and  its  aifertions  falfe,    and  by  alluding  naJaitSif, 
with  feverity  to  the  difgraceful  and  dangerous  anions 
fituation  of  "the  grand  fleet,   when  the  admiral  debated- 
firii  to<*k  the  command,   of  a  force  inferior  by 
ten  (hips  of  the  line  to  that  of  the  enemy. 

The  Tea-fight  off  Uihant  came  more  imme-  2d  Dec. 
diauly  under  inveftigation  on  preferring  the  J^"^* 
navy  eftimates,  when  Temple  Luttrel  obferved,  Temple 
that  the   tranfaetions  -of  that  day  loudly  cle-  Luttrel. 
manded  inquiry:   Keppel  could  not  again  ferve 
with  Pallifer,  the  nation  eagerly  expected  in- 
veftigation ;    the   two   admirals  were    in    the 
houfe,  and  oughtto  give  information,  as  well  for 
their  own  honour,  as  for  the   fake  of  public 
tranquillity. 

Admiral  Keppel  declared  the  glory  of  of  admiral 
the  Britiih  flag  had  not  been  tarnimed  in  his  KePPeJ- 
hands :  he  impeached  no  man ;  and  was  per- 
fuaded  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  manifested 
no  want  of  the  requihte  moft  effential  to  a 
Britim  feaman — courage.  He  then  read  a  pa- 
per, de&ribing  the  manner  of  his  appointment, 
and  the  nature  of  his  fituation,  hoped  he  mould 
not  be  compelled  to  anfwer  particular  queftions 
relative  to  the  action,  or  refpecting  individuals, 
but  was  ready,  if  duly  required,  to  explain  his 
own  conduct  either  in  that  houfe  or  elfewhere. 
Nothing  was  left  untried  to  bring  the  French 
to  a  decifive  action  ;  but  unlels  both  fquadrons 
were  equally  defirous,  it  was  impofhble.  He 
acknowledged  hisfurprife,  when  an  officer  under 
his  command  appealed  to  the  public  by  a  letter 
in  a  news-paper,  figned  with  his  name,  when  no 
accufaiion  was  made,  and  endeavoured  by  fuch 

means 
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chap,   means  to  render  his  fuperior  odious  and   def- 
22^Ij    picable.    He  refolved  never  again  to  fet  his  foot 
3778.      on  board  a  fhip  with  that  officer,  becaufe  his 
conduct    was   fatal  to  all  obedience  and   all 
command. 
Of Pallifer.      Sir  Hugh  Pal liser  faid,  he  was  no  lefs  in- 
different than  his  fuperior  officer  to  inquiry  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  his  intereft  to  defire  it. 
He  cenfured  the  admiral's  referve,  and  wiflied 
him  to  deliver  his  opinions  without    difg-uife^ 
that   a   full   anfwer  might   be  given.     If  the 
news-paper    publication    was    imprudent     or 
wrong,  Sir  Hugh  alone  muft  bear  the    confe- 
quences  ;   but  he  complained  that  while  juftice 
was  rendered  to  his  courage,  he  was  calumni- 
ated for  being  deficient  in  other  refpeefs  as  an 
officer.     An    unauthenticated    infmuation   of 
neglect  of  duty  was  more  injurious,  becaufe  more 
difficult   entirely  to   remove,  than  any  direct 
crimination  ;  and  he   had  ineffectually  fought 
an  explanation  from  the  commander  in  chief. 
He  had  reluctantly  appealed  to  the  public,  and 
ftated   facts   by  which  he  would  ftancl  or  fall. 
Sir  Hugh  denied   that  he  had  refuted  to  obey 
fignals,  and  treated  all   low  infmuation sy   and 
feeming  tendernefs,  with  contempt ;  confeious 
of  his  innocence,  he  feared  neither  reports  nor 
aifertions,  neither  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  nor 
a  public  trial. 
Keppei's         Admiral  Keppel  thought  the  appeal  to 
reply. '       the  public  fully  juftified  his  refolution  not  again 
to  fail  with  the  vice-admiral,  and  allertcd  that 
thehgnai  for  coming  into  the  Victory's  wake, 
was  flying  from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
till  eight  in  the  evening  unobeyed  ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  did  not  charge  the  vice-admiral  with 

actual  difobedience. 

Sir. 
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Sir.  Hugh  Palliser  immediately  prefent-  c  hap*- 
ed  charges  at  the  admiralty  againft  Keppel,    txxx^j 
upon  which  a  court-martial  was  ordered.     The      17-3. 
compliance  with    this    requifition   occafioned  Court- 

,.r  ,  ,.  l  ,        ~  martial 

parliamentary  ammadvernon,  and  aitrong  me-  ordered  on 
inorial  to  the  kiiip-    fubfcribed   by  twelve  ad-  Kfppel- 

•     1     m  &  9th  Dec. 

mirals. 

Temple  Luttrel  moved  an  addrefs  for  30th. 
the  trial  of  Pallifer,  which  only  renewed  the  Luttrei's 
altercation  between  the  two  officers.  Pallifer  raotlon* 
accufed  his  opponent  of  acting  in  an  unbecom- 
ing manner,  attributed  the  accufation  he  had 
preferred  to  the  neceffity  of  vindicating  his  • 
flandered  character,  and  deplored  the  breach  of 
their  long  intimacy.  Keppel  retorted  with 
afperity,  charging  the  vice-admiral  with  mu- 
tiny, and  thanking  God,  that  in,  the  approach- 
ing court-martial  he  was  not  the  accuier,  but 
the,  accufed.  The  tide  of  popularity  ran  vio- 
lently in  favour  of  the  admiral;  every  fentence 
of  his  fpeech  was  received  with  applaufe,  while 
Pallifer  was  cenfured  forconfpiring  with  other 
members  of  adminiftration  ,1,0  ruin  his  fuperior 
officer.  In  thefe  proceedings  the  oppofition 
difplayedall  the  violence  and  rancour  of  party; 
no  art  was  left  uneilayed  to  influence  the  pub- 
lic opinion  in  favour  of  Keppel,  who  was  treat- 
ed with  a  proftrate  homage,  rarely  ihewn  to 
thofe  who  achieve  important  conquefts,  and 
was  confidcred  as  a  facririce  to  the  ineptitude 
of  adminiftration.  On  account  of  his  health, 
an  act  was  paffed  for  enabling  the  court-mar- 
tial to  fit  on  ihore,  and  the  warrant  for  his  trial 

m  See  the  memorial  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  288.  The 
fubfcribers  were  lord  Hawke,  admiral  Moore,  the  duke  of  Bolton  $ 
admirals  Graves,  Pigot,  and  Harland;  the  earl  of  Briftol  j  admirals 
Young,  Burton,  and  Geary  j  lord  Shuldham,  and  admiral  Gay- 
ion, 

was 
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CHAP,   was  comprized  in  words  of  tenderuefs  and  rc- 
xxxv.    fpca>n 

i779.  Five  charges  were  preferred  againft  him,  fum- 

7^J^'- t0  med  up  in  a  general  proportion,  that  he  loft  by 
KeppclV  nrifconducl;  and  neglect  a  glorious  opportunity 
trial :  of  rendering  a  moil  eiYential  fervice  to  the  ftate, 

and  had   tarniihed  the  honour   of  the  Britifli 
navy.   After  fitting  affiduoufly  thirty-two  days, 
And  the  court-martial,  by  an  unanimous  verdicl,  ful 

acqui     .     jy   an(|  i10n0Ura},iy  acquitted  the  admiral,  af 

firming,  that  far  from  having  fuiliedthe  honour 
of  the  navy,  he  had  acted  as  became  a  judi- 
Hejoicings   cioiis,  brave,  and  experienced  officer.     On  this 
rams  ofthe  acquittal  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter 
rnob.  were  illuminated  two  fucceffive  nights,  in  con- 

"j^p^  formity  to  the  injunctions  of  a  mob,  whofhewed 
their  refentment  againft  thofe  whom  they  con- 
fidered  as  perfecutors  of  Keppel,  by  acls  of  out- 
rage. The  houfe  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was 
broke  open,  and  the  furniture  deftroyed,  and  he 
bimfelf  was  burnt  in  effigy.  The  dwellings  of 
lord  George  Germaine  and  lord  North  were 
fubjected  to  the  infults  of  the  populace;  the 
gates  of  the  admiralty  were  thrown  down,  and 
the  windows  demolished ;  and  the  houfes  of  cap- 
tain Hood  and  lord  Mul grave,  Avhofe  evidence 
gave  umbrage  to  the  friends  of  Keppel,  were 
expofed  to  fun ilar  ravages.  The  city  not  only 
illuminated  the  manfion-houfe  and  the  monu- 
ment, but  voted  thanks  to  the  admiral,  and 
prefented  him  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  in 
an  oak  box. 
**,ha"d  Both    houfes   of    parliament    alfo    voted 

keppel  thanks  to  the  acquitted  admiral,  for  the  con- 
thanked  by  <juct  which  had  occaiioned  his  trial:  'in  the 
koufcs.       houfe  of  commons  only  one  voice  was  raifed 

■  See  Parliamentary  Regiftgr,  toI.  xi.  p.  208. 
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in  diffent;*   in  the  lords  the  fufrrages  were  chap. 
unanimous. 


The  acquittal  of  Keppel  feemed   to  fix  a     1779, 
ftigma  on  the  chara&er  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer:  ™j^rhis 
he  therefore  demanded  a  court-martial,    and  feat)  an<| 
with  due  magnanimity  reiigned  his  feat  at  the  ™H™  >«f 
admiralty  board,  his  rank  of  colonel  of  ma-  jJJJJJJ 
jines,  and  government  of  Scarborough  Cattle,  I9tiiFeb. 
and  vacated  his  feat  in  parliament;  retaining 
only   his  appointment  of  vice-admiral.     This 
voluntary  facrifice  fruftrated  a  motion  which 
Fox  meditated  for  his  removal. 

Admiral  Keppel,  though  called  on  by  the  12th  April 
admiralty,  having  refufed  to  bring  any  accu-  J^asth 
fation  again!!  Pallifer, p  the  warrant  for  his  trial  He  is  tried 
was  founded  on  a  general  allegation  of  matters  by  ».c°urt- 
difclofed  during  the  late  proceedings.     Keppel  m 
was,  however,  a  principal  witnefs ,  the  court- 
martial  fat  one-and-twenty  days,   when  they  Andac. 
declared  the  behaviour  of  Pallifer  in  many  re-  q,ultteil 

i  •  ll    i  11    though  not 

ipecrs  exemplary  and  meritorious ;  tiiey  could  without 
not  help  thinking  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  cenfurc. 
have  made  known  to  the  commander  in  chief 
the  difabled  ftate  of  his  own  ihip,  which  he 
might  have  done  by  the  Fox  at  the  time  me 
joined  him,  or  by  other  means;  notwithltand- 
ing  this  omilfion,  they  thought  him  not  in  any 
other  refpect  chargeable  with  mifconduct  or 
milbehaviour,  and  therefore  acquitted  him." 

Such  was  the  refult  of  this  ill-judged  con-  The  public 
teft:   thofe  who    in    their  predilection  for  ad-  «jd  iub- 
miral  Keppel  raihly  thought  that  his  popularity 
would  (land  on  a  bafis  as  permanent  as  the 
odium  againft  his  opponent  was  extenfive,  found 
thenitelves  grievoufly  deceived  ;  the  public  re- 

•  This  dlflfentient  was  Mr.  Sturt.     Stedman,  vol.  ii.  p.  i%. 

P  See  Letters  on  this  iubjeft.    Pariiamentaiy  Rejifter,   vol.  xi. 
p. 139. 
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23d  Feb. 


3d  March. 
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fleeting  on  all  circumftances,  inferred  from  the 
declaration  of  both  parties  that,  "  a  proud  day 
for  England  had  been  loft ;"  and  they  foon  be- 
gan to  difcoverthat,  granting  all  the  mifconducl 
imputed  to  Pallifer  to  have  been  true,  it  was 
not  fufficient  to  prevent  the  important  confe- 
quences  they  had  a  right  to  expect.  The  admiral 
foon  complained  of^the  manner  in  which  he 
was  directed  to  refume  the  command  of  the 
fleet,  was  difpleafed  with  his  reception  at  court 
and  various  other  circumftances,  and  refigned 
the  command.  Motwithftanding  the  merits  of 
his  character,  and  the  importance  of  his  pall: 
fervices,  the  public  voice  was  never  raifed  to 
require  his  reftoration.  Various  intemperate 
motions  in  both  houfes,  perfonally  refpeclingthe 
two  admirals,  were  attended  with  no  important 
refults ;  the  curiofity  of  the  people  foon  Ian- 
guimed,  and  the  fubjecl  fell  into  complete  dif- 
reeard. 

During  this  conteft  feveral  motions  were 
made  in  both  houfes,  tending  to  impeach  the 
conduct  of  the  admiralty,  and  particularly  of 
its  firft  lord.  Fox  conducted  thefe  attacks  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  For  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  a  decifion  on  the  Hate  of  the  arma- 
ment which  failed  under  admiral  Keppel,  he 
moved  for  copies   of  all   letters  received   by 


government 


containing  intelligence   relative 


to  the  force  under  d'Orvilliers ;  but  the  pro 
pofition  was  rejected  on  the  ufual  allegation, 
that  it  was  dangerous  to  difclofe  the  means  of 
information. q 

The  papers  found  on  board  the  Pallas  and 
Licorne  were,  however,  prefented  to  parlia- 
ment; and  on  them  Fox  founded  a  motion  that 


q  13+  to  97. 


the. 
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the  fending  admiral  Keppel,  in  June  laft,  to  a  chap. 
itation  oft*  the  coaft  of  France,  with  a  fquadron  iSL^ 
of  twenty  mips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,     J779- 
when  a  French  fleet  of  thirty -two  mips  of  the 
line,  with  a  great  number  of  frigates,  was  at 
Breft,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea,  was  a  meafure 
greatly  hazarding  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom, 
without  profpect  of  adequate  advantage.     He 
at  the  fame  time  announced   his   intention  of 
following  this  motion  with  another  for  remov- 
ing the   firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,    and  inti- 
mated that  the  facts  he  had  ftated  were  fuf- 
iicient  to  warrant   a  parliamentary  impeach- 
ment. 

According  to  the  captured  papers,  the 
French  government  had  ifiued  orders  to  provide 
anchorage  for  twenty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  and 
announced  that  live  more  would  be  fpeedily  in 
readinefs.  The  ftatements  in  admiral  Keppefs 
defence,  relative  to  the  mode  of  his  appointment 
to  the  command,  and  the  condition  in  which  he 
found  the  fleet,  were  alfo  read. 

Admiral  Keppel  was  required  to  give 
perfonal  teftimony  on  the  fubjeer,  which  he 
prefaced  by  a  few  obfervations  on  the  delicacy 
of  his  fttuation;  he  avowed  the  facfs  ftated  in 
his  defence,  reflecting  the  condition  of  the  fleet 
on  his  repairing  to  Portfmouth  in  March,  but 
acknowledged  the  fubfequent  exertions  of  the 
admiralty  board  to  be  highly  meritorious,  lie 
was  never  more  diftrefled  than  when,  in  confe- 
quenceofthe  information  acquired  from  the 
Pallas  and  Licorne,  he  was  compelled  for  the 
iirft  time  to  turn  his  back  on  the  enemy. 

Lord  North  and  lord  Mtilgrave  defended 
the  conduct  of  government.     The  written  doj  ■ 
euments,  thej  laid,  were  loofe,  indefinite,  with- 
out date,   and  did  not  prove  the  existence  of 

tin 
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chap,  the  mips  for  which  they  required  anchorage* 
xxxv.  but  rat]ier  the  contrary,  and  admiral  KeppefS 
^7^7'  evidence  was  of  no  weight,  being  founded  only 
on  the  information  derived  from  thefe  vague  and 
deceitful  papers.  The  tdtimony  reflecting  the 
ftateofthe  fleet  in  March  was  extraneous,  as 
the  motion  was  limited  to  June,  and  official 
documents  proved  that  in  July  forty-eight  or 
forty-nine  fail  of  the  line  were  ready  for  fervice. 
When  Keppel  failed  with  twenty  mips,  d'Or- 
villiers  did  not  venture  to  encounter  him,  hut 
remained  at  Breft  till  the  eighth  of  July,  and 
notwithstanding  the  admiral's  return,  his  fail- 
ing-produced the  advantage  of  facilitating  the 
arrival  of  the  homeward-bound  fleets.  The 
retreat  was  however  cenfurable,  being  founded 
on  falie  information,  and  adopted  without 
calling  a  council  of  officers. 

Keppel  made  feveral  explanatory  replies; 
he  urged  that  the  information  obtained  from 
the  French  frigates  was  proved  true,  by  the 
engagement  of  the  twenty-feventh  of  July; 
when  the  very  fhips,  manned  and  armed  as 
defcribed  in  thofe  papers,  were  oppofed  to  his 
fquadron.  Although  he  had  not  formally 
called  a  council,  yet  he  confulted  feveral  of- 
ficers individually,  who  concurred  in  return- 
ing to  port;  and  if  he  omitted  that  compliment 
to  lord  Mulgrave,  who  was  a  captain  in  the 
fleet,  it  was  only  becaufe  fuch  young  men,  in 
their  eagernefs  to  right,  overlooked  every  con- 
fideration  of  prudence.  The  motion  was  ne- 
gatived. r 
*th  Mar.  Asimilar  fate  attended  another  proportion 
offered  by  Fox,  affirming,  "  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  hoflilities  with  France,  the  ftate 

*•  304.  to  170* 

of 
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of  the  navy  was  unequal  to   what  the  houfe  chap. 
and  the  nation  were  led  to  expect,  as  well  from    3?2^* 
the  declarations  of  miniftcrs,  as  from  the  large      1779. 
grants  of  money,    and   increafe  of  debt,  and 
inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  fo  important 
a  crius."    In  fupport  of  this  motion  he  reviewed 
the  conduct  and  declarations  of  minifters,  in- 
ferring as  an  alternative,  that  they  were  either 
ignorant  or  treacherous.     "  If  ignorant,  who 
would  trufi*  his  deareft   and  neareit  concerns 
to  fuch  men  ?    If  treacherous,   where  was  the 
perfon  mad  enough  to   confide  in  them?   For- 
tune, and  not  the  judgment  of  mini  tiers,  had 
faved  the  country  from  deftruetion." 

Lord  Mulgrave  ihewed  the  fuperior 
management  of  the  navy  in  the  prefent,  to 
any  previous  period.  He  denied  that  fortune 
had  been  peculiarly  favourable  to  this  country; 
France  had  been  faved  from  deftruetion  by  a 
fucceffion  of  efcapes  as  extraordinary  as  un- 
expected. D'Orvilliers  had  efcaped  from  Kep- 
pel ;  D'Eftaing  from  lord  HoM'e  off  Rhode 
Iflandj  and  afterwards  from  Byron  to  the  Weft 
Indies.  From  the  nature  of  the  government, 
the  firft  efforts  of  France  were  always  more 
vigorous  than  ours,  which  the  frame  of  our 
conftitution  rendered  dilatory  and  languid. 
When  that  impediment  was  removed,  we  had 
always  proved  victorious.  Our  force  would 
daily  increafe,  while  theirs,  having  attained  the 
meridian,  would  decline. 

Admiral  Kkppel  was  a  diftinguifhed  op- 
ponent of  acjm inift ration ;  and  lord  Howe  fup- 
ported  the  fame  caufe,  by  affirming  he  was 
deceived  into  his  command,  and  deceived  while 
he  retained  it;  tired  and  difgui'ted,  he  obtained 
perm  ill  ion  to  refign,  and  would  have  returned, 
had  not  the  prefence  of  a  fuperior  enemy  in 
vol.    in.  l  the 
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chap,  the  American  leas  prevented  him,  till  the  period 
JH^iX'  OT  Byron's  arrival.  Recollect-in"-  what  he  felt 
^779-  and  fuffered,  he  would  never  return  to  a  litua- 
tion  which  might  terminate  in  equal  ill-treat- 
ment, mortification,  and  difguft.  Paft  expe- 
rience had  futficiently  convinced  him,  that 
befides  rifking  his  honour  and  profeflional  cha- 
racter, he  could,  under  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion,  render  no  eflential  fervices  to  his  country** 

asd  Mar,  RETURNING     tO    his     fubjeCT,    Fox     moved, 

that  the  omifiion  to  reinforce  lord  Howe 
before  June  latt ;  and  the  not  fending  a 
fleet  to  the  Mediterranean,  were  inttances  of 
mi  (conduct  and  neglect.  He  made  thefe 
motions  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  involving 
adminiilration  in  an  inextricable  dilemma  ; 
iiis  laft  propofition  ftood  on  the  fuppofition 
that  the  navy  was  inadequate ;  that  being 
negatived,  he  mould  purfue  the  line  implied 
in  the  negation,  though  he  knew  it  was 
untrue,  and  argue  as  if  the  navy  had  been 
adequate. 

The  difcuffion  was  rather  perfonal  than  of 
public  importance ;  lord  North  attacking  his 
opponent  with  fprightly  raillery,  on  his  avowed 
refolution  to  argue  on  a  principle  he  knew  to 
be  falfe.  The  firft  proposition  was  negatived  ;c 
the  other  withdrawn  without  divifion. 
i5th  Apr.  After  the  Eafter  recefa,  Fox  made  his  pro- 
mifed  motion,  for  diflmifting  lord  Sandwich 
from  his  majefty's  prefence  and  councils  for 
ever.  In  fupporting  it,  no  new  argument  or 
fact  was  adduced.  The  infufficiency  of  Kep- 
pel's  fquadron,  the  coolnefs  (hewn  to  that  of- 
iicer,  the  confpiracy  ofminifters  againft  his  life, 

s  The  divifion  on  n  motion  for  the  previous  qutftion  was  174  on 
the  affirmative,  to  246  on  the  negative. 
t  20j  to  135. 

and 
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and    their    duplicity  towards   him   on    every   chap. 
occafion,   were  unfparingly   advanced.      The    xxxv. 
proceedings  of  the  fleets  in  all  parts  of  the      1779. 
globe  were  reviewed,   their    fuccefTes   under- 
valued,  and  their  failures  or  difappointments 
exaggerated. 

-Lord  Mulgrave  profefTed  aftoniihment, 
that  after  lb  many  detections,  Air.  Fox  mould 
perfevere  in  his  endeavours  to  perfuade  the 
houfe,  that  certain  aiVertions,  of  which  he  ad- 
vanced not.  a  tingle  proof,  were  facts,  when  moil 
of  them  had  been  proved  unfounded.  Lord 
Sandwich,  inftead  of  eenfure,  merited  great 
praife  for  his  official  conduct.  When  he  was 
raifed  to  the  chief  poft  at  the  admiralty,  there 
was  not  a  year's  timber  in  any  of  the  yards, 
no  ftores  in  the  arfenals,  and  the  whole  navy 
in  a  peri  filing  ftate.  By  his  activity  and  faga- 
city  he  had  broken  a  mercantile  combination  ; 
each  yard  now  contained  timber  fufiicient  for 
three  years  confumption ;  the  arfenals  were 
full  of  ftores  ;  the  navy  had  a  greater  number 
of  large  lhips  than  at  any  previous  period  ; 
and  was  not  only  in  a  refpectable,  but  in  a 
flourishing  ftate.  This  testimony  was  fully 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Boyle  Walfingham,  and  the 
motion  was  rejected." 

A  similar  effort  for  the  removal  of  lord  *j<* Apni. 
Sandwich,  was  made  by  the  earl  of  Briftol,  who  h!s0!e0n"o.0r 
in  a  fpeech  of  considerable  length  and  ability,  vaibvthe 
attempted  to  fliew  that  the  naval  fervice  was  g"^ 
neglected  in  all  its  departments  ;  the  national 
treafure  Shamefully  fquandered.  and   no  ade- 
quate provision  made  for  defence  ;    the  navy 
had  rapidly  decayed  Since  the  refisjnation  of 
lord  Hawke,  while  the  expence  had  increafed 
beyond  all  precedent. 

■  nitoiiJ. 
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Lord  Sandwich  obfcrved  that  he  was  not 
folely,  but  jointly  refponfible  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  naval  force ;    which  was  deter- 
mined in  the  Cabinet,  and  finally  fanclioned  by 
the  king*.  He  was  anfwerableonly  for  the  nfeor 
abufe  ofthemeans  placed  peculiarly  in  his  hands. 
He  juftificd  the  increafe  of  expence,  by  ftatiflg 
the  increafed  magnitude  of  the  mips  in  the  royal 
navy,  and  accounted  for  temporary  wants,  by 
referring  to   the    fires    in   the   dock-vards  at 
Portfmouth  and   Chatham.     The  ft  ores   were 
nearly  fix  times  as  great  a»  during  the  pre- 
fidency  of  his   predeeeffor ;  the  lhips  at  that 
period  being  built  with   green  timber,    were 
moftly  rotten,   and  unfit  for  ferviee,   whereas 
they  were  now  conflrucled  of  the  heft  materials, 
and  highly  equipped.     The  motion  being  ne- 
gatived ;x  amort  proteft  was  figned  by  twenty- 
five   peers,   and   one   of   confiderable   length, 
containing  a  recapitulation  of  his  reaibns,  by 
the  earl  of  Briflol. 

Other  topics,  collaterally  relating  to  the 
navy,  were  difculfed  in  both  houfes,  with  no 
lefs  warmth  and  eagernefs.  Temple  Luttrel 
moved,  unfuccefsfully,  for  a  committee  on  the 
rapid  decay  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  and  to  confider 
the  means  of  feafoning  and  preparing  the 
timber  in  the  dock-yards.  In  the  houfe  of 
lords,  the  duke  of  Richmond  made  feveral 
motions,  and  examined  many  witneffes,  tend- 
ing to  prove  the  mifmanagement  of  Greenwich 
Ilofpital,  and  reflecting  on  the  perfonal  charac- 
ter of  lord  Sandwich. 

These  repeated  attacks  were  part  of  a  grand 
fvftem,  for  clogging  the  ahecls  of  government, 
announced  by  the  leaders  of  opposition  at  the 
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beginning  of  the  fefTion ;    the  project  was  not  chap. 
confined  in  its  effect  to  the  legiftative  body ;  v^^, 
feveral  officers  of  high  rank  refufed  to  ferve      1779- 
under  the  prefent  adminiftration,  and  it  was 
reported,  that  twenty  naval  captains  meditated 
the    dangerous    refolution   of   refigning   in   a 
body  :  fuch  difpofitions  could  not  be  coniined 
to  the  fuperior  clafs  ;    infubordination  became  infubordi- 
truly   alarming:,  and    before   the  end  of   the  n,ation  In 

r  ,^J        ,.  & '        .,  ill    the  navy. 

feihon,  lymptoms  ot  mutiny  appeared  on  board 
the  grand  fleet  at  Torbay,  and  were  with  dif- 
ficulty fuppreffed. 

While  fuch  violent  debates,  attended  with  Debates  on 
fuch  alarming  effects,  were  maintained  refpeet-  fe(toot  the 
i  ng  the  navy,  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  America,  American 
and  other  fubjecls  connected  with  the  army ,  were  ™™™.~ 
agitated  with  no  lefs  heat.     The  manifefto  of    thand„th 
the  commii'lioners  on  quitting  that  continent,  Dec.  1778. 
gave  rife  to  motions  by  Mr.  Coke,  and  the  mar- 
quis of  Rockingham,  for  addreffing  the  king- 
to  exprefs   difapprobation  of  the  threatening- 
paragraphs.      The   fpeeches   of  oppohtion   in 
both  houfes  were  rather  declamatory  than  ar- 
gumentative,  and  the  debates  extremely  deful- 
tory.     The  miniltry,  exprefiing  furprife  at  the 
perverfeneis  of  their  opponents,  denied  that  the 
proclamation   contained  menaces  which  were 
not  founded  on  the  ancient  ufages  of  war,  and 
juftified  by  views  of  felf-prefervation.      The 
motions    were  rejected  by   large   majorities ;  r 
thirty-one  peers  protefted. 

General  JJurgoyne  by  his  previous  con-  Pmihmen- 
ducl,  as  well  as  by  his  mode  of  oppofition  in  JJJ^f" 
parliament,  fully  juftified  the  opinion  of  Warn-  general 
ington,  who  in  a  letter  to  congrefs  on  the  pro-  Burgoyne. 
priety  of  terminating  his   abl'ence  on  parole, 

y  In  the  houf-  of  common*,  209  to   122.     In  the  houfe  of  lords 
7It037- 

i.  3  contidered 
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chap,  confidcred  him  in  his  prefent  frame  of  mind, 
nothoftile  to,  but  rather  as  an  ally  of  America.' 


*77*.      In  oppofing  the  addrefs,   Burgoyne  deplored 
JV'    the  condition  of  the  country,  which  exhibit- 
ed  every  fymptom  of  immediate  ditToiution. 
Her  ftruggles,  if  fuch  in  their  weaknefs  they 
fhonld   be  called,   appeared  the  laft  ftruggles 
for  exiftence.      He  feverely  cenfured  the  con- 
duct pf  adminiftration,   and  trufted  the  time 
was  not  remote,  when  the  voice  of  the  country, 
and  the  light  of  truth,  would  pierce  the  gloomy 
atmofphere  that  enwrapt  the  throne,  and  mew 
for5')"01'0"  things  as  they  were.     In  a  few  days  afterwards 
he  moved  that  all  the  letters  written  by  him- 
felf  and    other   commanders   to   government, 
ilnce  the  convention  of  Saratoga,   mould   be 
Granted.     iaic{  before  the  houfe,  which  was  granted  with- 
out oppofition. 
4-thDec.  $ni   William   Howe   adopted  a  line   of 

motions  by  conduct  fomewhat  fimilar,  but  more  moderate. 
SirWii-     He  complained  of  the  difregard  of  his  recom- 
hamHowe.  men(Jations,  the  reftramts  impofed  on   his  ex- 
ertions in  America,  and  the  neglect  of  fupply- 
ing   him    with    inftruciions.       He   exculpated 
from  thefe  cenfures  lord   North,  but  laid  ac- 
cumulated blame  on  lord  George  Germajne, 
under  whofe  conduct  he  was  fure  the  war  would 
T7  Feb.      never  be  advantageoufly  conducted.     He  alfo 
Grimed      obtained,   by  a  motion,    copies  of  all  letters 
between  him   and   the  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
America,  during  the  period  of  his  command. 
zQtbApr.        The  houfe  being  formed  into  a  committee 
Committee  on  t}ie  American  war,  Sir  William  Howe  entered 
into  a  long  defence,  tracing  every   important 
irep    he  had  taken,  and  endeavouring  to  mew 
that  he  had  never  been  remits  in  his  endeavours, 

z  See  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  383. 
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rarely  wrong  in  his  judgment ;  and  if,  on  fome  chap. 
occafions,  he  had  failed  to  realife  the  fanguine    xxxv. 
hopes  of  the  country,  he  had  executed  as  much       I779. 
as  could  he  reafonably  expected,  and  had  heen 
reftrained  by  political  reafons,  which  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  difclofe,  from  profecuting 
fome  of  his  victories  to  the  greateft  advantage. 
In  conclufion,  he  propofed  to  examine  witneffes 
in  fupport  of  his  obfervations. 

Although  the  miniftry  had  not  objected 
to  the  delicacy  of  ientiment,  which  induced 
the  general  to  prefson  the  houfe  a  vindication 
of  his  conduct,  they  could  not  regard  with 
indifference  an  attempt  to  eftablim  by  evi- 
dence, fads  gratuitoufly  ftated;  facts,  which  if 
deiigned  to  exculpate  the  general,  were  only 
heard  through  complaifance,  as  no  criminatory 
motion  or  proceeding  exifted  ;  or  if  intended 
to  fubjecl;  the  miniftry  to  cenfure,  ought  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  fpecific  charge.  The  mo- 
tion for  receiving  evidence,  after  manv  efforts 
at  amendment,  was  negatived;  but  as  the  3dMay. 
committee  was  not  formally  dhTolved,  and 
great  obloquy  was  thrown  on  adminiftralion 
for  appearing  to  evade  inquiry,  it  was  after- 
wards fuffered  to  pal's. 

The  examinations  were  deiigned  not  merely  Evidence 
to  eludicatethe  conduct  of  general  Howe,  but  examined- 
to  eflablifh  enlarged  principles  relative  to  the 
future  events  of  the  war.  They  tended  to 
prove  that  the  force  employed  in  America,  was 
at  no  time  adequate  to  the  fubjugation  of  the 
country;  nor,  indeed,  could  any  other  force 
prove  fuccefsful,  while  the  inhabitants  were 
averfe  to  the  Britiih  government.  From  this 
circumftance,  and  the  nature  of  the  country, 
covered  with  wood,  and  interfered  with  ravines, 
the  troops  could  not  act  at  any  coniiderablc 

l  4  diftance 
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chap,  diftance  from  the  fleet,   and  their  operations 

x^v-    were  accordingly  flow,  and  fubjeci  to  interrup- 

1779.      tion.     General  Howe's  conduct  was  ftrenuoufly 

defended ;  and  feveral  officers,  particularly  lord 

Cornwallis   and   general   Grey,    fpoke   in   the 

higheft  terras  of  the   perfonal  affection  with 

which  he  was  regarded  bv  the  whole  army. 

13th  May.       From  the  unexpected  latitude  which  thefe 

Counter-     examinations  had  aflumed,  the  min  if  try  found 

evidence  *> 

ordaed.      themfeh  rcs  under  the  neceffity  of  appealing  to 
counter-evidence  to  diiprove  fome  of  the  ftate- 
raents.     Accordingly,  Mr.  de  Grey  moved  for 
a  fummons  directing  the  attendance  of  ten  wit- 
neffes,  which  occaiioned  violent  exclamations 
on  the  part  of  oppofition.     Burke  decried  the 
,        proceeding  as  irregular  and  unfair;  minifters, 
he  faid,  affected  to  applaud  the  military  conduct 
of  Sir  William  Howe,  and  now,  by  a  fide-wind, 
in  a  late  ftage  of  the  examination,  endeavoured 
to  invalidate  and  defeat  evidence  which  they 
could  not  pretend  to  difbelieve.     Againft  this 
mode  of  argument  the  former  declarations  of 
the  fame  party  were  fuccefsfully  urged  ;  they 
had  begged  only  for  inquiry ;    if  the  inquiry 
proved  merely  e& parte,  that  would  be  the  fault 
of  adminiftration ;  they  might  call  evidence  in 
their  own  defence,  if  they  deemed  itnecetiary; 
but  now,  thefe  improper  objections  were  railed. 
The  American  fecretary  declared  he  had  no 
difpohtion  to  accufe  general  Howe ;   he  prin- 
cipally defired  evidence  to  difprove  the  ftate- 
ment,  that   America  was  almoit  unanimous  in 
refifting  the   claims  of  Great  Britain.      Fox, 
triumphing  in    the  apparent  ftrength   of  the 
tedimony   already   given,   contemptuouily  re- 
commended that  no  oppofition  mould  be  made 
tp  the  production  of  further  information,  from 
tvtvy  quarter,  and  through  ever  channel ;  but 
3  Burke 
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Burke  would  not  acquiefce,  and  when  the  names   chap. 

»  •  YYYV 

of  the  parties  intended  for  examination  were    yJ^^J 
read,  reviled  them  as  refugees,  and  cuftom-houfe      1779- 
officers.     The  motion  was,  however,  agreed  to 
without  a  diviiion. 

During  this  interval,  general  Burgoyne  pro-  18th  May 
ceeded   in  the  examination  of  his  witnefles  ;  g^11"^ 
they  uniformly   proved,   that  in  his   unfortu-  goyne's 
nate  expedition,   he   had   acled  with  uniform  ^'ade"ced 
bravery  and  (kill,  and  endeared  himfelf  to  his 
whole  army.     Thefe  facls  were  never  denied, 
and  therefore  no  endeavour  was  made  to  im- 
peach them. 

Th  e  counter-evidence  on  SirWilliam  Howe's  Jf'1  Julie* 
inquiry,    afierted    that    the    Americans    were  evidence" 
by  no  means   unanimous  in  their   oppofition  refpeaing 
to  the  Britiih  government,  and  nothing  but  i;"mHo^e, 
the  molt  eo-reo-ious  neo-lecf  in  the  commander 
in  chief,  could  have  enabled  congrefs  to  retain 
a  (ingle  adherent.     The  force  placed   at  his 
difpofal  was  fully  fufficient  to  effect  the  real 
purpofe  of  his  million,  which  was  not  the  con- 
quer! of  America,  but  the  grant  of  protection 
to  thofe  who  would  join  the  Britiih  force;  and 
under  fuch  circumltances,  the  ftrength  of  the 
country  was  not  lefs  favourable  to  the  Englim 
than  to  the  American  general.      Mr.  Jofeph 
Galloway, a  one  of  the  two  witnetTes  examined, 
was   extremely   fevere  in  his   cenfures  of  Sir 
William  Howe. 

The  general  expreffed  great  difapprobation  24th  June, 
at  the  erred  of  this  teftimony,    which  by  giv-  0bicai0118- 
ing  undue  weight   to  the  opinions    of  indi- 
viduals, was  calculated  to  injure  his  character 
with  the  public  ;  he  therefore  required  permif- 

»  Late  fpeakor  of  the  Pcnfylvanian  aflembly,  aod  author  of  feveral 
able  and  well-written  pamphlets  on  the  i'ubject  of  the  American 
war. 

fion 
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chap.  f10n  to  call  new  evidence.     This  proportion  was 
u-*^«J    ftrongly  refilled,  the  intent  of  the  examination 
17:9-     being  not  to  affect  the  general,  whom  no  man 
had  acciifcd,  but  to  clear  the  conduct  of  ad- 
miniftration,   which   he  had  loudly   cenfured. 
j9th.         At  his    requeft,   however,   Mr.  Galloway  was 
directed  to  attend  again  for  crofs-examination; 
but  on  the  day  appointed,  the  general  was  not 
in  the  houfe,  and  after  waiting  ibme  time,  Mr. 
Committee  R.  Whitworth  moved  to  adjourn.     Both  par- 
soth.Ve       *'cs  were  now  wearied  and  difgufted  ;  the  oppo- 
fition,  the  firft  movers  in   the  bnfmefs,  were 
convinced   it   could  not  tend  to  the  advan- 
tage they  expected,  and  adminiftration  having 
only  meant  to  exculpate  themfelves,  had  no 
longer  any  object  to  purfue  ;    the  motion  was 
therefore   carried   without  debate  ;    and  thus 
the  committee  expired,  without  forming  any 
refolution.     The  next  day  general  Howe  com- 
plained of  furprife,  he  attended  the  houfe,   he 
laid,  at  four  o'clock,  not  expecting  the  diflblu- 
tibn  of  the  committee  at  fo  earlv  an  hour:  he 
had  no  intention  of  putting  further  queftions 
to  Mr.  Galloway,  but  meant  to   have  preffed 
his  former  requeft  for  the  examination  of  new 
witneffes.     A  debate  of  fome  acrimony  enfued, 
in  confequence  of  a  peremptory  demand,  from 
both  Sir  William  and  lord  Howe,  of  an  exprefs 
ftatement,  whether  the  conduct  of  the  general 
furnimed  caufe  of  crimination  :    the  mini  iters 
refufed  a  reply,  but  did  not  difavowthe  fpeech 
of  earl  Nugent,  who  declared  that  no  charge 
was  ever  intended ;  the  general  and  his  bro- 
ther had  the  approbation  of  their  fovereign  ; 
no  confidence  was  withdrawn,  and,  if  offered} 
their  fervices  would  be  accepted. 
!6thDef.        An  object  of  confederation  no  lefs  important 
Affirs'of   anc'1  embarraffing,  p relented  itfelf  to  the  confi- 
irciand  deration 

diicufljfij. 
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deration  of  parliament,  when  earl  Nugent,  ear-    chap. 
ly  in  the  feilion,  drew  a  deplorable  picture  of    xxxv. 
the  calamites  and  diftreffes  of  the  lower  clafs      1779. 
of  people  in  Ireland,  and  lord  Newhayen  gave 
notice  of  his   intention   to  move  for    a  bill, 
allowing  a  general  exportation  from  that  coun- 
try of  all  merchandizes  except  woollens.     The 
prohibition   of  commerce   with   America,   he 
laid,  had  driven  the  manufacturers  and  labour- 
ers to  unexampled  diftrefs,  lowered  the  value 
of  lands,  prevented  the  payment  of  rents,  and 
endangered  the  exiftence  of  the  filter  kingdom. 

Pursuing  his  original  plan,   earl  Nugent  19th Jan. 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  the 
eftabliihment  of  a  cotton  manufactory  in  Ire- 
land,  with  leave  of  export  to  Great  Britain, 
and   of  an  open  trade    in   that   branch   with 
America,  the  Weft  India  iflands,   and  Africa. 
A  committee  was  afterwards  formed   on  the  iothMar. 
motion   of  lord   Newhaven,   for   taking    into 
consideration  the  acts  of  parliament  relating 
to  the  importation  of  fugars  to  Ireland  ;  but 
no  effectual  progrefs  was  m  Je.     The  intended   18th. 
relief  was  counteracted   by  the  oppofition  of  ^j-^1 
many   mercantile   and    manufacturing   towns,  grained. 
and  eventually  amounted  only  to  a  pecuniary 
grant,  in  confequence  of  a  royal  meffage,  and 
two  arts  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  tobacco 
and  hemp,  and  the  manufacture  of  linen. 

The  merchants  of  Dublin  exprefled  indigna-  ifith  Apr. 
tion  at    "  the   unjuft,   illiberal,    and   impolitic  Dlllatlsfac- 

r   .  ,-.,*..  .,  .      '  "on  or  the 

oppofition   ot    felf-mtereited   people   m   Great  Liih. 
Britain,  to  the  encouragement  of  their  com- 
merce.     Such  oppofition  originated  in  avarice 
and  ingratitude  ;  and  they    refolved,   neither 
directly  nor  indirectly,  to  import  or  ufe  any  Non-im- 
Britilh   goods,   which    could    be  produced   or  Lree- 
manufictured  in  Ireland,  till  an  enlightened  mem. 

and 
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chap,    and  jufl;  policy  mould  appear  to  actuate  thofe 
tw»\>0    WI>°  bad  taken  fo  active  a  part  in  oppoiing  the 
1779-      regulations  in  favour  of  the  trade  of  Ireland." 
This  example  was  followed  by  feveral  counties 
and  towns,  particularly  Cork,  Kilkenny,  Wick- 
low,  and  Rofcommon. 
▼afcmteer        A  more  effective  in eaf ure  than  the  vote  of 
an  aifemhlv  at  Dublin,  was  the  cftablilhment 
of  armed  corps  of  volunteers,  which  now  be- 
gan to  prevail  throughout  the   country.      A 
rumour  of  French  invation,  and  the  diminution 
of  the  national  force  by  drafts  for  American 
fervice,  furnilhed  a  motive  for  thefe  aifociations, 
which  were  countenanced  by  the  molt  eminent 
characters,    and   armed,    difciplincd,    and    ac- 
coutred at  their  own  expence.     Government 
knew  not  how  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  the  af- 
fociated  bodies,  but  furveved  them  with  alarm, 
as  a  new  power  introduced  into  a  community 
already  furficiently  difficult  to  govern, 
nth  May.       When  the  houfe  of  commons  had  ceafed  to 
The  mar.    c]ifcufs  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  the  marquis  of 

Ctiis  Or 

Rocking-  Rockingham  introduced  the  fubject  in  the 
hairTs  lords,  by  moving  an  addrefs  for  fuch  documents 
i>ea?nJe"  relative  to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  as  would  enable 
Ireland.  the  national  wifdom  to  purfue  effectual  mea- 
n-ires for  promoting  the  common  ftrength, 
wealth,  and  commerce  of  both  kingdoms.  He 
reviewed,  with  general  difapprobation,.  the  con- 
duct of  the  revenue,  trade,  and  government, 
both  civil  and  military,  fmce  1755;  and  in- 
veighed againft  the  miniftry  for  fuffering  the 
late  military  aifociations;  the  neceffity  for  them 
mould  have  been  prevented,  or  the  people 
mould  have  been  legally  commitfioned  and  en- 
abled to  take  arms.  Such  aifociations  'would 
probably  repel  invafion,  but  the  fame  fpirit 
nnVht  be  exerted  in  refitting  oppreffion  and  in- 

juitice. 
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juftice.     The  addrefs  was  agreed  to,   but  al-    chap. 
though  two  lliblequent  debates  arofe,  no  effec-    ;^v* 
tual  meal ure  was  adopted ;  the  miniftry,  however,      1 779. 
entered  into  an  implied  agreement  to  prepare,  27hMay 

i  .i  /'         \»  ,•    r>    ^  '  c       v    i.'  rind  ad 

during  the  receis,  a  iatisraCtory  plan  or  reliet.       june> 

A  bill  brought  into  thehoufe  of  commons  by  I0th?..T- 
Mi.  Frederick  Montague,  in  Confequehce  of -a  Refefrf- 
motion  by  Sir  Henry  Houghton,  for  further  re-  p^jj^ 
lief  of  Protectant  diilenting  minifters  andfchool-  diflentas; 
mailers,  paifed  after  feveral  debates,  in  which  zSlh  A?r* 
the  nature  of  religious  liberty,  and  principles 
of  toleration,  were  amply  difcuifed.  The  quef- 
tion  was  fairly  and  ably  argued,  and  extremes 
were  avoided  in  the  decifion,  though  advanced 
in  debate.  Wilkes  reprobated  every  fpecies  of 
religious  reftraint,  and  Dunning  argued  againi}. 
the  only  reftrielion  the  bill  yet  contained,  that 
of  requiring  perfons  who  preached  in  public,  or 
undertook  the  education  of  youth,  to  declare 
their  belief  in  the  doctrines  of  Chriftianity,  as 
eftablilhed  by  the  holy  fcriptures.  He  con- 
tended that  even  fuch  a  teit  might  be  produc- 
tive of  evil;  for  thoie  who  could  not  iign  it 
would  be  liable  to  the  penal  iiatutes  ftili  in, 
force;  and  if  one  fingle  profecution  arofe,  in- 
itead  of  being  a  bill  for  relief,  it  would  be  an 
act  of  oppreflion.  Sir  William. Bagot,  Sir  Ro- 
ger Xewdigatc,  and  a  few  others,  oppofed  the 
general  principle  of  the  bill  as  injurious  to  the 
eftablifhed  religion  ;  lord  North  commended 
its  tolerating  principle  as  perfectly  coniiitent 
with  the  fpiritof  the  times,  and  the  difpofition 
of  the  whole  bench  of  bifhops;  the  teit  pro- 
poicd  v,  as  fuch  as  no  C-hriftian  and  Proteitawt 
diflenter  could  refute  to  fign.  .\s  to  deiii- 
and  perfons  denying  the  Trinity,  or  pfrofelnrig 
other  lingular  religious  opinions,  not  being 
eithei  Chiiltiansof  Proteftants,  the  bill  had  no- 
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chap,  thing  to  do  with  them  ;    but  it  the  itate  could 
xxxv     noi  regulate,  it  bad  a  right  to  guard  againft 
1779.      authorizing   men   to  teach  fuch  notions.     No 
report  is  preferved  of  any  debate  in  the  houfe 
of  lords. 
1 6th  Tune.       At   a  late  period  of  the  feffion,  when    no 
Rupture   .  furtlier   bufinefs  was  expected,  lord  North  in- 
announwd!  formed   the  houfe    of   commons,    that   count 
d  'Almodovar,  the  vSpanifh  embaifador,  had  with- 
drawn from   London,    after  delivering  to  the 
fecretarv  of  itate  a  manifefto,   which,  with  a 
meffage  from  the  king,  would   be  delivered  to 
parliament  on  the  morrow.     This  information 
occafioncd   feveral    animated   philippics   from 
oppofition,  decrying  the  ignorance  and  delufion 
of  minifters,  and  threatening  exemplary  punim- 
ment.     A  motion  i>y  Burke  for   a  committee 
on  the  itate  of  the  nation  was,  however,  at  the 
inftance  of  his  own  friends,  withdrawn. 
,7l1l  The  king's  meffage  declared  an  uniform  and 

King's  hncere  defire  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendly 
meflage.  intercourfe  with  the  court  of  Spain;  good  faith, 
honour,  and  iuftice  alone  had  guided  his  con- 
dutt,  and  he  faw  with  furpnfe  the  grievances 
alleged  iu  juitification  of  intended  hoftility, 
all  which  were  mifrepreferited,  or  bad  never 
before  been  imparted.  lie  relied  therefore  on 
the  zeal  and  fpirit  of  parliament,  for  means  to 
defeat  the  enterprizes  of  his  enemies,  againft 
the  honour  of  his  crown*  and  the  rights  and  in- 
terefts  of  the  nation. 
Addiefles.  In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  addrefs  was 
unanimouily  acceded  to,  but  lord  John  Caven- 
dilli  ineffectually  moved  a  feeoud  addrefs,  re- 
quiring the  king  to  collect  his  tleets  and 
armies,  and  to  exert  the  whole  force  of  the 
kingdom  againft  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. b 

k  Loft  by  156  to  80. 
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In   the  upper  houfe,  the  earl  of  Abingdon    chap. 
declared  he   would  never  aiTent  to  any  luch    xxxv. 
addrefs  ;    but  would,  though  fmgle,  divide  the      I779. 
houfe,   till  the  grievances  of  the  people  were  Amend- 
redrefled   by  the   expulfion  of    the  miniiters,  HJJUi. 
who  had   wantonly,  openly,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  majefty  of  the  people  of  England,  not  only 
broken  down  the  fences  of  the  conftitution, 
but  had  now  left  the  country  cxpofed  to  ravage, 
and  threatened  with  deftruction.     He  moved  an 
amendment,  praying  for  a  change  of  fyirem, 
which  was  nccerfary  to  unite  the  people,  and 
preferve  the  empire. 

Altiio u gh  the  duke  of  Richmond  requefted 
him  to  withdraw  this  motion,  lord  Abingdon 
perfifted  in  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  by 
whom  it  was  rejected/  The  duke  then  pro- 
pofed  a  fecond  amendment,  not  materially  di lie- 
rent  in  fubftance,  though  better  arranged,  which 
he  fupported  by  a  long  fpeech,  decrying  the 
conduct  of  admimftration,  as  tending  to  create 
civil  war  in  every  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions. 
lie  was  ably  fuftained  by  lord  Shelburne.  The 
miniftry  did  not  enter  into  the  wide  field  of 
argument  to  which  they  were  challenged,  but 
contented  themfelves  with  anfwering:  a  few 
perfonal  reflections,  and  with  brief  remarks  on 
the  occafiou  of  the  melTage.  The  duke,  in  reply, 
declared  the  real  aim  of  his  amendment  to  be 
[lie  withdrawing  of  the  troops  from  America, 
for  the  protection  of  Great  Britain.  His  mo- 
tion was  I6ft,d  but  a  long  proteft  was  fubferibed  proteft. 
by  twenty  peers. 

One  of  the  meafures  propofed  by  adminif-  nft  June, 
tration,  for  efficacious  defence  in  the  approach-  £11'11'tia 
lDg  criliSj  was  a  bill  for  increafing  the  militia 

«  6a  to  23.  *  57  to  32. 
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chap,  to  a  number  not  exceeding'  its  prefent  amount 
,  *xxv-  doubled,  and  enabling  individuals  to  raife  loyal 
*779*  corps.  This  bill  was  combated  in  all  its  ftages, 
as  indicative  of  national  weaknefs,  oppreflive  to 
the  country,  and  impracticable.  The  minifter 
declared  it  was  not  his  with  to  purfire  the 
meafure  with  obftinacy ;  but  fubmitted  it  to 
the  judgment  of  the  houfe.  During  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bill,  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir 
Grey  Cooper,  for  limiting  the  number  of  mi- 
litia incorporated  by  ballot,  to  fifteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-four;  and  the  com- 
pliance of  the  minifter,  was  only  prevented  by 
the  remonftrances  of  his  friends,  that  fuch  a 
dereliction  of  his  original  plan,  would  be  a 
triumph  to  his  opponents,  already  too  apt  to 
frigmatize  his  want  of  hrmnels.  The  bill  pafifed 
the  houfe  of  commons,  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal project,  but  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  the 
30th  June,   daufe  enabling  the  king  to  double  the  militia 

Altered  bv  • 

the  lords,     was  rejected  by  a  considerable  majority, e 
,  T  ,  On    its  being  returned  in  this  ftate  to  the 

2d  July.  ,  ,  ~  ..  ,     . 

Fades  in  houie  ot  commons,  the  mm  liter  was  fharply 
^nd"  upbraided  for  the  want  of  unanimity  in  the  ca- 
binet, while  he  fo  conftantlv  recommended  una- 
nimity  to  the  houfe.  He  defended  himfelf  with 
great  ability,  obferving,  that  as  minifter  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  he  had  not  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary,  before  he  introduced  the  meafure,  to 
confult  thofe,  who  not  being  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  had  no  conftitucnts  to  fupport  the 
burthen  ;  but  when  the  members  of  the  upper 
houfe,  who  were  lords  lieutenants  of  counties, 
took  the  proportion  into  their  confideration, 
they  rejected  it  as  impracticable.  Although 
he  did  not  agree  in  their  judgment,  he  could 

•c.  39  to  12. 
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noteontroulit;  his  own  experience  in  the  county  CHAP, 
where  lie  was  lord  lieutenant,  induced  him  to  re-   3S^/ 
commend  the  meafure;  hut  his  experience  could     '779. 
not  regulate  the  opinion  of  the  peers.     What 
remained  of  the  bill  was  highly  important  to 
the  public  fervice,  and,  waving  every  confide- 
ration  of  pride,   he  was  willing  to  accept  the 
power  of  augmenting  the  national   force  by 
volunteer  corps,  even  as  "  crumbs  falling  from 
the  table  of  their  Iordlhips." 

The houfe  was  twice  divided,  in  confequence 
of  attempts  to  reject  the  bill,  as  a  money-bill, 
unconftitutionally  amended  by  the  lords,  but 
thefe  efforts  were  ineffectual/ 

At  a  late  hour  in  the  night,  after  the  debate  yjj  June* 
on  the  militia,  Wedderburne  moved  to  bring  anuiw 
in  a  bill  for  removing  difficulties  in  manning-  prote&ions 
the  navy,  by  reluming  protections  granted  to  °  eamen* 
certain  defcriptions  of  teamen,  watermen  and 
their  apprentices,  and  by  depriving  of  their 
right  to  a  habeas  corpus,  all  perfons  of  thofe 
claffes  who  had  been  imprerTed  fmce  the  day 
when  the  royal  meffage  reflecting  Spain  was 
delivered  to  the  houfe.  His  motive  for  mak- 
ing this  motion  at  fo  late  an  hour,  was  that  the 
effect  might  not  be  prevented  by  difclofure, 
and  that  an  ample  fupply  of  feamen  might, 
without  impediment,  be  obtained  for  the  grand 
fleet.  The  principle  of  the  bill  did  not  eicape 
fevere  animadversion,  as  a  violation  of  thofe 
rights  of  protection,  which  were  not  lefs  facred, 
defined,  and  inviolate  than  thofe  bv  which  life 
and  property  were  enjoyed ;  and  the  manner 
and  time  of  introducing  the  meafure  were 
inveighed  againft  as  pitiful,  fneaking  and  trea- 

f  The  numbers  were,  on  the  fiift  63  to  45  :    on  the  fecond  5r 
to  z$. 

vol.   11  r.  M  cherous, 
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feilion. 


ciierous,  like  a  mid-night  irruption  into  a 
dwelling-houfe  for  the  purpofc  of  plunder, 
but  with  a  determination  to  commit  murder 
rather  than  abandon  the  fpoil.  The  bill,  how- 
ever, palled  both  hoivfes,  after  violent  debates  ; 
a  proteft  was  entered  againft  the  refufal  to  adopt 
fome  propofed  amendments,  figned  by  four- 
teen, and  another  againft  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  acl,  ligned  by  four  peers. 

The  feilion  was  concluded  by  afpeech  from 
the  throne,  thanking  parliament  for  their  zeal 
in  fupport  of  the  war,  and  their  attention  to 
Ireland ;  the  king's  paternal  affection  for  all 
his  people,  making  him  Angularly  anxious  for 
the  happinefs  and  prosperity  of  every  part  of 
his  dominions.  The  events  of  the  war  had 
not  afforded  France  any  juft  caufe  to  triumph 
in  the  confequences  of  perfidy;  arid  whatever 
colour  Spain  might  endeavour  to  put  on  her 
proceedings,  his  majefty  was  confcious  of  hav- 
ing no  caufe  for  felf-reproach ;  he  exulted  in 
the  demonnrations  of  loyalty  and  affection 
ctifplayed  in  parliament,  and  confklered  it  a 
happy  omen  of  fuCcefs  in  arms,  that  the  increafe 
of  difficulties  ferved  onlv  to  augment  the 
courage  and  conftancy  of  the  nation. 

From    the   moment    that    hoftilities    with 

Piro?ffsof  France  became  apparent,  many  politicians  fan- 

with  Spain,  guinely  predicted  that  Spain  would  interfere  : 

on  general  principles,  this  fuppofition  was  far 

from  felt"  evident,  and  the   particular  circum- 

ftances  of  the  cafe  warranted  a  contrary  con- 

clufion.     If  the  probability  of  war  was  fanc- 

tioned  by  the  family  compacl,  and  the  natural 

difpoiition  of  Spain  to  concur  in  humbling  the 

pride  and  diminiihing  the  profperity  of  Great 

Britain,  the  nature  of  the  American    contelt 

afforded  too  many  alarming  topics  of  appli- 

W  cation 
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cation  to   permit  the   fuppofition  that   Spain  chap. 
would  readily  eno-ao-e  in  the  eaufe.  xxxv 

The  treaty  between  France  and  America  was  1778. 
fo  fuddenly  concluded,  that  Spain  could  not  be 
confuited,  and  therefore,  at  the  beginning  of 
hostilities,  the  court  of  Madrid,  without  affect- 
ing to  juftify  France,  was  anxious  to  reftore 
tranquillity,  and  voluntarily  offered  her  me- 
diation. The  marquis  d'Almadovar,  who  de-  17th  June, 
livered  his  credentials  as  embaffador  to  the  I7?8' 
court  of  London  after  the  capture  of  the 
French  frigates  by  admiral  Keppel,  gave  the 
itrongeit  aimrances  of  his  catholic  majefty's 
defire  to  promote  harmony,  and  cement  the 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  by  all 
properties.  The  embaffador  obferved,  that  he 
had  received  his  inftruetions  anterior  to  the  late 
tranfactions  oftheBritith  tleet,  but  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  event  would  change  the 
difpofition  of  his  court.  France,  neverthelefs, 
confiftently  with  her  ufual  policy,  affiduoufly 
circulated  reports  that  Spain  would  accede  to 
the  treaty  with  America,  and  had  authorifed 
M.  d'Arandato  complete  the  tranfaction.5 

At  feveral  conferences  with  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  the  Spanifh  embaffador  urged  the  folici- 
tude  of  his  royal  mailer  to  a6t  as  mediator  be- 
tween  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  preffed 
for  fome  propofal  from  the  Britiih  court,  in- 
finuating  that  the  intended  s;ood  offices  were 
neglected.  Lord  Weymouth  acquitted  himfelf 
of  this  charge  by  obferving  that  Spain  had  not 
propofed  to  mediate,  but  merely  profeifed  an 
inclination  to  receive  an  application  from  either 
power.     Although  France  had  offered  an   un- 

E  Letter  from   lord   Weymouth  to  lord  Grantham,   21ft  July, 
*778. 

m  o,  expiated 


164  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,  expiated  infult  to  Great  Britain;  frill  his  ma- 

2^i  jefty  was  earneftly  defirous  of  peace,  but  could 
*77?.  not,  confidently  with  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
folicit  the  interference  of  a  foreign  court,  till 
the  views  and  intentions  of  France,  the  au'srrci- 
for,  were  known.  Thefe  converfations  were 
far  from  imprefiing  a  notion  that  Spain  fought 
a  quarrel,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the  fubjecls 
difcutfed  was  the  means  of  forming  a  more  in- 
ti'mate  commercial  connection." 

»2tkSept.  In  compliance  with  the  intimation  of  lord 
Weymouth,  a  paper  was  delivered  on  the  part  of 
his  catholic  majefty,  offering  to  commence  a 
negotiation  wherein  the  dignity  of  neither 
crown  iliould  feem  affected  by  making  the  firit 
advance,  and  therefore  propofed  that  each 
court  iliould  remit  to  Madrid  a  ftate  of  its 
views  and  expectations,  the  king  of  Spain  pro- 
poiing  to  communicate  to  each  the  proportion 

«7thoa.  of  the  other.  The  anfwer  of  the  Britim  court 
Mas  comprized  in  a  Angle  article  :  "  Whenever 
France  ihould  withdraw  all  aiiiftance  and  fup- 
port  from  America,  notwithstanding  the  unpro- 
voked aggreflion,  the  king  would  be  read}'  to 
reftore  peace,  and  re-eftablhh  amity  and  har- 
mony."' France  demanded  that  the  king  iliould 
acknowledge  the  abfolute  independence  of  the 
thirteen  provinces,  cede  all  their  territories  in 
his  poffcilion,  and  withdraw  all  his  forces.  "When 
thefe  preliminaries  were  complied  with,  France 
propofed  to  fettle  and  explain  various  points  in 
former  treaties,  the  previous  difcufiion  of  which 
would  be  ufelefs  and  difficult. 

uSthNov.  In  imparting  this  propofal  the  king  of  Spain 
hoped,  notwitmtanding  the  wide  difference 
between  the  fentiments  of  Great  Britain  and 

h  Letter  from  lord  Weymouth  to  lord  Grantham,  1 3th  September, 
177*. 
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France,   to  find  means  of  adjuflment,  and  in  a  chap. 
fubfequent  difpatch       .filed  a  reviiion  of  the  v2S^ 
article  propofed   by   the  Britifh  court,  and  the    j1?7** 
adoption  of  fom<    expedient  or  temperament,  5tl 
more  adapted  to  reconciliation.  This  the  Britifh  »9*  De^- 
miniitry  unanimoufly   rejected.     France,  they 
obferved,  manifefted  no  defire  of  peace,  but,  by 
infiftingon  the  independence  of  America,  fought 
only  to  perfect  the  blow  ihe  had  attempted  to 
ftrike. 

Both  courts  perfifting  in  their  original  fenti-  *djan. 
ments,  the  king  of  Spain,  as  an  accommodating  I7'9' 
expedient,  propofed  three  plans:  Firft,  a  truce 
with  the  colonies  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years, 
during  which  a  peace  might  he  negotiated,  and 
in  the  meantime  the  points  in  difpute  between 
the  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles  might  alio 
be  adjufted.  Secondly,  a  truce  with  France, 
including  the  colonies.  Thirdly,  an  indefinite 
truce  with  the  colonies  and  France,  which  yet 
iliould  not  terminate  without  a  year's  previous 
notice,  during  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  three  parties  might  meet  in  congrefs,  with  a 
fourth  from  the  court  of  Madrid  to  mediate. 
Such  a  convention  might  be  ligned  by  the  Ame-  « 
rican  deputies  at  Fa.risjitbjpe  rati,  the  French 
court  employ  its  good  offices  to  obtain  the  rati- 
fication; and  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  France 
guarantee  the  ftipulations.  In  the  meantime  the 
colonies  were  to  trade  freely  with  all  the  world, 
and  maintain  independence  de  facto;  fiich  as  it 
was fuppofed  the  king's  connnimoners  had  power 
to  offer  them  ;  the  Britifh  forces  were  to  be 
withdrawn,  or  at  leaft  much  reduced,  and  their 
communications  with  the  country  regulated. 

In  a  long  and   well  compofed  anfwer  to  this  i6thMar. 
proportion,  the  Britifh  miuifhy  reviewed  the 
whole  conduct  and  pretentions  of  France,  ex- 
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chap,    pofed  the  perfidy  which  dictated  an  interference 
xxxv.     m  the  context,  the  fallacy  of  the  pretences  ad- 
1779.       vanced  during  the  negotiation,  and  the  futility 
of  their  arguments  when  thev  alleged  their  own 
hoifilities  as  the  fouree  of  their  appreheniions, 
and  their  appreheniions  as  the  fouree  of  their 
hoi'tilitks.     Confidering  the  plans  propofed  by 
Spain  as  lhortly  and  generally  {fated,  according 
to  the  nature  of  an  overture,  they  were  anal  v  fed 
with  freedom,  and  the  confequences  accurately 
deduced.  The  grant   of  a  truce    for  fivc-and- 
twentv  orthirtv  years,  or  for  an  indefinite  term, 
not  to  he  determined  without  a  year's  notice,  ac- 
companied with  an  evacuation  of  the  provinces 
(for  nothing  lefs  could  meet  the  terms  propofed) 
and  a  free  trade,  would,  in  faei,  be  fo  effectual  a 
ebneeffion  of  independence,  that  nothing  could 
prevent  th*  Americans  from  attaining  thatftate, 
ihould  the  treaty  terminate  unfavourably.     It 
would  be  inch   a  dereliction    of  all   right  of 
government,  fuch  a  {auction  of  all  paft  proceed- 
ings-in  the  colonies,  as  would  reduce  his  ma- 
jeity's  faithful  fubjecls  to  the  condition  of  rebels, 
and  prevent  any  interference  on  their  behalf. 
The  degradation  of  Great  Britain  would  alfo 
he  complete,  for  the  king  muff,  treat  with  France 
for  inducing  the  colonies  to  accede;  the  Ame- 
rican deputies  might  figh  the  treaty  fub  fpc  rati, 
but  the  good  offices  of  France  muft  be  exerted 
to  procure  the  ratification.     After  renouncing, 
or  rather    transferring    to   the    cdnsrefs    and 
Frahce,  for  fo  long  a  time,  the  allegiance  and 
loyalty  of  his  faithful  fubjecrs,  his  majefty  was 
to  treat  with  consrefs  for  the  furrender  of  their 
.     public  character   and   government,    and   with 
France  for  her  concurrence  in  fuch  a  meafurc, 
and  at  the  lame  time  for  her  peculiar  intereits, 

coniiiting 
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confining  in  unfpecified  demands.  Thefe,  what-    chap. 
ever  they  might' be,  muft  donbtlefs  be  adjufted   v^J^ 
before  France  would  concur  in  dhTolving  thofe      *779- 
ftates  with  whom  ilie  had   contracted  alliance 
and  amity,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  her 
own  points ;  but  as  ihe  neither  fpecified  her 
own  objects,  nor  the  endeavours  fhe  would  ufe 
to  re-eirabliih  the  Britiih  conftitution  in  Ame- 
rica, the  acceptance  of  fuch  a  truce  could  only 
be   viewed    as   an   abfolute,    if  not  a  diftinct 
ceihon  of  all  rights  of  the  Britiih  crown  in  the 
thirteen  colonies,  under  the  additional  difad- 
vantage   of  making   it  to   the  French  rather 
than  to  the  Americans  themfelves. 

To  remove  all  doubts  from  the  mind  of  the 
king  of  Spain  refpecting  the  points  on  which 
he  might  employ  his  good  offices,  the  Britiih 
miniftry  fuggefted  that  France  ihould  propofe 
her  grievances,  jeakmfies,  or  demands.  Great 
Britain  would  then  give  an  anfwer  equally  ex- 
plicit ;  or,  a  truce  of  fufficient  duration  might 
be  made  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
for  the  adjuftment  of  their  rival  pretentions  by 
the  good  offices  of  his  catholic  majeity.  And 
to  obviate  every  pretence  for  continuing  hof- 
tilities  on  the  fide  of  North  America,  the  iniur- 
gents  might  alio  propofe  their  grievances,  and 
the  terms  of  fecurity  and  precaution  on  which 
legal  government  might  be  reftored.  Or  a 
truce  might  alio  take  place  in  North  America, 
that  is,  a  real  truce,  an  actual  fufpenfion  of  hof- 
tilities,  during  which  the  liberty  and  property 
of  all  orders  and  descriptions  of  men  might 
be  reftored  and  fecured,  and  every  violence  on 
their  perfons  and  eftates  wholly  intermitted  on 
each  iidc.  During  fuch  truces  the  French 
miniftcis  would  be  at  liberty  to  treat  for  their 
own  feparate  concerns,  without  incurring  un- 
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chap,  avoidable  fufpicions,  by  mixing  their  own  pe- 
*£^j    culiar  advantages  with  the  fuppofed  interefts 

1779-  of  thofe  pretended  allies,  and  his  majefty  might 
fettle  the  government  of  his  own  dominions 
without  the  appearance  of  receiving  terms  from 
an  enemy. 

3d  April.  ()N  the  bans  of  this  proportion,  the  Spanifh 
minifter,  M.  de  Florida  Blanca,  fuggefted,  as 
the  belt  means  of  accommodation,  a  fufpeniion 
of  arms,  and  dilarmament,  the  meeting  of  ple- 
nipotentiaries at  Madrid  for  the  adjustment  of 
peace,  and  fettlement  of  a  definitive  treaty, 
plan  of  reftitutions,  and  arrangement  of  all 
caqfes  of  complaint  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  under  the  mediation  of  Spain.  A  reci- 
procal difarmament  ana  fufpeniion  of  hoftilities 
was  alio  to  be  feparately  granted  to  America 
through  the  fame  mediation,  and  American 
commiirioners  admitted  to  the  negotiation  ; 
the  truce  was  not  to  terminate  till  after  a  year's 
notice. 

4th May.  Tins  plan  was  delivered  as  the  ultimatum 
of  Spain;  but  as  it  was  founded  on  the  principles 
which  had  been  diiclaimed,  the  Britim  court 
declared  it  inadmiffible  :  acknowledging,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  benevolence  of  the  kino-  of 
Spain's  mterpohtion,  and  hoping,  that  ihould 
France  be  difpofed  to  offer  lefs  imperious  and 
unequal  terms,  the.  fame  good  offices  would  be 
renewed. 

4th May.  L\  a  private  letter  which  accompanied  the 
above  aiifwer,  lord  Weymouth  itated  to  the 
JBritiili  embaifador  his  alarms  at  the  articles  of 
the  ultimatum,  which  indicated  the  prevalence 
of  French  influence  in  the  councils  of  Spain. 
He  had  hitherto  iuppreffed  the  fufpicions  which 
many  circumfbnces  tended  to  excite,  but  a 
full   explanation   was    now   neccilary.       Did 

Spain 
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Spain  with  and  infill  on  the  difmcmberment  of  chap. 
Great  Britain,  fo  earnestly   as  to   engage   in    ^5^/( 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  effecting  it?    or,  if  not,      J779» 
what  means  had  the  propofal  left  for  averting 
the  event  ? 

The  behaviour  of  M.  d'Almadovar  did  not  *9thMay. 
juftify  the  apprehenfions  exprefled  in  this  dif- 
patcii;  he  exprefled  to  the  feeretary  of  Hate 
the  regret  of  the  catholic  king  in  withdrawing 
his  offered  mediation,  from  a  conviction  that 
it  could  be  attended  with  no  effect;  but  no- 
thing tranfpired  which  ihewed  a  propenfity  to 
irritation  on  either  fide.  At  a  fuhfequent  in-  nth  June. 
terview,  the  Spaniih  embafiador  renewed  thefe 
exprcfVions,  lamented  that  all  the  proportions 
of  Spain  were  refufed,  and  no  others  fubftitut- 
ed  ;  and  complained  of  the  words  "  imperious 
and  unequal  terms,"  in  the  difpatch  of  the 
fourth  of  May,  as  harm  and  unneceffary.  The 
explanation  on  all  thefe  points  was  full  and 
fatisfactory  :  The  king  had  been  precluded 
from  offering  terms  of  pacification,  becaufe  the 
proportions  made  by  France  tended  merely  to 
fecure  the  independence  of  the  colonies  by 
direct  means,  or  the  intermediate  effect  of  a 
truce.  The  words  which  were  complained  of 
obvioully  referred  to  France  only,  and  not  in 
the  moft  diftant  manner  to  Spain.  By  M. 
d'Almadovar's  defiie,  lord  Grantham  was  di- 
rected to  convey,  through  M.  de  Florida  Blanca, 
to  the  king  oi'  Spain,  the  ardent  wifli  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  for  the  re-efiabliihment  of 
peace,  whenever  it  could  be  effected  confif- 
tently  with  the  regards  due  to  his  crown 
and  people;  his  fincere  fenfe  of  the  friendly 
part  taken  by  his  catholic  majefty,  and  his 
regret  at  the  temporary  failure  of  his  efforts. 
If  Fiance  had  made  demands  immediately  con- 
nected 
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chap,    neetcd  with  her  own  intereft,  and  thofe   el 
xxxv.    mauds  had  been  countenanced  by  the  willies 
'TpTT*    °f  Spain,  the  king  would  have  ihewn,  by  his 
compliance,  his  defife  of  peace,  and  regard  for 
fo  refpectable  an  interference,  but  the  commu- 
nications   of  the  French   court  having    been 
confined  to  the  interefts  of  the  rebellious  colo- 
nies,,with  whom,  in  j  lift  ice,  they  ought  not  to 
have  had  any  connection,  the  king  could  not 
renew   pacific   proportions :    yet   if  any   were 
made  by  his  catholic  majefty,  they  would  be 
received  with  the  utmolt  regard,  and  examined 
with  candour  and  attention.     The  re-eftablifh- 
ment    of    peace,    however   denrahle  in    itfelf, 
"would  receive  additional  value  if  effected  by 
the  mediation  of  Spain,  as  it  would  tend  more 
clofely  to  unite  the  two  crowns,  and  produce 
advantages  to  both  *. 
»6th  June.       Before  thefe   obliging    expreffions    cpiild 
Spaniih       reach  the  court  for  which  they  were  intended, 
4'iihdxaws!  an(l  before  any  previous  intimation  could  be 
received  from   any  quarter,  }!.   d'Almadovar 
received  his  inftructions  to  quit  London  with- 
out taking  hive,  and  delivered  the  paper  which 
accompanied  ti  -  to  parliament. 

K» letter,    j^  coir,pjaj-  the  rejection  of  the  catholic 

king's   hen  it  interference,   the  violences 

committed  on  his  dominions  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  and  the  neglect  of  his  numerous  ap- 
plications for  redrefs;  and  announced  his  refo- 
lutioti  to  feek  reparation  fr  ifn  the  means  with 
winch  God  had  intruvkd  him. 
'fo  F.  this   angry  paper,  and  two  royal 

chcdules  to  his  own  fubjects,  the  Spaniih  mo- 
narch publiihed  a  manifcito,  long,  defultory, 

>  Foi  ail  thefe  facts  I  have  confulted   the  en  ;ginal  correfpondence 
between  the  fecretary  of  itate  and  lord  Grantham. 

and 


ntxoi 


GEORGE    III.  171 

and  feeble,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  chap. 
Britain  in  innumerable  inftances  fmce  the  con-  £^^ 
clufion  of  peace.  Violations  of  territory  in  1779- 
the  bay  of  Ho/v.luras,  exciting  the  Indians  to 
attack  Spain,  and  refufal  of  recbefs  on  repeated 
applications,  formed  the  leading  fubjects  of 
crimination.  Naval  outrages  were  enumerated 
with  a  degree  of  affected  precifion,  and  de- 
nounced with  a  pompons  vehemence  which 
mult  have  been  ridiculous  to  all  Europe.  The 
intuits  offered  by  the  Britifh  navy  to  the  Spa- 
nifli  navigation  and  trade,  from  1776  to  the 
beginning  of  1779,  were  "already  eighty-fix 
in  number,  including  prizes  taken  by  unjuft 
practices,  piracy,  and  robberies  of  various  ef- 
fects out  of  the  vetTels,  attacks  made  by  gun- 
firing,  and  other  incredible  violences:  fince 
that  period  other  injuries  of  the  fame  kind  had 
been  added,  fuffieient  to  juftify  the  aifertion 
that  the  grievances  of  the  late  years  did  not 
fall  much  fhort  of  a  hundred."  After  exhaust- 
ing this  topic.  England  was  accufed  of  endea- 
vouring to  effect  a  re-union  with  the  American 
colonies,  in  order  to  arm  them  againft  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon;  the  whole  hi  ftory  of  the  negotia- 
tion was  perverted  and  mifreprefented  in  many 
effential  particulars,  and  it  was  alTerted  that 
while  the  boon  of  American  independence  was 
refilled  on  the  intercenion  of  Spain,  Engliih 
emiflaries  were  cladeftiiiely  propofmg  terms  ft  ill 
more  liberal  to  Dr.  franklin  at  Paris.  The 
king  of  Spain  therefore  announced  the  lieceffity 
of  curtailing  and  deftroving  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings and  maxims  of  the  Englifh  maritime 
power;  in  the  attainment  of  which  end  all 
of  her  maritime  powers,  and  even  all  nations, 
were  become  highly  interefted. 

To 
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CHAP. 
XXXV. 

1779. 

iSkh  June. 
Letters  of 
marque 
ift'ued. 

13th  July. 
Lord 
Wey- 
mouth's 
letter. 

French 
manifefto. 


Obferva- 
tions  on 
the  conduct 
•f  Spain. 


To  thefe  empty  publications,  the  court  of 
Great  Britain  replied,  by  ordering  letters  of 
marque  and  repriials  on  Spanifh  property,  and 
by  a  judicious  and  temperate  Utter  from  lord 
Weymouth  to  the  Spanifh  embalfador.  France 
alio  publifhed  a  long  hiftorical  manifefto,  dis- 
playing the  motives  and  conduct  of  the  moil 
chriftian  king  towards  England,  which  was 
artfully  drawn  up,  and  well  calculated  to  de- 
ceive, but  was  anfwered  in  an  eloquent  j  unifica- 
tory memorial,  the  production  of  the  celebrated 
Gibbon. k 

Thus  was  Spain,  to  ufe  the  expreftion,  en- 
liiied  in  the  caufe  of  France.  Betides  the 
general  abfence  of  any  furheient  ground  of 
provocation,1  the  ordinary  viewrs  of  policy, 
ottered  many  effectual  impediments  againft  a 
rupture  with  Great  Britain.  The  good  fenfe 
of  the  emperor  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of 
a  fovereign,  arming  in  behalf  of  rebels;  and 
Spain  had  motives  of  intereft,  tar  more  cogent, 
for  adopting  limilar  fentiments.  A  bigotted 
attachment  to  the  Catholic  religion,  and  the 
vicinity  of  her  American  poffeflions  to  the  En g- 

k  See  all  thefe  laft-mentioned  pieces  in  the  Annual  Regifter  for 
3779,  article  State  Papers.  Gibbon's  publication,  though  not  of- 
ficial, called  forth  great  exertions,  both  in  France  and  among  the 
adherents  of  America,  to  furnifh  an  adequate  reply.  Some  anony- 
mous reflections  were  published  ;  fome,  avowed  by  the  well  known 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais  and  others,  were  publifhed  by  authority. 
See  Remembrancer,  vol.  ix.  p.  1.  83.    201.    vol.  x.  p.  116. 

1  It  is  almoft  impofhble,  that  in  the  Mate  of  Britifh  and  Spanifh. 
pofTeffions  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  caufe  of  complaint  mould 
not  arife  on  both  fides.  Amotion  was  made  and  a  petition  offered 
to  the  Englifh  parliament,  the  25th  of  February  1777,  and  in  a  con- 
vulsion between  lord  Grantham  and  M.  de  Florida  Blanca,  in 
j 778,  fome  of  the  complaints  adverted  to  in  the  manifefto  were  dif- 
cuffed,  but  the  Spanifh  minifter  did  not  exprefs  any  impatience  on 
the  fubjeft,  nor  any  doubt  of  fair  and  equitable  rcdrels.  Letter  from 
lord  Grantham  to  lord  Weymouth,  23d  November  1778- 
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lim  colonics,  were  ftrong  reafons  a<rainft  form-    chap. 

-  r*  •  YYY  \7 

ing  an  alliance  with,  or  in  favour  of  America:  Clv-o 
no  fufficient  inducement  could  be  advanced  1779. 
to  counterbalance  thefe  arguments;  the  Spa- 
niards had  no  view  of  extending  commerce, 
and  their  friendly  difpofition  towards  France, 
might  have  been  more  fafely  exerted  in  clan- 
deftine  aids,  in  fupplies  of  money,  and  agitat- 
ing the  Engliih  nation  by  continual  reports  of 
preparation,  and  fpecious  offers  of  mediatory 
interference. 

France  had,  with  her  ufual  dexterity, 
urged  her  ally  to  decide  in  favour  of  hoftili- 
ties ;  and  before  the  refolution  of  Spain  was 
formed,  boafted  of  her  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  embarrafs  the  cabinet,  whofe  final 
determination  was  not  marked  with  the  promp- 
titude of  vigour,  but  the  rafhnefs  of  fear,  flying 
into  the  arms  of  danger  to  efcape  the  horrors 
of  doubt.  Five  days  before  he  delivered  his  or- 
ders to  quit  the  Britifh  court,  the  count  d'Al- 
madovar  had  not  the  flighted  fufpicion  that 
his  diplomatic  million  was  likely  to  terminate; 
and  while  the  French  embaffador  at  Vienna 
loudly  boafted  the  fuccefs  of  his  court,  in  en- 
gaging a  new  enemy  againft  Great  Britain, 
the  Spanilh  embaffador  unrefervedly  declared 
he  had  not  received  any  direef  communication 
on  the  fubject. m 

Probably  France  lured  Spain  on  this  oc-  Siege  of 
cafion  by  the  profpeel;  of  recovering;  Gibral-  Glbialtar 
tar,  and  military  operations  were  accordingly  menced. 
commenced  by  the  liege  of  this  ibrtrefs.    Orders  2+th  Juue* 
were  difpatched  for  diicontinuing  all  commerce 
with  the  garrilbn,  and  an  attempt  Avas  made  to 
impede  fupplies  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  by  a 

»  Letter  from  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith  to  lord  Weymouth,  23d 
June  1779. 

treaty 
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chap,  treaty  with  the  emperor  of  Morocco^  for  farm- 
xxxv.    jBg  i\ie  ports  of  Tetuan,  Tangier,  and  Larache. 
^T^^        Soon  after  the  declaration  of  hoftilities,  the 
s6th  June.  Spaniards  formed  a  naval  blockade,  and  com- 
menced  approaches  by   land.      The   garrifon 
amounted  to  near   fix  thoufand  men,  in  good 
health,  full  of  vigour,  and  not  deficient  in  provi- 
hons;  they  were  commanded  by  the  brave  gene- 
ral Elliot,  who  juftified  the  confidence  of  the 
troops,  by  a  regular  performance  of  his  duties, 
by  a  prudence  and  penetration,  which  overlook- 
ed no  circum  fiance,  however  minute,  tending 
to  the  welfare  and  fafety  of  his  troops,  and  by 
a  firmnefs  of  mind  which  rendered  obedience 
eafy,  and  command  reipeclablc.n 
ineffectual       N  o  martial  enterprize  of  the  Fren  ch  in  Europe, 
attempt  on  n0  appearance  of  efficient  preparation,  fervedto 
e>*       encourage  the  Spaniards  in  their  hoftile  deter- 
May  ift.     niination.     An  ill  digefted  and   inefficient  at- 
tack on  Jerfey,  was  eafily  repelled ;    and  the 
failure  of  the  attempt,  only  expofed  to  ridicule 
the  name  of  the  projector,  who  was  called  Prince 
de  Naffau  Siegen,  and  laid  a  difputable  claim 
to  defcent  from  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  NaiYau. 
4th  June.        Before  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain, 
junction     the  French  fleet,  under  d'Orvilliers,  conhfting 
Frenchand  of  twenty-eight  fail,    but  extremely  defective 
Spanift      in  preparation,  gained,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
flcets'        Britifh  fleet,   the  Spaniih  coaft,  and  after  fail- 
ing in   an   attempt  to    intercept    a   fquadron 
linger  admiral  Darby,  effected  a  junction  with 
tlit  armament  of  Spain. 
Exertions        The  fpirit  of  the  Englilh  nation   was  not 
in  Eng-      jaunted   by  the  ftrong   combination  of  ene- 
mies :  a  Spaniih  war  was  never  unpopular,  and 

n  In  all  details  refpea'mg  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar,  I  have  relied  on 
the  Hiftoiical  Journal  of"  captain  John  Drinkwater. 

the 
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the  fpirit  of  enterprize  was  univerfally  preva-    ghap. 
lent.     Individuals   and  public  bodies  entered    ^j^j' 
into  large  fubfcriptions  for  railing  troops,  giv-      »779- 
ing  bounties  to  feamen,  equipping  privateers, 
and  other   patriotic  purpoies ;    volunteer  afib- 
ciations  were  formed  to  repel  invafion,  and  the 
Eait  India  company,  with  becoming  liberality, 
granted  bounties  for  fix  thoufand  feamen,  and 
undertook  to  build  and  equip  three  new  mips, 
of  feventy-four  guns,  for  the  royal  navy. 

But  all  thefe  exertions  were  infufficient  to  The  corn- 
give  the  Englifh  fleet  a  requifite   fuperiority  ^,dtflect 
over  the  united  fquadrons  of  the  enemy:  Sir  theBritifh 
Charles  Hardy,   who  fucceedtd  Keppel  in  the  coaft« 
command,  cruized  in  the  Channel,  during  the 
whole  fummer,  with  about  thirty-eight  fail  of 
the  line.     The  enemy    infulted  the  Channel 
with  an  irrefiftable   force,   mewed  themfelves 
before  Plymouth,  where  they  created  general 
alarm,  and  captured  the  Ardent  of  fixty-four 
guns,    whole  commander   miftook  the  united 
fleet  for  that  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy.     Although 
terror  and  agitation  prevailed  in  England,  the 
enemv   undertook   no    important  enterprize  ; 
jealoufy  prevailed  between  the  commanders  of 
the  combined  fleet,  ficknefs  committed  dread- 
ful ravages  on  the  crews ;  and  at  an  early  period  g 
of  the  year,  they  retired  into  Breft,  leaving  the 
Britifh  trade  almoft  unmolefted. 
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CHAPTER     THE     THIRTY-SIXTH: 

1779. 

State  of  the  French  and  Englijh  fleets  in  the 
JVeJi  Indies.  — Byron  convoys  the  homeward- 
bound  fleet.  —  The  French  take  St.  Vincenfs 

—  and  Grenada.  —  Engagement  between  By- 
ron and  d'Eflaing.  —  Proceedings  in  Geor- 
gia. —  Corps  of  loyalifts  raifed. —  American 

force  collected. — The  American  colonel  AJhe 
routed.  —  Meafures  of  the  Americans  for  de- 
fence of  the  Carolinas.  —  Irruption  of  the 
Britifli  into  South  Carolina. — Attack  of 
the  Americans  on  St.  Johns  Iflland. — Z)' 
Eflaing's  ineffectual  attempt  on  Savannah. 

—  Delays  in  reinforcing  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
•—Various   fuccefsf ul   expeditions    directed 
by  him.  — Siege  and  relief  of  Penobfcot. — 
Mifer  able  fate  of  the  American  befiegers.  — 
Ai*rival  of  Arbuthnot.  —  Americans  attack 
Paulus  Hook. —  Their  expedition  againft  the 
Indians.  —  Incurfion  of  the  Spaniards  into 
IVeft  Florida.  —  Capture  of  Fort  Omoa  by 
the  Englijh —  it  is  retaken.  —  Senegal  taken 
by  the   French — Goree  by  the  Englijh. — 
Sea  fights  between  captain  Pier fon  and  Paul 
Jones  —  Captain  Farmer  and  a  French  fri- 
gate. —  State  of  the  minijiry  —  changes.  — 
State  of  Ireland.  —  Increafe  of  Volunteers. 
—  Sefjion  of  the  Irijh  parliament. — Debates 
m  the  addrefs. — Popular  meafures. — Limit- 
ed Supp  ly.  —  Riot  in  Dub  I'm . 

chap.  Vjeanwhile  the  tranfatlantic  war  was  car- 

^^j  ried  on  with  various  degrees  of  activity 

1/79.      and  fucceis.     The  paflage  of  admiral  Byron 

6th  Jan.     fwm  North  America  to  the  Weii  Indies  was 

Mate  01  the  ii3 

delayed 
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delayed  bv  ftorms.    His  junction  with  Barring:-   chap. 
ton  gave  an  equality  if  not  a  fuperiority  to  the   :P^L    ' 
Britiih  force,  and  reduced  the  Trench  admiral      i779. 
to  the  defend  ve,  and  during  live  months  neither  F^°5h 
infult  nor  opportunity  could  draw  him  from  iifh  fie"S~ 
his  retreat  at  Martinique.   In  this  interval  both  in  the  Weft 
fleets  received    reinforcements  ;    the  Englifh  Indies* 
under  admiral  Rowley  ;  the  French  under   de  sthjune. 
Graife,  but  both  remained  inactive  till  Byron  %ron 
tailed  for  St.  Chriftopher's  toefcortthe  home-  tbTtradtt 
ward-bound  fleet  to  a  certain  latitude. 

His  abfence  was  the  fignal  for  commencement  Capture 
of  d'Eftaing's  operations;  a  body  of  four  thou-  ^J"1, 
fand  and  fiftv  men,  commanded  bv  Trolong-du  theFrenck. 
Romain,  was  difpatched  agamit  St.  Vincent's. 
This  ifland  was  in  a  miferable  ftate  of  diftrac- 
tion  ;  it  was  recently  created  a  feparate  govern- 
ment, under  Valentine  Morris,  efquire,  a  gentle- 
man of  good  family,  benevolent  fpirit,  anden 
larg-ed  liberality.1  The  illand  was  not  vet 
divided  into  parochial  diftricls,  the  means 
of  government  were  incomplete,  the  fortifica- 
tions out  of  repair,  the  Charribs  fullen  and  in- 
tractable, anxioutly  expecting  an  opportunity 
to  re  1  to  re  the  fovereignty  of  the  French;  wliile 
a  rancorous  party  among  the  fubjecls  of  the 
crown  impeded  the  exertions  of  the  governor, 
facilitated  the  machinations  of  the  Charribs, 
and  even  maintained  a  traiterous  correfpondence 
with  the  enemy.  The  colony  refuted  all  alhft- 
ance  towards  eftablifhing  a  military  force,  and 
the  Englilh  troops  were  compofed,  to  ufe  the 
governor's  own  exprellion,  of  "  the  very  fcum 
of  the  earth;  the  refute  of  the  metropolis,  the 
(weepings  of  jails,  lamplighters,  gy plies,  and 
men  fuperannuated,   difabled,  and    difcharged 

a  Sec  an   interefting  account  of  Valentine  Mcrris  in  Coxe's  Hif- 
torical  Tour  in  Monmouthfhire,  chap.  40, 

vol.  in.  n  from 
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chap,  from  other  regiments."  This  motley  force 
^xv*-  being  ill  calculated  to  oppofe  a  numerous  body 
1779.  of  French  troops,  who  landed  and  were  joined 
17th  June,  by  the  Charribs,  the  governor  was  obliged  to 
2d lulY-  capitulate  without  refinance. * 
Grenada  D'Estaing,  again  reinforced  by  a  di virion 

alio  taken.  UIK]cr  }a  Motte  Piquet,  commanded  thirty-four 
ihips  of  war,  twenty-fix  of  which  were  of  the 
line,  and  a  number  of  tranfports  futficient  for 
the  convevance  of  nine  thoufand  land  forces, 
lie  proceeded  to  the  attack  ot  Grenada, 
which  Mas  defended  only  by  a  hundred  and 
fifty  regulars,  and  about  four  hundred  militia, 
who  being,  principally  Frenchmen,  foon  di- 
minimed  the  garrifon,  by  defertions,  to  lefs 
than  three  hundred.  Lord  Macartney,  the 
governor,  confidering  this  force  futficient  for 
the  defence  of  fome  ftrong  polls  till  fuccours 
could  arrive,  refufed  to  capitulate.  D'Eftaing, 
unwilling  to  facriflce  the  time  requifite  for 
regular  approaches,  ftormcd  the  lines  ;  the 
garrifon  defended  themfelves  with  fltill  and 
bravery  ;  once  they  repulfed  the  aflailants,  but 
being  obliged  to  yield  to  numbers,  retired  into 
the  fort,  and  had  the  mortification  to  fee  their 
own  cannon  turned  agafnft  them.  Lord  Ma- 
cartney now  propofed  terms  of  capitulation, 
which  the  ungenerous  viclor  rejected,  and  prof- 
fered others  fo  dhhonourable  that  the  high- 
^u  fpirited  governor  preferred  a  furrender  at  dif- 

cretion   to  the  bafenefs    of  fubfcribing  them, 
and  the  French  plundered  without  fcruple  or 
rcftraint. 
injuiy.'  A  PKitfciPAt  reafon  for  preffing  with  fuch 

Engage-     rapidity  the  reduction  of  Grenada,  was  the  in- 
ment  be-    telli&'ence  of  Byron's  return,  which  was  retarded 

tween  o  </  » 

Byron  and       b  pr;ncjpa5iy  from  governor  Morris's  Narrative  cf  bjb  official 

dEftamS-     conduit.   V 


GEORGE    III.  179 

by  winds  and  currents.  He  had  formed,  with  chap. 
general  Grant,  a  project  for  the  recovery  of  ^^J* 
St.  Vincent's ;  but  receiving,  while  at  fea,  1779- 
information  that  the  French  fquadron  before  3d  July. 
Grenada  was  reduced  to  nineteen  fail,  and  that 
lord  Macartney  could  maintain  his  pofi- 
tion  during  a  fortnight,  he  changed  his  firil 
deftination,  and  attempted  to  fuccour  that 
ifland.  Having  twenty-one  mips  of  the  line, 
befides  tranfports,  he  arranged  his  fignals  for 
bringing  on  a  general  action,  and  did  not  dif-  6th* 
cover  the  fallacy  of  his  intelligence  till  feveral 
ofhisveffelswere  engaged.  D'Eftaing,  notwith- 
standing his  fuperiority  of  force,  and  the  great 
advantages  he  derived  from  the  excellent  con- 
dition of  his  fleet,  avoided  a  dole  and  general 
engagement,  and,  foiled  in  all  attempts  to  cut 
off  the  tranfports,  and  intercept  the  difabled  - 
veiTels,  retired  in  the  night  to  Grenada.  The 
Britifh  admiral,  confcious  of  his  inferiority  in 
ftrength,  difpatclied  during  the  night  his  tranf- 
ports and  difabled  mips  to  St.  Chriitopher's,  and 
calmly  awaited  the  morning's  attack,  which, 
judging  by  his  own  chara6ter,  he  deemed  in- 
evitable. The  returning;  dawn  difcovered  to 
him  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  feeing  the  7th- 
white  (lag  mounted  on  the  forts  of  Grenada, 
he  followed  the  tranfports  to  refit  at  St. 
Chriftopher's.  A  general  panic  was  now  dif- 
fused through  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies ;  d'Eftaiiig 
had  hoafted  his  refolution  to  conquer  every 
ifland,  and  that  he  was  even  prepared  with  ar- 
ticles of  capitulation  for  each;c  but  he  foon 
relieved  the  inhabitants  from  their  apprehen- 
fions,  by  retiring  from  Grenada  to  Cape  Fran- 
cois in  Hifpaniola. 

After  taking  Savannah,  in  Georgia,   and  ^g"m' 
driving  the  American  troops   acrofs  the  river  tJ<^rg>a. 

«  Valentine  Morris's  Narrative,  p.  jp 

n  2  into 
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into  South  Carolina,  general  Prevoll  and  CO* 
lonel  Campbell  affiduoufly  employed  themfelves 
in  receiving  the  inhabitants  under  protection, 
forming  military  corps,  and    framing  regula- 
tions for  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  province. 
Their  efforts,  however,  were   not  confined  to 
thefe  operations  :  a  fuccefsful  expedition  was 
undertaken  againft  Sunbury,  a  fort  which  fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion,  yielding  to  the  victors  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  ordnance  and  ftores, 
with  two  hundred  and  twelve  prifoners.     This^ 
exploit  was  only  preparatory  to  the  capture  of 
Augufta,  the  fecond  town  in  the  province,  by 
colonel    Campbell,    the   inhabitants  generally 
taking  oaths  of  fidelity,  and   forming  military 
-corps,  under  the  Britifh  government.     Colonel 
Hamilton,  with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred 
men,    made    a   circuit    of  the   province,    for 
the  purpofe  of  encouraging  thefe  difpofitions, 
and  diiarmingthedifaffeeled;  he  met  with  con- 
fiderable fuccels,  though  he   occaiionally  dis- 
covered  latent   treachery.     When  his   circuit 
was  nearly  completed,   a  body  of  five  hundred 
South  Carolina  'militia,  under  colonel  Pickens, 
encountered  him,   but  were  put   to  (light :  a 
number  of  loyalilts  from  the  interior  of  North 
Carolina,    embodied   under   colonel  Boyd,  en- 
deavoured to  force  their   way  to  Georgia,  to 
join  the  royal  forces ;    bnt    Pickens    defeated 
them  at  Kettle  Creek,   with  confiderable  lofs, 
including  their  commander  ;  about  three  hun- 
dred reached   Georgia;    others   returned  and 
threw  themfelvcs  on  the  mercy  of  their  coun- 
try,  but  were  profecuted  astraitors  to  the  new 
government;   feventy  were    condemned,    but 
only  five  executed. d 

It 

d  TV  American  writers  defcribe  thefe  loyalifts  as  mere  outlaws  j 

but  thai  application  of  the  word  tory  was  fo  det'eriptive  of  ev  ery 

1 '  thing 
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It  was  foon  found  that  Auguila  could  not    chap. 
be  retained  without  great  difficulty  and  danger,    v^^J* 
as  it  was  a  hundred  and  rifty  miles  diftant  from      i779. 
the  main  army.     The  Americans,  alarmed  for  ^mcfn 
the   fate    of  both  Carolinas,    hattily  collected  ieaed. 
about  three  thoufand  militia,  under  generals 
Ame  and  Rutherford,  but  diftrufting  the  ability 
of  thefe  commanders,   foon  afterwards  placed 
the  force  under  the  direction  of  general  Lin- 
coln, a  native  of  Malnichuifets.     They  iffued 
proclamations  for  preventing  the  people  from 
joining    the   royal   ftandard,  and  fecuring  the 
cattle,  and  itretched  their  pofitions   along  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Savannah  river,  parallel 
to  thole  of  the  Britiih  on  the  oppofite  fide.    G  e- 
neral  Alhe,  with  a  detachment  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  was  ordered  to  ftrengthen  the  poft 
oppofite  Augufta,    but    finding  that  fort  aban- 
doned, he  crofled  the  river,  in  purfuance  of  his 
inftructions,  to  ftreighten  the  Britiih  quarters. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Prevoft,  brother  of  the  ge- 
neral, crolfmg  Brier  Creek  fifteen  miles  above  3d  Mar. 
Aflie's  encampment,  ftole  on  his  rearunperceiv-  cvolonel 
ed,  and  totally  routed  and  difperfed  his  force, 
with  the  lofs  offeven  pieces  of  cannon,  feveral 
Hand  of  colours,  almcft  all  the  arms,  artillery, 
and  baggage;  a  hundred  and  fifty  killed  on  the 
field,  a  far  greater  number  drowned  in  endea- 
vouring to  efcape,  and  two  hundred  prifoners. 
The    whole   party    had    been   augmented    by 
reinforcements   to  about    two   thoufand,    but. 
not  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  rejoined 
Lincoln. 

Alarmed  by  approaching  danger,   the  le- 

thing  bafe  and  wicked,  that  other  circumftances  of  guilt  might  be 
iuperadJ.ed  without  much  intention  to  violate  truth.  See  Ramfay, 
vol.  ii.  p.  113. 

N3  giilature 
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chap,  giflature  of  South  Carolina  inverted  their  gover-? 

*S?ZI/  norJ  John  Rut  ledge  and  his  council,  with  un- 
J779-  limited  powers  to  act  for  the  public  good.  This. 
0fthe  authority  was  vigorously  employed  in  renin 
Americans  forcing;  general  Lincoln,  who  foon  found  him-? 
tor  the  de-  felfat  the  head  of  fivethoufand  men.    Leaving: 

tence  or  the  „  .  ^  va 

CaroiinasJ  one  thouiancl  under   colonel  Mackintofh  and 
33d  April,  general  Moultrie,   to  garrifon   Purylhurg  and 
Black  Swanipt  he  began  his  march  up  the  Sa- 
irruption    vannah.     Prevoft,  in  hopes  of  inducing  him  to 
pf  the        return,  croffed  over  with  the  greateft  part  of 
into  South  *&  army  into  South  Carolina,  the  detachments 
Carolina,    under  Mackintosh  and  Moultrie  retiring  before 
him,  or  offering  only  a  feeble  refinance  ;  the 
American  general,  however,  proceeded  on  his 
march,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  expreffes 
ineffectual  which  arrived  demanding  his  prefence.    Lured 
attempt  on  bv    intelligence    of   the    tfefencelefs   Hate    of 
£wn.lc8~     Charleftown,  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  Pre? 
jothMuy,  voft.  refolutely  advanced,  reached  the  fuburbs, 
and  fummoned  the  town  ;  the  inhabitants,  who 
during  his  approach  had  been  affiduoufly  em- 
ployed in  improving  their   fortifications,  and 
were  reinforced   by   Moultrie's  retreating  de- 
tachment, by   bodies  of  militia,  and  Pulafki's 
legion,  contrived  to  confume  a  day  in  meffages 
and  anfwers  relative  to  the  terms  of  furrender, 
but  their  ultimatum  being  declared  inadmiffible, 
they  palled  the  night  in  the  horrors  and  confter- 
nation  of  an  expected  ftorm.    Fear  was  ho  we  ver 
the  only  injury  they  fuftained.     Prevoft,  cal- 
culating the  ftrength  of  the  works,  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  his    force,  his   want  of  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  forage,  and  the  probability  of 
Lincoln's  intercepting  his  retreat,  wifely  drew 
off  his  forces  in  the  night,  and  without  molefta-: 
tion,  gained  John's  Ifland,  where  he  awaitecj 
$  Supplies, 
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fupplies  from   New  York.      Lincoln  having    CHAP, 
eftabliihed  a  poft  at  Augufta,  retired  by  hafty    ^^Zbi 
marches  toCharleftown,  and  till  the  departure  of     1779. 
the  Britiili  troops  eftabliihed  his  head-quarters 
at  D  ore  belter. 

CoioxF.L  Prevost  having  fortified  Stono-  Attackof 
ferry,  which  maintains  the  communication  with  HCeans^n" 
the  main  land,  foon  left  St.  John's  Iiland  to  be  St.  John's 
defended  by  colonel  Maitiand,  with  only  five  I^hntjune<>- 
hundred  elfeclive  men.     Lincoln,  who  had  al- 
ready once  failed,  now  advanced  with  near  five  20th» 
thoufand  men,   to  diflodge  the   Britiili  troops 
from  their  poll  at  Stono  Point     For  a  time  his 
fuccefs  appeared  indubitable,  but  the  judicious 
and  relblute  exertions  of  this  difproportioned 
force  repelled  the   invaders.     In  the  courfe  of 
the  action  the  garrifon  were  deftitute  of  am- 
munition,  but  captain  Moncrieff  of  the  engi- 
neers obtained  a  fupply  by  a  fpirited  fully,  and 
at  the  clofe  of  the  engagement,  their  laft  charge 
was  actually  in  their  pieces. 

So  ox  after  this  attack,  the  American  militia, 
diiheartened  and  impatient  of  a  longer  abfence 
from  their  plantations,  quitted  the  army  ; 
the  hot  and  fickly  feafon  rendering  rcpofe  in- 
difpenfable,  the  Americans  retired  to  Shel- 
don ;  the  Britiili  force  evacuated  the  poft  at 
Stono-ferry,  eftabliihed  a  new  one  at  Beaufort, 
in  the  ifland  of  Port  Royal,  and  the  main  body 
returning  into  Georgia,  continued  upwards  of 
two  months  in  unmolefled  inactivity.  The 
advantages  attending  the  expedition  into  South 
Carolina,  were  the  eftabliihment  of  a  poft  at 
Beaufort,  and  the  acquifition  of  provifions,  the 
want  of  which  began  to  be  feverely  felt. 

While  hostilities    were    thus    fufpended,  In«<kfiual 
the  Americans   made  application  to  d'Eftaing,  ^eSJ 
with  the  hope  that  his  fleet  would  deftroy  the  on  savan. 

*•*  4  advantages  nih' 
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chap,    advantages  which  accrued  to  the  English,  from 

J^2^*    their  naval  Superiority.     The  French  admiral 

fpecdily  arrived  with  twenty  fail  of  the  line, 

September.  £WO  0f  fifty  guns,  eleven  frigates,  and  a  con^ 

fiderable  number  of  tranfports,  and  furprifed 
the  Experiment,  of  fifty  guns,  with  two  ftore^ 
ihips,  and  the  Ariel  frigate. 

The  Americans  made  great  efforts  to  co- 
operate  with  the  French,  and  the  Britim  gene- 
ral fpared  no  exertion  to  repel  an  attack  which 
lie  expected  on  Savannah ;  the  garrifon  was 
withdrawn  from  Snnbnrv,  colonel  Maitland  was 
ordered  to  evacuate  Beaufort,  and  the  fmall 
naval  force  was  judiciouily  difpofed  by  captain 

nth.  Henry.      When  the  French  troops   were  dif- 

embarked,  d'Eftaing,  without  awaiting  the 
junction  of  his  provincial  allies,  in  language 
ridieuioufly  boaftful,  fummoned  Savannah  to 
furrender  to  the  French  kino-.  Prevoft  gained 
four-and-twentv  hours  for  deliberation,  during 
which  colonel  Maitland  arrived  with  eight 
hundred  men,  after  furmounting  incredible 
difficulties;  and  the  governor,  thus  reinforced, 
announced  his  refolution  to  defend  the  fort. 

*3d.  Twelve  days  were  confirmed  in  preparations, 

before  the  French  broke  ground,  during  which 
the  garrifon  annoyed  them  by  two  vigorous  and 

a*  to  9th    fuccefsful  forties.      The  French  and  American 

October.  .  „  ,  ,• 

troops,  amounting  to  upwards  ot  ten  thoufand, 
continued  an  ineffectual  cannonade  during  five 
days,  while  the  whole  garrifon,  even  to  the 
African  flaves,  vied  in  zeal  and  perfeverance  in 
ftrengthing  the  works,  and  mounting  artillery. 
2*h.  Wearied  at  length  with  the  delay  of  re- 

gular approaches,   conhdering  the  dangers  of 
the   hurricane  feafon,   and  the  poffibility  of  a 
I   Britim  fquadron  attacking  his  fleet,  while  fo 
gVea#  a  part  of  ids  artillery  was  employed  on 
■        ~~  flioyea 
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more,   d'Eftaing  attempted  to  take  the  place"  g^f* 
by  ftorm.     Four  thoufand  live  hundred  men,    U_v— j 
more   than   double    the  number  of  the  garri-      5773. 
ion,    were   divided  into  two  columns,  one  of 
which,  under   d'Eftaing,    affifted   by    general 
Lincoln,  was  to  attack  infront,  while  the  other% 
under  count  Dillon,  was  to  gain  the  rear  of 
the  BritiiTi  lines.     They  were  put  in  motion 
feveral   hours  before   day.      Dillon's   di virion 
fortunately  miftook  the  road,  became  entangled 
in  a  fwamp,  and  was  fo  galled  by  an  incelfant 
and  well-directed  lire  from  the  garrifon,    that 
they   could  not  form.     The   column   led    by 
d'Eftaing   was   repulfed,    after  maintaining   a 
fevere -conflict,  hand  to  hand,  for  pofTeffionof 
the  principal  redoubt.    The  admiral  was  (lightly 
wounded,  and  the  Polifh  volunteer  Pulalki  kill- 
ed.6 The  fiege  was  forthwith  raifed  ;  the  Ame- 
ricans retired  to  South  Carolina,  and  the  French 
regained  their  ihipping  without  moleftation,  as 
the  garrifon  was  not  fufficiently  numerous  to 
adventure  a  purfuit.     Their  fleet  was   lhortly 
afterwards  difperfed  by  a  ftbrm,  part  returned 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  d'Eftaing  regained  his 
native   land.      This    boaftful    and   vain  glori- 
ous  commander  was  always  diftinguifhed  by 
mjuftice  and  cruel r,.   His  prefumptuous  mode 
of  fummoning    the    garrifon     difgufted    the 
Americans  ;    and   his   brutality  in  refuting  to 
permit  the  women  and  children  to  take  refuge 
on   board   Englifh  mips   in    his  own  cuftody, 
was  rendered  additionally  contemptible,  by  his 
endeavouring,  after  defeat,  to  throw  the  blame 
on  his  allies,  and  offering  the  very  favour  he 
had  before  withheld,   which  Prcvofl  rejected 

8  Pulaflci  was  one  of  the  confpirators  who  attempted  to  carry  off 
the  king  of  Poland,  in  1771.  See  Coxe's  Travels  in  Poland,  Ruilia, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  B.  1.  c.  3. 

with 
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with  becoming  difdahi.     The  railing  of  this 
liege  terminated  the  Southern  campaign/ 

During  this  whole  campaign,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  remained  in  anxious  expectation  of 
reinforcements,  the  arrival  of  which  was  de- 
layed by  an  extraordinary  occurrence.  They 
were  proceeding  down  the  Britifh  Channel, 
under  the  convoy  of  admiral  Arbuthnot,  but 
on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  French  attack 
on  Jerfcy,  he  ordered  the  tranfports  intoTorbay, 
and  failed  for  the  relief  of  that  1 11  and.  On 
his  arrival  off  G  urn  fey,  he  learned  the  repulfe 
of  the  enemy,  and  hafrened  to  accompliih  his 
original  deftiuation,  but  when  he  returned 
to  Torbay,  the  wind  became  unfavourable, 
and  the  troops  arrived  in  America  too  late 
for  the  performance  of  any  important  enter- 
prize. 

Admiral  Gambier  being  recalled  in  the 
fpring,  the  command  of  the  Britifh  fleet  in 
America  devolved  on  Sir  George  Collier,  an 
officer  who  had  honourably  diftinguiihed  hinj-» 
felfon  the  Halifax  ftation,  in  reftraining  the 
Americans  from  invading  Nova  Scotia,  alarming 
their  coaii,  and  diftreihng  their  trade.  With 
this  brave  officer,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  judici- 
oufly  planned  an  expedition  to  the  Chefapeak, 


f  While  thr  fiege  of  Savannah  was  pending,  a  remarkable  enter- 
prize  was  effected  by  colonel  John  While,  of  the  Georgia  line. 
Captain  French  had  taken  poft,  with  about  a  hundred  men,  near  the 
river  Ogecbee,  Come  time  before  the  fiege  began.  There  were  alfo  at 
the  fame  place,  forty  failors  on  board  five  Britifh  veffels,  four  of 
which  were  armed.  All  thefe  men,  together  with  the  veffels  and  130 
ftand  of  arms,  were  iurrendered  to  colonel  White,  captain  Elholm, 
and  four  others,  one  of  whom  was  the  colonel's  fervant.  In  the 
right,  this  fmall  party  kindled  a  number  of  fires  in  different  places, 
and  adopted  the  parade  of  a  large  encampment,  by  which  and  other 
deccptive  frratagems,  they  imprefled  captain  French  with  an  opinion 
that  nothing  but  an  inftant  fur  render,  in  conformity  to  a  peremptory 
fummens,  could  lave  his  men  from  being  cut  to  pieces  by  a  fuperiw 
fprce.    Jlanilay,  vol.  ii,  p.  1*2, 

where 
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where  large  ftores  of  tobacco,  the  chief  chap. 
means  of  maintaining  the  credit  of  congrefs,  ^**v*; 
were  accumulated,  and  from  which  place  the  1779. 
army  in  the  middle  colonies  was  principally, 
if  not  wholly,  fupported  by  falted  provifions, 
the  produce  of  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina. 
A  detachment,  amounting  to  eighteen  hun- 
dred men,  was  embarked  on  board  tranfports, 
and  convoyed  by  the  Raifonnable  of  fixty-four 
guns,  four  floops,  a  galley,  and  fome  private 
ihips  of  war.  Their  firft  attack  was  directed 
againft  Portfinouth,  where  they  demolimed  a 
fort ;  expeditions  were  then  made  to  Norfolk, 
•Gofport,  Kemp's  Landing,  and  Suffolk,  where 
great  quantities  of  ftores  were  feized,  many 
velfels  taken,  and  feveral  deftroyed.  To  prevent 
a  capture,  a  marine  yard  was  burned,  with  all  29th Map, 
its  timber;  and  the  tleet  returned  in  twenty-four 
days  to  New  York,  having  deftroyed  and  taken 
a  hundred  and  twenty-feven  velfels,  and  other 
property,  eftimated  at  halt  a  million  fterling. 

When  the  detachment  returned  from  Vir-  30th, 
ginia,  they  were  joined  by  troops,  already  em- 
barked on  board  tranfports,  and  proceeding  up 
the  North  river,  fucceeded  in  capturing  Stony 
Point,  Fort  la  Fayette,  and  Vcrplank's  Neck, 
without  lofs.  Thefe  pofts  were  iituate  on  op- 
pofite  fides  of  Hudfon's  river,  about  fixty  miles 
from  New  York,  and  the  expedition  was  fuffi- 
ciently  important  to  claim  the  prefence  of 
Sir  George  Collier,  and  the  commander  in 
chief. 

Two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  under  major-  4^  Juiyy 
general  Tryon  and  major  Grant,  were  next  em- 
ployed in  an  expedition  againft  Connecticut,  a 
principal  fource  of  ftrength  to  congrefs,  well 
peopled,  and  abounding  in  provifions.  The  mo- 
tives 
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chap,  fives  of  the  attempt  were  to  convince  the  enemy 
2^L>  lnat  this  favoured  province  was  not  unaffail- 
1779.  able,  and  to  force  Washington  from  his  ftrong 
fituation  on  the  North  river,  into  the  low  coun- 
try, for  defence  of  the  fea-coaft.  The  troops 
potTevTed  themfdves  of  Newhaven,  the  capital 
of  the  colony,  feized  the  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, and  public  ftores,  and  ail  the  vetiels  in 
the  harbour.  A  proclamation,  inviting  the 
people  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  was  difre- 
garded  ;  the  troops  were  fired  at  from  the  win- 
dows, after  they  were  in  pofleiuon  of  the  town, 
and  even  the  centinels  placed  to  protect  private 
property,  were  wounded  on  their  polls;  yet  the 
town  was  fpared,  and  no  plunder  allowed:  after 
difmantling  the  fort,  the  troops  reimbarked, 
and  proceeded  to  Fairfield. 

At  this  place  they  found  a  refinance  more 

rancorous    than   at    Newhaven,    and   as  their 

lenity  produced  fo  bad  a  return,  Fairfield,  Nor- 

watk,  and  Greenfield,  were  fuecefuvely  deftroy- 

*3th  July.   ec]jg  an(]  jn  njne  ^^5  tne  commodore  returned 

to  confer  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  a  projected 
operation  againfr.  New  London. 
?6th.  The  people  of  Connecticut  were  ditfatisfied 

at  the  apparent  neglect  of  Washington,  and  in- 
difference of  congrefs,  while  thefe  ravages  were 
effected,  and  apprehenfions  were  entertained 
of  a  revolt,  but  their  hopes  Avere  reanimated 
by  the  furprife  of  Stony  Point.  General  Wayne 
achieved  this  exploit  with  great  judgment  and 
valour;  he  ftormed  the  works,  and  although  the 
nature  of  the  oppofition  would  have  juftified  ex- 
1 

z  In  refentment  of  thefe  ravages,  congrefs  refolved  "  To  direct 
their  marine  committee  to  take  the  molt  effectual  meaiures  to  cany 
into  execution  their  manifeito  of  October  30th  1778,  by  burning  or 
deflxoying  the  towns  belonging  to  the  enemy  in  Great  Britain,  or  the 
\Veft  Indies  j"  but  their  relblve  was  never  carried  into  effect:. 

tremities, 
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tremitics,  he  ffencroufly  forebore  his  rights  as    ^HJ^f« 
vicfor,  and  no  man  was  killed  but  in  battle.  Fort 


la  Fayette  was  alio  attacked,  but  before  any      177s- 
considerable  progrefs  was  made,  the  Americans, 
alarmed  at  the  vigorous  preparations  of  Clinton, 
evacuated  Stony  Point,  after  doing  as  much  isthjuiy. 
damage  as  their  fhort  polfenion  would  allow. 

The  attention   of  Sir   George   Collier  and  Reiieffent 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  now  diverted  from  the  toPcnob- 
meditated  attack  on  New  London,  by  the  necef-   cot* 
iity  of  affording  fuccour  to  a  Britifh  eftablim- 
ment  in  the  Bay  of  Penobfcot,  made  by  gene-  ,?th  jUne, 
ral  Francis  Maclean,  with  fix  hundred  and  fiftv 
men,   and  three  ihips  of  war.     The  intent  of 
this  fettlement  was  to  check  the  incurfions  of 
the  enemy  into  Nova  Scotia,  and  obtain  ibip- 
timber  for  the  king's  yards  at  Halifax  and  in 
other  parts  of  America.  The  executive  govern-  July; 
ment  of  Mafiac-buffet's  Bay,  by  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  the  /hipping  at  Bofton,  and  offer- 
ing large  bounties,  levied  a  fquadron  of  nine- 
teen armed  iliips  and  brigantines,  carrying  from 
thirty-two  to  ten  guns,  twenty -feven  tranfports, 
and  three  thoufand  troops.     Maclean  was  only  21ft, 
apprized  of  the  dciigns  of  the  enemy  four  days 
before  their  arrival;  he  had  not  completed  any 
part  of  his  fortifications,   but  by  the  indefa- 
tigable induftry  and  zealous  emulation  of  the 
lea  and  land  forces,  he  fucceeded   in  keeping 
this  formidable  and  difproportionate  equipment 
at  bay,  during  twenty-one  days,   perfecting  in 
the  mean  time  his  defences,  and  haraifing  the 
invaders  by  continual  alarms  and  frequent  cn- 
terprizes.     At  length  he  received  information  ijthAug. 
from  a  deferter,  that,  on  the  enuring  dav,  a  ge- 
neral  attack  would  be  made  by  land  and  lea  : 
every  preparation  was  made  for  repelling  the 
anailants,  but  in  the  morning  the  garrifon  had  i*tfl. 

the 
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chap,  the  fatisfaclion  to  perceive  that  the  invaders 

"Y"V  "V"  V/  T  ^ 

vJ_v-_^l*   had   deferted  their  works,   and  were  ihipping 

1779-     their  artillery,  and  evacuating  the  place.     The 

welcome  caufe  of  this  fudden  movement  was, 

the  fleet  under  Sir  George  Collier,  to  which  the 

whole  American  armament  would  have  been  art 

eafy   prey,  but  molt  of  the  vefiels  were  burned 

Miferable    to  prevent  a  capture.     The  crews  and  foldiers 

Amen-  '    thus  landed  in  a  defert  country,  above  a  hun- 

cans.         tired  miles   from   human  habitation,   without 

proviiions,  foon  proceeded  to  contentions;  fifty 

or  iixty  were  (lain  in  a  pitched  battle,    and  a 

much  greater  number  periihed  miierably  in  the 

woods. K 

Arrival  of       This  exploit  terminated  Sir  George  Collier's 

Arbuth-     command.     Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  length  ar- 

net.  o 

rived,    but  no  important  enterpiize  could  be 
undertaken  ;    a    rumour    that   d'Eftaing    in- 
tended to  attack    New  York,  compelled  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  to  concentrate  his  forces,  and 
even  evacuate   Rhode  Illand.     The  inactivity 
of   Washington,    during  the   whole    fummer, 
is  not  fafisfactorily  explained.1     It  has  been, 
with  fome  probability,  afcribed  to  the  evapora- 
tion of  the  original  enthufiafm,  and  the  mor- 
tification of  the  Americans  at  perceiving  how 
little  they   were  benefited  by  the   amftance  of 
20th  Aug.  a  French  fleet. k     The  only  enterprize  attempted 
aiS  on    ^y  Waihington's  army  was,  an  attack  onPaulus 
Pauius       Hoojk,  on  the  Jerfey  more,  from  which,  after  a 
Hook.        temporary  fuccefs,  they  were  expelled  without 
effecting  any  material  injury  ;    the  whole  pro- 
ceeding is  defcribed  by  a  judicious  expreifion 
in  Clinton's  official  difpatch  :  "  Their  retreat 

h  Seethe  Journal  of  the  Siege  of  Penobfcot,  2vo. 
1  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  publication  of  Washington' t  official 
correfpondence  terminates  with  the  year  1778, 
k  Ramfay,  vol.  ii. 

was 
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was  as  difgraeeful  as  their  attack  had  been  chap. 
fpirited  and  well  conducted."      They  carried   ^Zb> 


off  forty  prifoners.  I7?9- 

Several  expeditions  were  made  againft  the  Their  e.^ 

Indians,  in  which  the  Americans  took  levere  re-  Ped!tl°n* 

,.',...  .,     ,  .    .      ,  i    •        i     againit  the 

Venge  tor  the  injuries  ot  which  they  complained,  Indians, 
and  proved  that  they  had  nothing  to  learn  in  the 
art  of  favage  and  deliberate  cruelty. 

As  foon  as  the  war  with  Spain  was  announced,  Auguft. 
don  Bernardo de  Gal ves,  governor  of  Louihana,  J"t,urf,on 
made  an  incurfion  into   Weft  Florida,  which  Spaniards 
Was  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  for  the  protection  £.to  .Jj^ 
of  which   aarainft  the  Americans,  a  force    of 
eighteen  hundred  men  had  been  collected  un  - 
der  general  John  Campbell.     The  Spaniards, 
with  two  thoufand  men,  in  veiled  a  fort,  built 
for  defence  of  the  frontier,  near  the  mouth  of  alft  ce_lti 
the   Ibberville,  orarriibned  with  five  hundred 
troops,  which  they  captured  after  a  fiege  of  nine 
days,  and  in  its  fall  was  involved  the  fate  of 
all   the  Britim  fettlements  on  the  Mifhfiippi, 
from  the  Natches    downwards  :    honourable 
terms   of  capitulation  were  granted.     It  will 
prevent    the    necellity  of   recurring    to    this 
topic,  to  anticipate,  that  in  the  eniuing  year, 
the  Spaniards  made  a  freih  incurfion  into  the  jan  to 
province,  and  captured  Fort  Mobille,   after  an  March. 
honourable  refinance.  l"%°- 

With  equal  eagernefs,  they  commenced  hof-  They  at- 
tilities    againft    the    Britifh    logwood-cutters  f^^j 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  many  of  whom  they  cutters  in 
took  prifoners,  and  treated  with  great  barbarity,  the  Bay  of 
expelling  the  remainder  from  their  principal 
fettlement  at  St.  George's  Key  :  governor  Bai- 
ling difpatched  captain  Dalrymple  with  a  finall 
party  of  Irilh  volunteers,  to  the  Mufquito  fliore, 
to  collect  a  force  and  convey  arms  for  the  af-  _ 
fiftance  of  the  logwood-cutters.  When  he  had  fortomoa, 

perfected  h>' tlK; 

:  En$H/h. 
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chap,  perfe&ed  this  part  of  his  tafk,  he  met  at  Tea  a 
JJJ^I  iquadron  of  three  frigates  under  commodore 
Luttrel,  and  as  St.  George's  Key  had  already 
J779«  been  recaptured,  the  commodore  and  Dalrym- 
ple  projected  an  attack  on  fort  Omoa,  the  key 
to  the  whole  fettlement  of  Honduras.  The 
i6thG6l.  land  force,  which,  including  the  marines  and 
mufquetry-men  from  the  mips,  did  not  exceed 
five  hundred,  endeavoured  to  furprifc  the  fort, 
but  being  difcovered,  were  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  making  regular  approaches.  After 
fome  days  fruitlessly  expended,  it  was  refolved, 
notwithitanding  the  great  ftrength  of  the  for- 
tifications, to  attempt  an  efcalade.  Hardly 
were  the  ladders  pitched,  When  the  aflailants, 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  were 
difcovered,  and  a  tremendous  lire  opened ;  one 
ladder  was  deftroyed,  but  by  means  of  the 
others,  two  feamen  gained  the  fummit  of  the 
wall,  prefented  their  pieces,  without  firing,  till 
the  reftalfo  afcended.  No  perfualions  of  their 
orricers  could  keep  the  aftonifhed  and  terrified 
Spaniards  to  their  ftations,  and  the  governor,  at 
length,  humbly  fupplicating  for  his  life,  and 
that  of  his  followers,  furrendered  the  keys  and 
his  iword.  The  prilbners  were  three  hundred 
and  thirty-five;  the  treafure  had  been  removed, 
but  a  galleon  captured  in  the  harbour  was  va- 
lued at  three  millions  of  piaftres.  The  Spa- 
niards offered  to  redeem,  at  any  price,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  quintals  of  quickfilver,  which 
>vere  onboard  their  veffels,  and  made  liberal 
propofals  for  ranfoming  the  fort :  both  were 
refufed  by  the  victors,  who  preferred  the  public 
good  to  private  emolument,  and  generoufly  re^ 
itored  the  church  plate,  which  formed  a  con- 
liderable  part  of  their  booty,  to  procure  the 
emancipation  of  their  countrymen  taken  at  St, 

George's 
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George's  Key,  and  detained  in  oppreffive  cap-   chap. 

tivity  at  Merida.     All  thefe  acts  of  heroifm  and   JJ^J* 

difmtereftednefs  produced,  however,  no  perma-      .l779- 

nent  advantage.     The  victors  could  not  afford  taken?" 

a  fufficjent  garrifon  ;  on  the  departure  of  the 

mips  of  war,  the  Spaniards  atTailed  the  fort, 

which  an  epidemical  fever,  and  the  fatigue  of 

dutv,   obliged  the  Enp-liih  to  evacuate,  after 

fpiking  the  guns,  and  deitroying  the  military 

ftores. 

Early  in  the  year, the  fettlement  of  Sene-  Feb. 

gal  was  captured  by  a  French  fquadron,  under  ^SL 

M.  de  Vaudreuil.     Goree  beino-  evacuated  for  the  French: 

the  purpofe  of  fortifying  Senegal,  was  occupied  Goree 

bv  a  Britiih  force,  left  for  that  purpofe  by  Sir  ^  *.eA 
v  ,  ,1,1  l      l  J  Enghfli. 

.toward  Hughes. 

In  general  the  Britiih  commerce  was  amply  23d  Sep. 
protected,  while  that   of  the  enemy  fuffered  Sea-figll,: 
grievoufly  in  every  quarter.     The  Baltic  fleet,  captain 
convoyed  by  captain  Pierfon,  in  the  Scrapis  of  Pierton 
forty-four,  and  captain  Piercy,  in  the  Count efs  ^^T 
of  Scarborough  of  twenty  <nms,  was  chafed  on 
the  northern  coaft  of  England  by  a  fquadron 
confiiting  of  the  Bon  homme  Richard  of  forty 
guns,  two  frigates  of  thirty-fix  and  thirty-two, 
a  brig  of  twelve  guns,    and  an   armed  cutter 
fitted   out   at  r  Orient,    and  commanded  by  a 
defperate  outlaw  named  Paul  Jones,  who  had 
obtained  acommiilion  in  the  American  fefvice. 
Whepl   this  armament  came   in  fight,   Pierfon 
made  a  iignal  for  his  convoy  .to  difperfe,  and 
gain  the  neareft  ports,  in  which  they  fortunate- 
ly fucdeeded ;  while  the  two  brave  commanders 
with   their  difproportioned  force  encountered 
the  enemy-     Paul  Jones  did  not  evade  the  en- 
gagement but  having  been  foiled  in   fouVe  at- 
tempts   to    board,     brought,  the  Bon   homme 
Richard   and  the  Serapis  into  i'uch  a  fituation 

vol.  hi.  o  that 
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chap,  that  the  muzzles  of  their  guns  came  in  contact 
xxxvi.  ^ith  the  fides  of  the  oppofed  mips.     The  con- 
1779.     flict  lafted  three  hours  :  Jones  fought  with  the 
resolution  of  a  criminal  whofe  life  being  for- 
feited   to  the  laws,   death  in   battle    was  the 
molt    eligible  fate :    captain  Pierfon   difplayed 
valour  not  lefs  determined,  but  influenced  by 
nobler  motives,  and  tempered  by  a  merciful  re- 
gard to  the  lives  expofed  under  his  command. 
After  the  Serapis  had  been  feveral  times  fet  on 
fire  by    combuftibles   thrown  from    the    Bon 
homme  Richard;  all  the  officers  and  men,  {ra- 
tioned abaft  the  main-mail;,   blown  up  by   the 
explofion  of  fome  cartridges,  and  the  guns  in 
that   quarter  rendered  unferviceable  ;    captain 
Pierfon,  feeing  himfelf  raked  fore  and  aft  by 
another  frigate,  to  which  he  could  oppofe  no 
refiftance,   ftruck  his  colours.     The  Countefs 
of  Scarborough,  after  a  conflict  not  lefs  refolute, 
though  not  equally  dreadful,  againft.  an  enemy 
of  far  fuperior  force,  was  alio  obliged  to  yield. 
The  lofs  on  board  the  Serapis  was  not  perfectly 
afcertained,  but  undoubtedly  very  great:  cap- 
tain Pierfon  eftimated   it  at  forty-nine  killed 
and  lixtv-ei<>ht  wounded,  and  the  main-malt 
went  by  the  board  immediately  after  the  action ; 
but    the    carnage    on   board  the  Bon  homme 
Richard  was  almoft  unprecedented ;  her  quarter 
and   counter  on  the  lower  deck  were  entirely 
driven  in,  and  all  the  guns  on  that  deck  de- 
mounted ;  fae  was    on  fire  in  two  places,  and 
had    feven  feet  water  in  the  hold  ;  while  the 
decks  ftreamed  with  the  blood  of  three  hundred, 
and  thirty-fix  men,  being  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  crew,  who  were  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  action.     The  fliip  funk  in  two  days,  and  the 
inhuman   commander   fullered  feveral  of  the 

wounded 
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wounded  to  be  buried  with  her  in  the  ocean:  chap. 
he  was  received  with  his  prizes  in  the  ports  of  xxxVI« 
Holland.1  17:9. 

Another  naval   action,  redounding  to  the  1^,.?^- 
honour  of  the  Britifh  flag,  was  fought  by  cap-  aaion  of 
tain  Farmer  of  the  Quebec,    affilted   by    the  captain 
Rambler  cutter,  againft   a  French  frigate  and    armer' 
cutter,  of  fuperior  force  ;  in  which  the  Quebec 
was  burnt,  and  her  brave  commander  perhfting 
in  his  refolution  to  be  the  laft  man  to  quit  the 
iliip,  loft  his  life'.     With  due  attention  tofuHi 
merit,  his  fon  was  created  a  baronet,  and  pen- 
fions  were  fettled  on  the  widow  and  children. 

While  fuch  was  the  varying  afpecl  of  the  State  of  the 
war,  the  miniftry  were  embarralled,  difpirited,  mimftry. 
and  difatisfied.  From  motives  of  liberality 
they  had  employed  in  the  military  and  naval 
fervice  men  decidedly  hoftile  to  their  mea- 
fares,  who,  inftead  of  palliating  the  mifcarriages 
of  the  war,  increafed,  by  their  own  complaints, 
the  public  uneafmefs  and  the  clamour  of  party. 
Thus,  while  the  extent  and  importance  of  the 
conteft  were  continually  augmenting,  the  friends 
of  adminiftration  were  daily  becoming  more 
lukewarm,  or  even  deferting  their  caufe.  Some 
felt  confternation  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
crilis,  fume  gave  ear  to  prophecies  of  final  1 11- 
fuccefs,  and  fome  changed  their  party  from 
motives  of  hcklenefs,  or  from  a  conviction  that 
the  miniftry  would  not  be  long  able  to  pur- 
ine their  prefent  meafures. 

*  The  French  minifter,  M.  de  Sartin?,  publicly  expretTed  the  k\a. *'s 
approbation  of  Paul  Jones,  and  dil'graced  the  crofs  of  merit  by  con- 
ferring it  on  him.  Congrefs,  with  far  greater  propriety,  acknow- 
ledged lus  zeal,  prudence,  and  activity,  by  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  pro- 
moted him  to  the  command  of  a  new  llnp  called  the  America.  .Re- 
membrancer, vol.  xiii.  p.   107. 

o  2  Several 
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chap.        Several  changes  were  made  in  the  cabinet : 

^*^,  Thurlow   receiving*  the   great  feal,    with   the 

•$d  June,  dignity  of  peerage,  fate  during  the  late  fern  on 

rulll?'  as  chancellor.     His  vigorous  mind  and  ftern 

Changes.  «*  t>  . 

manly  ieine  rendered  great  lervice  to  govern- 
ment, and  his  firmnefsand  ability  often  gave  a 
beneficial  impulfe  to  the  decifions  of  the  cabi- 
net. Weddcrburne  obtained  the  vacant  fitua- 
tion  of  attorney-general,  and  Wallace  fucceeded 

Mar.1797.  miT)  as  folicitor-general.  The  oifice  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  for  the  northern  department  had 
continued  unoccupied  fince  the  deceafe  of  lord 
Suffolk,  though  its  duties  were  performed  by 
lord  Weymouth,  fecretary  for  the  fouthern  de- 
partment;  that  nobleman  nowrefigned  hispoft, 

*4thNov.    to  which   lord   Hillfborough  was   appointed  ; 

z7th  oa.  the  office  of  lord  Suffolk  was  conferred  on  lord 
Stormont,  late  embaifador  at  Paris  ;  and  the 
earl  of  Carliile  was  nominated  nrft  lord  of  trade 
and  plantations. 

increafe  of       Ministers  were  diffatisfied   at  the  failure 

infhvolun-  0f  the  operations,  which  thev  intended  to  pro- 
mote,  by  fending  fuccours  to  the  Weft  Indies  : 
the  conduct,  of  Arbuthnbt  was  generally  ap- 
plauded;  but  the  confequences  >vere  highly 
unfortunate,  and  minifters  grieved  that  a  cam- 
paign of  fuch  great  expence  would  be  confum- 
ed  almoft  in  inaction  m.  The  infults  offered  to 
the  coalt,  and  alarm  excited  by  the  combined 
fleet  in  the  channel,  were  in  themfelves  fufrici- 
ently  diftreffing  to  adminiitration ;  but  they 
produced  another  effect  not  lefs  embarraffing 
by  the  encouragement  they  afforded  to  the 
volunteer  affociations  in  Ireland.  Combining 
the  alarm  of  invafion  with  the  hope  of  procur- 
ing- from  the  weaknefs  and  diftraciion  of  Great 


*» 


*  Gibbon's  poftbumous  Works,  vol,  i.  p.  54.0. 

Britain 
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Britain  fome  important  conceflions,  the  popular  chap. 
leaders  of  Irim  polities  gave  every  encourage-    xxxvr. 
ment   to  thefe    eftabliihments ;    the  duke    of     I7.,8 
Lei  after  accepted  the  command  of  the  Dublin 
corps,  men  of  fortune  and  family  boremuikets 
in  the  ranks,  and  contempt  and  derifion  Mere 
the  portion  of  thofe  who  refuted  their  fervices. 
The  number  of  volunteers  was  exaggerated  to 
fixty  thoufand,  for  fuch  was  the  policy  of  that 
country  as  well  as  of  America  ;  and  the  utmoft 
tranquillity  prevailed  in  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom n. 

The 


»  Lord  Sheffield,   in  his  "  Obfervations  on  the   prefent  (tare  of 
Ireland,"  publi/hed  in  1785,   gives  the  following  account  of  thele 
extraordinary  aflbciations  :    "  It  is  neceiTary  to  notice  a  phenome- 
non which   now   began  to  appear.     The  like  never  has    been  ob- 
served in  any  country,  at  leaft  where  there  was  an  eftabliflied  govern- 
ment.    To  defcribe  it  ftriclly,  it  may  be  called  an  army  unautho- 
rized  by   the   laws,   and   uncontrolled   by   the  government  of  the 
country  j  but  it  was  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Volunteers  of 
Ireland.     Their  inftitution  bore   fome   ferablance  of  a   connection 
with  the  executive  power.     Arms  belonging  to  the  ftate,  and  ftored 
under  the  care  of  the  lieutenants  of  counties,  were  delivered  to  them, 
upon  the  alarm  of  foreign  invalion.     So  far  they  feemed  to  be  coun- 
tenanced by  government ;  but  in  a  fhort  time  they   caufed  no  little 
jealoufy  and  uneafinefs.     The   arms  iflued   from  the   public  ftores 
were   infufficient   to  fupply   the   rapid    increafe   of  the   volunteers. 
The  reft  were  procured  by  fhemfelves,  and  the  necefTary  accoutre- 
ments, with  a  confiderable  number  of  field-pieces.     It  anfwered  the 
purpofe  of  oppofition  in  both  countries  to  fpeak  highly  of  them, 
and    the   fupporters   of    government   in   both   countries  mentioned 
them  with  civility.     The  wonderful  efforts  of  England  in  America 
were  fomehow  wafted  to  no  purpofe  of  decifion.     American  fuccefs 
inflamed  grievances  which  had  been  long  felt  in  Ireland.     Ireland 
in  truth  had    infinitely   more  caufe   for  complaint,   and  had  been 
infinitely  more  opprelied  than  America  ;  the  latter  had  never  fub- 
mitted  to  half  the  hurtful  reftriclions  in  which  the  other  had  for 
many  years  quietly  acquiefced.    But  now,  petitions,  remonftrances, 
popular  refolves,  and  parliamentary  aidrefles  were  vigorously  urged, 
and  in  about  four  years   Ireland  was  happily  relieved  from   many 
commercial  reftiaints,  which  fliould  have  been  removed  long  before, 
and  gained  feveral  other  points  which   (he   thought  eflential  to  her 
welfare.     The  volunteers  preferving  a  degree  of  referve  and  decency, 
kept  at  a  certain  diftance,  but  were  nevtr  entirely    out   of  %hr. 

O   3  They 
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The  prevailing  wifli  was  "  a  free  trade  with 
all  the  world,"  and  in  fupport  of  this  pretenfion, 
the  non-importation  agreements  were  enforced, 
and  public  refolutions  paifed,  for  confining  the 
people  to  the  ufe  of  their  own  manufactures, 
"until  all  partial  reitrictions  on  trade,  impofed 
by  the  illiberal  and  contracted  policy  of  the 
fifter-kingdoni,  were  removed."  The  prefs  iliu- 
ed,  with  freedom  and  boldnefs,  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  ;  all  the  difad vantages  arifing  from  the 
connection  with  England  were  recapitulated 
With  acrimony  ;  and  the  conduct  of  government 
and  of  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation,  de- 
picted as  replete  with  cruelty,  felfifhnefs,  tyran- 
ny, and  contempt  °. 

The  ftate  of  the  public  mind  could  not  fail 
to  influence  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifh  par- 
liament. The  earl  of  Buckinghammire,  the 
lord-lieutenant,  opened  the  feffion  with  a  con- 
ciliatory fpeech,aiTuring  both  houles  that  am  id  ft 
the  cares  and  folicitucles  infeparable  from  a 
ftate  of  hoftility,  the  king  had  directed  his  at- 
tention to  the  interefts  and  diftrelfes  of  Ireland  : 
he  had  remitted  a  large  fum  in  fpecie1'  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  would  cheerfully 
co-operate  in  promoting  the  common  interett 
of  all  his  fubjecls.  The  decline  of  the  revenue, 
and  arrears  of  government,  were  mentioned  ; 
the  volunteer  aifociations  approved,  and  the 
attention  of  the  legiflature  directed  to  domeftic 


They  had  been  ferviceable  in  fupporting  the  civil  magiitrate ;  fewer 
cattleSj  houfes,  or  lands  were  kept  by  forcible  pofFefTion ;  fhenfFs 
were  enabled  to  do  their  duty;  fewer  rapes  and  other  enormities 
were  committed  than  ufual  ;  and  here  if  the  volunteers  had  flopped, 
and  we  had  feen  no  more  of  them  after  the  eftablifhment  of  peace, 
their  page  in  hiftory  would  have  been  fair  and  refpeclable." 

•  See  Coniidei  ations  on  the  expediency  and  necefiity  of  the  pre- 
fent  Aflociations.     Remembrancer,  vol.  viii.  p.  185. 

P  Fifty  thouiand  guineas. 

regulations, 
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regulations,  particularly  the  Proteftant  charter    chap. 

fchools,  and  linen  manufacture.  \^~J 

The   addrefs    was  debated  with  great  vio-      *778- 

t  _  ,  1111^1  Debate  on 

lence.  Mr.  Grattan  declared  the  ipeeen  pro-  theaddx-efs 
mifed  much,  but  offered  nothing1;  it  owned 
the  diftreis  of  the  country,  but  prefehte'd  no 
relief:  and  he  moved  an  amendment,  reprefent- 
ing  the  calamities  of  the  nation,  and  befeeching 
his  majefty  for  a  free  trade,  which  was  the  birth- 
right of  every  Irifhman.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  fonie  members  difclaimed  the  authority 
of  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  and 
their  right  to  interfere  in  the  legiflation  of  Ire- 
land,  which  was  an  independent  nation,  fubjecl 
only  to  the  king,  and  to  its  own  lords  and  com- 
mons. Mr.  Grattan's  amendment  being  confi- 
dcred  too  prolix,  was  modified  into  a  declaration, 
that  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  temporizing- 
expedients  would  not  avail ;  the  nation  could 
only  be  faved  from  deftructic-n,  by  a  free  and 
unlimited  trade  to  all  her  ports.  The  addreffes 
were  carried  up  with  great  parade,  and  attend- 
ed with  a  thunder  of  popular  acclamation  ;  the 
duke  of  Leinfter  in  perfon  efcorted  the  fpeaker 
from  the  houfe  of  parliament  to  the  caftle,  the 
ftreets  being  lined  on  both  fides  with  volunteers, 
armed  and  in  uniform. 

Inquiries  were  immediately  instituted  into  ini\0^. 
the  ftate  of  the  penfion  lift,  fecret  fervice,  na-  vember. 
tionaldebt,  expenditure  of  monev  voted  for  the  p0PJ.llar 
defence  or  the  kingdom,   expences  attending 
encampments,  and  the  produce  of  the  hearth- 
tax  ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed   on  the 
ftate  of  the  nation. 

Apprehensive  of  fome  impediment   either  limited^ 
from  the  fupporters  of  government  in  Ireland,  fupplj. 
or  from  the  privy-council  of  Great  Britain,  in 

o  4  the 
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xxxvf*  ^le  P"ncipal  object  of  obtaining  a  free  trade, 

c— v— J   the  popular  party  propofed  to  keep  government 
J77S.      in  dependence  and  fubjection,  by  pafTmga  mo- 
ney bill  to  fupply  the  exchequer  for  fix  months 

Riot  in  only.  As  this  meafure  met  with  violent  oppo- 
sition, the  populace  of  Dublin,  inftigated  per- 
haps by  their  fuperiors,  affumed  the  privilege 
of  directing  the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature. 
A  mob  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  alfembled  before 
the  houfe  of  parliament,  clamouring  for  a  free 
trade,  and  a  iliort  money  bill :  they  flopped  the 
fpeaker  in  his  coach,  and  tendering  an  oath 
to  feveral  of  the  members,  compelled  thofe  who 
had  not  fufficient  firmnefs  for  refiftance  to  bind 
themfelves  by  that  folemn  obligation  to  fup- 
port  the  popular  meafures.  Several  were  in- 
fulted  and  maltreated  ;  but  the  great  itorm  of 
popular  fury  fell  on  Mr.  Scott,  the  attorney- 
general  :  he  was  called  by  name  in  each  of  the 
courts  of  law  and  equity,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe  of  being  put  to  death  ;  his  houfe  was  broke 
open,  and  reduced  to  a  ruin ;  and  while  his 
dwelling  was  filled  with  the  yells  and  execra- 
tions of  the  furious  rabble,  anonymous  letters 
amued  him  that  he  mould  not  furvive  the 
hour  of  his  vote  againft  the  iliort  money  bill. 
The  civil  arm  was  infurncient  to  reftrain  the  tu- 
mult ;  the  weak  inefficiency  of  the  government 
fuffered  the  military  to  be  fuperfeded  by  the 
volunteers,  and  thele  did  not  interfere  further 
than  by  a  deputation  from  the  lawyer's  corps 
unarmed,  perfuading  the  mob,  when  fatiated 

i6tbNov.  with  their  own  excefTcs,  to  difperfe.  The  at ^ 
torney-general  complained  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  but  had  the  mortification  to  hear 
the  fentiments  of  the  populace  eipoufed,  and 
their  conduct  partially  defended;    the  debate 

was 
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was  hardly  lefs  tumultuous  than  the  occafion  chap. 
of  it ;  the  houfe  at  length  agreed  to  addrefs    XXXVI« 
the  lord-lieutenant  to  iflue  a  proclamation  for     %71%. 
apprehending  the  rioters.     The   ihort   money 
bill,  however,  palled,  and,  mortifying  as  fuch  a 
proceeding  mult  have  been,  received  the  fane- 
tion  of  the  privy-council. 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRTY-SEVENTH: 
1779—1780. 
Meeting  of  parliament. — King\sfpeech.  —  Vio- 
lent debates  on   the  addreffes. —  Relief  af- 
forded to  Ireland.  —  Efforts  on  the  fubject 
of  economy.  —  Motion  by  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond. — *• Burke  gives  notice  of   bringing  in 
a  bill  for  economical  reform.  —  Meeting  of 
the  freeholders  ofYorkJhire.  —  Correspond- 
ing committees  appointed.  —  The  example  of 
York/hire  generally  followed.  —  London  com- 
mittee formed.  —  Burke  introduces  his  plan 
of  reform.  —  His  celebrated  fpeech.  —  Re- 
folution  for  abolijhing  the    board  of  trade. 
—  Commiffion    of    accounts    appointed.  — 
Bills  for  excluding  contractors — and  fuf- 
pending  the  votes    of  revenue    officers,  re- 
jected. —  Account     of   places  —  and     of 
penfions  payable  at  the  exchequer    laid   be- 
fore  the   houfe.  —  Duels  between   members 
of  parliament.  —  Debates  on   the  rai/ing  of 
volunteer  regiments.  —  Altercation  between 
lord  North  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton.  — Nu- 
merous  county   and    city  petitions.  —  In- 
temperate language  on  introducing  them.  — 
Difcuffwn  of  the  petitions. — Re  folutions  puf- 
fed on   the  influence  of  the  crown — the  ex- 
penditure  of  the  civil  lift  —  and  the  relief 
of    the   people.    —  The  reflations  report- 
ed.—  Motion  for  account  of  monies  paid  to 
members  of  parliament.  —  Vote  for  render- 
ing certain  officers   incapable  of  fitting.  — 
Illnefs   of  the  fpeaker.  ■ —  Adjournment.  — 
Motion  againft  diffolving  parliament  —  re- 
jected. —  Indignation  of  Fox.  —  Further 
proceedings  on  the  petitions. — Report  of  the 
committee  rej'ufed.  — ■  General  obfervaiions. 

CHAP,    quch    were  the    general  circumftances  of 
, * , '        difaffedtion   and  alarm  at  the  commence- 
ment 
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mcnt  of  a  feffion    of  parliament,  which  in  its   chap* 
progrefs  was  unufually  turbulent,  diitinguilh-    ^^^J" 
ed  for  acrimonious   violence  in  debate,    for-      1779- 
midable  attacks  on  the  ftability  of  government,  ^thf-No,r'r 

J  t>  '    Meeting  of 

and  deluiiveipeculations  on  economy  and  re-  parliament. 
formation  ;  attended  with  unufaal  alfociations 
among  the  people,  and  a  dreadful  explofion  of 
popular  violence  which,  in  the  very  feat  of  go- 
vern ment,  braved  its  authority,  and  left  no 
meafure  for  preserving  the  conftitution,  and 
defending  life  and  property,  but  that,  ever 
abhorrent  to  the  principles  of  freemen,  the  mi- 
litary arm. 

The  king  in  his  fpeech,  laid,  the  parliament  Fin^f* 
was  called  on  by  every  principle  of  duty,  and 
every  confideration  of  intereft,  to  exert  united 
efforts  in  fupport  and  defence  of  the  country, 
attacked  by  an  unjuft  and  unprovoked  war,  and 
contending  with  one  of  the  molt  dangerous 
confederacies  ever  formed.  Aided  by  the  pro- 
tection of  Providence,  the  zeal  of  the  nation, 
and  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  he  was  firmly  re- 
folved  vigoroufly  to  profecute  the  war,  for  the 
purpofe  of  compelling  the  enemy  to  equitable 
terms  of  peac  e. 

He  had  not  been  inattentive  to  the  addrcifes 
of  laft  feffion  refpceVmg  Ireland,  but  had  order- 
ed papers  to  be  laid  before  parliament,  and 
recommended  to  their  confideration  what  fur- 
ther benefits  might  be  extended  to  that  king;- 
dom,  by  regulations  moil  effectually  promoting 
the  common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  intereits  of 
all  his  dominions. 

I  v  oppoiing  the   addrefs,    the  marquis    of  Amer.d. 
Rockingnam  cenfured  the  facility  with  which  JjJjJ'J0*- 
the  t^o  embairadors,  lord  Grantham  and  lord  movedin 
Stormont,  had  fuffered   themfelves  to  be  dc-  the  Iord8« 
ceived  by  the  craft   of  Spain  and  France,  and 
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chap,  the  confidence  with  which  minifters  had  af- 
SSHi1"  nirerl  parliament  that  treaties  inimical  to  the 
J779-  interefts  of  Great  Britain  were  not  in  exiftence 
or  even  in  embryo.  The  addrefs  recognized 
the  bleffings  of  his  majefty's  government;  but 
that  recognition  was  unfounded  in  truth,  and 
an  infult  to  the  houfe.  No  bias,  no  prejudice, 
no  temptation,  could  fo  far  confound  truth  and 
reaibn  with  their  oppofites,  as  to  convert  the 
very  caufe  of  our  misfortunes  into  bleffings. 
There  was  a  time,  indeed,  at  which  he  could 
have  congratulated  the  King  on  the  bleffings 
enjoyed  under  his  government.  He  remem- 
bered when  his  majeily  afcended  the  throne  of 
his  anceftors  with  glory  and  luftre ;  but  for  the 
laftfeventeen  vears  thofe  bleffings  had  gradual- 
ly  decreafed,  and  the  nation  was  reduced  to  an 
unexampled  ftate  of  degradation.  This  change 
he  attributed  to  a  baleful  and  pernicious  fyftem 
of  unconftitutional  control  and  advice.  As 
the  fvftem  was  wrong  in  i  ts  firft  concoction,  fo  its 
effects  were  extended  to  every  department. 
The  greateft  officers  were  driven  from  the  fer- 
vice,  and  profcribed,  in  a  period  of  the  moil  im- 
minent danger ;  and  lord  Sandwich  was  not 
afhamed  to  retain  his  office,  although  he  knew 
that-  his  continuance  precluded  naval  com- 
manders of  the  moft  exalted  character  and  abi- 
lities from  ferving  their  country. 

From  the  unpopularity  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  the  marquis  turned  to  its  caufe, 
his  perfonal  incapacity,  which  he  inftanced  in 
the  negligent  defence  of  the  northern  mores  of 
the  kingdom  :  the  town  of  Hull  was  kept  in 
continual  alarm  by  apprehenfions  of  Paul 
Jones  ;  captain  Pierfon  was  relied  on  as  fuf- 
ficient  in  force  for  their  protection  ;  but  to  the 
utter  difappointment  of  the  inhabitants,  he  was 
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unable  with  the  moft  refolute  valour,  to  prevent   c H  ap. 
his  own  capture.  xxxvn. 

The  discontents  in  Ireland  were  afcribed  to  1779. 
the  bad  faith  of  minitters,  who  promifed  to 
produce  meafures  for  their  relief  before  the 
rifing  of  parliament ;  but,  although  the  feihon. 
continued  feven  weeks,  paid  no  further  atten- 
tion to  the  fubjecl ;  the  people  were  confequent- 
ly  left  in  fufpence,  the  aifociators  we  re  permitted 
to  become  important,  and  conceihons,  which 
would  then  have  been  received  as  favours,  were 
now  demanded  as  rights  not  to  be  refigned, 
modified,  or  qualified.  The  marquis  then  ad- 
verted to  the  progrefs  of  hoftilities  in  America, 
cenfuring  with  unreftrained  fe  verity  the  procla- 
mation jlfued  by  the  commirTioners,  as  an  accurf- 
ed  manifeito,  the  forerunner  of  a  war  of  the  moil 
horrid  and  diabolical  nature  ;  a  war  not  mere- 
lv  contrary  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  to  the 
acknowledged  principles  of  morality  and  hu- 
manity, to  the  laws  of  war,  and  the  modes  of 
carrvino-  on  hoftilities  among  Turkiih  and 
other  fanguinary  nations ;  but  to  the  lail  de- 
gree bloody,  malignant,  and  diabolical.  It 
would  be  a  precedent  and  a  juftification  to 
France  and  Spain  in  landing  on  the  leaft  de- 
fended parts  of  the  Britilh  coait,  and  commit- 
ting ravages,  without  hope  of  benefit.  He  ac- 
cordingly moved  an  amendment  omitting;  the 
whole  addrefs  except  the  title,  and  "befeeching 
hismaieftv  to  reflect  on  the  extent  of  territory, 
the  power,  the  opulence,  the  reputation  abroad, 
and  the  concord  at  home,  which  diftin^uiihed 
the  opening  of  his  reign,  and  marked  it  as  the 
moft  happy  and  fplcndid  period  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  nation;  and  on  the  endangered,  im- 
poverished, enfeebled,  diftracled,  and  even  dif- 
membeied  ftate  of  the  whole,  after  all  the  grants 

of 
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chap,  of  fucceffive  parliaments,  liberal  to  profufion, 
^XXJi>L  anc*  tr.ufting  to  the  very  utmoft  extent  of  ra- 
J779.  tional  confidence."  Nothing  could  prevent 
the  confummation  of  public  ruin,  he  obferved, 
but  new  councils  and  new  counfellors,  and  a 
real  change,  from  a  fmcere  conviction  of  paft 
errors,  and  not  a  mere  palliation,  which  mull 
prove  fruitlefs. 

The  debate  engaged  an  extenfive  difcuffion 
on  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  and  all  its  depen- 
dencies,   which  was   reprefented  as   moft  de- 
plorable by  the  dukes  of  Richmond  and  Graf- 
ton, lord  Shelburne,  lord  Camden,  lord  Effing*- 
ham,  lord  Townfhend,  and  lord  Lyttleton,  who 
again  appeared  in  the  ranks  of  oppoiition,  and 
decried  the  American  war,  as  a  mad  Quixotic 
fally.     The  caufe  of  government  was  ably  de- 
fended by  the  lords  in  adminiftration,  to  whofe 
particular  departments  the  fpecific  complaints 
applied.     Lord  Stormont  denied  that  the  cala- 
mities which  furrounded  the  nation  ought  to 
be  aicribed   to  the  confederacy   in   arms,  the 
ntuation  of  Ireland,  or  the  conduct  of  minifters; 
but  they  arofe  from  internal  cliviiion,  and  the 
violent  and  incautious  Ians^iaare  too  often  held 
in  parliament.     Lord  Mansfield  declared,  that 
from  the  diltrefTed   and   perilous  lituation   of 
the  country,  he  was   perfuaded  nothing  but  a 
full  and  comprehend ve union  of  all  parties,  and 
all  men,  could  effect  its  falvation  :  he  was  old 
enough  to  remember  the  realm  in  very  embar- 
raffed   fituations ;  he  had   feen   violent  party 
nrugglcs,   but  no   previous  time  prefented  an 
image  of  theprefent.     How  far  the  temper  of 
the  nation  and  ftate  of  parties  might  admit  of 
a  coalition,  he  could  not  decide  ;  but  the  event 
was  devoutly  to   be   wilhed.     Such    was  the 
alarming  ftate  of  affairs,  that  the  country  loudly 

claimed 
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claimed  the  affiftance  of  every  heart  and  hand  ;    chap. 
and  though  fuch  a  co-operation  might  prevent  ^JXJJ* 
defpair,   yet  the  moft  confident  and  reiblute  of     1779; 
mankind   muft  difcern   fuihcient  motives    to 
ftagger  his   confidence,  and  make  his  refolu- 
tion. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. q 

LordJohx  Cavendish  moved  an  amend-  in  the 
ment  to  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  houle  oi 
agreeing  verbatim  with  that  of  the  marquis  of  ' 
Ptockino-ham.  The  dehate  was  conducted  with 
great  aiperity,  and  few  inftances  are  found  in 
hiftory  of  fo  great  an  intemperance  of  fpeech. 
The  mover  of  the  amendment,  adverting  with 
a  fneerto  the  mention  of  Divine  Providence  in 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  obferved,  Provi- 
dence was  indeed  the  great  ally  to  whom  alone 
the  kingdom  owed  its  prefervaiion  ;  an  in- 
ferior fleet,  a  defenceleis  coaft,  an  exhaufted 
treafury,  pfefented  an  eafy  prey  to  the  enemy  ; 
minifters  lupine,  negligent,  and  divided,  had 
brought  the  realm  to  the  verge  of  deftrucaion; 
but  Providence  interpofed,  and  the  danger  blew 
over.  Such  were  the  glaring  abfurdities,  cri- 
minal omiflions,  and  fcandalous  inconfifteueies 
of  adminiftration,  that,  unlefsthey  were  baniih- 
ed  from  the  royal  prefence,  and  this  fyftem 
totally  overturned,  the  nation  muft  inevitably 
fall  under  the  power  of  its  enemies. 

The  king,  it  was  obferved,  had  not  in  his 
fpeech  once  mentioned  America:  the  accurfed 
war  with  that  country  had  colt  many  millions 
of  money,  many  thousands  of  lives,  yet  it  was 
not  noticed  by  the  king,  unlefs  included  in  the 
general  term,  "all  my  dominions,"  though  by 
the  omiflion  of  a  more  particular  mention,  it 
might  be   fuppofed   the   king  faw  the  necef- 

1  %i  to  4.1. 
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chap,  fity  of  renouncing    all  claim  to   fovereignty 

SJZil/  over  tne  c°l°nies- 
j 779»         The  internal  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and 

the  protection  of  its  external  pofl'efiions,  the 
guaranty  of  trade,  and  the  honour  of  the  na- 
tional flag  were  fhamefully  and  wickedly  neg- 
lected. Enormous  fums  had  been  voted  for  the 
army,  and  expended  without  an  appearance  of 
economy  ;  inftead  of  detaching  parts  for  occa- 
fional  fervices,  the  umvieldy  machine  was  kept 
idle  and  inactive  at  home.  The  modelling  of 
the  military  bodv  was  fcandalous  and  uniuft: 
the  experienced  veteran  was  fuperfeded  by  the 
raw  fubaltern,  who  had  the  advantage  not  of 
fuperior  merit,  but  fuperior  patronage  ;  and 
thus  the  quick  fenfe  of  honour,  irritated  at 
undeferved  indignity,  was  exhaufted  in  com- 
plaints and  mui'murings.  The  terrified  merchant 
tr ufted  with  reluctance  his  property  on  the 
fea,  while  the  channel  was  covered  with  the 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  and  the  intercourfe 
with  the  ocean  in  a  great  meafure  intercepted. 
Thefe  confiderations  deprefled  the  fpirits  of  all 
who  were  engaged  in  commerce,  and  affected 
the  manufactures  of  the  nation.  The  lower 
clafs  of  people  were  unemployed,  and  the  value 
of  land  fufTered  an  alarming  and  rapid  decreafe. 
In  the  Weft  Indies,  Dominica,  captured,  St. 
Vincent's  wrefted  from  us,  and  Grenada  once 
more  under  the  obedience  of  Fiance.  Mif- 
fortune  and  dejection  were  imprelfed  on  the 
countenance  of  every  gentleman  who  had  pro- 
perty inthofe  iflands  ;  their  fortunes  had  been 
crufhed,  if  not  annihilated,  by  the  iliock.  The 
coat!  of  Scotland  was  naked  and  defencelefs  ; 
Paul  Jones  might  have  deftroyed  Glafgow, 
Leith,  Greenock,  and  Edinburgh  :  the  people 
of  Dumfriesmire  had  petitioned  for  arms,   but 

fuftained 
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fuftaincd  a  mortifying  rcfufal.     Plymouth,  the  chap. 
feeond  naval  arfenal  in  the  kingdom,  had  been   ^^^Zli" 
left  undefended.     Providenee  alone   had  pro-      iJ79\ 
tceicd  it;  for  iiich  was  the   fuperiofity  of  the 
combined  fleets,  that  the  Britiih  navy  lkulked 
in   the   channel,    biding  among  the  rocks  for 
fafetv,  and  ftealing  out   without  daring  to  fire 
fignal  guns  ;  while  the  artillery  of  the  enemy 
thundered  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  and  kept 
Plymouth  in   continual  alarm.     The  gapifon 
was  ib  weak,  and  fo  little  capable  of  reliftance, 
that  had   the  enemy   landed,  they  muft   have 
deftroyed  the    town  :   "  We  would    have    met 
them,"  laid  Mr   M  in  chin,    "with  the  fpirit  of 
Enghlnmen,   but  fure  I  am  that  to  a  man  we 
mult  have  perilbed." 

In  the  courfe  of  debate,  an  aflertion  was  at- 
tributed to  the  friends  of  adminiftration,  that 
the  king  was  his  ownminiiter,  his  own  admiral 
in  chief,  his  own  general,  his  own  fecretary,  his 
own  president  of  the  council,  and  his  own 
financier.  Although  lord  North  denied  the 
aflertion,  Fox  animadverted  on  it  as  a  doctrine 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  tending  to  re- 
move  refponfibility  from  thole  who  ought  to 
bear  it,  to  him  who  can  do  no  wrong,  and  can- 
not be  called  to  account.  But  though  in  ge- 
neral  the  evils  of  a  reign  might  be  attributed 
to  wicked  miniiiers,  hill  then  thofe  amounted 
to  a  certain  height,  the  minifters  were  forgot, 
and  the  prince  alone  encountered  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people.  Charles  I.  and  James  II. 
paid  for  the  crimes  of  their  minifters,  the 
one  with  his  life,  the  other  with  his  crown  : 
their  fate  prefented  a  falutary  admonition  for 
fucceeding  fovereigns,  to  reftrain  and  not 
blindly  follow  the  dictates  of  their  fervants. 
It  was  not  afecretj  nor  iliould  it  be  a  moment 

vol.  in.  y  ubfent 
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chap.   at>fent  from   the  king's   recolleclion,  that  he 
xxxvir.    owed  his  crown    to  the   delinquency   of  the 

^779^  Stuart  family.  The  pretentions  of  that  unfor- 
tunate and  detefted  race  could  occafion  no 
alarm ;  but  were  one  of  them  remaining, 
what  fcope  for  upbraidings  and  remonftrances 
could  he  not  find  in  the  prefent  reign.  "  You 
have  baniihed  my  ancetiors,"  he  might  ex- 
claim, "  from  the  throne,  and  barred  the 
fcepUe  againft  all  his  progeny  for  the  mifcon- 
du6l  of  his  minifters,  yet  your  prefent  mi- 
nifters  are  ten  times  more  wicked  and  igno- 
rant ;  and  whilft  you  give  your  fovereign  the 
title  of  beft  of  princes,  his  minifters  have 
rendered  his  reign,  beyond  comparifon,  the 
moft  infamous  that  ever  difgraced  the  na- 
tion." 

"  No  period  in  the  hiftofy  of  the  country," 
he  obferved,  "  furnimed  a  parallel  to  the  prefent, 
except  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  His  family, 
like  that  of  the  king,  did  not  claim  the  croAvn 
by  hereditary  defcent ;  both  owed  it  to  revo- 
lutions; both  were  amiable  and  pious  princes. 
Henry  was  the  fon  of  the  moft  renowned  mo- 
narch that  ever  fat  on  the  throne;  George  was 
grandfon  of  a  hero ;  Henry  loft  all  his  father's 
conquefts,  and  all  his  hereditary  provinces  in 
France;  George  had  already  feenthe  conquefts 
of  his  grandfather  wrefted  from  him  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  his  hereditary  provinces  of  America 
erected  into  an  empire,  that  difclaimed  all  con- 
nection. Brighter  profpccls  could  not  be  ima- 
gined than  thofe  which  diftinguilhed  the  com- 
mencement of  his  majefty's  reign  :  pofFeifed  of 
immenfe  dominions,  and  the  warmeft  affec- 
tions of  his  people,  his  acccftion  was  highly 
flattering  to  himfelf  and  his  fubje6ts.  How 
fadly  was  the  fcene  reverfed  !  his  empire  dis- 
membered, 
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membered,  his  counfels  diftra&ed,  and  his  fub-  chap. 
jects  abating  their  fondnefs  for  his  perfoti.  The  xsayii 
patience  of  the  people  was  not  unlimited  :  they  1779- 
would  at  laft  do  them f elves  iuftiee  bv  itifur- 
reetions  ;  and  though  the  attendant  calami- 
ties could  not  be  juftified,  or  compenfated  by 
any  refulting  good,  yet  they  were  inevitable. 
Treachery,  and  not  ignorance,  muft  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  national  counfels,  to  reduce  the 
nation  to  fo  miferable  a  condition  ;  the  minifter 
might  flatter  himlelf  in  the  protection  of  a 
majority,  or  fecurity  of  the  law;  but  when 
a  nation  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  irate  of  wretch- 
ednefs  and  diffraction  that  the  laws  could  af- 
ford the  people  no  relief,  they  would  afford  the 
miniirers,  who  had  caufed  the  evil,  but  little 
protection.  What  the  law  of  the  land  could 
not,  the  law  of  nature  would  accomplish  ;  the 
people  would  inevitably  take  up  arms;  and  the 
firft  characters  in  the  kingdom  would  be  feen 
in  the  ranks  !" 

Lord  George  Gordon,  whofe  intempe- 
rate fanaticifm,  and  audacious  virulence,  had 
often  (literaced  the  houfe,  infilled  that  the  king's 
fpeech  abounded  in  impropriety,  and  was  de- 
ficient in  common-fenfe  :  the  miniftry  were  no 
lefs  odious  in  Ireland  than  in  England  ;  and 
the  people  of  Scotland  were  almoft  equally 
prepared  to  rife  in  oppofition.  Adverting  to 
the  refufal  to  permit  the  arming  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Dumfriesihirc,  he  read  a  letter  to  the 
duke  of  Queenfbury  from  the  fecretary  at  war  : 
then  fuddenly  apoilrophifmg  that  minifter, 
"and  you,  Charles  Jenkinfon,5'  he  exclaimed, 
"how  durft  you  write  fuch  a  letter!  Robert 
Bruce  would  not  have  dared  to  write  fuch  a 
one :  and  yet  the  fecretary  of  an  elector  of 
Hanover,  has  had   the  prefumption  to  do  it: 
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chap,  the  royal  family  of  Stuart  were  banimed  for 
xxxv u.  not  attending  to  the  voice  of  their  people;  and 
vet  the  elector  of  Hanover  is  not  afraid  to  dif- 
regard  it.  Sir  Hugh  Smithlon,  earl  Percy, 
(duke  of  Northumberland)  armed  cap-a-pie, 
marches  at  the  head  of  all  the  cheefemongers 
and  grocers  from  Temple  Bar  to  Brentford, 
and  the  great  earl  Douglas  of  Scotland  is  not 
to  be  entrufted  with  arms.  The  Scotch  are 
irritated  at  this  partiality;  and  in  point  of  re- 
ligion they  are  exafpcrated,  as  they  are  con- 
vinced the  king  is  aPapift." 

This  torrent  of  ribaldry  was  arretted  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  fpeaker,  but  unlimited 
acrimony  prevailed  during  the  whole  debate. 
The  adherents  of  administration  were  loaded 
with  perfonal  abule,  and  national  reflections 
were  not  fpared.  "  Three  northern  oracles 
of  the  long-robe,  recommended,  no  doubt, 
to  favour  by  the  lingular  loyalty  of  their 
houfes,  had  introduced,"  Temple  Luttrel  faid, 
"  a  baleful  policy  into  the  government.  '  Taxa- 
tion or  ftarvation,'  was  the  laconic  and  ener- 
getic expreffion  of  the  lord  advocate  of  Scot- 
land :  \  Let  loofe  the  lavage  Indians,  more 
fierce  than  the  blood-hounds  of  Columbus,  and 
employ  the  negro  fervants  to  butcher  their 
mailers, '  exclaims  the  attorney-general:  'The 
Rubicon,  the  Rubicon,'  is  the  word  of  the  chief 
juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  the  laft  of  this  wor- 
thy, amiable  triumvirate,  '  We  mult  go  forward 
through  profcriptions,  devaftation,  and  car- 
nage.' And  this  our  modern  hero  of  the  Ru- 
bicon,  who  mult  foon  render  an  awful  account 
before  a  judge  far  mightier  than  himfelf,  in- 
ftead  of  leaving  commentaries  on  the  laws  and 
conftitution  of  England,  will  bequeath  com- 
mentaries on  the  American   campaigns,  from 
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which  future  leaders   under   avengeful   com-  chap. 
millions,   may  learn  their  belt  leffons  of  bar-  ^™' 
baritv,  and  improve  in  every  art  of  increafing     1779. 
human   wretched nefs.      And    yet   the    day   is 
not  far  diftant,  when  (in  the  words  of  their 
countryman  Macbeth)  they  ihall  call  out  in 
a  woeful  concert — '  we  but  teach  bloody  in- 
nruftions,  which  being  taught,  return  to  plague 
the  inventors'.  " 

Perhaps  this  unufual  virulence  of  inveclive, 
enabled  miniftcrs  to  make  their  defence  more 
readily  than  a  temperate  oppofition,  joined 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  would  have 
allowed  them  to  expect.  The  extreme  irrita- 
bility and  indecent  violence  of  the  minority, 
juftiried  the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Adam,  that 
thefe  days  exhibited  the  political  phenomenon 
of  an  unfuccefsful  miniitry,  and  an  unpopular  , 
oppofition. 

All  the  minifters  concurred  in  denying 
that  they  had  endeavoured  to  evade  refpon- 
fibility,  by  implicating  the  perfonal  character 
of  his  majefty  in  their  meafures;  fuch  an 
attempt  would  not  have  been  lefs  abfurd 
than  unconftitutional,  fince  the-  law  annexed 
to  their  fituations  a  refponfibility,  which  no 
artifice  could  compromife  or  avoid.  The  prin- 
cipal defence  of  administration  relied  on  lord 
North,  who  reduced  the  whole  matter  of  com- 
plaint againft  the  cabinet  to  the  fmgle  facl,  that 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon  polleHed  a  greater  naval 
force  than  Great  Britain.  That  they  had  been 
permitted  to  collect  this  force  unmolefted  and 
undifturbed,  could  not  be  imputed  as  a  crime; 
but  a  review  of  the  campaign,  would  iliew  that 
difgrace,  not  honour,  had  accrued  to  them  from 
its  progrefs.  They  had  equipped  a  formidable 
armament,  threatened,  performed  nothing,  and 
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chap,  retired :  their  profeiled  obiect  was  in vafion,  they 
Vi-v-il"  a  not  dared  to  make  the  attempt,  and  were 
1779.  therefore  foiled;  their  armaments  had  paraded 
to  no  purpofe,  and  their  millions  were  fquan- 
dered  in  vain  ;  he  almoft  wiihed  they  had 
landed,  convinced  that  a  Britifli  militia  would 
have  added  defeat  to  their  prefent  difgrace. 
It  was  not  candid  in  oppofition  to  attribute 
the  protection  of  our  trade  entirely  to  Provi- 
dence ;  it  could  not  cfcape  their  penetration, 
that  for  an  admiral  with  thirty-fix  or  forty  fail 
of  the  line,  to  keep  in  check  a  fleet  coniifting 
of  fixfry-lix  fail,  required  more  than  common 
abilities  ;  nor  could  they  refufe  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  by  keeping,  together  fuch  an  im~ 
menfe  armament,  which  might  otherwife  have 
been  fepafated  and  employed  on  fpecific  opera- 
tions, the  Britilh  admiral  had  rendered  an  im- 
portant Service  to  trade,  and  merited  admiration 
and  applauie.  It  was  aiked,  Why  the  junction 
of  the  two  hoftile  fleets  had  not  been  prevented  ? 
Such  had  been  the  intention  of  minifters,  but 
the  French,  in  order  to  anticipate  it,  had  put 
to  lea  in  fo  bad  a  ftate  of  preparation,  that 
many  of  their  mips  were  afterwards  obliged  to 
return  into  port.  The  Britifh  fleet,  on  which  the 
cxiftence  of  the  nation  depended,  could  not, 
for  the  fake  of  avoiding:  delav,  fail  in  an  im- 
perfect  condition,  but  had  Sir  Charles  Hardy 
known  in  the  fummer  the  internal  ftate  of  the 
combined  fleet,  he  would  have  defired  and 
fought  an  engagement,  which,  from  the  health, 
i'pirit,  activity,  and  fuperior  naval  fkill  of  the 
liritifli  fquadron,  could  only  have  terminated 
gloriouily  for  the  country.  Plymouth  had 
been  reinforced  at  the  moment  of  danger, 
and  was  now  in  a  condition  to  defy  the  united 
efforts  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  the  navy  was 
*  daily 
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daily  augmenting,  and  though  he  was  averfe   char 
to  render  disappointment  dreadful,  by  fanguine  ^j^"' 
predictions,  he  had  the  firmeft  hope  of  a  bril-      1779. 
liant  campaign  in  the  fpring. 

The  fecretary  at  war,  vindicated  or  palliated 
feveral  imputed  ac~ts  of  mifeonduel;  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  army  ;  and  the  attorney-gene* 
ral  and  Mr.  Dundas,  reinforced  lord  North's 
general  arguments,  with  many  judicious  and 
appofite  obfcrvations.  The  amendment  was 
negatived. r 

I?f   thefe    debates    frequent  alluvions    were  A  /Fairs  of 
made  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  the  miferies  j'Jla,nrdd 
and  expectations  of  the  people :    the  members 
of  administration  in  both  houfes,  gave  pofitive 
aiTurances,  that  plans  and  arrangements  were 
in  contemplation,  which  would  give  entire  fa- 
tisfaclion  to  that  branch  of  the  empire.     Before 
thefe  intentions  could  be  put   in   execution, 
lord  Shelburne,  having  obtained  a  fummons  of  iftDec. 
the  houfe,  recapitulated  the  proceedings  of  the  Lord  Shel- 
laft  fclfion,  blamed  the  delay  of  miniiters   in  motion. 
affording   relief,    and   attributed  to  that   cir- 
cumftance,  the  prevalent  difaffeclion  and  for- 
midable front  of  refiftance   in    Ireland.     The 
government  had  been  abdicated,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  juftified,  by  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  laws  of  felf  prefervation,  in 
refuming  the  powers.     He  would  not,  however, 
gather  their  fentiments  from  the  proceedings 
of  county  and  town  meetings,    the  language 
of  affociations,  and  the  general  fpirit,  but  con- 
fine himfelf  to  an  authentic  ftate  paper;  the 
addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,   which 
declared  that   "  nothing  lei's  than  a  free  trade 
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chap,   would  refcue  the  kingdom  from  ruin."     This 
xrava.   M...s  tjie  ul)jtecj  voice  0f  the  nation,  conveyed 

to  the  throne,  through  the  proper  conftitutional 
organs  ;  in  it,  all  parties  and  defcriptiqns  of 
men  concurred  ;  Church  of  England  men, 
Iloman  Catholics,  diffenters-  and  fectaries  of 
every  clafs  ;  whigs  and  tories,  placemen,  pen- 
fioners,  and  country  gentlemen:  Eng-lifhmen  by 
birth,  in  lhort,  every  man  m  and  out  of  parlia- 
ment:  fucli  was  the  prefent  temper  of  Ireland. 
When,  during  the  law  fefiion,  their  affairs  were 
fubmitted  to  parliament,  moderate  conceflion, 
and  the  hope  of  obtaining  more  in  future,  would 
have  fatisfied  them  ;  but  now,  from  the  miff 
conduct,  incapacity,  and  above  all,  the  ihame- 
ful  inattention  of  mini  Iters,  Great  Britain  was 
driven  to  the  melancholy  terms  of  fubmitting 
to  the  dictates  of  Ireland,  or  of  lofmg  Ireland 
as  well  as  America.  He  attributed  much  of 
this  mifconduct  to  lord  North,  who  eternally 
flept  when  he  mould  be  awake,  was  fcarcely 
ever  attentive,  but  when  alacrity  led  to  error, 
and  who  never  moved  with  more  than  his  ac- 
cuftomed  pace,  however  preffing  the  exigency 
or  imminent  the  peril :  fimilar,  in  this,  to  the 
Trench  general,  who,  though  he  received  intel- 
ligence that  forty  thoufand  men  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  furrounded,  could  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  put  his  horfe  into  a  trot. 

His  lordibip  reviewed  the  complaints  and 
grievances  of  Ireland,  attributing  them  chief- 
ly to  the  power  of  the  crown,  in  difburling  the 
hereditary  revenue,  and  the  mifchievous  dif- 
pofal  of  church  preferment,  and  to  the  rejection 
of  bills  calculated  for  relief,  by  the  interference 
of  the  miniiter  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
From  thefe  caufes,   inftead  of  ten  or  twelve 

thoufand 


GEORGE     III.  217 

thoufand  affociators,  full  four  limes  the  number  chap. 
were  well  armed  and  accoutred.,  and  daily  im-  X^F^' 
proving  in  discipline.     The  honour  and  dignity     »7?9- 
of  the  crown  were  difgraced.     The  fword  was 
dropped  ;  and  the  people  had  taken  it  up,  on  the 
double  motive  of  defending  themfelves  againft 
a  foreign  enemy,  and  obtaining  by  arms  juf- 
tice,  which,  as  in  the  cafe  of  America,  had  been 
denied  to  their  humble  applications,  and   the 
repeated  narratives  of  their  calamities  and  dif- 
trefs.     He   concluded  by  moving   a  vote  of 
cenfure  on    minifters,   for  neglecting  to   take 
effectual  meafures  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  in 
confequence  of  the   addrefs    of  the     l  ]  th   of 
May,  and  fuffering  the  difcontents  to  arife  to 
a  height  which  endangered  the  political  con- 
nection of  the  two  countries. 

Lord  Hillsborough  defended  the  con- 
duct of  adminiftration,  and  proved  that  no 
delay  could  be  fairly  imputed  ;  meafures  for 
relief  of  Ireland  could  not  be  adopted  by 
government,  but  muft  flow  from  the  legiilature, 
and  could  not  be  entered  on  without  proper 
information.  A  letter  had  been  written  in  May 
to  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  an  anfwer  received 
only  in  June,  replete  with  important  informa- 
tion ;  fince  which  time,  minifters  had  been 
indefatigably  employed  in  making  arrange- 
ments, and  the  refult  would  be  fpeedily  com- 
municated to  parliament. 

Much  extraneous  matter  was  introduced 
into  the  debate,  as  well  by  lord  Shelburnc,  as 
thole  who  followed  him,  tending  to  convey 
cenfure  both  on  particular  members  of  the 
cabinet,  and  on  the  collective  body  of  admi- 
niftration.  Lord  Abingdon  recited  a  threat  of 
lord  Lvttleton,  who  died  fince  the  beginning 
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of  thefeffion  ;s  importing  that  he  would  reveal 
matters  refpectiug  the  niiniftry,  which  all  their 
arts  of  impofition,  and  hitherto  unihaken  effron- 
tery, could  not  countervail.  The  marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham related  an  anecdote  refpe&mg  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  clerkihip  of  the  pells  from  Mr.  Fox 
to  beftow  it  on  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  which  loaded  the 
Irifh  eftabliihment  with  an  addition  of  three 
thoufand  pounds  ayear.  Lord  Goweroppofed  the 
motion,  though  convinced  that  the  cenfure  was 
well  founded;  "  he  had  prefided"  he  faid  "  for 
fome  years  at  the  council  table,  and  had  feen 
fuch  things  pafs  there  of  late,  that  no  man  of 
honour  or  confcience  could  fit  any  longer." 
T he  times  required  explicit  declarations;  he 
had  fupported  the  American  war,  on  principle, 
and  was  ftill  confident  that  the  refources  of  the 
country  were  fufficient  to  refill  the  dangerous 
confederacy  by  which  it  was  oppofed  ;  but  to 
profit  by  thofe  refources,  energy  and  effect  muft 
be  reftored  to  government.  Lord  Shelburne's 
motion  was  negatived.1 

On  the  fame  day  in  which  this  motion  was 
difcuffed  in  the  upper  houfe,  lord  North  Com- 
municated to  the  commons  additional  papers 
on  the  fubje6t  of  Ireland,  promifing  the  re- 
mainder with  all  convenient  expedition,  and 
that  in  eight  days  he  would  introduce  a  plan, 
which  would  convince  the  lifter  kingdom 
of  the  genuine  goodwill  towards  her,  which 
governed  his  majefty's  counfels.  This  intima- 
tion did  not  prevent  the  earl  of  LTpper  Oflbry 
from  introducing  to  the  houfe  a  motion  of 
cenfure,  exactly  fimilar  to  that  of  lord  Shel- 
"burne,  which  he  inforced  by  nearly  the  fame 
arguments. 


*  27th  November  1779. 
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Til  E  motion  was  oppofed  on  the  general  prin-  chap. 
cipie  that  no  neglect  had  been  proved,  and  that  ^^f^ 
the  charge  was  not  fpecifically  pointed.  The  «779- 
grievances  of  Ireland  did  not  originate  with 
the  prefentminifters  ;  nor  was  any  act  of  theirs 
included  in  the  complaint,  which  embraced  a 
feries  of  acls  of  parliament  from  the  twelfth  of 
Charles  II.  to  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
reign,  but  none  iince  his  majefty's  acceffion. 
The  Iriili  deiired  a  free  trade.  Had  the  mi- 
niftry  reftrained  their  trade  ?  on  the  contrary 
they  had  enlarged  it ;  they  had  given  bounties 
on  the  Newfoundland  fiihery,  encouraged 
the  growth  of  hemp  and  tobacco  ;  permitted 
the  exportation  of  woollen  for  cloathing  the 
troops  of  that  country,  and  of  feveral  articles 
to  the  Weft  Indies  and  the  coaft  of  Africa: 
they  had  conferred  more  benefits  on  the  Iriih 
nation  in  the  compafs  of  a  few  years  than  all 
the  other  adminiftrations  fince  the  Revolution. 
Earl  Nugent,  though  he  loved  his  native 
country,  difapproved  the  motion.  He  had 
propofed  (and  he  conhdered  the  proportion 
founded  in  wifdom  and  liberality)  to  relieve 
Ireland  from  the  reftrictions  on  commerce. 
His  views  were  to  produce  equal  benefits  to 
both  countries  (for  God  forbid  he  mould  ad- 
vance any  local  interefl  to  the  general  preju- 
dice of  the  Britifh  empire)  and  grant  tolreland 
every  indulgence  which  could  proinife  lubftan- 
tial  benefit  without  injury  to  Great  Britain. 
Many  branches  of  manufacture  and  commerce 
were  monopolized,  to  the  great  detriment  and 
impoveriihment  of  Ireland,  without  materiaL 
benefit  to  England. 

I  nt  difcumns;  the  mere  merits  of  the  motion, 
few  opportunities  occurred  of  blaming  or  dif- 
trefiing  adminiftratiou  ;  but  the  moltperverfe 

and 
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chap,  and  malignant  mode  was  adopted  of  drawing 
^^y^-  parallels  be i ween  Ireland  and  America;  ftating 
t779.  the  conduct  of  the  one  to  be  no  leis  rebellious 
than  that  of  the  other,  and  braving  the  mini- 
iter  to  exercife  fimilar  vengeance.  "  Ireland,'* 
it  was  faid,  "  fpurned  at  the  Britifli  claim  of 
dominion ;  confidering  herfelf  free  and  indepen- 
dent, and  was  determined  to  maintain  the  prin- 
ciple. A  mob  had  rifen  in  Dublin,  and  non-im- 
portation agreements  had  taken  place;  why  not, 
like  ill-fated  Bofton,  flint  up  the  port  of  Dublin, 
burn  Cork,  reduce  Waterford  to  allies  ?  Why  not 
prohibit  all  popular  meetings  in  that  kingdom, 
and  deftroy  all  popular  elections?  Why  not 
alter  the  uftial  mode  of  ftriking  juries,  as  was 
done  by  the  Maflkchuflets  charter  acf  ?  Why 
not  bring  the  Dublin  rioters  over  to  this  coun- 
_r  try  to  be  tried  by  an   Engliih  jury?  Why  not 

ihut  up  their  ports,  and  prevent  them  from 
trading  with  each  other?  And  laftly,  why  not 
declare  them  out  of  the  king's  peace  ?  In  fhort, 
why  not  profcribe  the  principal  leaders  who  held 
commilhons,  not  under  the  crown,  but  by  the 
election  of  the  very  corps  which  they  command- 
ed, and  declare  the  whole  kingdom  in  rebellion? 
Theanfwer  was  plain  and  direct :  minifters  dare 
not :  fad  and  dear-bought  experience  had 
taught  them  the  folly  as  well  as  impractica- 
bility of  fuch  meafures ;  the  danger  of  the  pre- 
fent  awful  moment  made  infolence  and  arro- 
gance give  way  to  fear  and  humiliation  !  The 
motion  was  rejected." 
13th  Dec.  Lord  North,  in  purfuance  of  his  promife, 
forded  to  introduced  three  proportions  for  the  relief  of 
Leknd.  Ireland,  allowing  a  free  export  of  wool,  woollens, 
and  wool  flocks  ;  of  glafs  and  all  kinds  of  glafs 
manufactures ;  and  a  free  trade  with  the  Britifli 
plantations  on  certain  conditions  ;  the  bails  of 
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-which  was  an  equality  of  taxes  and  cuftoms.  chap. 
The  minifter's  fpeech  was  one  of  the  molt  able,  x^™' 
intelligent,  and  fatisfaelory  whieli  had  ever  1779. 
been  delivered  in  parliament.  The  two  fir  ft 
bills  patied  without  delay;  the  third  was  ar- 
retted jn  its  progrefs  till  the  ientimcnts  of  the 
Iriih  eould  be  ascertained.  But  although  great 
pains  were  taken  to  inflame  the  pride,  and 
inereale  the  pretentions  of  that  nation,  by  re- 
prefenting  the  coneellions  as  matter  of  right 
not  of  favour,  as  a  tribute  to  their  military 
fpirit,  not  as  a  i'pontaneous  effufion  of  affection, 
the  Iriiii  parliament  was  too  wife  to  depreciate 
prefent  gain  by  remote  and  ufelefs  fpeculation, 
both  houfes  received  the  acls  with  great  fatis- 
faction,  and  expreffions  of  loyalty  to  the  king, 
v.nd  efteem  for  the  Britiih  legiflature  :  and  the 
pie  declared  the  utmoft  cordiality  and 
friendfhip  towards  England."  Lord  North,  dFu 
with  only  a  few  impediments  from  lord  George  17sD. 
Gordon,  and  other  fubalterns  of  oppohtion, 
perfected  his  original  plan;  adding  to  the 
meafures  already  enumerated,  a  repeal  of  the 
prohibitions  on  exporting  Engliih  gold  coin, 
and  importing  foreign  hops,  and  enabling  the 
Iriih  to  become  members  of  the  Turkey  com- 
pany, and  trade  to  the  Levant. 

While  the  minifter  was  thus  endeavouring  Efforts  on 
to  reltorc  tranquillity  to  the  lifter  kingdom,  the  *e  fubjca 
fpirit  of  difaffection  was  ftudioufly  excited   in  my. 
England,  by  appeals  on  afubject  which  never  fails 
to  interelt  the  feelings  of  a  commercial  nation, 
the  expences  of  government,  and  the  necefiity 
of  economy.      A  jealous  vigilance  over   the 
national  purfe  is  one  of  the  rooftfacred  duties 
of  a  member  of  parliament ;  and  every  exertion 
apparently    inftigated    by   that    motive   gains 

*  See  lord  Irnhnm's  fpeech  in  the   houfe  of  commons   the  24th 
January,  1780. 
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chap,  credit  and  regard  from  the  moft  fedate  and 
222?"  Pruttenl  part  of  ibciety.  It  is  eafy  to  combine 
1779-  with  the  performance  of  this  duty  a  harm  and 
and  eoarfe  appeal  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
Tulgar  and  inconiiderate,  bv  declaiming  affainft 
the  fpendour  of  royalty,  the  expenfivenefs  of 
fmecure  and  other  places,  and  the  luxury  of  the 
dependents  of  the  court,  compared  with  the 
penury  of  the  people  at  large.  Thefe  unworthy 
efforts  rarel)7  fail  of  their  effect,  efpecially  in  a 
coftly  and  unfuccefsful  Mar.  To  thefe  topics 
the  oppofition  now  had  recourfe,  and  blended 
with  this  dangerous  and  fallacious  mode  of 
difcuffion,  the  inference,  (till  more  dangerous  and 
fallacious,  that  all  thefe  expences  were  not  only 
detrimental  to  the  pecuniary  intereits  of  the 
people,  but  that  their  liberties  were  bought 
and  fold  with  their  own  plunder,  as  all  the  fup- 
plies  extorted  from  them  were  employed  to  ex- 
tend the  undue  influence  of  the  crown.  This 
was  the  political  text  of  the  whole  feflion,  and 
was  dilated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  occafion 
more  danger  to  the  fafety  of  government  than 
a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  and  a  hoftile  foreign 
confederacy  had  been  able  to  effect. 

In  conformity  with  this  principle,  the  eiti- 
mates  and  fupplics  were  cenfured  with  peculiar 
acrimony ;  and  no  argument  uneffayed  which 
could  beget  uneafmefs  in  the  public  mind,  and 
convert  a  wholefome  attention  to   pecuniary 
ifttereft  into  a  feverim  folicitude  about  eco- 
nomy. 
TthDec.         The  firft  attempt  to  give  to  this  dangerous 
Motion  by  principle  its  defired  direction  was  made  by  the 
Kchmo'nd!  *«&  of  Richmond,  who  moved  for  an  addrels 
intreating  the  king  to  reflect  on  the  manifold 
diftreffes   of  the  country  ;  that  profufion  was 
not  vigour,  and  that  it  became  indifpenfably 

neceifary 
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necefiary  to  adopt  that  true  economy,  which   chap. 
by  reforming  all  ufelefs  expences  creates  con-  ^*^V 
fidence  in  government;  fubmitting  to  his  con-      J779. 
fideration,  that  a  conjiderable  reduction  of  the 
civil  lift  would  be  an  example  well  worthy  his 
affe&ion   for  his   people,   and    would   extend 
through   every  department  of  the  itate  ;  and 
affurras:  him,  that  anv  member  of  the  houfe 
would  cheerfully  iubmit  to  fuch  reduction  in 
the  emoluments  of  office  as  his  majefty  mould 
think  proper. 

In  fupport  of  this  motion  the  duke  recapi- 
tulated the  large  war  eftabliiliment  which  Great 
Britain  was  obliged  to  maintain,  the  immenfe 
ex  pence  with  which  it  was  attended,  and  the 
frightful  increafe  of  the  national  debt.  He 
contrafted  the  ftate  of  this  country  with  that  of 
France,  where  Necker  had  borrowed  near  four 
millions  lterling  in  two  years  without  impofmg* 
any  taxes,  but  providing  for  the  intereft  by  fav- 
ings:  thus  our  inveterate  enemy  was  adopting 
the  wife  fyftemof  economy,  while  we  were  daily 
plunging  deeper  into  boundlefs  extravagance. 
The  whole  landed  property  of  Great  Britain 
was  mortgaged  for  an  annual  payment  of  eight 
millions,  and  the  land  and  fea  force  to  be  main- 
tained for  the  current  year  was  already  an- 
nounced at  two  hundred  and  feventy-threc 
thoufand  men.  He  did  not  wifh  to  abridge 
the  dignity  and  fplendour  of  the  crown ;  but 
the  king  ought  to  let  the  example  of  retrench- 
ment, which  he  had  no  doubt  the  lords  would 
cheerfully  follow.  In  an  explanatory  fpeeeh 
he  laid,  "  I  do  not  intend  to  deduct  from  the 
pennons  fettled  on  perfons  who  have  wafted 
fortunes  in  the  fervice  of  the  country :  the 
Pelhams,   the    Walpoles,    and  the  Pitts,   are 

names 
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chap,  names  remembered  with  fufiicient  gratitude  to 
xxxvii.  make  their  penfions  facred.'.' 
1779.  In  the  debate  other  popular  topics  were  in- 

troduced: as  the  influence  of  the  crown,  and 
the  neccftity  of  a  radical  reform.  The  objec- 
tions to  the  motion  were,  that  none  of  the  fads 
it  recited  were  authenticated ;  a  confulerablc 
reduction  conveyed  no  fpecific  meaning,  nor 
could  any  minifter  prefume  to  advife  the  king 
under  fuch  a  vote.  Even  ihould  the  addreis 
he  p  relented,  his  majeiry  was  not  hound  to  pay 
regard  to  it:  the  civil  lift  was  eftabliilied  by 
acT,  of  parliament,  and  could  not  he  retrenched 
hy  the  decifion  of  one  houfe  ;  nor  could  any 
thing  but  an  a6l  of  parliament,  founded  on  in- 
formation, which  it  would  be  laborious  and 
difficult  to  obtain,  effect  a  reduction  in  every 
fpecies  of  official  emolument.  The  civil  lilt 
would  not  in  fact  bear  any  diminution,  and  it 
would  be  a  bafenefs  in  parliament,  after  fo  re- 
cently voting  an  augmentation,  to  declare  their 
inability  to  make  good  their  own  grant.  The 
motion  was  confidered  as  intended  only  to  ef- 
fect; the  removal  of  adminiftration,  and  an  ex- 
plicit avowal  of  that  purpofe  would  have  been 
more  candid  and  honourable.  It  was  re- 
jected.3" 
15th  Dec.  The  fubjec~t  of  economical  reform  was  intro- 
Burke  dueed  into  the  lower  houfe  by  Mr.  Burke,  whp 
ficeaniis  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  propofe,  after 
intention  the  recefs,  fome  important  regulations.  Like 
tobrhigin  ^  ^t     f  Richmond,  he  vaunted  the  bene- 

bills  tor  t    •  7  i-ii 

economical  licial  retrenchments  ot   JNeckcr,  to  which  he 

reform.       attributed  the  creation  of  a  marine  from  the 

rubbifh,  wrecks,  and  fragments  of  the  late  war. 

The   Uritiih  minifter,  on  the  contrary,   never 

gave  a  hint,   never  directed  a  glance  towards 

y  77  to  37, 
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the  important  fubje<5t  of  economy,  though  the  chap. 
Dutch  practice  and  the  Roman  principle  might  ^J^il' 
have  taught   him    that   old   and  true  leilbn,      277»* 
magnum  vectigal  eji  parfimoftia,     but  if  mi - 
nilters  were  thus  negligent,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  houfe  to  comply  with   the  general  wiih  of 
the  people.     He  anticipated  a  cold  reception 
of  his    proportions,    as  they    would    tend  to 
weaken  the  influence  of  the  court;  men  out  of 
office  could  only  offer;  the  people  muft  achieve 
the  reft;  if  they  were  not  true  to   themfelves, 
no    other   power  '  could   fave    them.     All  the 
grievances  of  the  nation  arofe  from  the  fatal 
and   overgrown  influence  of  the  crown  ;  and 
that  influence  itfelf  from  the  enormous  prodi- 
gality of  the  commons.     Formerly,  the  opera- 
tion of  influence  was  confined  to  the  fuperior 
orders  of  the  ftate ;  it  had   of  late  infinuated 
itfelf  into  every  creek  and  cranny  in  the  king- 
dom.    There  was  fcarcely  a  family  fo  hidden 
and  loft  in  the  ohfcureft  receffes  of  the  commu- 
nity, which  did  not  feel  that  it  had  fomething 
to  keep  or  to  get*  to  hope  or  to  fear,  from  the 
favourer  diipleafure  of  the  crown.     Some  de- 
gree of  influence  was  neceffary  for  government  : 
but  for  the  fake  of  government,  for  the  fake  of 
reiloring  that  reverence  which  was  its  founda- 
tion, the  exorbitancy  of  influence  ought  to  be 
reftrained.     Every  one  muft  be  fenfible  of  the 
increale  of  influence,  and  the  degradation  of 
authority.     The  reafon  was  evident :  govern- 

*-  In  quoting  this  apophthegm  Burke  inadvertantly  uki  a  falfe 
quantity,  pronouncing  the  word  vecYigal  vecligal.  The  claflical  ear 
ot  Fox  immediately  caught  the  error,  and  in  a  whifpet  he  corrected 
his  colleague.  Burke,  with  great  prefence  of  mind,  turned  the  in- 
cident to  advantage  :  "  My  honourable  friend  informs  me,"  he 
i'aid,  "that  I  have  miftaken  the  quantity  of  a  principal  word  in  mv 
quotation  :  I  am  glad,  however,  to  repeat  the  ineltimable  adage,"  and 
with   increafed  energy,  he  thundered  forth,  "   magnum  veil -i-gal 

voi    Tii  Q  ment 
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chap,  ment  fhould  have  force  adequate  to  its  func* 
xxxvir.  tions,  but  no  more  ;  if  it  had  enough  to  fup- 
,779.  port  itfelf,  in  abufing  or  neglecting  them,  they 
muft  ever  he  abufed  or  neglected  :  men  Mould 
rely  on  power  for  a  juftification  of  their  want 
of  order,  vigilance,  foreught,  and  all  the  virtues, 
all  the  qualifications  of  ftatefmen.  The  minifter 
might  exift,  hut  the  government  was  gone. 

"  It  is  thus/'  he  exclaimed  "  that  you  fee 
the  fame  men,  in  the  fame  power,  fitting  undif- 
turhed  before  you,  though  thirteen  colonies 
are  loft.  Thus  the  marine  of  France  and  Spain 
has  quietly  grown  and  profpered  under  their 
eye,  and  been  foftered  by  their  neglect.  Thus 
all  hope  of  alliance  in  Europe  is  abandoned. 
Thus  three  of  our  Well  India  iflands  have  been 
torn  from  us  in  a  fummer.  Thus  Jamaica,  the 
moft  important  of  all,  has  been  neglected,  and 
all  inquiry  into  that  neglect  ftifled.  Thus  Ire- 
land has  been  brought  into  a  ftate  of  diftrac- 
tion,  that  no  one  dares  even  to  difcufs ;  the  bill 
relating  to  it,  though  making  great  and  per* 
plexing  changes,  is  fuch,  that  no  one  knows 
what  to  fay,  or  what  not  to  fay  refpecling  it. 
Our  parliamentary  capacity  is  extinguished  by 
the  difficulty  of  our  fituation.  The  bill  has 
been  mumbled  over  with  rapidity  ;  and  it  pafles-"- 
in  the  hlenee  of  death.  Had  government  any 
degree  of  ftrength,  could  this  have  happened  ? 
Could  the  molt  ancient  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  with  relation  to  the  molt  eflential  object, 
the  militia,  have  been  annihilated  with  fo  much 
fcorn  as  it  has  been,  even  at  our  doors  ?  Could 
his  majefty  have  been  degraded  from  the  confi- 
dence of  his  people  of  Ireland  in  a  manner  fo 
fignal,  and  fo  difgraceful,  that  they  who  have 
trulied  Iris  predecellbrs  in  many  particulars  for 
ever,  and  in  all,  for  two  years,  ihould  have  con- 
tracted 
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traced  their  confidence  in  him  to  a  poor  ftinted  c  h  a  p. 
tenure  of  fix  months  ?    Could  the  government   ^_X_,^ ' 
of  this   country   have   been  thus  caft  to   the     1779- 
ground,  and  thus  darned  to  pieces  in  its  fall,  if 
the  influence  of  a  court  was  its  natural  and 
proper  poife;  if  corruption  was  its  foundnefs; 
and  felf-intereft  had  the  virtue  to  keep  it  .erect 
and  firm  upon  its  bafe  ?" 

The  difeafe  of  government,  heobferved,  was 
a  repletion ;  the  over-feeding  of  the  flomach 
had  deftroved  the  vigour  of  the  limbs.  He  had 
lono-  ascertained  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  and 
tne  fpecific  remedy;  but  had  reftrained  his 
thoughts,  partly  from  want  of  perfonal  import- 
ance, partly  from  the  effects  of  his  own  dif- 
pofition  ;  he  was  not  naturally  an  economift, 
and  was  cautious  of  experiment,  even  to  timi- 
dity. But  the  temper  of  the  times  was  favour- 
able to  reformation  ;  there  was  a  dawn  of  hope ; 
and  though  the  powers  of  a  miniftry  were  bell 
calculated  to  give  effect  to  fuch  a  plan,  the  pre- 
fent  aufpicious  moment  was  not  to  be  neglected. 
He  would  not  yet  difclofeall  the  particulars  of 
his  plan,  he  would  referve  the  means  of  execut- 
ing it,  and  ftate  only  the  end,  objects,  and  limits. 

He  intended  a  regulation,  fubftantial  as  far 
as  it  extended,  which  Mrould  give  to  the  public 
fervice  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
and  annihilate  a  portion  of  influence  equal  to 
the  places  of  fifty  members  of  parliament.  Such 
a  reform  was  more  to  be  relied  on  for  removing 
the  means  of  corruption  than  any  devices  to  pre- 
vent its  operation  :  an  abrogation  of  the  fources 
of  influence  would  render  difqualifications  un- 
necefiary  ;  but  while  the  fources  remained,  no- 
thing could  prevent  their  operation  on  parlia- 
ment. No  other  radical  attempt  at  reforma- 
tion need,  however,  be  impeded :  the  prefent 

q  2  plan 
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chap,   plan  could  not  make  a  carelefs  minifter  an  eco- 
^x^If;    nomift ;  but  it  would  be  a  check  on  the  worft, 
and  a  benefit  to  the  bell. 

He  then  detailed  the  limits  of  his  fcheme  : 
the  fnft  was.  founded  in  the  rules  of  juftice ; 
nothing  mould  be  invaded  which  was  held  by 
a  private  individual  under  a  legal  tenure.  The 
next  limit  was  in  the  rules  of  equity  and  mercy  : 
where  offices  might  be  fupprefied  which  formed 
the  whole  maintenance  of  innocent  people,  it 
was  hard,  and  hardmip  was  a  kind  of  injuftice, 
that  they  who  had  been  decoyed  into  particular 
fituations  by  theprodigality  of  parliament,  mould 
be  facrifieed  to  its  repentance.  The  removals 
therefore  embraced  in  his  intended  plan,  would 
fall  almoft  intirely  on  thofe  who  held  offices 
from  which  they  might  be  removed  to  accom- 
modate minifterial  arrangements,  and  finely 
the  accommodation  of  the  public  was  a  caui'e 
of  removal  full  as  important  as  the  convenience 
of  any  administration,  or  the  difpleafure  of  any 
minifter.  The  third  limit  would  be  found  in 
the  fervice  of  the  ftate  I  no  employment,  really 
and  fubftantially  ufeful  to  the  public,  ihould  be 
aboliihed  or  abridged  of  its  lawful  and  aecuf- 
tomed  emoluments.  The  fourth  limit  would 
oe,  to  leave  a  fund  fufficiently  folid  for  the 
reward  of  fervice  or  merit ;  and  the  fifth,  to 
refcrve  to  the  crown  an  ample  and  liberal  provi- 
non  for  perlbnal  fat  isfafrion,  and  for  as  much 
of  magnificence  as  fuited  the  burthened  ftatc 
of  the  country ;  perhaps,  fome  might  think 
what  he  ihould  propofe  to  leave,  more  than  was- 
<lecent. 

However  prefumptaous  his  attempt  might 
appear,  it  was  made  with  humility  and  inte- 
grity :  he  trufted  it  would  give  confidence  to 
the  people,  and  ftrength  to  government ;  that 

it 
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it  would  make  war  vigorous,  and  peace  really  chap. 
rjtfreihing  and  recruiting.  -  Sl^"' 

Several  members  of  oppofition,    and   no       I?-9, 
others  fpoke,  bellowed  high  encomiums  on  the 
plan  of  Burke,     He  had  mentioned,  with  fome 
expreffions  of  fhame,  that  a  icheme  of  econo- 
mical reform  had  been  fir  ft  mentioned  in  the 
upper  houfe  and  not  in  the  commons,  whofe 
peculiar  office  was  the  guardianihip  of  the  na- 
tional treafure.     Mr,  Fox  declared  he  was  juft 
come  from  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  the  firft 
men  for  abilities  and  public  eftimation  in  the 
kingdom,  were  libelling  the  commons.     Every 
inftance  they  gave  (and  many  fnong  ones  were 
o-iven,)   of  uncorrected  abufe  with  regard  tq 
public  money,  was  a  libel  on  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.     Every   argument  they    ufed   for  the 
reduction  of  prodigal  expense,   (and  their  ar- 
o-uments  were  various  and  unanswerable)  was 
a  libel  on  the  houfe  of  commons.     Every  one 
of  their  ftatements,  on  the  luxuriant  growth  of 
corrupt   influence   (and  it  never  was  half  lb 
ilourifhing)  was  a  libel  on  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.     The  fame  principle  which   promoted 
private  friend  (hip,  he  obferved,  created  the  af- 
feclion  of  the  people  to  their  fovereign,    but 
that    muft    ccafe   when   his    interefts     became 
total ly    ditfociated   from  theirs.       Could    any 
tiling  be  more  unfcemlv,  than  to  find,  that  when 
landed  eftates  were  funk  one  fifth  in  value,  rents 
unpaid,   manufactures   languilhing,    and  trade 
expiring  ;  burthen  upon  burthen,  piled  on  the 
fainting  people  ;    when  men  of  all  ranks  were 
obliged  to  retrench  the  moft  innocent  luxuries, 
and  even  fueh  as  were   rather  grown  by  habit 
into  a  kind  of  decent  convenience,  and  draw 
ihernfelves  up  into  the  limits  of  an  auftere  and 
pinching  economy  ; — thatjuft  the  beginning  of 

Q,     3  tllU.tr 
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chap,   that  time  mould  he  chofen,  that  a  period  of 
xxxvii.  fuc]1  generai  diftrefs  ihould  be  matched  at,  as 
,779.     the  lucky  moment  of  complimenting  the  crown 
with  an  addition  of  no   lefs  than  a  hundred 
thoufancl  pounds  a  year  ;   that  the  king  ihould 
rife   in   fplendour   on   the  very  ruins   of  the 
country,  and  amidft  its  defolations  ihould  flou- 
riih  with  increafed  opulence  amidft  the  cries 
of  his  afflicted   fubjec~ts.      It   was   fomething 
monftrous,  fomething  unnatural:  an  outrage  to 
the  fenfe;    an  infult  on  the  fufferings  of  the 
nation. 
30th  Pec*        During  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  a  public  meet-, 
andpetinon  ing  of  the  freeholders  of  Yorkihire,  voted  a 
of  the  free-  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  reprefent- 
Yorkfhire.  mg tne  circumftances  of  the  war,  the  accumu- 
lation of  taxes,  and  the  rapid  decline  of  trade, 
manufactures,  and  rents ;    although  rigid  fru- 
gality   was    become    indifpenfably    neceffary, 
many  individuals  enjoyed  finecure  places,  or 
efficient  offices   with  exorbitant  emoluments, 
and    pcnfions   unmerited    by   public    fervices, 
whence  the  crown  had   acquired  a  great  un- 
constitutional influence,  portending  deftruclion 
tQ  the  liberties  of  the  country.     The  true  and 
legitimate  end    of  government,   was   not   the 
emolument  of  any  individual,  but  the  welfare 
of  the  community;  and  as  the  national  purfe 
was  peculiarly  entrufted   to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, it  would  be  injurious  to  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  people,   and  derogatory  from 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  parliament,  to  grant 
any  additional  fum  of  public  money  beyond  the 
cxifting  taxes,   until  cite6iual   meafures   were 
taken  for  inquiring  into,  and   correcting  the 
grofs   abides    in    the    expenditure    of    public 
money,   reducing  all  exorbitant  emoluments, 
rescinding  and  abolifhing  all  finecure  places,  and 

unmerited 
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unmerited  penfions,  and  appropriating  the  pro-    chap. 
dace  to  the  neeeffities  of  the  fee.  S^Ii1' 

A  permanent  committee  of  iixty-oneindi-      1779. 
viduals  was  appointed  to  carry  on  the  v.cceffary  Jjjjjjfo" 
correspondence  for  effectually  promoting   the  committees 
object  of  the  petition,  and  to  prepare  a  plan  of  aPp°u»ed. 
affbciaiion  on  legal  and  conftitutional  grounds, 
and  fupport  a  laudable  reform,  and  other  mea- 
sures Conducing  to  reltore  the  freedom  of  par- 
liament. 

This  examine  was  followed  bv  many  other  The  ex- 
counties  and  cities,  throughout  the  kingdom  :  ?'"p,° 
public  meetings  were  convened  by  advcrtife-  generally 
ment  ;    violent  harangues  were  made  againit  followed, 
the  proceedings  and  perfons  of  the  adminifmi- 
Jion,  correfponding  committees  were  appointed, 
and  the  tranfactions  were  only  marked  bv  fome 
flio-ht  fli.ades  of  variation  in  the  decrees  of  vio- 


lence. 


The  city  of  London,  though  fome  what  late,   10th  and 
proceeded  with  equal  ardour  ;  their  vote,  befides  I2*  ^b* 
eftabliihing  a  correfponding  committee,  ordered  London 
the  publication  of  their  refolves  in  all  the  public  committee 
papers.     To  thofc  acquainted  with  the  mode  of 
managing-  fuch  tranfactions,  it  is  well  kn  own,  that 
the  names  of  multitudes  may  be  eafily  obtained 
to  petitions,  and  that  the  overbearing  proceed- 
ings ufual  at  public  meetings,  will  prevent  the 
attendance  of  almoft  all  but  thofe  who  alfemble 
for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  particular  meafures 
by  means  of  abufive  declamation  and  clamour, 
or  of  giving  the  colour  of  general  approbation 
to  certain  meafures  and  refoltitions.     In  fome 
counties,  particularly  Suflexand  Hertford/hi  re, 
protefts  were   figned  by  a   great  majority  of 
tin"  molt  rcfjn rtaMe  of  the  nobility,  and  landed 
ihtereft,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  county  meetings.     In  many  other 

0  4  places, 
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chap,   places,   couutermeetings    were   held,   counter- 
:S?XiJ'   petitions  framed,  and  protefts  fuhferibed,  but 
1780.      the  fyftem,  combination,  and  popularity  of  the 
aflbciators,  fcemed  to  prevail,  every  endeavour 
having  been  ufed  to  turn  into  ridicule  the  ex- 
ertions of  their  opponents.3 
Burke  in.        The  petitions  were  daily  prefented  to  the 
his  plan*  of  houfe  °f  commons,  and  increafed  the  public 
iretoim.       expectations  which  the  eloquence  and  reputa- 
3  uh  Feb.    tjon  Qf  gm-j^g  haci  excited,  when  he  introduced 

His  cele-         .   •  1  r  r 

brated  his  plan  of  reform,  with  an  apology  for  the 
ipcech.  undertaking:  it  was  calculated,  he  faid,  to  effect 
a  confiderable  reduction  of  improper  expence, 
a  converfion  of  unprofitable  titles  into  pro- 
ductive eilate,  and  to  reprefs  that  corrupt  in- 
fluence which  was  itfelf  the  perennial  fpring  of 
all  prodigality  and  difafter;  but  he  advanced 
to  it  with  a  tremor  which  fhook  him  to  the 
inmoft  fibre  of  his  frame  :  he  anticipated  all 
the  odium  attending  the  exercife  of  that  ne- 
cciTary  virtue — parilmony  ;  and  all  the  releut- 
ment  of  individuals,  whole  emoluments,  patro- 
nage, and  objects  of  purfuit,muit  be  diminiilied. 
He  was  not  inclined  to  depreciate  the  fucceffes 
or  undervalue  the  finances  of  the  country ; 
the  one  might  be  unlimited,  the  other  unfa- 
thomable, as  they  were  reprcfented.  Taxing 
was  an  eafy  bufinefs.  Any  projector  could 
contrive  new  impofitions,  any  bungler  add  to 
the  old  ;  but  it  was  altogether  unwife  io  fet 
no  bounds  to  impoits,  but  the  patience  of 
thofe  who  were  to  pay.  Refptsrces  were  not 
augmented  by  wafte,  nor  would  frugality  lellen 
riches. 

a  See  the  details  of  thefe  meetings,  copies  of  the  petitions,  reports 
of  the  fpeeches  and  motions,  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  ix.  at  the 
places  referred  to  in  the  Index. 

He 
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(i ■  ■- ijgb t  rv-n*ed  on  the  houfe  the  exam-  chap. 
pie  o£  Fran  -he  laid  reminded  him  of  xxxvn. 

ie  obier\  alien  of  Pyrrhus,  on  reconnoitring     l7&>, 
the    Roman    camp :     "  theie   barbarians  have 
nothing  barbarous  in  their  difcipline."     In  the 
pre       -iiiigs  of  the  French  king,  there  was  no- 
thing of  the  character  and  genius  of  arbitrary 

ance;  none  of  the  bold  frauds  of' bankrupt 
power;  none  of  the  wild  ftruggles  and  plunges 
of  defpotifm  in  diftrefs  ;  no  lopping  off  from 
the  capital  of  debt;  no  fufpenfion  of  intereft; 
no  robbery  under  the  name  of  loan;  no  railing 
the  value,  no  debating  the  fubftance  of  the 
coin.  Nothing  of  Louis  the  XlVth.  or  Louis 
the  XVth.  On  the  contrary,  by  the  very  hands 
of  arbitrary  power,  and  in  the  very  mid  ft  of 
war  and  confufion,  rofe  a  regular  methodical 
fyftem  of  public  credit ;  a  fabric  was  laid  on 
tbe  natural  and  folid  foundations  of  truft  and 
confidence  among  men ;  and  rifing  by  fair 
gradations,  order  over  order,  according  to  the 
juft  rules  of  fymmetry  and  art.  He  expatiated 
on  this  topic  at  great  length,  exhorting  the 
houfe  not  to  let  economy  be  the  only  French 
faihion  which  England  refufed  to  copy. 

An  eminent  criterion  for  diftinguiihing  a 
wife  government  from  a  weak  and  improvident 
adminiftration  was  this  ;  "  well  to  know  the 
heft  time  and  manner  of  yielding,  what  it  is 
impofhble  to  keep."  Some  would  argue  againft 
every  defire  of  reformation  on  the  principles  of 
a  criminal  profecution,  and  juftify  their  ad- 
herence to  a  pernicious  fyftem,  by  alleging  it 
was  not  of  their  contrivance :  that  it  was  an 
inheritance  of  abfurdity  derived  from  their  an- 
ceftors,  and  by  making  out  a  long  and  unbroken 
pedigree  of  mihnanagers  who  had  gone  before 
them;  but  there  was  a  time  when  the  hoary 

head 
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chap,  head  of  inveterate  abufe  would  neither  draw 
X^!^  reverence  nor  obtain  protection,  when  a  minif- 
jyso.  ter,  by  impeding  reform,  Mould  make  the  faults 
of  his  office  become  his  own.  Early  reforma- 
tions were  amicable  arrangements  with  a  friend 
in  power ;  late  reformations,  terms  impoied  on 
a  conquered  enemy  ;  the  former  were  made  in 
cool  blood,  the  latter  under  a  ftate  of  inflamma- 
tion. 13ut  as  it  was  the  intereft  of  government 
that  reform  mould  be  early,  it  was  the  intereft 
of  the  people  that  it  fhould  be  temperate  ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  then  be  permanent,  and  contain 
a  principle  of  growth.  In  hot  reformations, 
in  what  men,  more  zealous  than  coniideratc, 
called  ynaking  clem*  work,  the  whole  was  gene- 
rally fo  crude,  fo  harfh,  fo  indigefted ;  mixed 
with  fo  much  imprudence,  and  fo  much  in- 
justice; fo  contrary  to  the  whole  courfe  of 
human  nature,  and  human  inftitutions,  that  the 
very  people  who  were  moft  eager,  were  the  very 
iirft  to  grow  difgufred  at  what  they  had  done. 
Then  fomepart  of  the  abdicated  grievance  was 
recalled  from  its  exile,  in  order  to  become  a 
corrective  of  the  correction.  Then  the  abufe 
affirmed  the  credit  and  popularity  of  a  reform. 
Thus  the  very  idea  of  purity  and  difmtereftcd- 
nefs  in  politics  would  fall  into  difrepute,  and 
be  confidered  as  the  vilion  of  hot  and  inex- 
perienced men ;  and  thus  diforders  would  be- 
come incurable,  not  by  the  virulence  of  their 
own  quality,  but  by  the  unapt  and  violent  na- 
ture of  the  remedies.  We  muft  no  more  make 
hafte  to  be  rich  by  parlimony  than  by  intem- 
perate acquihtion. 

He  objected  to  a  place  tax,  as  a  meafure  not 
calculated  to  produce,  but  prevent  reformation  ; 
a  compofition  to  ftay  inquiry ;  a  fine  paid  bv 
mifmanagement  for  the  renewal  of  its  leafe. 

Such 
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Such  a  meafure  could  never  be  proper1  till  ufce-  chap. 

lets  offices  were  abrogated,  and  thofe  which  re?  "^^J" 
plained,  claiTed  according  to  their  refpectivc  i  7to. 
degrees  of  importance,  fo  as  to  admit  an  equal 
rule  of  taxation,  and  the  civil  lift  revenue  fo 
managed  that  the  minifter  mould  no  longer 
have  the  power  of  repaying  with  a  private,  what- 
ever was  taken  bv  a  public  hand. 

Unwilling  to  proceed  in  an  arbitrary  man- 
ner, in  any  particular  which  tended  to  change 
the  fettled  ftate  of  things,  he  had  laid  down  ge- 
neral principles,  which  could  not  be  debauched 
or  corrupted  by  intereft  or  caprice,  and  by  them 
he  regulated  his  proceedings  :  Thefe  were, 

First,  The  abolition  of  all  jurisdictions  con- 
tributing rather  to  expence,  oppreffion,  and  cor- 
rupt influence,  than  to  the  administration  of 
jullice. 

Second,  The  difpofal  of  all  public  eftates 
which  were  more  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of 
vexing,  overawing,  and  influencing  the  tenants, 
and  to  the  expences  of  receipt  and  manage- 
ment, than  of  benefit  to  the  revenue. 

Third,  That  offices  bringing  more  charge 
than  proportional  advantage  to  the  Irate,  or 
which  might  be  engrafted  on  others,  ought,  in 
the  fi rit  cafe,  to  be  taken  away :  and  in  the 
fecond  confolidated. 

To  u  rtu,  The  abolition  of  all  offices  tending 
to  obftruct  the  operations,  or  enfeeble  the  fore- 
fight  of  the  general  fuperintendant  of  finance. 

Fi  ftii,  The  eftabliiiiment  of  an  order  in  pay- 
ments, which  would  prevent  partiality,  and  re- 
gulate receipt  not  by  the  importunity  of  the 
claimant,  but  by  the  utility  of  his  office. 

Sixth,  The  reduction  of  every  eftablifliment 
to  certain tv. 

Seventh, 
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chap.       Seventh,  The  diiTolution  of  all  fuboidinate 

xxxvn.  treafuries. 
j7So.  First,  with  regard  to  thefovereignjmifdic-.- 

tions,  he  obferved,  that  England  was  not,  as  a 
mere  curforv  examiner  would  fuppofe,  a  folid, 
compact,  uniform  fyftem  of  monarchy  ;  it  was 
formerly  a  heptarchy,  now  a  fort  of  pentarchy. 
The  king,  like  the  chief  performer  in  an  itine- 
rant dramatic  company,  acted  not  only  the 
principal,  but  all  the  fubordinate  perfonages  in 
the  play.  Burke  exemplified  this  companion, 
by  the  wing  the  king  of  England  in  the  various 
characters  of  king,  prince  of  Wales,  duke  of 
Lancafter,  earl  of  Chefter,  count  palatine  of 
Lancafter,  and  duke  of  Cornwall. 

Ix  each  of  thefe  principalities,  duchies,  pala- 
tinates, was  a  regular  eftabliihment  of  confider- 
able  expence,  and  mo  ft  domineering  influence  ; 
the  apparatus  of  a  kingdom,  and  the  formality 
and  charge  of  the  exchequer  of  Great  Britain, 
for  collecting  the  rents  of  a  country  fquire. 
Cornwall,  which  was  the  bell,  furniihed  no  ex- 
ception from  the  general  rule  :  the  duchy  and 
county  palatine  of  Lancafter  did  not  yield  more 
on  an  average  than  four  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  Wales  and  Chefter 
made  any  returns.  Wales  had  eight  judges, 
while  all  England  had  but  twelve ;  an  exchequer- 
like  the  reft,  according  to  the  very  belt  and 
moft  authentic  abfurdity  of  form,  and  there 
were  in  all  of  them  a  hundred  more  difficult 
trifles  and  laborious  fooleries,  which  ferved  no 
other  purpofe  than  to  keep  alive  corrupt  hope 
and  fervile  dependence.  The  duchy  of  Lancaf- 
ter was  not  worth  four  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
to  the  revenue,  but  worth  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
to  influence.     After  entering  into  an  hiftorical 

account 
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account  of  the  annexation  of  the  different  fiefs  chap. 
to  the  crown,  and  fhewing  that  neither  dignity  ^ff^l* 
nor  family  attachment  could  give  the  king  the  i78o. 
leait  partiality  for  them,  he  propofed  to  unite 
the  five  principalities  to  the  crown,  and  to  its 
ordinary  jurifdi&ion  ;  to  aboliih  all  thofe  offices 
which  produced  only  an  ufelefs  and  chargeable 
feparation  from  the  people  ;  to  make  compenfa- 
tion  to  all  who  did  not  hold  their  offices  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  crown  ;  to  extinguiih  vexatious 
titles  bv  a  ihort  act  of  limitation  ;  to  fell  the 
unprofitable  eftates  which  fupported  ufelefs  ju- 
rifdiclions,  and  turn  the  tenant-right  into  a 
fee  on  moderate  terms,  beneficial  both  to  the 
tenant  and  the  ftate.  The  judicial  economy 
of  the  duchies  mould  fall  into  the  county  ad- 
mirtiitrations,  and  with  refpect  to  Wales,  he  had 
doubts  whether  to  add  a  fifth  judsje  in  each  of 
the  courts  at  Weuminfter,  or  to  fupprefs  five 
only  of  the  Welch  judges,  and  let  the  remaining 
three  perform  the  buhnefs. 

Ox  the  fecond  head,  he  propofed  to  fell  all 
the  foreft  lands,  extinguiiliins  the  rights  of  vert 
and  venifon,  and  with  them  the  expensive 
office  of  furveyor-general,  and  two  chief  juftices 
in  eyre,  with  all  their  train  of  dependents : 
from  thefe  fales,  only  an  inconfiderabic  profit 
would  arife,  the  chief  benefit  would  be  drawn 
from  improved  agriculture  and  increafed  popu- 
lation. 

Pkofkssini;  to  approach  the  civil  lift,  the 
third  divifion  or  his  fubjecr,  with  the  awe  and 
reverence  incident  to  a  young  phyfician  who 
prescribes  for  thediforders  of  his  parent,  Burke 
fatyrized,  with  unrivalled  wit  and  humour,  the 
different  efiablifhments  and  expences  of  the 
loyal  houfehold  ;  formed  on  the  gothic  fyfteni 
of  feudality  and  purveyance,  and  [.till  retained,. 

thoghu 
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chap,    though  tlie  royal  houfehold  had  fhrunk  into  the 
3^^,*   polilhed  Httienefs  of  modern  elegance  and  per* 
1780.      ibnal  accommodation.      "  It  has  evaporated," 
he  laid  "  from  the  grols  concrete  into  an  effence 
and  rectified  fpirit  of  ex  pence,  where  you  have 
t.onsof ancient. pompin a vlal-of  modern  luxury." 
Purfuing  the    fatoe  mode   of  defcription   and 
reafoning,  through  various  other  objects,   he 
made  proportions,  the  fiim  of  which  was,  ad 
enumerated  by  himfelf,  to  take  away  the  whole 
ejiablijhment  of  detail  in  the  houfchold  ;  the 
treafurcr ;    the   comptroller ;  the   cofferer   of 
the  houfehold;  the  treafurcr  of  the  chamber  ; 
the  mafter  of  the   houfehold ;  and   the   whole 
board  of  green  cloth  ;  and   a  vaft   number  of 
fubordinate  orifices   in  the   department  of  the 
fieward  of  the  houfehold;  the  whole  eftablini- 
rnent   of  the  great  wardrobe ;  the   removing 
wardrobe ;    the  jewel  office ;    the   robes ;    the 
board  of  works  ;  and  almoit  the  whole  charge  of 
the  civil  branch  of  the  board  of  ordnance  ;  then 
he  obferved  the  public  might  begin  to  breathe. 
He  went  on  propofmg  regulations  in  the  offices 
of  paymafter  of  the  forces,  and  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  by  reducing  them  from  banks  or  treafu- 
ries  to  mere  offices  of  adminiftration.     All  the 
money  formerly  impreifed  into  thefe  offices,  he 
would  have  impreifed  into  the  bank  of  England. 
to  which  he  would  alio  transfer  the  charge  of  the 
mint,  arid  the  remittances  to  the  troops  on  fo- 
reign fervice.     He  recommended  the  abolition 
of  the  office  ofpaymaiter  ofpenfions,  and  reduc- 
tion of  the  penfion  lifttohxty  thoufand  pounds 
a  year.  If  any  cafe  of  extraordinary  merit  ihould 
emerge,    he  would   leave   an    opening   for  an 
addicts   of  either  houfe  of  parliament;  to  all 
other  demands,  the  firm  though  reluctant  an  - 
fwer  muft  be,,  w  the  public  is  poor."  He  did  not 

meat* 
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rneari  to  abrogate  any  exifting  petition,  or  even  chap. 
to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  poifeiibr;  the  xxxvir. 
discretionary  power  Veiled  in  the  crown  was  17S0. 
liable  to  perveriion,  and  he  would  limit  the 
quantity  of  power  that  might  be  fo  abided.  The 
penlions  granted  within  fevcn  years  amounted 
on  an  average  to  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year:  by  his  regulation  an  annual  faving  of  for*- 
ty  thoufand  pounds  would  at  fome  future  period 
be  made  to  the  public,  and  it  were  better  to 
let  it  fall  naturally,  than  tear  it  crude  and 
unripe  from  the  ftaik.  The  public  he  knew 
expected  a  confiderable  reform  in  the  great 
patent  offices  of  the  exchequer ;  he  thought  the 
profits  enormous,  and  propofed  limiting  the 
great  auditor  to  three  thoufand  pounds,  the 
inferior  auditors,  and  other  principal  officers,  to 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  each  ;  but  though 
he  confidered  them  as  (inecures,  he  would  not 
content  to  their  abolition  :  thev  were  given  for 
life,  ami  it  was  fit.  the  crown  fhoulcl  have  the 
power  of  granting  penfions,  out  of  the  reach  of 
its  own  caprices, — the  poffibility  of  conferring 
fome  favours  which,  while  received  as  rewards, 
do  not  operate  as  corruption.  What  an  un- 
feemly  fpeciacle  would  it  afford,  what  a  dif- 
grace  would  it  be  to  the  commonwealth  that 
fullered  fuch  things,  to  fee  the  hopeful  fon  of 
a  meritorious  minifter,  begging  his  bread  at  the 
door  of  that  treafurv,  from  whence  his  father 
difpenfed  the  economy  of  an  empire,  and  pro- 
moted the  happiuels  and  glory  of  his  country  ? 
Why  mould  he  be  obliged  to  proltrate  his 
honour,  and  fubmil  his  principles  at  the  levee 
of  fome  proud  favourite,  lhoulcleredand  thruit 
afide  by  every  impudent  pretender  on  the  very 
fpot  where  a  lew  days  before  he  lav/  himlelf 
adored  ?     obliged    to  cringe  to  the   author  of 

the 
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chap,   the   calamities   of  his  houfe,    and  to  kifs  the 

^2HJ'  hands  that  are   red  with    his  father's    blood? 

1780.     Thefe  things  are  unfit.    They  are  intolerable. 

Conceiving  himfelf  hound  to  give  as  full 
and  clear  reafons  for  ftopping  as  for  proceeding 
in  the  courfe  of  reformation,  Burke  laid  down 
fome  indifputable  political  axioms,  no  lefs  ho- 
nourable to  his  judgment  and  fagacity  than  his 
candour.  He  did  not  think  the  great  efficient 
offices  of  the  ftate  overpaid.  What  would  bejult 
remuneration  for  one  kind  of  labour,  full  encou- 
ragement for  one  fpecies  of  talents,  was  fraud  and 
difcouragement  toothers.  Even  if  men  could  be 
found  willing  to  ferve  in  high  fituations  with- 
out falary,  they  ought  not  to  be  permitted : 
ordinary  fervice  muft  be  fecured  by  the  motives 
to  ordinary  integrity  ;  that  ftate  which  lays  its 
foundation  in  rare  and  heroic  virtues,  will  be 
fure  to  have  itsiupernructurein  the  bafeft  profli- 
gacy and  corruption.  An  honourable  and  fair 
profit  is  the  belt  fecurity  againlt  avarice  and 
rapacity;  as  in  all  things  elfe,  a  lawful  and 
regulated  enjoyment  is  the  beft  fecurity  againfl 
debauchery  and  excels. 

It  would  be  expected,  that  in  giving  reafons 
for  limiting  himfelf  in  the  reduction  of  employ- 
ments, he  ihould  advert  to  thofe  which  feemed 
of  eminent  utility  in  the  ftate,  the  officers  at- 
tendant on  the  perfon  of  the  king :  thefe  he 
determined  not  to  leffen  in  number  or  emolu- 
ment, as  they  prevented  the  court  from  being 
defeated  by  all  the  nobility  in  the  kingdom  i 
lie  propofed,  however,  to  abolilh  the  keepers  of 
buck-hounds,  f  tag-hounds,  fox-hounds,  and 
harriers ;  they  anlwered  no  purpofe  of  utility 
or  fplendour,  and  it  was  unfit  for  noblemen  to 
be  keepers  of  dogs,  even  though  they  were  the 
king's  dogs.  He  concluded  this  part  of  his 
#  plan 
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plan  by  propofmg  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  chap. 
the  third  fecretary  of  ftate,  or  fecretary  of  ftate    xxxvii. 
for  the  colonies  ;  and  the  board  of  trade  and      I?8o> 
plantations  ;  the  office  was  fo  ufelefs,  that  lord 
Suffolk  held  it  long  after  he  was  wholly  dif- 
abled  by  bodily  infirmities,    and   it   continued 
vacant  a  year  after  his  deceafe.     The  board  of 
trade  he  defcribed  as  a  mere  job  in  its  original 
formation  and  regeneration,  coiling  the  public 
near  forty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  without  the 
leaft  utility  or  advantage;  its  functions  might 
be  performed  as  lriih  bufmefs  of  the  fame  nature, 
b}^  the  council,  with  a  reference  to  the  attorney 
and  folicitor-general. 

He  next  proceeded  to  the  fubjeel;  of  arrange- 
ments, a  part  of  his  plan  on  which  he  princi- 
pally relied  for  bringing  up  and  fecuring  the 
whole,  by  fixing  an  invariable  order  in  all  pay- 
ments from  which  the  iirft  lord  of  the  treafury 
iliould  not,  on  any  pretence,  depart.  He  divided 
the  civil  lift  payments  into  nine  dalles :  the 
firft  was  occupied  by  the  judges  ;  the  lair,  by 
the  commiuioners  of  the  treafury,  and  chancel- 
lor  of  the  exchequer  :  the  reafon  for  alligning 
each  fpecific  pofition  was  ably  given,  and  that 
for  placing  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  and 
his  colleagues  at  the  bottom  of  the  lift,  was 
to  protect  all  the  other  dalles  againft  the  effects 
of  profufion  and  mifmanagement ;  on  this  part 
of  his  fubjeel,  Burke  expatiated  in  a  vein  of 
humorous  raillery,  enlivened  by  poignant  wit, 
and  diversified  with  folid  argument. 

He  then  prefented  to  the  houfe  five  bills  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  objecls  indicated  in  his 
fpeech,  though  he  acknowledged  he  had  not 
the  frantic  prefumption  to  fuppofehis  plan  con- 
tained all  the  public  had  a  right  to  expecl   in 

vol.  in.  r  the 
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chap,  the  great  work  of  reformation.     He  defcribed 
^^j'  the  fttuation  of  the  houfe  of  commons  with 
tjjo.      regard  to  the  people,   under  the  allegory  of  a 
jealous  hufband,  and  a  wife  whole  conduct,  if 
not  ftained  with  guilt,  was,  at  leaft,  tinted  with 
levity.      "  Let  us  ret  urn' '  he  laid   "to  our  legi- 
timate home,  and  all  jars  and  all  quarrels  will 
be  loft  in  embraces.     Let  the  commons  in  par- 
liament affembled,  be  one  and  the  fame  thing 
with  the  commons  at  large.     The  diftinelions 
that  are  made  to  feparate  us,  are  unnatural  and 
wicked  contrivances.     Let  us  identify,  let  us 
incorporate  ourfelves  with  the  people.     Let  us 
cut  all  the  cables,  and  fnap  the  chains  which  tie 
ns  to  an  unfaithful  more,  and  enter  the  friendly 
harbour,    that  moots  far  out  into  the  main  its 
moles  and  jettees  to  receive  us.      '  War   with 
the  world,  and  peace  with  our  conftituents.' 
Be  this  our  motto,  and  our   principle.     Then, 
indeed,  we  mall  be  truly  great."  b 
Vote  for  The  progrefs  of  the  inquiry  into  this  plan 

aboliftiing  engaged  the  attention  of  the  houfe  during  a 
o^usSe.  great  part  of  the  feffion  ;  the  debates  on  various 
claufes  of  the  bills  were  animated,  and  replete 
with  unufual  wit  and  eloquence  ;  but  the  only 
refult  of  the  fcheme  was  a  vote  for  aboliihing 
the  board  of  trade,  which  fell  a  victim  to  the 
wit  of  Burke,  directed  againft  fome  topics  urged 
in  its  defence,    much  more   than  to   its   own 

b  I  have  given   an   unufually  copious   extract   of  1  his  celebrated 
fpeech,  which  is  entitled  to  feiious  and  frequent  perufal,  as  contain- 
ing the  fentiments  of  an  eminent  fratefinan,  on  many  of  the  important 
topics  conne6ted  with  reform  and  economy.     The  zeal  of  party,  and 
v  the  Hate  of  the  times,  gave  birth  to  projects  net  altogether  confident 

with  propriety,  or  commenfiirate  to  the  dignity  of  the  fubiccr,  hut 
the  general  axioms,  and  the  political  principles  which  exier.d  to  the 
whole,  lyltem  of  government,  are  remarkable  for  their  wifdom  tem- 
mce,  and  juftice.  The  fpeech  at  length  is  in  Burke's  Works, 
vol,  ii.  p.  1 1  5. 

want 
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want  of  utility,  cumbroufnefs  of  expence,  or  chap, 
extent  of  patronage.     The  lords  of  trade  were   xxxvir. 
but   eight,    the   net   produce  of  their  Maries      1780. 
between  feven   and    eight   hundred  pounds   a 
year  ;  and  their  labours  were  comprifed  in  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  folio  volumes,  a  cir- 
cumfrance  which  Burke  ridiculed  with  incon- 
ceivable effect ;  but  allowing  that  each  of  thefe 

iios  mould  contain  the  fair  proportion  of 
dulnefs,  ltill  it  could  not  be  denied  that  many 
fane  principles  were  difcivtTed,  many  important 
facts  authenticated,  many  fagacious  projects 
recommended,    and    many    erroneous   fpecula- 

ms  expofed.  Perhaps  the  period  when  this 
board  was  fubfequently  abolimcd  was  the  very 
moment  when  its  active  functions  could  have 
been  moft  beneficially  exerted  ;  when  commerce 
was  about  to  receive  a  new  impulic,  and  unpre- 
cedented extenfion;  encouraged  by  circumstan- 
ces never forefeen,  yetembarraned  by  litigations, 
involved  in  the  difcordant  interefts  of  rivals,  and 
encumbered  with  queftions  both  legal  and  poli- 
tical, refpecfing  charters,  monopoly,  and  paper 
credit,  requiring  the  utmolt  calmnefs  in  invef- 
tigation  and  firmnefs  in  decifion. c 

While  Burke's  project  of  economy  and  re-  sth  Feb. 
form  was  yet  depending:,  feveral  auxiliary  pro-  Jrom™lf- 
positions  were  made  in  both  homes;  among  the  counts  ap. 
molt  prominent  of  which  was  the  appointment  Poi"^- 
of  a  commiffion  of  accounts,  in  conformity  to 
the  practice  in  the  reigns  of  king  William  and 
.11   Anne,   and   aim  oft   regularly    from   the 

«  The  reader,  whofe  curiofity  (hall  lead  him  to  purfue  the  train  of 
the  debates  on  Burke's  plan,  in  Debreti's  Parliamentary  Regilter, 
vol.  xvii.  will  find  enough  of  wifdom,  wit,  and  ingenious  argument 
to  repay  him  for  the  lime  employed.  The  moft  inftfu&ive  and  en- 
tertaining debates  will  be  found  at  p.p.  127,  156,  195,228,217s  154-j 
295,  37+,  and  5'38. — See  alio  an  account  of  this  motion  in  Gibbon's 
poittuunoujs  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  156  et  i«q, 

it  2  fecond 


244  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,  feconcl  year  after  the  Revolution  to  the  year 
1715.  This  fubjeet  was  i  introduced  to  the  houfe 
of  lords  by  the  carl  of  Shelburne,  in  pursuance 
of  a  notice  he  had  given  before  the  Chriftmas 
recefs.  In  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  he  accufed 
the  minifter  of  deluding  the  public  in  refpect 
to  affairs  of  finance,  misappropriating  the  fink- 
ing fund,  mifufmg  the  votes  of  credit,  and  ex- 
tending to  an  improper  degree  the  confidence 
of  the  bank.  lie  reviewed  the  mode  of  voting 
army  extraordinaries,  and  defcanted  with  fe  ve- 
rity on  the  fuppofed  frauds* of  contractors:  his 
projecl  embraced  alio  many  of  the  topics  in- 
cluded in  Burke's  plan,  which  was  not  yet 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe.  It  was  anfu  ered,  that 
the  bills  paifed  in  the  reigns  of  William  and 
Anne  had  been  discontinued,  becaufe  they  were 
found  to  anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  and  owed 
their  origin  and  exiftence  to  party.  After  the 
firm  eitabliihment  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  on 
the  throne,  when  faction,  tumult,  and  fedition 
were  crumed,  and  the  continual  fluctuation 
of  counfels  which  difTracled  and  perplexed  the 
two  preceding  reigns  gave  place  to  ftcadinefs 
and  ftability,  the  annual  law  for  examining, 
controlling,  and  ftating  the  public  accounts 
Avas  discontinued.  The  debate  which  was  very 
long,  and  embraced  many  other  topics  of  en- 
forcement and  objection,  ended  by  a  rejection 
of  the  motion d;  thirty-five  peers  fubferibed  a 
proteft. 

14th  Feb.  On  the  reception  of  Burke's  proportions, 
colonel  Barre  fuggefted  the  necefiity  of  fome 
addition  ;  he  did  not  think  the  reform  fuffici- 
ently  extenhve,  which  permitted  men  of  over- 
grown wealth  to  hold  unreduced  offices  in  the 
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exchequer,  reaping  advantages  from  the  wars  CHA,^* 
and  calamities  of  their  country.  The  extra-  J^^j' 
ordinaries  of  the  army  {truck  him  with  fur-  it** 
prile ;  and  all  his  efforts  had  failed  to  pro- 
cure fatisfa6tory  explanations.  He  there- 
fore propofecl,  on  fome  future  day,  to  move 
for  a  commiffion  of  accounts.  Lord  North 
heartily  coincided ;  he  was  ever  ready  to  re- 
ceive beneficial  propositions  from  either  fide  of 
the  houfe,  coniidered  the  courfe  of  the  ex- 
chequer inimical  to  fpeedy  and  effectual  con- 
troul,  and  ihould  for  the  fake  of  clearnefs  and 
preciiion  in  the  public  accounts,  fan6tion  the 
meafure  of  a  committee,  though  convinced  it 
would  he  impoffible  to  reduce  all  expences  to 
an  eftimate. 

Colonel  Barrl',  afterbeing  thusfupported  ad  Mar, 
by  the  minifter,  and  giving  him  credit  for  the 
liberality  and  manlinefs  of  his  fentiments,  felt 
no  fmall  mortification  when  lord  North  £>*ave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  appointing  a  commiffion,  not 
only  to  inquire  into  paft  expenditure,  but  into 
the  current  accounts.  The  minifter  was  chiefly 
impelled  to  undertake  this  meafure  by  the 
observations  which  fome  members  had  made, 
refpecling  his  declaration  on  colonel  Barrels 
notice  of  motion,  that  it  was  not  fin  cere,  but  / 

a  mere  parliamentary  trick ;  an  attempt  to 
gain  momentary  popularity  by  affecting  rea- 
dinefs  to  do  what  in  reality  he  did  not  intend. 
As  an  indifpatable  proof  of  his  real  fenti- 
ments,  he  laid,  he  ihould  bring  in  the  bill  now 
fuggeftedj  and  to  obviate  all  objections  refpecl- 
ing the  nomination  of  a  committee,  from  one 
or  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe;  ihould  propofe 
for  that  purpofe,  men  who  were  not  members. 
Colonel  Barre  protefting  that  lie  did  not  be- 

r  ^  lieve 
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chap,  lieve  the  hiftory  of  parliament  afforded  an 
xxxvn.  Jnftahce  of  a  fimilar  tranfacrion,  declared  him- 
J7i;0.  felf  ready  to  forego  all  complaints,  and  if  the 
iriinifter  really  meant  a  benefit  to  the  country, 
he  would  cheerfully  concur  and  rejoice  in  it, 
though  the  merit  due  to  him  mould  be  attributed 
to  another.  The  bill  was  however  oppofed  with 
coniiderable  warmth,  during  its  whole  progrefs. 
It  was  decried  as  tending  to  create  new  places 
in  the  sift  of  the  crown  with  larse  falaries, 
extenfive  influence,  and  new  patronage,  branch- 
ing out  into  the  lower  departments  of  clerks,  ac- 
countants, and  meffengers,  at  the  very  time 
that  the  people  were  petitioning  for  reduction 
of  expences  and  contraclion  of  influence.  The 
nomination  of  commiffioners  occafioned  a 
iftMay.  fpirited  debate.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  being  the 
rirft  named,  many  ludicrous  animadverfions 
were  made  on  his  change  of  employ  from  the 
truncheon  to  the  pen.  No  part  of  the  project 
efeaped  acrimonious  cenfure  ;  yet  the  bill  was 
palled;  gentlemen  of  the  firft  talent  and  refpec- 
tability  were  appointed  commiffioners,"  and 
their  reports  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  given 
to  the  public  in  -various  forms,  are  highly 
honourable  to  their  induftry  and  ability,  and  an 
excellent  body  of  political  information. 
'  Bills  for  Among    other   popular    mcafures    recom- 

txduding    mended  in  Burke's  fpeech  on  introducing  his 

and^fu?0"  P*an  0I*  reiorm>  were  tnc  revival  of  the  bill  of 
pending  laft  year,  for  excluding  contractors  from  fitting 
the  votes  of  jn  parliament,   and   that  for  fufpending    the 

revenue  r         r  , ,,  i  •    i  /•  1 

officers  re-   votes  of  revenue  officers,  whieli  was  formerly 

"j-        moved  by  Mr.  Dowdefwell.     Sir  Philip  Jen- 

24th  Feb.    nirigs  Gierke,  availed  himfelf  of  the  intimation, 

*  Sir  Gay  Carleton,  Thomas  Anguifh,  Arthur  Piggott,  Richard 
■  ive,  Samuel  Ecachcroft,  and  George  Drummond,  Efquires. 

and 
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and  re-introduced  his  former  unfuccefsful  bills,  chap. 
which  palled  the  houfe  of  commons  almoft  xxxvir. 
unoppofed,  and  apparently  unnoticed.  In  the  17So# 
houfe  of  lords,  it  met  with  ftrong  and  effectual  14th  Apr. 
oppofition  :  to  exclude  tax-gatherers  it  was  faid 
might  be  reafonable  and  juft,  as  they  might 
be  needy  and  liable  to  corruption ;  but  it  was 
incompatible  with  juftice  to  exclude  mer- 
chants of  great,  property  and  refpecf ability, 
merely  becaufe  they  happened  to  be  engaged 
fairly  and  openly  in  contracts  with  govern- 
ment: it  would  be  unjuftto  deprive  individuals 
of  their  right,  without  proof  of  their  having 
abided  it,  an  illiberal  and  cruel  ft  i  gin  a  on  a 
refpeciable  body  of  men,  and  a  mean  com- 
pliance with  popular  prejudice,  unworthy  the 
houfe  of  lords.  Belides  the  regulation  could 
not  in  all  cafes  be  effectual ;  contracts  for  fecret 
expeditions  muft  be  fecretly  made;  and  the 
twenty  days  notice  required  by  this  bill, 
could  not  poffibly  be  given,  when  a  fudden 
expedition  was  thought  neceffary.  In  favour 
of  the  bill,  the  ufual  ground  was  taken,  the  pro- 
digality, ignorance,  and  impolition  which  cha- 
racterifed  the  parties  to  modern  contracts,  were 
difplaycd  in  the  high  eft  colours  ;  and  it  was 
argued,  that  as  the  bill  affected  the  commons 
alone,  its  rejection  by  the  lords,  would  be  an  in- 
fult  on  that  body ;  Rich  had  been  the  reafoning 
of  lord  Mansfield  on  the  Middlefex  election,  and 
if  applicable  then,  it  was  equally  cogent  in  the 
prefent  inftance.  The  rejection  of  the  billf 
occafioned  a  proteft,  to  which  twenty-fix  peers 
figned  their  names,  as  concurring  partially  or 
totally  in  the  component  articles. 

f  61  to  41. 

Jt  4  Mk. 


24  8  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

chap.      Mr.  Crewe  introduced  the  bill  for  prevent- 

'iKw1'  m«  revenue  officers   from  voting,  which  Mas 

rraa-,      rjeiecM  on  the  fecond  reading:8  the  arguments 

3  nh  Apr.        *'  •  A  & 

were  not  new  or  important. 
Account  of      An.  thefe  debates,   and  many  others  which 
s*        engaged  the  attention  of  the  houfe,   had  con- 
itant  reference  to  the  petitions  which  were  daily 
received,    and   continually  expatiated  on   the 
popular   text,  the  neceffity   or  economy,  and 
the    increafino-    influence   of  the   crown.     As 
penfions   and   places   were   the    principal  ob- 
jects  embraced  in   this  plan   of  eenfure,    Sir 
j^diFeb.    George  Savile  obtained,  without  oppolition,  an 
order  that  an  account  of  all   places,   and  the 
falaries  annexed  to  them,  mould  be  laid  before 
And  of      the  houfe  ;  but  when  he  proceeded  to  require 
paicUtthe  an  account  of  all  pennons,  whether  paid  at  the 
exchequer    excheuuer  or  out  of  the  privy  purie,  for  life, 
the  houS6  years> or  at  pleasure,  the  motion  was  itrenuoully 
reiifted. 

Thi.s  debate  was  interrupted  by  the  indif- 
pofition  of  the  fpeaker,  which  occafioned  a 
sift  Feb.  mort  fufpenlion  of  bufinefs.  When  the  fittings 
of  parliament  were  relumed,  lord  North  moved 
an  amendment,  by  which  the  penfions  payable 
at  the  exchequer  only  ihould  be  publifhed. 
He  expofed  the  deluiion  practifed  on  the  pub- 
he,  in  ilat'ing  the  pretended  amount  of  the 
peirfion  lift,  and  affirmed  that,  deducting  the 
monies  paid  under  that  denomination  for  real 
ferVices,  and  as  actnal  falaries,  and  the  land 
tax  on  penfions,  which  returned  into  the 
coffers  of  the  ftate.  the  whole  fum  did  not 
amount  to  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  being 
ten  thoufand  leis  than  was  propofed  to  be  al- 

s  224.  to  195. 
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lowed   bv   Burke's   economical  fcheme.     The  chap. 
debate  terminated  in  a  violent  uproar,  occa-  A£f^; 
lioned    by     an    unwarrantable   perfonality    of      17S0. 
colonel  Barre,  A\ho  faid,  not  one   Englishmen 
had  rifen  to  fupport  the  minifier;  his  principal 
defenders  were,  the  attorney-general  (Wedder- 
burne),   and  the   lord   advocate  of   Scotland 
(Dundas).     When  the  ferment  occafioned  by 
this  national  remark  fubhded,  the  amendment 
of  the  minifter  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
two  only.h 

The  fame  fubjecl  was  introduced  to  the  io&Mar. 
upper  houi'e  by  the  earl  of  Effingham,  in  a 
motion  for  a  lift  of  all  pennons  enjoyed  by 
peers  of  parliament:  the  debate  was  concluded 
with  fome  warmth ;  the  ftate  of  the  Scotch 
peerage  was  fevcrely  animadverted  on,  and 
ably  defended.  The  propolition  was  loft  by  a 
coniiderable  majority.1 

In  ail  the  debates  of  this  feftion,  the   moft  Duels  be- 
licentious   invectives  were  indulged;    and   it  tween 
appeared  the  wiili   of  political   opponents   to  ™£paiS_ 
urge  parliamentary  altercation  to  the  unpar-  mem, 
donable  extremes   of   perfonal  animofity.     In      h  Nov% 
confequcnce   of  fome  words   fpoken    on   the     1779. 
firft  day   of  the   fefiion,    and   miireprefented, 
through  the  ignorance  or  malice  of  a  news- 
paper reporter,   Mr.   Adam  engaged  in  a  duel 
with  Mr.  Fox,  and  wounded  him   nightly  in 
the  body. 

On  the  removal  of  lord  Carmarthen  from  6th  Mar. 
the  lord  lieutenancy   of    the  Eait  Riding  of     1^°- 
Yorkfhire,  and  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  from 
that  of  Wilts,    lord  Shelburne  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  afcertain  the  advifers  of  thofe  mea- 
lures. k     In  the  courle  of  his  fpeech,  the  eail 

h  188  to  iS6*-       *  ji  to  24.,        k  It  was  negatived,  92  to  39. 

reflected 
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■vxxvn  re^e<^ed  m  contemptuous  terms  on  the  appoint* 
\^~*/  ment  of  Mr.  Fullarton,  to  the  command  of  a 
I780,  new  raifed  regiment,  with  the  temporary  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel,  mentioning  him  as  a 
sothMar.  couwiis.1  Colonel  Fullarton,  with  a  warmth 
which  the  occafion  excufed;*  though  it  may 
not  be  juitified,  vindicated  himfelf,  and  highly 
refented  the  attack.  Another  duel  was  the 
confequence,  in  which  lord  Shelburne  was 
wounded.  Sir  James  Lowther  made  the  tranf- 
aclion  the  fubject  of  a  converfation  (for  there 
was  no  motion),  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by 
declaring  if  queftions  of  a  public  nature  were 
tried  by  appeals  to  the  fword,  the  Britifh  par- 
liament would  foon  referable  a  polilh  diet. 
Mr.  Adam  explained,  in  the  molt  handfome 
manner,  his  difference  with  Mr.  Fox,  but  the 
diicufiion  produced  no  confequences.m 

Debnteson         CoLONEL    FuLLARTONT     incurred     this    at- 

thcraifmg  tack  in  confequence  of  having  railed  a  regi- 
reSnSts!1  ment  f°r  the  fervice  of  government,  an  effort 
of  zeal,  which  gave  peculiar  offence  to  opposi- 
tion, and  which  they  omitted  no  opportunity 
5th  April,  of  decrying.  In  a  debate  on  the  army  extra- 
ordinaries,  Fox,  with  great  bitternefs,  cenfured 
the  manner  of  obtaining  thefe  levies,  and  of 
giving  and  withholding  preferment:  he  ani- 
madverted with  feverity  on  the  appointment 
of  the  honourable  George  North,  eldeft  fon  of 
lord  North,  to  the  command  of  the  Cinque 
Port  regiment,  on  the  pormotion  of  colonel 
Fullarton,  and  particularly  on  the  conduct, 
of    colonel    Holroyd    (now    lord    Sheffield), 

1  He  had  been  employed  under  lord  Stormor.t,in  the  embaiTy  to  Paris. 

m  AddrefTes  of  congratulation  were  voted  by  many  of  the  corre- 
fponding  committees  to  lord  Shelburne,  and  fome  pretty  plainly  in- 
finuated,  that  he  owed  his  danger  to  the  refentment  of  government, 
ut  the  part  he  had  taken  in  behalf  of  the  people.       , 

which 
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which  be  had  totally  mifconceived.  The  chap. 
attack  however,  produced  an  explanation  xxxvii. 
highly  honourable:    colonel  Holroyd   replied    ^^ 

a  great  fpirit,  that,  the  members  ofoppofi- 
tion.  fo  tar  from  being  willing  to  affift  the  public 
caufe,  could  not  reprefs  their  indignation  againft. 
thofe  who  endeavoured  to  be  ufeful  even  at  the 
moment  of  fuch  an  alarming  crifis.  He  faid, 
that  when  the  French  and  Spaniih  fleets  wece 
off  the  coaft,  lie  had  offered  to  raife  light  troops 
without  expence  to  the  country,  which  he  did  in 
a  very  fhort  time,  and  the  circumftance  it  was  in- 
tended to  arraign,  fo  tar  from  being  advantage- 
ous to  him,  was  very  much  the  contrary,  and  only 
beneficial  to  the  fervice  and  the  officers,  ah 
of  whom  came  from  old  regiments.  No  litua^ 
tion  in  the  army  could  be  more  agreeable  to 
him,  than  that  he  already  held  in  the  Suffex 
militia;  nor  could  any  remuneration,  in  the 
power  of  government,  compenfate  for  the  neg- 
lect of  his  private  affairs,  and  the  defertion  of 
his  home:  a  home  which  he  had  fcarcely  feen 
iince  the  commencement  of  the  war.  His  con- 
tempt for  fuch  infmuations,  he  faid,  would 
have  kept  him  filent,  had  not  the  refpect  due 
to  the  houfe  rendered  fome  explanation  ne- 
ceflary;  no  man  in  that  houfe  or  in  England 
was  more  independent  in  principle,  difpofition, 
or  fituation.  fie  was  not  personally  known  to 
any  member  of  adminiltration,  but  in  the  pre- 
fent  crifis,  he  confidered  it  his  duty  to  fupport 
the  fervants  of  the  public  againft  thofe  who 
were  endeavouring  to  take  the  government  by 
ftorm.  This  happy  and  juft  exprenion  was 
often  afterwards  quoted  with  undiminished 
effect. 

Ax  altercation  of  more  political  importance,   13  th  Mar. 
occurred  between  the  minifter  and  the  fpeaker  A1,tlCil- 

01   tween  loi  J 
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chap,  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
xxxvii.  ton  jla(j  |01  been  difiatisfied  at  the  difap- 
x78o.  pointmeut  of  fome  expectations  of  aggrandize-? 
SirFletchcr  roent,  and  had  in  confequence  formed  an  in- 
Norton.  timate  connexion  with  the  oppofition.  The 
firit  public  difplay  of  this  fentiment  occurred 
in  a  debate  on  Burke's  plan  of  economy.  In 
a  former  difcuffion,  Mr.  Rigby  had  attempted 
to  eftablifh  as  a  principle,  that  parliament 
had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure 
of  the  civil  lift,  and  Fox,  having  previ- 
oufly  fecured  the  opinion  of  the  fpeaker,  took 
occafion  to  introduce  the  fubjecr.  in  a  committee, 
and  referred  to  him  for  a  decifion,  which  was 
given  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  axiom  of 
adminiftration.  If  the  minifter  was  aftoniihed 
at  this  defertion,  he  was  not  lefs  furprifed  at 
the  declaration  with  which  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
accompanied  it ;  that  lord  North  and  he  were 
not  friends,  nor  had  any  confidential  or  friendly 
intercourfe  fubfifted  between  them,  finee 
the  time  when,  in  fulfilling  his  duty,  he  had 
conveyed  the  fentiments  of  parliament  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne;  a  recent  tranfaction 
rendered  it  neceffary  for  him  and  the  noble  lord 
to  ftand  on  the  moft  unequivocal  terms.  Be- 
ing preffed  to  explain  the  laft  infmuation,  he/ 
fiated,  that  at  the  preffing  requeftof  the  duke  of 
Grafton,  communicated  through  Mr.  Rigby, 
he  had  confented,  on  the  death  of  Sir  John  Cuit, 
to  accept  the  fpeaker's  chair  :  but  his  compli- 
ance was  accompanied  with  an  exprefs  referva- 
tion,  that  an  opening  ihould  be  kept  for  his 
return  to  Weftminfter  Hail,  on  the  firft  eligible 
vacancy.  Although  this  proraife  was  politively 
made,  and  although  he  was  well  entitled  to  a 
preference  from  his  long  (landing  at  the  bar, 
high  profefiional  character,  and  being  the  only 
tf  lawyer 
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lawyer  at  that  time  in  the  cabinet ;  he  had  now  chap. 
the  mortification  to  find  that  a  negotiation  was  ,w__v._,* 
carrying-  on  to  prevail  on  Sir  William  de  Grey,  1780. 
the  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  to  refign, 
and  place  the  attorney-general  in  his  room. 
This  he  considered  an  injury,  as  the  individual 
thus  preferred  was  not  by  length  of  practice, 
or  profeffional  reputation,  qualified  to  impede 
his  claims.  The  minifter  denied  that  he  Mas 
refponfible  for  promifes  made  by  his  predecef- 
fors  in  office;  and  after  along-  perfonal  alter- 
cation between  lord  North  and  the  fpeaker, 
Wedderburne,  with  polhhed  wit,  and  irrefraga- 
ble argument,  fliewed  the  arrogance  and  abiur- 
dity  of  Sir  Fletcher's  pretentions.  He  faid  it 
was  difgracing  the  profeffion,  degrading  his 
character,  and  betraying  the  intereft  of  the 
country,  to  feek  iinecure  emolument  as  a  com- 
penfation  for  quitting  a  practice  in  which  he 
could  fecure  honourable  independency ;  yet 
the  fpeaker  did  not  hefitate  to  avow,  that  he 
had  received  the  moft  valuable  tinecure  he  en- 
joyed, (the  chief  jufticeihip  in  Eyre)  for  tranf- 
acting  the  bufinefs  of  the  privy-council.  But 
it  was  not  true,  as  he  afierted,  that  there  was 
then  no  perfon  of  the  profeffion  belonging  to 
that  board  ;  Sir  Eardly  Wilmot,  late  chief 
juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  Mr.  Sewell,  mafter 
of  the  rolls,  lord  Mansfield,  lord  Bathurft,  the 
chancellor,  and  all  the  cuftomarv  law  officers, 
had  feats  in  council.  With  refpect  to  himfelf, 
he  was  as  ready  to  allow  as  the  fpeaker  was  to 
affert,  that  in  point  of  character,  handing,  pre- 
tentions, and  education,  he  was  not  equally  with 
him  qualified  for  a  common  law  court ;  but  tince 
Sir  Fletcher  had  quitted  Weftminfter  Hall,  to 
Hide  fi lit  into  an  ample  finecure,  and  next  into 
the  chair  of  that  houfe;he  could  not  be  offended 

if 
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if  many  who  continued  to  labour  with  intluftiy 
and  affiduity  in  the  field  he  had  deferted,  looked 
forward  alio  to  the  rewards  of  their  labour,  and 
the  gratification  of  their  ambition.  He  con- 
fidered  the  ofiice  of  iudire  too  delicate  in  its 
nature  and  execution,  to  he  She  ohjeel  of  ioli- 
citation;  nor  would  he  be  fo  forgetful  of  pro- 
priety as  to  make  perianal  differences  matter  of 
public  complaint ;  fo  loll  to  decorum,  as  to  call 
on  thehoufeto  interfere  in  a  private  negotia- 
tion ;  he  would  never  fo  humblehis  own  character 
as  to  make  a  difagreernent  with  the  minifter, 
the  ground  of  his  opinion,  on  a  great  and  im- 
portant political  regulation.  From  this  period 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton  joined  the  cry  of  opposi- 
tion, and  fpoke  with  all  the  fervour  of  party 
on  the  influence  of  the  crown,  the  abufes  of 
prerogative,  and  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  a 
itrong'illuftration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpoles  recipe 
for  making  a  patriot,11 

During  thefe  violent  altercations,  petitions 
were  daily  laid  before  the  houfe,  in  introduc- 
ing which  many  members  ufed  language 
fhewing  a  firm  reliance  on  an  extraneous  inter- 
ference, which  Jhould  regulate  by  terror  the 
deliberations  of  parliament  Sir  George  Savile, 
on  prefenting  the  York  petition,  faid,  the 
miniihy  would  not  dare  to  refufe  healing 
it,  though  the  prayer  might  be  eluded  by 
artifice  and  juggling,  yet  if  parliament, 
mocked  the  people,  the  people  would  learn  not 
to  refpeel  parliament.  The  petition  was  not 
prefented  by  men  with  fwords  and  muikets,  nor 


n  "  Patriots,"  he  faid,  "  fpring  up  likemuflirooms  :  I  could  raife 
fifty  of  them  within  the  four-and-twenty  hours.  I  have  railed  many 
of  them  in  one  night.  It  is  but  refilling  to  gratify  an  unreafonable 
or  an  infolent  demand,  and  up  Harts  a  patriot."  See  Coxe's  Me- 
moirs of  Sir  Robert  Walpolc,  quarto,  vol.  i.  p.  659. 

inftigated 
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inftigated  by  a  few  incendiaries,  operating  on    chap. 
fimple  and  credulous  individuals  in  hedge  ale-  X^VJ^' 
houfes  :    it  Mas  moved  in  an  aiTembly   of  up-      *78o. 
Maids  of  fix  hundred  gentlemen,  in  a  hall,  the 
v/ails  of  which  in  doled  more  property  than  the 
Malls  of  the  houfe  of  commons.      Fox  ufed  13thMar< 
language  equally  hold  in  offering  the  Weftmin- 
iter  petition  ;    and  Sir  James  Lowther,  in  pre-'  thA  riL 
fenting  that  from  Cumberland,  faid,    "  if  the 
houfe  ihould  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  fo  refpeeta- 
ble    a  body  of  fubfcribers,    they    would    do 
themfelves  juftice  by  withholding  the  taxes. 
Minifters  might  think  to  dragoon  them  into 
the  payment,   but  ftich  meafures  of  coercion 
would  be  attended  with  confequences  too  horrid 
for  even  them  to  venture.     If  a  legal  courfeof 
enforcement   were  attempted,    let   adminiftra- 
tion  refieel   who  would  be  the  juries,  and  con- 
sider whether  they  were  likely  to  obtain  afmgle 
verdict/'     Againft  feveral  of  thefe  petitions, 
protefts  and  counter-petitions  were  prefented, 
m  hich  called  down  all  the  vehemence  of  oppo- 
lition.     On  the  proteft  againft  the  Hereford  sthMar. 
petition,  Mr.  Barrow  petulantly  obferved,  that 
it  had  been  moftly  figned   by  the  gentry   at 
and   about  the  cathedral,  with  the   biihop  at 
their   head.     So  long  as  thefe  people  Mere  per- 
mitted to  batten  in  idlenefs  on  the  labour  and 
induflry  of  their  fellow  fubjects,  they  would  do 
well  to  conduct  themfelves  with  moderation 
and  decency,  left  the  rage  of  reformation  ihould 
forcibly  inculcate  thofe  lelibns.     They  enjoyed 
jjnecure  places,  and  were  in  the  receipt  of  enor- 
mous profits  and  exorbitant  emoluments;    it 
was  therefore  matter  of  furprife,  that  they  were 
not  included  in  the  letter,  as  they  manifeftly 
were  in  the  fpirit  of  the  petitions.     He  was 
adverfe   to  partialities;    and  though  full   and 
adequate  rewards  for  fervices  were  but  equita- 
ble, 
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xxxvu    °'e>  yet  a  parcel  of  idle,  luxurious,  proud,  and 

a-^v-w  overbearing  fellows  fleepingin  their  italls,  and 
fupported  by  the  toil,  fweat,  and  laborious  in- 
duftry  of  the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of 
people,  was  an  evil  as  repugnant  to  natural 
juftice  and  found  policy,  as  it  was  difgraceful 
and  injurious  to  true  religion.  The  clergy  were 
'  no  lefs  virulently  and  indecently  abufed  by  Mr. 
Turner,  who  called  them  friends  of  arbitrary 
power,  enemies  of  the  free  conftitution  which 
fed  and  protected  them,  and  dangerous  engines 
of  ftate  in  the  hands  of  an  ambitious  prince  or 
wicked  administration.  During  the  reigns  of 
James  I.  and  that  obftinate  and  preverfe  ty- 
rant Charles,  his  fon,  they  had  preached  the 
moft  fcandalous  and  mameful  doctrines,  and 
were  the  chief  caufe  of  the  fatal  end  of  that 
tyrant,  whom  their  fucceffors  ftill  affected  to 
deify.  They  ftill  propagated  the  fame  dange- 
rous doctrines  in  their  writings  and  difcouifes, 
and  there  was  no  foundation  on  which  arbitrary 
power  could  be  erected  equal  to  a  {landing 
army  and    a  dependent  church. 

The  efforts  ufed  to  enforce  the  adoption  of 
meafures  confiftent  with  the  petitions,  were 
conformable  to  the  violence  of  language  which 

6th  Mar.  accompanied  their  introduction.  Sir  George 
Savile  intimated,  that,  until  the  petitioners 
received  fome  alfurance  of  relief,  it  would  be 
advifeable  to  vote  the  loan  piece-meal,  accord- 

—J-  ing  to  the  requisitions  of  the  public  fervice; 

and  when  the  committee  brought  up  the  report 
of  ways  and  means,  a  motion  was  made  for 
deferring  it  till  the  day  after  that  appointed  for 
difcuffmg  the  petitions,  but  the  proportion  was 
feebly  fupported,  and  rejected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority.6 

o  J4.C  to  3-7' 
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The  important  day  deftined  for  difcuffing  chap. 
the  petitions,  was  anticipated  with  eager  ex-  ^^^* 
peclation,  and  met  with  all  the  zeal  and  all      1780. 
the  addrefs  of  party.     A  meeting  of  the  in-  D^fi 
habitants   of  Weftminfter    was   convened   bv  of 'the 
direction  of  the  correfponding  committee,   a  Pet»ions. 
report  from  that  body  read,  and  defcanted  on 
by  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  fupported  by  the  dukes 
of  Devonshire  and  Portland,  and   many  other 
antiminifterial    leaders.       Government,    fore- 
feeing  the  effect  of  this  manoeuvre  in  over- 
awing the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature,  drew 
forth  the  military,  and  itationed  a  considerable 
body  in  the  neighbourhoood  of  Weftminfter 
Hall. p     A  call  of  the  houfe  was  alfo  ordered, 
and  petitions  continued  to   be  prefented  till 
the    commencement   of   the    debate.      Thefe 
popular  m  Wives  amounted  to  forty,   and  were 
iubfcribed  with  fo  manv  names,  that  the  mafs 
of  parchment  feemed  rather  calculated  to  bury 
than  cover  the  fpeaker's  table. q 

Dunning  opened  the  bufmefs  of  the  day. 
Independently  of  the  great  objeels  reconi* 
mended  to  the  attention  of  parliament  by  the 
petitions,  varying  according  to  the  particular 
ideas  of  the  feveral  clafles  of  petitioners,  there 
\va3  one  great  fundamental  point,  he  obferved, 
on  which  they  all  hinged,  that  of  fetting  limits  to, 
and  paring  down  the  in  created,  dangerous,  and 
alarming  influence  of  the  crown,  and  an  eco- 

P  This  exertion  of  government  was  fcverely  arraigned  by  oppo- 
fition,  and  formed  the  fubiecl  of  feveral  converfations,  and  at  length 
of  a  motion  by  Sir  William  Meredith  :  the  debate  was  exceedingly 
warm.  Burke,  in  a  mod  violent  fpeech,  reprobated,  the  Middlelex 
ma^iltrates,  as  the  fcum  of  tho  earth,  and  Fox  declared  that  if  armed 
rhen  were  thus  let  looi'e  on  the  constitutional  meetings  of  the  people, 
all  who  frequented  them  mull  go  armed.  See  commons  debates,  iotti 
and  25th  April,  and  ioth  May. 

\  The  exprefllon  in  the  Annual  Regiller  for  1780,  p.  165. 

vol.  in.  s  nomical 
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chap. 'nomical   expenditure  of  the   public    money, 
xxxvn*  In  one  view,  both  thefe  objects  might  be  con- 
1780.     falidated   into   one   principle :    if  the   public 
money  was  faithfully  applied  and  frugally  ex- 
pended, that  would  reduce  the  influence  of  the 
crown;    or,  if  the  influence  of  the  crown  was 
reftrained  within  its  natural  and  conftitutional 
limits,  it  would   reitore  that  power  which  the 
conftitution  had  veiled  in  the  houfe,  of  inquir- 
ing into,  and  controuling  the  expenditure  of 
public    money.       But,    in   purfuance    of    the 
objects  held  forth  and  recommended  in  the  peti- 
tions, he  lliould  divide  the  principle,  and  pro- 
pofe   fome  remedy,  or  frame  fome  refolution, 
which  would  ferve  as  a  bans  on  which  he  might 
erect  a  fyftem  of  meafures  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes,  and  comply  with  the  wifhes  of  the  peti- 
tioners.    He  reviewed  with  great  feveritv  the 
conduct  of  nainifters  with  refpeet  to  Burke's 
plan  of  economy;  [hey  had  received  it  with  a 
fhew  of  candour,  a  kind  of  mock  approbation, 
but  afterwards  declared  all  the  material  objecls 
it  propofed  to  attain,   fundamentally    wrong. 
Colonel  Barre's  fiiffseftion  of  a  committee  of 
accounts,  had  been,  in  an  uncandid,  ungentle- 
manlike  manner,  {hatched  out  of  his  hands,, 
and   commifiioners  appointed,   who  were  not 
members  of  parliament,  but  mere  nominees  of 
the  minifter.     The  bill  for  excluding  contract- 
ors had  palled  that  houfe,  but  minifters  and 
their  friends  confidently  predicted  its  reje6tion 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  lb  that  all  which  had 
been  done  in  confequence  of  the  pile  of  parch- 
ment on  the  table,   containing  the  fentiments 
and   petitions  of  above  a  hundred   thoufand 
electors,  amounted  to  no  more  than  the  adoption, 
of  one  fmgle  claufe  of  Burke's  bill,  which  {land- 
ing thus  naked  and  folitary,  was  of  little  or  no 
*"•  impor- 
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importance.  He  trufted,  however,  that  the  chap* 
people  of  England  would  refent  the  infult  they  ^ZL1* 
fuftained,  from  thofe  who  to  oppreffion  and  l7*0i 
neglect  had  added  mockery  and  contempt. 
The  great  objects  of  the  petitioners  had  been  re- 
filled in  argument,  and  by  the  public  avowals 
of  the  minifter  and  his  friends.  They  had 
alferted,  in  contradiction  to  the  petitioners,  that 
the  influence  of  the  crown  was  not  too  exten- 
five,  and  ought  not  to  be  retrenched ;  and  that 
it  was  not  competent  for  the  houfe  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift.  To  bring 
thefe  points  fairly  to  iffue,  he  would  abftract 
two  proportions  from  the  petitions,  fhort,  fim- 
ple,  and  calculated  to  draw  forth  a  direct  affir- 
mative or  negative.  If  the  committee  agreed 
in  them,  he  ihould  propofe  real,  fubftantive, 
practical  meafures ;  but  fhould  they  difagree 
or  diifent,  or  endeavour  to  evade  or  procras- 
tinate, there  would  be,  at  once,  an  end  of  the 
petitions,  and  a  full  anfwer  to  the  petitioners. 

His  firft  proportion  was,  "  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  has  increafed,  is  increaiing, 
and  ought  to  be  diminiihed." 

The  opponents  of  this  dangerous  axiom 
argued  that  it  was  not  fairly  deduced  from  th© 
petitions,  unfupported  by  evidence,  and  of  a 
nature  too  abftracl.  for  the  houfe  to  decide  in 
the  fhape  of  a  vote.  It  tended  to  no  given 
object,  for  it  did  not  affect  to  fay,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  was  in  itfelf  improper,  or 
had  been  unfairly  increafed,  but  made  a  leap 
from  two  ifolated  affertions,  to  an  unfounded 
concluiion,  that  the  influence  ought  to  be  dimi- 
ttiihed.  Lord  Nugent  obferved,  that  Blaek- 
ftone  and  Hume,  who  were  quoted  by  Dunning, 
had  faid  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  began 
to  ihew  itfclf  in   1742:  he  fate  in  parliament 
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chap,   before  that  period,  and  remembered  that  fimilar 
xxxvn  .  {peculations  and  clamours  had  then  long  pre- 
^uf    vailed ;    he  then,    and   ftill   confidered   them 
totally  unfounded. 

The  general  events  of  lord  North's  admi- 
niitration  were  cited  to  prove,  that  by  the  cor- 
rupt influence  of  the  crown,  he  retained  his 
office  in  opposition  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation. 
His  whole  bufmefs,  for  a  feries  of  years,  had 
been  to  make  excufes,  and  devife  expedients  ; 
to  find  fupplies  from  year  to  year,  without  in- 
venting any  method  in  finance,  any  fcheme  of 
fupply,    comprehenfive    or   permanent.      The 
people  would   bear  taxes,  though   enormous, 
when  they  heard  of  vi6tories,  and  an  exteniion  of 
commerce  and  territory ;  but  were  apt  to  judge 
of  minilters,  not  from  ingenious  excufes  made 
for  their  conduct,  either  bv  themfelves  or  others, 
but  from  the  fuccefs  that  followed  their  mca- 
fures.     Sir  Fletcher  Norton  alio  made  a  long 
fpeech,  in  fupport  of  the  motion  ;    affirming 
the  exorbitant  power  of  the  crown,  and  the 
increafe    of   corrupt    influence.     If  members 
thought  proper  to  vote  the  petitions  of  fo  many 
thoufands  of  the  people  falfe  and  unfounded, 
he  wiihed  them  joy  in  the  profpect  of  meeting 
their  constituents. 

It  was  already  apparent,  from  the  temper  of, 
the  houfe,  and  the  effect  of  many  perfonal  ar- 
guments, that  the  divifion  would  be  hoftile  to 
the  wiihes  of  adminiftration  ;  Mr.  Dundas 
-therefore  moved,  that  the  chairman  mould 
leave  the  chair ;  a  proportion  which  being  un- 
derftood  to  ftifle  the  inquiry,  was  ill  received, 
and  unfupported. 

Lord  INorth  vindicated  his  own  conduct 
with  great  ability  ;  he  never  had  infinuated 
that  his  abilities  were  equal  to  his  iituation,  he 

had 
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had  always  declared  his  readinefs  to  retire  when-   £  ha  p. 
ever  his  ibvereign  and  the  people  iliould  wiih    ^^^ 
it ;  but  if  it  were  true,  as  had  been  afferted,  that      ,78o« 
he  was  kept  in  office  by  the  efforts  of  oppofi- 
tion,  he  could  not  but  iuppofe  he  owed  his  con- 
tinuance in  place  to  the  exertions  of  thofe  who 
had  formerly  contended  againtt.  the  rights  of 
the   people  of  Great   Britain,   and    were  now 
known  to  be  purfuing  meafures  calculated  to 
f  ub vert  the  conftitution. 

After  the  difcuffion  had  been  protracted  to  Refblutions 
a  great  length,  Mr..  Dundas  obtained  leave  to  f^aiugthc 
withdraw  his  motion  for  vacating  the  chair,  influence  of 
and  to  add,  as  an  amendment  to   the  origi-  thecrow 
nal  proportion,  the  words,    "it  is  now  riecef- 
fary  to  declare."     Fox,  readily  acceding  to  the 
amendment,  inforced  the  principle  of  the  ori- 
ginal motion,  by  faying  that  if  it  was  negatived, 
not  only  the  committee,  but  the  houfe  Iliould 
never  fit  again.     It  appears  that  the  lord  advo- 
cate's reafon  for  this  amendment,  was' founded 
in  a  certainty  of  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  oppo- 
sition ;  and   as   his  former   effort  was   merely 
directed  to  gain  time,  his  prefent  aim  was  to 
convert  that  which  was  projected  as  a  general 
aifertion,    to   a  temporary   declaration,  which 
might  at  any  fubfequent  period  be  retracted  or 
difavowed.     The  amended  motion  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  eighteen. r 

Dunning,   purfuing  his  fuccefs,   moved  a  Theexpen- 
fecond  refoiution,  "  that  it  was   competent  to  f^^f 
the  houie,  whenever  they  thought  proper,   to  m- 
examine  into  and  correct  abufes  in  the  expen- 
diture of  the  civil  lift  revenues."     To  this  pro- 
portion only  a  feeble  refiftance  was  offered; 
the  minifter,  with  more  reafon  than  probability 
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chap,   of  fuccefs,  deprecating  the  further  proceeding 
xxxvii.  0f  the  committee. 

L17go.'J        A  third  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt, 
Ana  the     and  fimilarly  deprecated  by  lord  North,  alfo 
Sl!»Lotthe  pa^ed  without   a   divifion  ;  affirming,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  houfe  to  provide  immediate 
and  effectual  redrefs  of  the  abufes  complained 
of  in  the  petitions. 
RefoUnions       As  if  afraid  of  giving  the  houfe  a  moment 
reported.      for  recollection,  Fox  moved,  at  pail  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  that  the  refolutions  mould  be 
immediately  reported  ;  lord  North  in  vain  op- 
pofed  the  proceeding,  as  violent,  arbitrary,  and 
unufual;  the  report  was  brought  up,  and  the 
houfe  adjourned. 
soth  April.       On  the  next  fitting  of  the  committee,  Dun- 
Motion  for  jrfmg  moved  that,  in  order  to  fecure  theindepen- 
monies        deiice  of  parliament,  and  obviate  all  fufpicions 
pajd  to        of  its  purity,  the  proper  officer  ihould,  in  future, 
within  ieven  days  after  the  meeting,  lay  before 
the  houfe  an  account  of  all.  monies  paid  out 
of  the  civil  lift,  or  any  part  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, to  or  for  the  ufe  of,   or  in  trull  for  any 
member  of  parliament.     However  unfounded 
the    fufpicion   might  be,   he  faid  the  public 
firmly  believed  that  large  fums  were  conveyed 
into  the  pockets  of  their  reprefentatives.     If 
any  members  did  unduly  poifefs  themfelves  of 
the  public  money,  this  proportion  would  dif- 
tinguiih  them  ;  if  not,  it  would  be  acceded  to 
without  difficulty.    Slight  obje6fions  were  made 
to  the  motion,  as  propofmg  a  tell  which  might 
be  unpleafant  to  the  upper  houfe,  and  beget 
differences,  but  it  was  carried  without  a  divi- 
fion. 
Vote  for  Dunning  next  propofed  a  refolution  that 
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clerks  of  the  green  cloth,  and  their  deputies,    chap. 
mould  be  rendered  incapable  of  fitting  in  the  ^S^JJ" 
houfe  of  commons.     This  motion  encountered      1780. 
confiderabre  oppofition,   and  on  a  divifion  of 
the  committee,  the  majority  in  favour  of  the 
oppoiition  was  reduced  to  two. s 

Before  the  next  fitting  of  the  committee,  Hth# 
the  indiipofition  of  the  ipeaker  occafioned  an  uinefsof 
adjournment  of  ten  days,  which  was  moved  by  JJj$Jeaker" 
Dunning,  and  fanclioned  by  the  general  body  men*, 
of  oppofition, though  objected  to  by  lord  North, 
as  inconvenient,  and  detrimental  to  the  purfuit 
of  public  bufinefs. 

When  the  fpeaker  had  fufficiently  recovered  24th. 
to  attend  his  duty,  Dunning  moved  an  addrefs,  Motion 
requeuing  the  king  "  not  to  diffolvc  the  par-  dfffoiving 
liament,  or  prorogue  the  feffion,  till  proper  parliament. 
meafures  ihould  be  adopted  for  d im miming 
the  influence  of  the  crown,  and  correcting  the 
other  evils  complained  of  in  the  petitions."' 
He  farcaftically  alluded  to  the  unufual  fulnefs 
of  the  houfe,  hoping  the  new  comers  would 
mew  their  zeal  for  their  country,  their  regard 
for  the  people,  and  their  abhorrence  of  undue 
influence,  by  fupporting  the  motion,  and  that 
the  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  of  the  fixth 
of  April,  would  receive  an  augmentation  of 
twenty  or  thirty.  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  who  fe- 
conded  the  motion,  read  refolutions  of  the 
Cambridge  county-meeting,  approving  the  late 
proceedings,  and  conjured  the  houfe  not  to 
repreis  the  budding  confidence  of  the  nation, 
and  infpire  popular  rage ;  when  the  people  were 
once  inflamed,  who  could  ilop  them,  or  fay, 
"■  thus  far  llialt  thou  go  and  no  farther"  ? 

8  215  to  213, 

s  4,  Mb. 


26*4  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND, 

chap.  Mr.  Adam  was  the  moft  confpicuous  oppo« 
xxxvii.  ncnt  0f  ^he  motion,  and  made  a  fpeech  of  ex- 
178®.  traordinary  ability,  ihewing  the  improper  foun- 
dation of  the  petitions,  and  the  error  of  thofe 
who  had  deviled  an  appeal  to  the  people.  He 
painted,  in  terms  no  lefs  animated  than  juft, 
the  dangers  of  beginning  a  reformation  by 
means  of  the  people,  and  cited  the  memorable 
days  of  Charles  I.  to  prove,  that  although  hu- 
man intellect  and  virtue  were  then  at  their 
greateft  height;  though  the  patriots  who  be- 
gan an  oppofition  to  the  court  were  juftified  by 
the  moft  imperious  motives,  yet  they  were 
compelled  by  increafmg  licentioufnefs  to  with- 
draw from  aclive  interference,  and  doomed  to 
view  the  overthrow  of  the  conftitution,  and 
the  eftabliihment  of  the  moft  oppreffive  and 
arbitrary  defpotifm  that  had  ever  curfed  a 
nation. 

Fox  made  an  animated  reply,  afcribing  the 
misfortunes  of  Charles  I.  to  the  obftinacy  and 
infmcerity  of  his  character,  and  to  the  omifiion 
of  an  early  attention  to  the  willies  of  his  fub- 
jecls,  which  would  have  prevented  all  the  cala- 
mities of  his  reign,  and  mifchiefs  which  fuc- 
ceeded  it.  The  miniftry  and  their  proftitute 
followers,  had  fpared  no  pains,  fcrupled  at  no 
means  to  traduce,  calumniate,  and  vilify  thofe 
who  oppofed  them  ;  perfonal  weakneffes,  follies 
of  youth,  and  foibles  of  age,  had  been  exhibited 
to  the  public  as  enormous  crimes ;  fome  were 
abufed  for  being  too  rich,  others  for  being  too 
poor,  and  flight  indifcretions  were  converted 
into  grievous  accufations.  But  would  thefe 
artifices  induce  them  to  abandon  their  own 
vote,  the  glorious  vote  of  the  fixth  of  April  ? 
A  vote  which  the  prefent  motion  alone  could 
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carry  into  execution.     The  houfe  was  pledged,    ^L^ 
in  the  moft  iblemn  manner,  to  redrefs  griev-    v-v^J 
ances :   like  an  individual  who  enters  into   a      *7&>- 
bond  with  a  penalty,  they  were  bound  to  reduce 
the  undue  influence  of  the  crown,  and  the  pe- 
nalty of  non-performance  would  be  a  forfeiture 
of  the  affections  of  the  people. 

The  motion  was  reprobated  by  lord  George 
Germaine,  as  an  improper  mode  of  abridging 
the  royal  prerogative;  Dundas  ridiculed  it  as 
a  recruiting  officer  fent  out  by  oppohtion  to 
beat  up  for  grievances  and  enlift  motions.  It 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  fifty-one. !  ej_ 

After  the  divifion,   Fox,  in  a  philippic  no  EjJSJ^j,- 
lefs  eloquent  than  fevere,  expretled  his  indig- 
nant refentment  at  the  vote,   which  he  termed 
treacherous,  fcandalous,  and  difgraceful.     Not 
fo  in  thofe  who  oppofed  the  proportion  of  the 
fixth   of  April;  they   acted   confidently,    and 
like  men  differing  upon  principle,   and   would 
have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  ihameful  verfati- 
lity,  if  they  abandoned  the  meafu res  they  had 
once   avowed.     But   who   could  contemplate, 
without  mingled  indignation  and  furprife,  the 
conduct  of  another  let  of  men,  who  after  voting 
with  him  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  ought 
to  be  diminhned,  pledging  themfelves   to   the 
houfe,  the  nation,  their  conftituents,  the  people 
at  large,  to  each  other,  and  to  themfelves,  for 
the  redrefs  of  grievances,  abandoned  that  ib- 
lemn engagement  by  rejecting  the  means  pro- 
pofed  :  it  was  fhameful,  it  was  bale,  it  was  un- 
manly, it  was  treacherous.     The  contempt  he 
felt  for  thofe  who  were  at  the  devotion  of  the 
minifter,  was  mingled  fometimes  with  pity,  and 
fomt'times  with  fo  much  refpeet  as  was  due  to 
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chap,  the  folitary  virtue  of  fidelity,  gratitude,  or 
xxxvii.  confiftency.  They  did  not  take  in  their  patron 
j7So.  or  their  friends  with  falfe  hopes  or  delufive  pro- 
mifes  ;  they  divided  regularly  with  the  minifter, 
through  thick  and  thin,  on  every  queftion. 
To  concur  in  general  proportions,  and  refufe 
affent  to  effective  ones,  was  a  paradox  in  party, 
and  in  politics ;  he  was  taken  in,  deluded,  im- 
pofed  upon.  He  truftcd,  however,  that  fuch 
grofs  tergiverfation  would  never  pals  without 
detection,  nor  fail  to  he  followed  by  the  con- 
tempt it  deferved  :  he  did  not  defpair  that  the 
people  would  fee  and  purfue  their  own  intcreft 
at  a  general  election,  that  thev  would  learn  to 
diftinguifh  between  their  open  friends  and  foes, 
and  their  worft  of  enemies,  the  concealed  ones. 

Lord  North  extended  the  protection  of 
his  eloquence  to  thofe  who  had  drawn  on  them- 
felves  this  fevere  attack  ;  he  laid  Fox's  language 
was  fuch  as  no  provocation  could  juftify  ;  it 
was  indecent,  unparliamentary,  and  improper; 
an  invective,  and  not  a  parliamentary  fpeech. 
He  bantered  the  leader  of  oppoiition  with  con- 
iiderable  humour  and  effect  on  his  irritability 
at  finding  himfelf  in  a  minority  again,  after 
having,  for  a  ihort  moment  of  his  life,  been  in 
a  majority,  and  contrafted  it  with  his  own  phi- 
lofophical  calmnefs,  when  he  flood  in  fo  unex- 
pected and  novel  a  fituation.  He  did  not  think 
himfelf  juftified  in  rifing  in  the  anguifh  of 
defeat  and  difappointment,  and  accufing  thofe 
who  had  frequently  voted  with  him,  of  bafe- 
nefs,  treachery,  verfatility,  and  other  improper 
motives,  and  he  recommended  Fox  not  to  be, 
for  the  future,  fo  rafli  and  hafty. 
Further  Although  lord  North  truly  obferved   on 

proceed-     ^j    occafion,  that  the  petitions,  and  the  refolu- 
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and  the  rejection  of  one  Angle meafure  did  not    chap. 
preclude  the  right  of  further  confederation,  yet   tlS^1* 
this  defeat  of  oppofition  did,   in  facl,  terminate      I78o. 
the  difcuffion.    A  motion  by  ferjeant  Adair,  for  19th  May. 
withholding  the  grant  of  further  fupplies,  till 
the   grievances  of  the  people  were   redreffed,  26th. 
was  negatived  without  a  debate;"   and  when  Reporter 
Dunning  moved  to  receive  the  report  of  the  m7uee'7c- 
committee  on  the  tenth  of  April,  the  queftion  fufed. 
for  the  chairman's  quitting  the  chair  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  forty-three.  x 

Such  was  the  termination  of  this  famous 
conteft,  which,  coniidering  the  means  ufed  to 
intereft  the  people  at  large,  the  ftrenuous  exer- 
tions of  oppolition,  the  alarming  tendency  of  the 
refolutions  pair  on  the  fix th.  and. tenth  of  April, 
and  the  menacing  aipecr  of  the  times,  may  be 
lately  pronounced  one  of  themoft  critical  itrug- 
gles  which  the  conititution  had  fuftained  iince 
the  Revolution. 

It  will  naturally  ftrikc  the  reader  with  as 
much  aftonilhment  as  it  did  the  public,  that 
a  houfe  of  commons  which  had  fo  warmly 
adopted  the  American  Mar,  and  (imported  the 
meafures  of  government  with  fo  large  a  majo- 
rity, mould  affent  to  Mr.  D mining's  extraordi- 
nary motion  ao'ainft  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
and  for  the  excluiion  of  perfons  holding  certain 
offices  of  government  from  fitting  in  pail  la- 
ment. It  will  appear  no  Iefs  inconceivable, 
that  having  manifefted  lb  decided  a  reiblution, 
to  overturn  the  miniitry,  the  fame  houfe  mould, 
after  a  recefs  of  only  fourteen  days,  negative 
all  the  fubfequent  motions  of  oppolition,  though 
intended  to  carry  their  former  refolutions  into 
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chap.  This  fudclen  change  in  the  conduct  of  the 
xxxvn.  noufe?  has  been  attributed  folely  to  influence  and 
1780.  corruption,  and  thofe  independent  members 
who  thus  thwarted  the  effects  of  their  former 
vote,  have  been  accufed  of  inconhftency  and 
treachery.  But  their  conduct  in  both  cafes 
naturally  refulted  from  the  temper  of  the  times, 
the  ftate  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  violence  of 
oppofition. 

The  diftracled  ftate  of  Ireland,  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  progrefs  of  the  Avar  in  America,  and  the 
degraded  condition  of  theEnglifh  navy,  which 
had  fuffered  the  united  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain  to  ride  triumphant  in  the  Channel,  and 
menace  the  Britiih  coafts,  excited  general 
alarm  and  indignation.  The  divided  ftate  of 
the  cabinet,  the  candid  and  eafy  temper  of  lord 
North,  and  the  unpopularity  of  lord  Sandwich 
and  lord  George  Germaine,  increafed  the  fer- 
ment and  apprehenfions  of  the  nation,  and  in- 
duced many  independent  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  who  were  warm  friends  to  govern- 
ment, to  feeond  the  efforts  of  oppofition.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham 
and  Sir  George  Savile's  character  for  integrity, 
the  manly  fpirit  of  Fox,  and  the  fplendid  ta- 
lents of  Burke,  infpired  hope  and  confidence, 
and  the  parliament,  as  well  as  the  people,  were 
inclined  to  any  meafure,  not  detrimental  to  the 
conftitution,  which  was  likely  to  fubftitute  an 
efficient  cabinet  in  the  room  of  a  diftraeled 
miniftry. 

Such  was  the  general  difpofition  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Dunning's  firft  motion,  on  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  which  was  accordingly  carried 
by  a  majority  of  eighteen.  But  on  his  feeond 
motion,  for  the  exclufion  of  certain  perfbns 
holding  offices  under  government,  the  violence 
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of  the  oppofition  had  already  difgufted  many   of  chap. 
their  new  adherents,  and  the  queftion  panned  by  2^^j' 
a  majority  of  only  two.     In  this  fituation  of     1783. 
affairs,  the  illnefs  of  the  fpeaker  occalioned  an 
adjournment  of  ten  days,  and  after  the   recefs, 
the  oppofition  being  too  eager  to  purfue  their 
advantages,  alarmed  the  moderate  party  by  a 
motion  which  tended  not  to  diminifh,  but  to 
annihilate   the  power   of  the   crown,   and   to 
revive  the  tyranny  of    the   long  parliament. 
Accordingly  the  houfe  threw  out,  by  a  majority 
of  fifty-one,  the  laft  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning. 
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CHAPTER     THE     THIRTY-EIGHTH: 

1778 —  1779 — 1780 —  17S  I. 

Effects  of  appeals  to  the  people.— Origin  and  pro- 
gress of  the  riots  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow 
on  the  fubject  of  popery.  —  Formation  of 
Proteftant  affociations. — Difcuffions  in  par- 

<  liament. —  Corresponding  committees ef  a  b  tiff- 
ed.—  Lord  George  Gordon  elected  pre  fi dent 
of  the  Proteftant  affociations.  —  Effects  of 
debating  focieties.  —  Intemperance  of  lord 
George  Gordon.  —  Petitions  to  parliament: 
againft  the  Catholics.  —  London  petition. — 
Meeting  at  Coachmahers  Hall.  —  Meeting 
of  petitioners  in  Saint  George's  Fields.— 
Motion  by  the  duke  of  Richmond  for  a  re- 
form of  parliament .  —  The  members  infulted. 
—  The  houfe  of  commons  interrupted.  — 
-Chapels  of  embaffadors  burnt. —  Riots  fub- 
fide—and  are  renewed.  —  Privy  council  held. 
* —  Proclamation.  —  Riots  more  alarming. 
• — Parliament  adjourned. —  Numerous  con- 
flagrations. — Timidity  of  government.  —  Se- 
cond privy  council.  —  Exertions  of  the  mili- 
tary. — ■  The  riots  quelled.  —  Lord  George 
Gordon  committed  to  the  Totcer.  —  King's 
fpeech  on  the  riots.  —  Lord  Mansfield's  opi- 
nion on  military  interference.  —  Petitions 
rejected  by  parliament.  —  Judicious  fpeech 
from  the  throne  on  terminating  the  feffwn. — 
Political  effect  of  the  riots.  —  Trial  of  the 
rioters  —  And  of  Lord  George  Gordon.  — 
Diffolution  ofparliamen  t. 

CHAP,  it  is  a  misfortune  ever  attendant  on  appeals 

3^^^1,  ■*■   to  the  people  in  queftions  of  government, 

Effett  of  that  the  firll  meafures,  however  reafon able  and 

appeals  to  moderate,  become  perverted  in  the  hands   of 

e  pwp  e'  enthufiafts 
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enthufiafts  or  intriguers.  Extravagant  or  de-  chap. 
figning  men,  affuming  the  direction  of  the  xxxvnr. 
populace,  find  it  eafy  to  obtain  a  dangerous  '  'v""""> 
afcendency ;  and  through  want  of  difcretion, 
or  want  of  integrity  to  guide  aright  the  fteps 
of  the  erring  and  giddy  multitude,  tremendous 
effects  are  the  remit  of  cauies  apparently  inade- 
quate, and  in  their  origin  contemptibly  infigni- 
ficant.  While  men  of  the  firft  talent  and  for- 
tune were,  by  means  which  they  confidered 
constitutional  and  regular,  attempting  to  excite 
in  the  minds  of  the  real  conftituents  of  the 
reprefentative  body,  a  difguft  againft  the  fyftem 
of  government,  and  urging  them  to  clamour 
for  changes,  far  too  important  to  be  fo  dictated, 
a  raih  fanatic,  uniting  enthufiafm  with  obftinacy 
and  unlimited  impudence,  produced  all  the 
milch ievous  effects  of  madnefs/ combined  with 
wickednefs.  By  his  influence  over  the  lower 
order  of  people,  he  was  enabled  to  filence  and 
difperfe  the  legiflature,  paralyze  the  civil  arm, 
and  deliver  up  the  metropolis  of  Britain,  for 
feveral  fuccefhve  days,  to  the  alarm  of  pillage, 
the  horrors  of  wide-fpreading  conflagration,  and 
the  devaluations  of  unbridled  ferocity. 

The  repeal  or  modification  of  the  act  of  tbe      I77g* 
tenth  and  eleventh  of  William  III.  for  prevent-  fa^cifm 
ing  the  growth  of  popery,  was  the  means  of  inScotiand. 
adding  the  fury  of  religious  bigotry  to  the  rage 
of  political  difc  union,  and  of  engendering  a 
dark  and  diabolical  fanaticifm,  which  difgraced 
and  disturbed  the  kingdom.     The  benefits  ex- 
tended to  Roman  catholics   by   the  repealing 
act*  did  not   extend  to   Scotland;  but  as  a 

loyal 

^  a  The  benefits  procured  to  papifts  by  this  repeal  were,  an  exemp- 
tion of  bityiops,  priefts,  and  inftruclors  of  youth,  from  profecution 
and  imprisonment,  a  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  inheritance,  and  per- 

million 
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relieve  the 
Catholics. 


Chap,  loyal  declaration  of  the  people  of  that  periua^ 
^?Viy*  fi°ii  was  fuppofed  to  have  confiderably  influx 
1778.      enced  government  in  affording-  relief  to  thofe 
in  England,  and  as  their  peaceable  and  orderly 
behaviour  on  every  occafion,  rendered  them  unj 
exceptionable  objecls  of  legiilative  benevolence, 
meafures   were    commenced   for  procuring,  in 
Propofal  to  their  behalf,  fome  relaxation  of  a  fyftem  of  law 
uncommonly   fevere,  and  frequently,    even  in 
modern  times,  enforced  to  the  very  extreme  of 
rigour.     Their  claims  being  well  founded,  ratio*' 
nal,  and  moderately  folicited,  produced  at  firftna 
fenfation  ;  the  general  affembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland  feemed  influenced  by  the  prevail- 
ing fpiritof  liberality,  and  rejected,  by  a  large 
majority,  a  propofal  to  remonftrate  againft  the 
bill  which  was  paffing  through  the  Britifh  par- 
liament ;  but  the  gloomy  rancour  of  fanaticifm 
marked  the  opportunity,  and  foon  found  means 
to   iingle  out   victims   for  popular    rage.      A 
fcurrilous  pamphlet  was  produced  by  a  non- 
juring  clergyman  in  Edinburgh,  exciting  the 
public  animofity  againft  the  Catholics;  publish- 
ed at  the  expence  of  a  fociety  (to  judge  by  this 
proceeding  grofsly  mifnamed)  for  propagating 
Chriftian  knowledge,  and  circulated  with  induf- 
try  and  profafion  among  all  ranks..     No  people 
on  earth  have  a  more  zealous  and  honeft  regard 
for  the  intereft  of  their  church  eftabliihment 
than  the  Scots ;  but  the  fame  fervour  of  fpirit 


0£h 

Efforts  of 
fanatics. 


Huffion  to  purchafe  lands  in  fee  fimple  ;  but  the  Catholics  were  not 
to  enjoy  tbefe  privileges  except  on  condition  of  taking  the  oaths  of 
allegiance,  of  renunciation  of  the  Stuart  family  j  an  abjuration  of 
the  pofitions  that  it  is  lawful  to  murder  heretics,  and  that  no  faith 
fhculd  be  kept  with  them ;  and  of  that  principle  which  legalizes  the 
depofition,  or  murder,  of  princes  excommunicated  by  the  pope.  They 
were  alfo  on  oath  to  d«ny  the  pope's  authority,  temporal  or  civil, 
within  this  realm, 

which; 
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which,  when  well  directed,  had  enabled  them  to  chap. 
difregard  perlecution,  and  by  paffivenefs  alone  to  ^*XI!/ 
triumph  over  religious  tyranny,  was  now  per-  1773. 
verted  to  nefarious  purpofes,  and  rendered, 
among  the  lower  clafs,  a  motive  for  the  com- 
miffion  of  fhameful  crimes  and  outrages.  The 
news-papers,  thofe  ready  vehicles  of  flander, 
intemperance,  and  fedition,  were  filled  with 
recapitulations  and  abftracts  of  the  laws  againtt 
papifts  and  popery,  at  once  reminding  the 
people  of  their  great  power  over  a  part  of 
the  community,  and  recalling  to  memory  the 
hiftorical  reafons  on  which  the  grant  of  that 
power,  now  ufelefs  and  opprefiive,  had  been 
founded.  The  more  ardent  of  the  preachers 
appealed  to  the  paffions  of  the  people,  by  in- 
cendiary declamations,  and  the  fvnod  of  Glaf- 
gow  adopted  refolutions  for  oppoiing  any 
bill  which  might  be  brought  into  parliament 
in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Scot- 
land. 

These  refolutions  were  followed  by  feveral  November. 
other  fynods,  but  that  of  Lothian  and  Twed-  tion  0f" 
dale,  which  met  in  Edinburgh,  and  from  which  Proteftant 
great  remits  were  expected,  refufed  to  fanetion 
any  meafure  for  impeding  the  humane  inten- 
tions of  government  in  relieving;  their  innocent 
fellow  fubjeets.  This  laudable  moderation  af- 
forded to  fome  zealots  of  Edinburgh,  an  op- 
portunity of  raiting  the  cry,  that  the  Proteftant. 
religion  was  abandoned  ;  and  about  a  dozen 
tradefmen,  clerks,  and  apprentices,  erected 
themfelves  into  a  "  committee  for  the  Protef- 
tant interei't."  They  published  in  news-papers 
their  refolutions  to  oppofe  the  bill  for  relief  of 
papifts,  invited  general  correfpondence,  and 
through  the  medium  of  the  prels,  endeavoured 
to  inflame  the  populace  againft  the  objects  of 

vol.  hi.  t  their 


aflbcia- 
tions. 
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chap,  theii;  jealoufy.     Correfpondence  with  this  new* 
'  committee  was  fpeedily  opened,  and  refolutions 


I779-  of  boroughs,  parifhes,  and  private  focieties,  to- 
gether with  inflammatory  pamphlets,  and  fcur- 
rilous  libels,  were  daily  publifhdd,  and  circu- 
lated in  everv  form,  and  in  every  direction. 

ja».  Th  e  catholics,  feeing  the  peril  in  which  their 

^j?tsin  firft  attempt  had  involved  them,  in  vain  en- 
ur*  '  deavoured  to  retreat  from  the  gathering  florin, 
and  regain  their  former  tranquil,  though  inl  ecu  re 
condition.  In  a  letter  to  lord  North,  which 
was  publiflied  in  the  London  news-papers,  they 
declined  the  intended  application  to  parliament, 
chufina:  rather  to  facrifice  their  own  advantages 
than  endanger  the  peace  of  their  country  ;  but 
the  populace  of  Edinburgh,  long  inftigated  by 
every  art  in  the  power  of  mifguided  or  defign- 
ing  men,  had  already  prepared  to  execute  fun> 
mary  vengence,  on  men  whom  they  confidered 

a5thjan.  the  enemies  of  their  faith.  An  incendiary 
hand-bill  was  fcattered  about  the  city,  inviting 
thofe  who  mould  find  it,  to  meet  at  the  Leith 
Wvnd,  on  an  appointed  evening,  to  pull  down 
the  pillar  of  popery,  lately  erected  :  fueh  was 
the  denomination  given  to  a  fuite  of  rooms,  oc- 
cupied by  a  Romiih  prieft,  one  of  which  was 
fet  apart  for  the  attendance  of  his  congrega- 
tion. This  daring  invitation  was  not  iiTued 
till  the  popular  mind  was  fufficiently  prepared; 
already  were  the  individuals  of  the  perfecuted 
perfuafion  kept  in  conftant  terror,  afraid  to 
remain  in  their  houfes,  and  even  hunted  through 
the  ftreets  with  derihve  fhouts,  and  threatening 

2d  Feb.  exclamations.  A  numerous  rabble  effectually 
completed  the  recommended  deftruction,  ex- 
tending their  fury  to  another  houfe  of  popiih 
wormip,  and  burning  or  purloining  a  valua- 
ble library  belonging  to  the  prieft ;  the  dwel- 
lings 
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lings  thus  demolished,  were  known  to  be  inha-  chap. 
bited  by  various  other  families  of  tradefmen  S^w* 
and  mechanics.  The  mob,  unimpeded  in  their  1779- 
career,  continued  feveral  days  deftroying  the 
houfes  and  furniture  of  real  or  reputed  papifts, 
infulting  their  perfons,  and  threatening  their 
lives.  Gathering  courage  from  impunity,  they 
extended  their  views,  and  denounced  ven- 
geance asrainlr.  all  who  had  favoured  fenti- 
ments  of  toleration  :  in  this  number  were  in- 
cluded Dr.  Robertfon,  the  juftly  celebrated 
hiftorian,  who  in  his  writings  had  recommended 
general  benevolence  in  matters  of  opinion  ; 
and  Mr.  Crofbie  the  advocate,  whofe  only  im- 
puted crime  was  that  of  profeflionally  drawing 
up  the  bill  intended  for  parliament. 

During  inch  fcenes,  the  inactivity  of  the  Reprehai- 
civil  power,  if  fufficiently  itrong  in  itfelf,  or  ^""the 
adequately  reinforced  by  extraneous  affiftance,  magiftracy. 
would  have  feemed  highly  cenfurable  ;  but  the 
provoft  of  Edinburgh  was  more  than  inactive; 
his  conduct  was  an  indirect  {auction,  if  not  an 
incentive  to  a  rabble,  who  being  without  order, 
and  without  partisans  of  any  confequence, 
would  have  fhrunk  back  from  the  fir  ft  combined 
or  regular  refiftance.  Their  intentions  were 
manifefted,  not  only  by  the  hand-bills  ftrewed 
in  the  ftreets,  but  by  feveral  minor  acts  of  out- 
rage before  the  grand  attack,  yet  the  provoft 
only  promifed,  on  a  formal  application,  to 
convoke  the  deacons  of  the  corporation,  and 
caution  them  to  ufe  their  influence  in  dhTuading 
the  people  from  joining  in  the  intended  tu- 
mult ;  and  when  a  lieutenant  of  the  naw,  com- 
mandmg  a  prefs-gang,  offered  to  quell  the  riot, 
he  was  commanded  by  the  provoft  to  quit 
Edinburgh.  The  city  guard  was  no  more  alert 
than   the  chief  magi  Urate  in  reprefiing  thefe 

t  t  criminal 
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chap,    criminal  excelTes ;  and  when  the  military,  im- 
xxxvnr.  c}er  the  duke  of  Buccleugh,  generoufly  offered 
^779!^    to  preferve  the  peace,  they  were  not  only  pre- 
vented  from    interfering,    but   the    priibners. 
whom  they  took  in  the  very  act.  of  burning  a 
houie,    were   discharged  by  the  provoft,    and 
permitted    to    rejoin    their  fellow    criminals. 
Terror  at  length  effected  what  a  ienfe  of  public 
duty  had  failed  in  producing,  and  the  magis- 
trates claimed  military  ailiftance,  by  which  the 
«A Feb.      tumult  was  fpeedily  quelled.     The  provoft  and 
his  colleagues  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  ab- 
furdities    by    a    ridiculous    proclamation,     in- 
which,  from  a  defire  to  "  remove  the  fears  and 
apprehenfions  which  had  diftrell'ed  the  minds- 
of  many  well-meaning  people  in  the  metropolis, 
with  regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  penal  ftatutes 
againft  papifts,  the  magiiirates  informed  them, 
and  the  public  in  general,  that  the  bill  for  that 
purpofe  was  totally  laid  afide  :  it  was  therefore 
expected  thatfuch  (i.  e.  well-meaning)  perfons 
would  carefully  avoid  connecting  themfelves 
with  any  tumultuous  affembly  for  the  future." 
They  promifed  to  take  the  moft  vigorous  mea- 
sures for  repreiling  tumults  and  riots  which 
might  afterwards  arife;    u  being  fatisfied  that 
future  diforders  could  proceed  only  from  the 
wicked   views   of    bad   and    deiigning   men." 
This  acknowledgment   of  their  paft   neglect, 
and    appearance  of  coincidence  in  fentiment 
with  the  rioters,  was  at  once  an  infult  to  the 
fuii'erers,  and  a  triumph  to  the  mob.     The  mife- 
rable  victims  of  perfecution  remained  unfup- 
ported,  no  attempt  was  made  to  rcdrefs  their 
grievances,   they   were   ftill   afraid  to    appear 
publicly,    and    their    fubiiftence   was    chiefly 
derived  from  the  clandeftine  bounty  of  their 
friends. 

Edin- 
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Edinburgh   furnifhed   an   example    fuffi-  ^An- 
ciently  inviting  to  the  fanatics   of  Glafgpw,    ^J_,  • 
though  the  objects  of  perfecution  were  fo  few,      1779- 
that  they  had  not  a  chapel,  or  even  a  prieft.  j^J6*" 
The  chief  fury  of  the  populace  fell  on  the  houfe  Giafgow. 
and  works  of  Mr.  Bagnal;   a  gentleman  from 
Stafford/hire,  who  had  eftablifhed  in  the  vicini- 
ty a  manufactory  for  the  pottery  diftinguimed 
by  the  name  of  his  own  county.     His  property 
was  utterly  deftroyed,  and  his  wife  and  family, 
after  many  indignities,  compelled  to  feek  refuge 
in    the   city,  the  neighbours  being  afraid  to 
ihelter   them.      The    magiftrates    and    clergy, 
however,   without  delay  repaired  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  mob,  by  bountifully  relieving  the 
exigencies  of  the  fufferers,  and  liberally  refund- 
ing Mr.  BagnaPs  whole  lofs.b 

These  violences  could   not  efcape  the  at-  *&*£"; 
tention  of  parliament.     On  the  firft  appearance  ;n'pcaurliea 
of  the  lord   advocate  Dundas   in  the  houfe  of  meat. 
commons  after  the  riots,  he  was   interrogated 
by  Wilkes   refpecting  the  completion  of  a  pro- 
mi  fe,   made  the  lait  ieflion,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  relief  of  his  Catholic  countrymen.     With 
his   ufual  franknefs,  the  lord  advocate  ftated; 
that  from  the  violences  and  infurrections  in  all 
parts  of  Scotland,  it  had  been  agreed,  between 
him  and  the  principal  people  of  that  perfuafion, 
to  defer  meafures  of  relief,  till  fiib  tiding  preju- 
dice  mould   leave  room  for  the   operation  of 
cool  perfuafion.      Wilkes   made  an   animated 
reply,  decrying  the  iacrince  of  the  dignity   of 
parliament  to  the  feditious  populaceof  Scotland. 

b  Taken  principally  from  Considerations  on  the  State  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Scotland  :  A  Memorial  to  the  Public  in  behalf  of  the  Ca- 
tholics in    Edinburgh    and  Giafgow,   containing  an  account  of   the 
gainft  them  in  February  1779  ;  and,FanaticifmandTreafon,  or 
a  lliltory  uf  the  rebellious  lnfurre£tions  in  June  1780,  rh'ft  edition. 
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London,  he  faid,  might,  after  the  example  of 
Glafgow  and  Edinburgh,  prevent  by  infurrec- 
tion  any  matter,  however  important,  from  be- 
ing brought  into  parliament.  He  animad- 
verted on  the  magistrates,  their  aplogy  for  the 
rabble,  and  their  promife  of  conceffion,  and  did 
not  hefitate  to  pronounce,  that  when  the  Ca- 
tholics could  not  find  protection  for  their  lives 
and  properties  even  in  the  capital,  there  was  a 
diii'olution  of  all  government. 

Burke  introduced  a  further  difeufnon  on 
the  fubject,  by  preferring  a  petition  from  the 
injured  Catholics  for  compenfation  and  further 
fecurity.  Fox,  in  fupporting  the  prayer,  faid, 
the  honour  and  humanity  of  the  houfe  ought 
not  to  be  limited  to  compenfation,  but  they 
fhould  repeal  the  penal  laws,  undeterred  by 
petty  infurreclions  in  a  little  corner  of  the  em- 
pire. Unwilling  to  urge  extremities, lord  North 
fufpended  the  confideration  of  the  petition,  by 
the  previous  queftion ;  declaring  that  voluntary 
compenfation  would  be  made,  which  was  more 
eligible  than  compulfory. 

Sucn  proceedings,  both  in  England  and 
Scotland,  could  not  be  expeeled  to  reprefs  the 
aelive  genius  of  fanaticifm  once  let  loofe  ; 
politics  mingled  in  the  queftion,  and  eighty-five 
correfponding  focietics,  fimilarly  formed  with 
that  of  Edinburgh,  were  fpeedily  erected  under 
the  fpecious  pretext  of  prote6ting  the  Pro-r 
tefiant  religion.  Lord  George  Gordon,  a 
wild,  enthufiaftic,  moody  fanatic,  was  elecled 
their  prefident :  he  replied  to  Fox's  fuggeftions 
in  the  late  debate,  by  declaring  it  highly  inex- 
pedient to  tolerate  the  Catholics  of  Scotland, 
equally  with  thofe  of  England  or  Ireland  ;  and 
before  the  end  of  the  feffion,  moved,  but  his 
motion  was  not  feconded,  that  the  popifh  peti- 
tion 
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lion  preferred  by  Burke   mould    "  be  thrown   chap. 
over  the  table."     In  his  ipeech,  he  daringly  af-  x^^' 
ferted  that  the  whole  people  of  Scotland,  tit  to      1772. 
bear  arms,  except  a  few  Roman  Catholics,  were 
ripe  for  infurreelion  and  rebellion,  and  had  in- 
vited him  to  be  their  leader  or  privy  counfellor. 
It  was  not  in  the  power  of  parliament,  conhf- 
tently  with  the  ae~t  of  union,  to  alter  the   reli- 
gious law  of  Scotland;  the  natives  were  imprelfed 
with  that  opinion,  and  would  periih  in  arms, 
or  prevail  in  the  conteft. 

Although  theaclive  fpiritof  fanaticifmhad  Effects  of 
long  fubfided  in  England,  futficient  means  were  ^ebatl.nff 

°  .  •     °i  ••    -i  -i      •  i  lo:icties. 

not  wanting  to  give  birth  and  vigour  to  a  dan- 

OCT  <J 

gerous  combination,  in  which  politics  and  re- 
ligion might  be  united  in  the  production  of 
formidable  commotions.  Meetings  of  men 
defirous,  either  from  the  necefiity  of  profef- 
iional  purfuit,  the  hopes  of  adventitious  advan- 
tage, or  the  felicitations  of  perfonal  vanity,  to 
excel  in  the  arts  of  oratory,  had  long  been 
eftabliihed  in  the  metropolis :  they  had  been 
hitherto  confidered  always  harmlefs,  fometimes 
uieful,  often  ridiculous  ;  they  had  been  fati- 
rized  from  the  prefs,  and  on  the  ftage,  but 
ridicule  alone  was  employed  again  ft  them. 
The  modern  rage  of  difcuilion  brought  them 
into  more  confpicuous  notice;  they  were  reibrted 
to  by  men  of  lively  talents,  though  of  confined 
information;  public  meafureswere  debated  be- 
fore large  audiences  ;  and,  as  little  delicacy  was 
preferved  in  mentioning  the  names,  or  alluding 
to  the  conduct  of  exalted  perfonages,  all  who 
found  pleafure  in  grofs  abide,  aud  harm  raillery, 
occafionally  intermingled  with  wit,  and  fome- 
times prefenting  a  fcanty  portion  of  informa- 
tion, frequented  fchefe  alfemblies,  which  were 
termed  debating  focieties.     Religion  occupied 

t  4  a  portion 
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C*H  A  p.  a  portion  of  the  topics  debated  on  ordinary  days, 
??.-*"'  and  Separate  focieties  were  eftablillied  for  the 
j 779.  difcufiion  of  facred  iubjeeHs  on  Sundays.  By 
means  of  thefe  clubs,  lord  George  Gordon  fuc- 
ceeded  in  forming  a  "  Proteftant  aifociation*' 
in  England,  of  which,  as  in  Scotland,  he  was 
declared  prefident.  While  a  man  of  his  birth 
and  ftation  could  condefcend  to  court  fuch 
an  affetnblage,  his  countenance  and  protection 
was  to  them  a  fubject  of  pride,  and  of  indi- 
vidual gratification.  His  family  was  in  a 
high  degree  honourable,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Britiiii  parliament,  and  though  his  abfurd 
fpeeches  frequently  thinned  the  houfe,  ftill 
they  often  difplayed  abilities,  and  were  mixed 
with  no  inconliderable  portion  of  coarfe  far- 
caftic  wit.  Oppofition  treated  him  with  com- 
placency, and  fomething  very  like  encourage- 
ment: the  moil  diftinguhlied  leaders  called  him 
in  public  their  honourable  friend,  and  often 
fupported  his  arguments,  and  juftihed-his  con- 
duct in  the  houfe. 
Intern-  His    fuccefs   in   forming  thefe  affociations 

perance  of  ccnfiderably  augmented,  what  appeared  to  want 
George       n0  increafe,  his  violence  and  grols  buffoonery. 
Gordon.     On  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  while  dilating 
zsthNov.    -n  mQft  unwarrantable  terms  on  the  difpofition 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and   Ireland, 
he  faid  the  indulgences  granted  to  papifts  had 
alarmed  all  Scotland,   where   the  people   were 
determined  to    guard   againft   a  feet   in  fuch 
favour  with  the  miniftry  :  nor  were  thefe  fenti- 
ments  confined  to  himfeif;  government  iiiould 
find  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men  at 
his  back,  who  would  avow  and  fupport  them, 
and  whole  warmth  of  fpirit  M'as  frill  greater 
than  his  own.     They  had  fent  petitions  to  the 
uciniftcrs,    who  had   difregarded,   to  the  lord 

clian- 
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chsnc^llor  who  had  iupprefied,  and  to  the  chap. 
ipeaker  who  had  incurred  difpleafure  hy  not  ™J5 
delivering  them  to  the  houfe  of  commons. 
They  had  now  printed  their  fentiments  and 
refolutions,  which  he  was  to  deliver  to  the  king 
and  the  prince  of  Wales,  for  their  infrruction 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  Scots  would  con- 
lent  to  be  governed.  The  people  of  Scotland, 
he  laid,  were  irritated,  and  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion exafperated,  being  convinced  that,  the 
king  was  a  papift. 

The  indifference  with  which  thefe  indecent 
and  almoft  treafonable  attacks  were  endured, 
probably  arofe,  partly  from  refpecl  to  the  family 
of  this  intemperate  man,  and  partly  from  a 
notion  that  he  was  not  free  from  infancy. 
During  the  whole  feffion,  however,  he  con- 
tinued the  lame  courfe  of  ribaldry.  He  con- 
ftantly  boafted  of  the  number  of  men  attached 
to  his  perfon  and  fubjeeted  to  his  will,  calum-  t  go 
niated  the  king,  and  defied  parliament.  In  a  8th  Mar. 
debate  on  Burke's  reform  bill,  after  fatiguing 
the  houfe  with  afcries  of  abfurdities,  he  aiferted 
that  he  had  in  Scotland  a  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  men  at  his  command,  arid  if  the  king 
did  not  keep  his  coronation  oath,  they  would 
do  more  than  abridge  his  revenue,  they  would 
cut  off  his  head. 

It  would  be  much  beneath  the  dignity  of  Petitions 
hiilory  to  record  the  excclfes  of  fo  coari'e  afana-  [°ep*rlia" 
tic,  but  lor  the  fatal  confequences  with  which  a^inft  the 
they  were  attended.0     A  petition  had  already  Catholics. 
been  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  iigned  IIth  AFr« 
by  nearly  three  thoufand  inhabitants  of  Rochef-  ift  May. 

<  Numerous  inftunce*  of  his  violence  and  ribaldry  are  not  here 
commemorated  ;  they  may  be  found  in  the  debates  from  1778  10 
1780,  or  a  copious  o  LI  Si  ion  of  diem  in  the  Poliiical  Magazine  for 
June  17S0,  which  contains  the  greateft  details  of  the  violent  tran- 
fti&icna  oftl   t  j  tanth. 

ter, 
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chap,  ter,   and   another  from  Maidftone,   praying  a 
•repeal  of  the  act  allowing  indulgences  to  Ca- 


17J0.     tholics  ;    when  lord   George  Gordon  thought 
London7    proper  by  public  advertifement,  as  prefident  of 
petition,      the  protectant  affociation,  to  invite  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  London  and  its  envi- 
rons, on  the  fame  fubject.     "  If  they  united," 
he  told  them,    "  as  one  man  for  the  honour  of 
God,  and   liberties  of  the  people,  the  kingdom 
might  yet  experience  theblelling  of  divine  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  reftoration  of  love  and  confi- 
dence among  brethren.     But  if  they  continued 
obfiinate  in  error,  and  fpread  idolatry  and  cor- 
ruption through  the  land,   nothing  could  be 
expected   but  divifion  among  the  people,  dif* 
traclion  in  the  fenate,  and  uifcontent  in  the 
camp,   with  all  other  calamities  attendant  on 
thofe  nations  whom  God  had  delivered  over  to 
afithMay.  arbitrary  power  and  defpotifm."     Lord  George 
Gordon  gave  notice  in  parliament,  of  the  day 
when  this  petition  would  be  prefented,  and  of 
his  deiign  to  require  the  attendance  of  all  the 
petitioners,  in  an  humble,  decent,  and  refpeetiul 
manner. 
agth.  J?or  the  purpofe  of  collecting  an  increafed 

at  Coach-  number  of  fignatures,  the  petition  was  depo- 
maker's  fited  at  his  houfe,  and,  by  another  advertife- 
iiz]l  ment,  he  called  a  meeting  of  the  Proteitant  alio- 
ciation  at  Coach-maker's  Hall,  one  of  the  mod 
confpicuous  fpots  where  debating  focieties  were 
held.  At  this  place  he  made  a  long  harangue 
to  a  moft  crowded  room,  on  the  repeal  of  the 
act  againft  Catholics,  and  the  rapidity  with 
which  it  had  paifed  through  parliament,  decry* 
ing  the  meafure  as  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
plesof  the  Revolution,  and  dangerous  to  thefuc- 
cetfionof  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  To  inflame  ftili 
further  the  minds  of  his  auditors,  he  read  the 

catechifm 
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catechifm  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  an  in-  chap. 
diligence  granted  by  the  pope  to  his  flock  in  :5j^^lI* 
England.  The  alarming  growth  of  popery,  he  ,7s0. 
faid,  could  only  be  refilled  and  quafhed  by 
going  in  a  firm,  manly,  and  determined  man- 
ner to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  difplaying  to 
their  reprefentatives  their  refolution  to  prefer  ve 
their  religious  freedom  with  their  lives.  "  For 
his  part,  he  would  run  all  hazards  with  the  peo- 
ple; and  if  the  people  were  too  lukewarm  to 
run  all  hazards  with  him,  when  their  conference 
and  their  country  called  them  forth,  they  might 
get  another  prefident;  he  was  not  a  lukewarm 
man,  and  if  they  meant  to  fpend  their  time  in 
mock  debate,  and  idle  oppofition,  they  might 
get  another  leader."  Loud  acclamations  fol- 
lowed this  incendiary  fpeech,  attended  by  re- 
folutions  that  the  whole  body  of  the  proteftant 
alfociation  would  aflfemble  in  St.  George's  Fields, 
on  the  fecond  of  June,  with  blue  cockades  in 
their  hats,  to  diftinguilh  real  Proteftants,  and 
friends  of  the  petition,  from  their  enemies.  The 
prefident  declared  that  if  theaffemblage  amount- 
ed to  lefs  than  twentv  thoufand,  he  would  not 
deliver  the  petition  :  a  meeting  of  forty  thou- 
1'lukI  was  anticipated,  and  the  advertifement  of 
refolutions  affigned  that  as  a  reafon  for  con- 
vening this  netitionin<j;  army  in  St.  George's 
Fields. 

On  the  day  appointed,  not  twenty  thoufand  *d  June 
only,  but  (ixty,  and  fome  accounts  extend  them  JJfet|!J? 
to  a  hundred  thoufaud,  petitioners  or  aifocia-  tioners 
tors,  met  in  St.  George's  Fields.     They  were  ju St;  , 
marfhalled  in  feparate  bands,  and  after  an  ha-  FiSdf.6* 
rangue  from  lord  George,  the  main  bodv  made 
an  unneceifary  circuit  over  London  Bridge,  and 
through    the  city   to  the  feat  of  parliament. 
They  marched  fix  a  breait,  preceded  by  a  man 

carrying 
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carrying'  on  his  head  the  petition,  iigned  with 
a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  names  or 
marks. 

On  this  inaufpicious  and  difgraceful  day, 
the  duke  of  Richmond  introduced  to  the  lords 
a  project  for  reforming  the  lower  houfe  of  par- 
liament. He  harangued,  in  the  hacknied  ftyle, 
on  the  abufes  of  government,  the  influence  of 
miniftcrs,  the  fecret  invifible  power,  which  di- 
rected the  whole  political  machine,  and  the 
jult  complaints  and  pretentions  of  the  people. 
His  plan  was  to  diifolve  parliaments  annually, 
aboliih  burgage  tenures,  and  admit  to  a  right 
of  futfrage  every  man  of  full  age,  and  not 
difqualified  by  law. 

This  wild  fcheme  of  popular  reform  met 
with  a  practical  rebuke  in  the  moment  of  its 
projection :  before  the  fitting  of  the  houfe,  the 
mob,  occupying  all  the  pafles  to  Palace  Yard, 
rendered  the  approach  difficult  even  to  their 
favourites;  but  thofe  who  had  not  acquired 
this  difgraceful  distinction  were  robbed,  beaten, 
and  even  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  their 
lives.  The  mob  were  prevented  from  ruffling 
into  the  houfe  by  the  activity  and  refolution 
of  the  door-keepers  alone  :  feveral  peers  ex- 
hibited, on  their  entrance,  incontestable  proofs 
of  the  indignities  they  had  fuftaincd,  and  flat- 
ing  to  the  chair  the  danger  of  other  members, 
while  the  duke  of  Richmond,  in  the  genuine 
zeal  of  reform,  complained  of  the  interruption 
of  his  harangue,  and  feerned  to  confider  his 
fpeech  of  more  importance  than  the  lives  of 
lord  Bofton  and  the  biihop  of  Lincoln,  who 
were  at  that  moment  declared  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  rabble. d     In  this  ridiculous  fpii  it 

of 

*■  The  rage  agairfl  the  biihop  of  Lincoln,  had  no  ct!  er  fcundajicri 
than  his  being  brother  to  the  lord  chancellor  (Thurlowj;  lord  Bofton 

was 
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ofprocraftination,  and  fa&ious  delay,  a  gene-    chap.- 
rous  propofal  by  lord  Townihend  for  the  houfe  xi£J^* 
to  ill  lie  forth  in  a  body  and  refcue  lord  Bofton,      J78°- 
was  converted  into  a  debate  whether  the  fpeaker 
ihould  attend   with  the  mace,  which  was  only 
terminated  by  the  appearance  of  lord  Bofton, 
whofe  life  might  have  been  facririced  to  popular 
rage,  before  affi  fiance  was  obtained  through  fo 
tardy  a  medium.     One  of  the  Middlefex  ma- 
giftrates  was  called  to   the  bar,   who  declared 
that  every  exertion  could  only  procure  the  at- 
tendance of  fix  conftables,  and  that  no   civil 
force  could   quell  fo  large   and  tumultuous  a 
mob.     A  fuggeftion  of  the  propriety  of  calling 
in  the  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  civil 
power,  was  refilled  by  lord  Shelburne,  who  de- 
clared, though  minifters  might  be  fond  of  fuch  a 
meafiire,  it  ihould  never  meet  with  his  fanction. 
The  original  debate  was  interrupted;  and  the 
peers  feparately  retired,   leaving,    at  laft,   lord 
Mansfield,  who  had  ihewn,  throughout  the  day, 
the  utmoft   presence  of  mind,  with  no  other 
protection  than  the  officers  of  the  houfe  and  his 
own  iervants. 

Meanwhile  the  houfe  of  commons  exhi-  Thepeti- 
bited  a  fcene  equally  difgraceful.     Many  of  the  fukandin"- 
members  were  no  lefs  ill-treated  than  the  lords,  tmuptthe 
The  rabble  took  polfeffion  of  the  lobby,  making 
the  houfe  refound  with  cries  of  "  No  popery," 
and  knocking  violently  at  thedoor:  and  when  it 
is  confidered  how  powerful  they  then  were,  and 


houfe  of 

commons. 


was  attacked  on  an  untrue  and  wicked  fuggeftion,  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Romifli  church.  Lord  Bofton  effected  his  own  libe- 
ration j  the  biftiop,  after  fuftaining'  much  infult  and  violence,  was 
refcued  by  a  young  law  (Indent,  received  into  a  private  houfe,  and 
concealed  in  the  attire  of  a  woman  from  the  populace,  (who  fwore 
they  would  cut  the  fign  of  the  crofs  on  his  forehead)  ;  feveral  other 
peers  were  mal-treatcd. 

thai 
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chap,  that  there  was  no  refinance,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
^^J11]'  fay  what  prevented  them  from  milling  in.  The 
17-0.  motions  for  bringing  up,  and  entering  into  the 
immediate  consideration  of  the  petition,  were 
made  by  lord  George  Gordon,  and  feconded 
by  alderman  Bull :  the  former  was  granted  of 
courfe,  the  latter  being  amended  by  a  delay  of 
four  days  ;  the  honfe  divided,  and  only  nine 
members  were  found  fufficientlv  flexible  to 
confent  to  a  deliberation,  under  the  influence 
of  an  outrageous  mob. c  During  the  debate 
preceding  the  divifion,  lord  George  Gordon 
frequently  went  into  the  lobby,  harangued  his 
noify  troop,  and  encouraged  them  to  perfever- 
ance,  by  expreffmg  hopes  that  the  alarm  would 
compel  the  king  to  give  directions  to  his  mi- 
nifters  for  granting  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 
He  reprefented,  or,  to  fpeak  more  correctly, 
mifreprefented,  what  was  faid  by  the  members, 
which  being  obferved  by  colonel  Holroyd,  he 
took  hold  of  lord  George  when  he  returned 
Into  the  houfe,  and  faid,  "  He  had  heretofore 
imputed  his  conduct  to  madnefs,  but  now  found 
there  was  more  of  malice  than  of  madnefs  in 
it,  and  if  he  repeated  Inch  proceedings  he 
ihould  immediatelv  move  for  his  commitment 
to  Newgate.*'  Lord  George,  with  great  mild- 
nefs  and  puritanical  cant,  "  lamented  that  a 
perfon  for  whom  he  had  lb  much  refpeci,  mould 
confider  him  in  that  light,'"  He  delifted  from 
going  out  at  the  door,  but  afterwards  went  up 
itairs,  and  fpoke  to  the  people  in  the  lobby  from 
a  kind  of  gallery.     General  Conway  intimated 


«  Their  names  were,  lord  George  Gordon  and  alderman  Bull, 
tellers  j  earl  Veiney,  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke,  Sir  Michael  le 
Fleming,  Sir  James  Lowther,  Sir  Jofcph  M3\ybey,  Mr.  Polhill,  and 
Mr.  Tollemache.     On  the  other  fide  were  19s. 

a  deter- 
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a  determination  to  refill  any  attempt  to  intrude    chap. 
into  the  houfe  ;  and  a  member  f  declared,  that  x£f^J;* 
on  the  burfting  in  of  thefirft  man  his  fword       ,7s0. 
ihould    pais    through    lord   George,    and   not 
through  the  rioter. 

The  houfe  continued  in   this  extraordinary 
(late until aboutnineo'clock,  when theferjeant  at 
arms  having  communicated  to  the  fpeaker  that 
a  detachment  of  foldiers  was  drawn  up  in  the 
court  of  requefts,  and  the  paflages  cleared,  the 
houfe   adjourned.     Mr.  Addington,  an   active 
Middlefex  magiftrate,  appearing  with  a  party 
of  light  horfe,  prevailed  on  part  of  the  mob  to 
retire.     Parties  of  them,   however,  tiled  off  in 
different  directions,   and  burnt  and  plundered  chnpel  of 
the  chapels  of  the  Sardinian  and  Bavarian  em-  Jnbaflfc- 
baffadors  ;  fome  were  apprehended,  and  commit-  bu^;t> 
ted  to  Newgate. 

The  early  part  of  the  enfuing  day  exhibiting  3^  June. 
no  appearances  of  a  renewal  of  the  late  out-  ^°tsfub" 
rages,  parliament  met  without  interruption. 
Lord  Bathurft  moved  an  addrefs  for  "  profecut- 
ing  the  authors,  abettors,  and  ihftruments  of 
yefterday^s  outrages  ;"  while  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond imputed  the  whole  blame  to  the  miniftry, 
who,  although  timely  apprized  of  the  meeting, 
took  no  meafures  for  preventing  its  pernicious 
effects.  He  had  palled  through  the  mob  in  his 
way  to  the  houfe  with  little  interruption  ;  he 
heard  no  complaint  againit  any  law  but  the 
Quebec  act,  and  he  thought  thofe  complaints 
not  ill-founded.  Lord  Shelburne  drew  a  dil- 
tinction  between  toleration  and  eftablifhment, 
intimating  that  more  than  toleration  had  been 
obtained  for  the  Catholics.  Lord  Bathurft's 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  houfe  having' 

f  Said  to  be  colonel  Murray,  a  relation  of  lord  George  Gordon. 

profecuted 


2SS 

CHAP. 
XXXVIII. 

I7!J0. 

They  are 
renewed. 


4th  June. 


5  th. 
Privy 
council 
held. 

Proclama- 
tion. 

Riots 
more 
-alarming. 


frISTORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

profecuted,  without  interruption,  a  long  debate 
on  fome  difpatches  lately  received  from  admiral 
Rodney,  adjourned  till  the  fixth. 

Contrary,  however,  to  all  expectation,  the 
riots  were  renewed  in  the  evening ;  a  party 
aflembled  in  Moorfields,  and  did  fome  mifchief 
under  the  very  eye  of  Kennett,  the  lord  mayor, 
a  weak  and  ignorant  man,  totally  void  of  fpirit 
or  mental  relburce,  who  might  with  the  flighteft 
exertion  have  crufhed  the  tumult  in  its  in- 
fancy. g 

During  the  enfuing  day,  which  was  Sun- 
day, their  outrages  were  confined  to  Moorfields 
and  its  vicinity  ;  and  the  military,  though  called 
out,  were  not  permitted  to  fire.  The  real  da- 
mage was  hitherto  lefs  considerable  than  the 
alarm,  and  government  laboured  under  the 
miitake  that  the  proceedings  of  the  rabble  por- 
tended nothing  ferious,  but  were  mere  irregu- 
larities. h 

Before  the  drawing-room  at  St.  James's,  in 
compliment  to  his  majefty's  birth-day,  a  privy 
council  was  held,  but  the  riots  yet  appeared  of 
lb  fmall  importance,  that  no  other  meafure  was 
adopted,  but  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward 
of  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  difcovery  of 
thole  who  were  concerned  in  deftrovimr  the 
chapels  of  the  embalfadors.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  day,  however,  the  riots  affumed  a  more 
formidable  afpect ;  extending  beyond  the  cha- 
pels of  the  obnoxious  perfuafion,  and  indicating 
a  wild,  ungovernable,  and  determined  fury. 
The  dawn  was  uihered  in  by  an  ailault  on  Sir 
George  Savile's  houfe  in  Leicefter-fields  ;  he 
had  moved  the  repeal  of  the  ftatute  of  William, 

g  See  Wilkes's  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  19th  June  1780. 
*»  Such  was  the  opinion  expreffed  by  lord  Mansfield  to  Mr.  Strahan. 
See  Bofwell's  life  or  Johnfon,  vol.  iii.  p.  457.  8vo.  edition, 

8  and 
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and  his  patriotic  exertions,  and  parliamentary  chap. 
renown,  could  not  avert  the  fury  of  the  mob,  x^^r- 
who  demolifhed  part  of  his  dwelling,  and  burnt     1780. 
his  furniture  before  the  door.     Rainsforth  and 
Maberly,  two  refpectable  men  of  bufmefs,  who 
had  made  themfelves  confpicuous  by  laudable 
exertions  in  apprehending  the  rioters,  were  for 
that  reafon  fmgled   out  as  victims,  and  their 
houfes  deftroyed.     In  Wapping  and  Eaft  Smith- 
field,  Romifh  chapels  were  rafed,  and  the  wrecks 
being  brought  in  parade  before  lord  George 
Gordon's  houfe,   were  burnt  in  the   adjacent 
fields. 

This  mifchievous  fanatic  was  now  alarmed  Tenor  of 
at  the  effects  of  his  own  imprudence,  and  put  Gordon!^ 
forth  a  hand-bill,  in  the  name  of  the  Proteftant 
aifociation,   difit vowing  the   riots.     When  the  6th. 
houfe  met,  according  to  adjournment,  he  found 
fome  members  determined  to  check  his  extra- 
vagances.    Colonel  Herbert,  now  earl  of  Car- 
narvon, called  to  him  acrofs  the  houfe,  peremp- 
torilv  commanding  him  to  take  from  his  hat 
the  badge  of  fedition,    the  blue  cockade,  and 
threatening,  if  he  refuted,  to  do  it  hirrifelf :  lord 
George  tamely  obeyed,  and  put  the  cockade  in 
his   pocket.     Though   the   approaches   to  the  Adjourn - 
houfes  of  parliament  were  as  before  obftructed  [S^nt, 
by  the   mob,  no  member   was  injured    in  his 
palfage,  but  lord  Sandwich,  who  was  wounded, 
and  his  carriage  deftroyed.   The  houfe- of  lords, 
without  attempting  any  drfcuffion,  adjourned 
to  the  nineteenth  ;  and  the  houfe  of  commons 
palled  refolutions  vindicating  their  own  privi- 
leges, and  an  addrefs  for  repairing  the  injuries 
done  to  the  property  of  foreign  embafiadors, 
and  profecuting,  by  the  attorn <         nerat,  thofe 
who  had  occasioned  or  abetted  the  clifturbance 
Some  members  of  opposition   feemed   fenfible 
..vol.   in.  u  of 
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of  the  dreadful  emergency  to  which  the  country 
was  reduced,  and  difpofed  to  itrengthen  govern- 
ment. Burke,  who  was  implicated  in  the  odi- 
um of  having  favoured  Roman  Catholics,  recom- 
mended unanimity  and  defeniivc  aifociations  ; 
and  Sir  George  Savile  thanked  the  rniniftry  for 
the  affiftance  of  the  military  in  protecting 
liis  dwelling;  Fox,  however,  refufed  his  fup- 
port  to  government,  alleging  that  adminiftra- 
tion  had  diffolved  every  hond  of  fociety,  and 
difgraced  all  who  acted  with  them;  and  an 
intimation  that  it  would  he  proper  to  expel 
lord  George  Gordon,  was  received  with  marks 
of  difapprobation.  A  conceilion  was  made  to 
the  rabble,  which,  if  founded  in  prudence,  was 
deficient  in  dignity,  by  a  refolution,  "  That  as 
foon  as  the  tumults  fubfided,  the  houfe  would 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  petitions 
of  his  majefty's  Proteftantfubjecls." 

This  fecond  collection  of  the  mob  gave  new 
force  to  diforder,  as  the  former  flight  attempts 
to  reftrain  the  rioters,  only  ferved  to  make 
magiftracy  ridiculous,  and  impart  to  guilt  the 

While  the 
in 

Downing-ftreet  was  attacked,  but  protected  by 
the  military.  The  infurgents,  no  longer  unde- 
termined in  their  purpofe,  or  deficient  in  advifers, 
were  marfballed  in  bands,  and  fent  on  diftinct 
expeditions,  which  during  two  days  were  exe- 
cuted with  rapidity  and  fuccefs,  fpreading  uni- 
verfal  alarm,  and  threatening  general  devafta- 
tion  :  religion  was  now  hardly  a  pretence, 
though  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  and 
its  vicinity  were  obliged,  as  a  protection  to  their 
property,  to  chalk  on  their  dwellings  the  words 
"  no  popery,''  and  to  pay  without  refinance  the 
irregular  contributions  demanded  by  the  rioters, 
■*""  which 


hardihood  arifing  from  impunity 

houfes  were   fitting,    the   minifter's  abode 
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which  were  levied  according  to  their  caprice  chap. 
or  rapacity.  It  were  a  vain  and  ufelefs  taik  to  £2Zij' 
purfue  methodically  the  train  of  wafte  and  ha-  ^^o. 
vock,  and  trace  the  mifchief  committed  by  this 
licentious  rabble  during  their  two  days  domi- 
nion, with  any  affectation  of  precifion.  The 
prifonsof  Newgate  and  Clerken well,  the  Comp- 
ters, the  Fleet,  the  King's  Bench,  and  theMar- 
ihalfea,  and  the  gaols  of  Southwark,  were 
emptied  of  their  felons  and  debtors,  and  de- 
itroyed  or  greatly  damaged.1  The  houfes  of 
Sir  John  Fielding,  Hyde,  and  Cox,  magif- 
trates  of  Middlefex,  were  plundered  and  burnt; 
the  dwelling  of  the  lord  chancellor  was  laved 
by  porting  a  few  foldiers  in  the  houfe ;  but 
the  abode  of  lord  Mansfield  met  a  different 
fate;  furniture,  books,  and  pictures,  and,  what 
was  a  ftill  more  irreparable  lofs,  his  manufcripts, 
formed  during  fo  long  and  active  ajurifpru- 
dential  and  political  life,  all  were  facrificed  to 
the  brute  rage  of  a  deteflable  rabble.  The 
venerable  chief  juftice  efcaped  by  a  back  way, 
and,  wrapt  in  a  cloak,  lately  arrived  at  the 
door  of  a  friend,  requefting  admittance.  His 
wine  and  liquors  were  poured  out  in  profufion, 
and  probably  the  hope  of  fimilar  plunder,  more 
than  the  circumftance  of  their  being  Roman 
Catholics,  drew  the  attention  of  the  mob  to  two 
houfes  of  the  Langdales,  diitillers  in  Holborn, 
which  were  burnt,  with  fevcral  neighbouring 
buildings.  The  rioters  drank  at  the  fame  time 
fuch  quantities  of  fpirituous  liquors,  that  many 
were  burnt  and  many  overwhelmed  in  ruins. 

A  reluctance,  rather  inexcufable than  un-  Timidity 
accountable,  had  enervated  the  arm  of  govern-  if_?!v'rn' 


merit. 


1  The  afTault  of  Newgate  without  arms,  was  the  moft  defperare 
attempt  that  could  be  conceived.  A  building  fo  (trong,  that  had  a 
dozen  men  relifted,  it  leemed  almolt  impoflible  to  take  it  without 
artillery* 

u  a  ment, 
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chap,  ment,  and  prevented  the  due  employment  of 
xxxvm.  t]K.  military  during  the  progrefs  of  thefc  dif- 
17^0.  graceful  tranfaetions.  A  general  fupinenefs 
feemed  to  pervade  every  department ;  no  fpe- 
eific  orders  were  itiued,  and  without  them  no 
maoiihate  would  venture  to  exereife  the  au- 
thorities  confided  to  him  by  the  riot  act.  The 
tranlaclions  of  17^8,  when  a  Surrey  magiftrate 
was  tried  on  a  capital  indi6tment  for  fuch  an 
exertion,  and  thole  who  obeyed  his  order  were 
profecuted  with  all  the  malignity  of  party, 
were  not  yet  forgotten,  nor  could  the  minifters 
difmifs  from  their  ears  thofe  fulminations  which 
had  lb  recently  founded  in  parliament,  when 
they  merely  appointed  a  military  guard,  at  a 
time  when  a  mob  was  brought  to  their  own 
doors,  during  the  difcuffion  of  the  popular 
petitions.  The  rage  of  oppofition,  and  vio- 
lence of  invective  which  had  prevailed  during 
the  whole  feffion,  and  the  many  attempts  which 
were  daily  making  to  render  the  people  active 
and  efficient  in  government,  account,  but  do 
not  apologize,  for  the  timidity  of  admini- 
firation.k 
7th.  In  this  emergency  a  privy  council  was  con- 

iccond  vencd,  at  which  not  cabinet  minifters  alone, 
council.  kut  a-U  who  had  a  feat  were  defired  to  attend : 
the  king  himfelf  was  prefent: — irrefolution 
Hill  prevailed ;  nor  was  any  decifive  or  effec- 
tual meafure  fuggefted.  The  council  had  rifen, 
when  the  kin<jr  anxioufly  demanded,  if  no 
meafure  could  be  recommended.     The  attor- 

k  Lord  Chatham,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  country,  committed 
two  afts,  which  he  confidered  illegal :  he  arrefted  a  ftifpicious  foreigner 
"by  a  general  warrant,  and  he  hid  an  embargo  on  veflels  laden  with 
corn  ;  his  vindication  of  his  conduct  was  a  leffon,  and  ought  to  be 
a  model  to  minifters  ;  "  I  knew  the  illegality,"  he  faid,  "  but  I  ex- 
erciletl  power  for  the  falvation  of  the  country,  at  the  rifque  of  my 
life,  and  were  my  life  to  be  the  certain  forfeit,  I  would  again,  in 
fnnibr  circumftances,  a&  the  fame  part." 

ney- 
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ney-general  anfwered  lie  knew  but  of  one —  chap. 
that  of  declaring  the  tumults  rebellious,  and  x^^]' 
authorizing  the  military  to  acl  where  necefhty  irio. 
required,  although  the  magi  urates  ihould  not 
attend.  The  king  defired  him  to  make  out 
the  order,  which  tie  did  at  the  table  on  one 
knee,  and  a  proclamation  was  drawn  up,  and 
orders  from  the  adjutant-general's  office  iifued 
accordino.lv. !  It  was  confidently  pronounced 
that  this  order  would  immediately  put  an 
end  to  the  riots.  The  proclamation  did  not 
iime  till  the  evening,  but  the  public  foon  ex- 
perienced its  goods  effects.  Orders  had  been 
font  in  various  directions  for  troops  to  protect 
the  metropolis  ;  a  part  of  the  Northumber- 
land militia,  which  had  marched  twenty-five 
miles  during  the  day,  reached  Lincoln's  Inn  7th  June, 
juft  as  it  became  night.  The  conflagrations 
at  Lanffdale's,  and  at  Holborn  Bridge,  Mere 
tremendous,  and  appeared  to  fpread  with  alarm- 
ing rapidity."1  A  detachment  went  immedi- 
ately, under  the  command  of  colonel  Holroyd, 
to  thofe  places,  and  were  the  firft  to  put  a  ftop 
to  the  outrages  of  the  mob,  but  not  before  fe- 
veral  were  killed  in  the  art  of  breaking  into 
and  firing  the  houfes."     The  guards  foon  dif- 

o  ... 

perfed  the  rioters  at  Blackfriars  bridge,  and 
feveral  Mere  puihed  over  the  baluflrades  into 
the  Thames. 

1  From  private  information.  See  the  proclamation  and  orders,  An- 
nual Regiiter,  1780.  p.  265,  266. 

m  The  night  was  uncommonly  ferene  and  fine,  a  perfect  calm, 
otherwife  the  conflagration  muft  have  fpread  over  the  clofe  parts  of 
the  town,  efyecially  as  the  firemen  were  fometimes  prevented  from 
working  their  engines,  and  fometimes  joined  in  the  pillage  them- 
selves. 

«  It  was  faid  there  had  been  little  combination  or  plan  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  mob,  yet  a  ftandard-bearer  on  horfeback  in 
their  rear  was  (hot,  and  the  body  and  ftandard  conveyed  away  in 
a  hackney  coach  ;  and  another  ftandard,  under  a  fmall  efcort,  was 
met  by  the  detachment  on  its  way  to  Holborn. 

u  3  Ti 
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chap.       The   refolution  to  ufe  force,   was  adopted 

^S^Zij '  onty  m  time  t0  avei't  national  ruin.  The  mob 
i78o.  had  formed  the  defign  of  attacking  the  Bank, 
and  cutting  off  the  pipes  by  which  the  town 
is  fupplied  with  water,  but,  fortunately,  too 
The  Hots  late  for  execution.  The  military  took  pofTef- 
quellcd.  fion  of  every  avenue  to  the  Bank,  which  was 
alfo  barricaded  and  ftrongly  guarded ;  the  po- 
pulace made  two  attempts  in  different  quar- 
ters, but  were  eafily  repulfed,  and  could  not  be 
rallied  :  feeble  and  hefitative  fhouts  fubfklcd 
into  diflant  murmurs ;  and  after  a  ihort  fpace 
into  total  filence.  The  regular  firms:  of  the 
fokliery  produced  a  tremendous  effect,  and 
the  mob,  attentive  to  their  own  fafety,  and  em- 
ployed in  removing  their  wounded  aifociates, 
fled,  regardlefs  of  the  orders  of  their  leaders. 
Similar  fuccefs  attended  fimilar  exertions  in 
other  quarters ;  and  thofe  who  at  night  had 
been  terrified  by  the  fLouts  of  an  unnumbered 
populace,  and  diffracted  with  the  portentous 
gleam  of  fix-and-thirty  feparate  conflagrations, 
faw  in  the  morning  no  veftiges  of  alarm,  but 
fmoking  ruins,  marks  of  mot,  and  traces  of 
blood,  defignating  the  route  of  the  wounded 
fugitives.  ° 
jth.  The  houfe  of  commons  met  the  next  day, 

Reftora-     but  declined  proceeding;  to  buiinefs,  under  the 

tion  of 

tranquil- 
lity, °  The  return  made  to  Lord  Amherft  on  the  occafion  was, 
Killed — By  afl'ociation  troops  and  guards       109 
By  light  horfe         -       -       -  joi 
Died  in  hofpitals  75 

285 
Under  cure  in  hofpitals       -       -      -      173 

458 

This  account  is  undoubtedly  defective,  as  many  dead  and  wounded 
were  removed  by  their  friends  :  and  it  is  impoflible  to  calculate  how 
many    were    fuffocated   with  ipirituous  liquors,  and   fmatbered   in 

ruins. 

notion 
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notion  that  the  metropolis  was  fubje<5ted  to   chap. 
martial   law,   and  therefore  adjourned  to  the  x^y^ 
day  appointed  by  the  upper  houfe.     The  im-      '780. 
prefiion  which  this  fuppoiition  was  calculated    . 
to  produee,  was  removed  by  the  publication  of 
a  hand-bill,  exprefsly  denying  it :  bufmefs  1bon 
fell  into   its  accuftomcd  courfe;  the  courts  of 
law,  which,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  term  had 
been  opened  merely  pro  forma,  now  refumed 
their   fittings,    and   alarm  foon  foftened    into 
mere   meafures   of   caution,   and   preparations 
for  defence  againft  the  repetition  of  outrages. 
The   foldiers    ordered   from  the   country,    ef- 
feeted  their  march  with  zealous  precipitation ; 
the  inhabitants  of  every  place  at  which  they 
halted,  teftified,  by  hofpitable  lblicitude,  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  importance  of  their  fervices  :  they 
were  difpofed  in  camps  in  the  parks,    in  the 
Mufeum  gardens,  and  Lincoln's  Inn  o-ardens 
Volunteer  affociations  for  the  protection  of  li- 
berty and  property  Mere  formed,  and  fupported 
with  great  fpirit ;  and  the  temporary  abfence 
of  government   and  fecurity,    teemed  to   en- 
hance their  value,  and  infpire  unufual  zeal  for 
their  prefer vation. 

Ox  the  fecond  day  after  thefe  outrageous  9th. 
tranfaclions,   o-overnment  exerted  its  energy  ;  L°rd 
lord  George  Gordon  was  apprehended  by  vir-  Gordon 
tue  of  an  order  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  committed 
committed  to  the  Tower,  on  a  charge  of  hi  oh  trea-  !£the 

.  '  ©  .    o  Tower, 

ion.  In  his  examination  before  the  privy  coun- 
cil, he  ihewed  great  feeblenefs,  and  feeined  fur- 
prifed  at  the  remits  of  his  own  folly.  He  was  ef- 
corted  to  his  place  of  confinement  by  a  nume- 
rous guard  ;  but  his  difcomfited  adherents  were 
intent  on  concealment  from  the  puriuit  of  of- 
fended juftice,  and  too  fenhble  of  their  own 

u  4  sveaknefs 
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weaknefs  to  attempt  any  hazardous  enterprize 
for  his  refcue.p 

Wilkes,  whofe  name  is  fo  infeparably  con- 
nected with  the  hiftory  of  the  reign  as  to  ren- 
der his  conduct,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  worthy  of 
regard,  behaved,  during  thefe  tranfactions,  with 
the  intrepidity  and  judgment  becoming  a  ma- 
giftrate  of  the  metropolis.  At  the  height  of 
the  tumults,  the  publifher  of  a  feditious  peri- 
odical work,  advertifed  a  new  paper,  recom- 
mending the  people  to  "  perfevere  in  refitting 
the  infernal  defigns  of  the  miniftry,  defigned 
to  overturn  the  religion  and  civil  liberties  of 
the  country,  and  intioduce  popery  and  llavery." 
Wilkes  caufed  this  mifcreant  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  affifted  the  military  in  refitting  the 
inroads  of  lawlefs  violence. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  parliament,  the 
king,  in  a  fhort  fpeech  from  the  throne,  reca- 
pitulated the  meafures  he  had  adopted,  and 
fubmitted  to  each  houfe,  copies  of  the  procla- 
mations. All  parties  concurred  in  approving 
his  majefty's  conduct ;  the  only  differences  in 
opinion  arofe  from  the  reflections  on  the  mi- 
niftry, for  not  fooner  protecting  the  metropo- 
lis by  the  armed  force,  and  a  difcuffion  on 
the  legality  of  military  interference.  This 
important  topic  was  accurately  and  defini- 
tively illuflrated  by  lord  Mansfield  ;  and  his 
opinion  has  ever  fince  been  regarded  as  confti- 
tutional  lavv.     He  difembar railed  the  queftion 

P  For  this  account,  befides  the  periodicul  publications,  in  many 
of  which  the  facls  are  very  accurately  narrated;  I  have  confulted 
Fanaticifm  and  Treafon  ;  Conliderations  on  the  Late  Disturbances, 
by  a  Confident  Whig;  the  State  and  Behaviour  of  the  Englim  Ca- 
tholics ;  and  feveral  other  pamphlets  ;  the  Trial  of  Lord  George 
Gordon,  and  the  trials  of  the  different  rioters;  and  have  received 
conijderable  private  information. 

from 
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from  all  doubts  relative  to  conftrucHve  treafon,  c  H  AP- 
by  proving  that  the  late  riots  amounted  to  cli-  X^^r* 
rec~t  overt  aels  of  high  treafon.  But  belides  1780. 
fhefe,  the  infurgents  were  guilty  of  felony,  by 
burning  private  property,  demolishing  and 
robbing  private  houfes,  and  other  acts  of  im- 
difguifed  violence.  This  was  the  true  ground 
of  the  proclamation  for  calling  out  the  mili- 
tary. Every  man  might,  and,  if  required  by 
a  magiftrate,  mult  interfere  to  fuppreis  a  riot  ; 
much  more  to  prevent  acts  of  felony,  treafon, 
and  rebellion.  What  an  individual  might  do, 
was  lawful  to  any  number  of  perfons  ailembled 
for  a  lawful  purpofe :  it  would  be  needlefs  to 
prove  that  magiftrates  might  legally  act  in  a 
manner  not  forbidden  to  other  fubj eels;  con- 
irables  were  particularly  charged  to  apprehend 
perfons  engaged  in  breaches  of  the  peace,  fe- 
lony, or  treafon,  and  in  cafe  of  refiitance,  to 
attack,  wound,  and  even  kill  thofe  who  con- 
tinued to  refill.  A  private  man  feeing  another 
commit  an  unlawful  aet  might  apprehend  ths 
offender,  and  by  force  compel  fubmiliion,  not 
to  the  alfailant  but  to  the  law,  and  fo  might 
any  number  of  men  aflembled  or  called  toge- 
ther for  the  purpofe.  This  doctrine  the  chief 
jufticc  Hated  to  be  clear  and  indifputable,  with 
all  the  poiiible  confequences  which  might  flow 
from  it,  and  the  true  foundation  for  calling  in 
the  military  to  alliit  in  quelling  the  late  riots. 
The  perfons  who  fo  alufted  were,  in  the  con- 
templation of  Law,  mere  private  individuals 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  the 
wearing  of  a  red  coat  did  not  make  a  man  lefs 
liable  to  be  called  on  for  his  afliftance  than  any 
other  perfon.  If  a  military  man  exceeded  the 
powers  with  which  he  was  invelled,  he  muft 
be  tried  and  punimed,  not  by  the  martial  code, 

but 
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but  by  the  common  and  ftatute  laws  of  the 
realm.  Confequently,  the  idea  that  the  metro- 
polis was  under  martial  law,  and  that  the  mi- 
litary had  more  power  imce  the  riots  than  thev 
had  before,  was  an  idle  and  ill-founded  appre- 
henfion. 

The  fentiments  of  lord  Mansfield,  on  fo  im- 
portant a  topic,  claimed  the  utmoll  attention, 
and  the  conlideration  of  his  years  and  fuf- 
ferings  in  the  late  unhappy  tumults,  added  to 
the  intereft  with  wnieh  he  was  regarded.  In 
prefacing  his  opinion,  he  avowed  that  he  had 
formed  it  without  having  recourfe  to  books, 
adding  the  pathetic  exclamation,  indeed  I 
have  no  books  to  confult :  all  his  auditors  feem- 
ed  impreifed  with  the  fincereft  fympathy,  and 
to  deplore  the  lofs  he  had  fuftained  as  a  na- 
tional misfortune  and  difgrace. 

Notwithstanding  the  prevailing  indigna- 
tion againft  the  late  diigraceful  excefles,  iome 
individuals  in  the  houfe  of  commons  pleaded  the 
caufe  of  the  affociators.  Alderman  Sawbridge 
brought  up  a  petition  from  the  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city,  which  Wilkes  reprobated,  as 
obtained  during  the  height  of  the  difturbances 
(?th  June)  and  by  furprife,  when  molt  of  the 
members  had  departed,  in  the  belief  that  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day  was  over,  lie  reproached 
the  lord  mayor  and  alderman  Bull  for  fupine- 
nefs  and  tactioufnefs  :  had  the  chief  magiftrate 
taken  proper  care  of  the  city,  he  faid,  the  tu- 
mults would  have  been  fupprelfed  in  their  ori- 
gin51; and  Bull  had  countenanced  the  infur- 
gents,  by  permitting  the  conftables  of  his  ward 
to  wear  the  enfign  of  fedition  in  their  hats; 
and  by  appearing  publicly,  arm-in-arm  with 
the  great  inftigator  of  the  riots. 

*  The  lord  Mayor  was  profecuted  by  the  attorney -general  for  his 
negligence,  and  convi&ed. 

The 
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The  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  chap. 
for  confidering  the  petitions  againft  tlie  tole-  ^J^}1* 
rating  law,  which  were  principally  enforced  by      1780. 
alderman  Bull  and  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey.    Burke  *"■£• 
diftinguiihed  himfelf   in  favour  of  toleration, 
avowing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  firmeft  attach- 
ment to  the  doctrines  of  the  church   of  Eng- 
land ;  and  on  his  motion,  the  houfe  adopted 
five  refolutions,  expreflive  of  their  fatisfaction 
in  the  law  as  it  exifted  ;  and  their  abhorrence 
of  the  late  tumults,   as  well  as  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  which  had  given  birth  to  them. 

As  in  thefe  debates  fome  apprehenfions  were  Bill  for 
expreffed   relative  to  the  influence  which  Ca-  %™™^z 
tholics  might  acquire  by  being  intrufted  with  c-omteach- 
the  authorities  of  tuition,   Sir   George  Savile  ing  y«u|b: 
brought  in  a  bill  for  depriving  them  of  the 
right  of  keeping  fchools,  or  receiving  youth 
to   board  in  their  houfes  :    it  palled   the  com-  Rejected. 
mons,  but  was  loft  in  the  lords. 

The  king  terminated  the  feffion  with  a  judi-  8th  July, 
cious  fpeech,  in  the  conelufion  of  which  he  j?jLd  oi  the 
recommended  to  the  members  of  the  houfe  of 
-commons  to  affift,  by  their  influence  and  au- 
thority in  their  feveral  counties,  as  they  had  by 
their  unanimous  fupport  in  parliament,  in 
guarding  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  from  fur- 
ther difturbances,  and  watching  over  the  pre- 
servation of  public  fafetv.  "  Make  my  people 
fenfible,"  he  laid,  "  of  the  happinefs  they  en- 
joy, and  the  diftinguiihed  advantages  they  de- 
rive, from  our  excellent  constitution  in  church 
and  (late.  Warn  them  of  the  hazard  of  innova- 
tion; point  out  to  them  the  fatal  coufequences 
of  fuch  commotions  a.s  have  lately  been  ex- 
cited  ;  and  let  it  be  your  care  to  imprefs  on 
their  minds  this  important  truth ;  that  rebel- 
lious infunec~tions  to  refift  or  reform  the  laws, 

mull 
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chap.   1Tlllft  end  either  in  the  deftruetion  of  the  per- 
xxxviii.  fons  who  make  the  attempt,  or  in  the  fubver- 
i^~£TJ   fion  of  our  free  and  happy  conftitution." 
Political  The  late  tremendous  hurricane  had  confider- 

etfea  of  ^jg  effe^  jn  clearing  the  political  atmofphere  : 
the  public  opened  their  eyes  to  the  horrors 
anting  from  popular  atTbciations  to  awe,  con- 
troul,  or  regulate  the  proceedings  of  govern- 
ment, and  became  feniible  that,  however  in- 
nocent or  even  laudable  fuch  efforts  might  be 
in  their  origin,  the  example  was  eafily  capable 
of  being  perverted  ;  and  unlimited  mifchief 
might  arife  from  the  perverfeneis  or  igno- 
rance of  a  rath  individual,  giving  impulfe  to 
lo  vaft  a  machine  as  the  populace.  Fa- 
vourable intelligence  refpefting  the  war  con- 
tributed to  the  public  fatisfaction ;  and  the 
perfonal  rancour  which  had  fo  long  dilgraced 
political  contention,  was  in  a  great  degree 
tempered  by  a  better  knowledge,  which  the 
leaders  of  different  parties  acquired  of  the  real 
fentiments  by  which  their  opponents  were  ac- 
tuated. The  meeting  of  the  privy  council, 
at  which  fo  many  members  of  oppofition  at- 
tended, produced  conferences,  and  a  fort  of  in- 
tercourfe  between  the  two  parties,  which  had 
been  fufpended  during  ih  many  important 
years ;  the  miniftry  learned  that  the  eftabiiih- 
ment  of  a  republican  fyftem  of  government, 
formed  no  part  of  the  fcheme  of  their  adversa- 
ries ;  and  the  oppofition  difcovered  that,  far 
from  defiling  to  erect  defpotic  power  on  the 
ruins  of  the  conftitution,  the  miniftrv  were 
merely  folicitous  to  fuftain  what  they  consi- 
dered juft  and  necelfary  rights,  and  to  fupport 
what  they  deemed  legal  authorities  of  govern- 
ment. The  mutual  benevolence  thus  intro- 
duced into  the  minds  of  many  leading  cha- 
racters, 
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rafters,  though  not  immediately  operative,  was,   chap. 
afterwards,  productive  of  the  molt  important  xxxvnr. 
confequences.  i7s0. 

The  rioters  in  London  and  Middlefex  were  28th  June. 
arraigned  at  the  Old  Bailey.  A  fpecial  com-  Trials  of 
million  was  ill  tied  tor  trying'  thole  in  surrey.  ers. 
The  long  depending  arrangements  with  Sir  10th  July. 
William  De  Grey  being  completed,  Wedder- 
burne  took  his  feat  as  chief  juftice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  being  at  the  lame  time  railed 
to  the  peerage,  by  the  title  of  lord  Lough- 
borough. He  was  the  principal  commiffioner, 
and  delivered  a  judicious,  eloquent,  and  im- 
preffive  charge.  No  harfh  or  intemperate  zeal 
for  vengeance  actuated  the  judges  or  influ- 
enced the  juries  at  either  place :  although  thefe 
juries  were  compofed  of  men  whofe  properties 
were  affected  by  the  lines  levied  on  the  coun- 
ties for  reparation  of  damages,  their  proceed- 
ings characterized  the  humanity  of  Britifh  ju- 
1  ifprudence ;  no  man  was  convicted  but  on 
the  fulled  teftimony  ;  no  pica  of  extenuation 
or  recommendatory  circumftance  was  difre- 
garded ;  and,  confidering  the  extent  and  du- 
ration of  the  riots,  the  multitude  of  perfons 
engaged,  and  the  rewards  for  giving  evidence, 
the  number  of  convictions  was  remarkably 
fmall  :  few  parallels  can  be  found  of  national 
indignation  fo  juftly  excited,  and  fo  eafily  ap- 
peafed.'  The  mentis  and  other  jailors  were 
indemnified  by  parliament  againft  any  actions 
which  might  be  brought  for  the  efcape  of  pri- 
lbners ;  and  the  benefits  of  an  act  of  in- 
fulvency  were  extended    to   thole  who,  after 

1  At  the  Old  Bailey  85  were  tried  j  of  whom  35  were  capitally 
convicted,  7  convicted  of  finale  felony,  and  43  acquitted.  In  Surrey 
50  were  tried,  of  whom  24  were  capitally  couvi&ed,  and  26  ac- 
quitted. 

t  being 
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chap,   being  fet  free  by  the  mob,  voluntarily  furren- 
W**™  dered. 

1780.  Lord  George  Gordon  was  at  firft  totally 

lordGeor^e  difregarded  in  his  confinement ;  he  complained 
Gordon.^    of  being  prevented  from  feeing  his  friends,  but 
had  the  mortification  to  hear  that  no  friends 
had  inquired  for  him.     He  afterwards  ineffec- 
tually petitioned  the  houfe  of  commons  to  ob- 
Jan.  17S1.  tain  his  difeharge.     He  was  tried  for  high  trea- 
fon,  but,  though  fome  doubts  prevailed  as  to 
the   extent   of  his    criminality,   he  owed   his 
acquittal  principally  to  the  extraordinary  zeal 
and  talents  of  his  counfel,  Mr.  Kenyon  and  Mr. 
Erfkine.      The  focieties   of  Glafgow  entered 
into  a  fuhfeription,  and  remitted  four  hundred 
and  eighty-five  pounds  for  his  fupport.     He 
afterwards  fell  rapidly  into  general  difregard, 
though   he  made  fome  defperate  attempts  to 
attract  notice,   bv  attending;  at  Saint  James's 
to  offer  the  declarations  and  refolutions  of  his 
affoeiated  rabble  to  the  king,  and  by  publifhing 
a  letter  on  the  fubjecl  of  his  reception.  9 
j ft  Sept.         In  the  autumn,  parliament  was  fuddenly  dif- 
„.17J0-.     folved  ;  the  elections  in  fome  places  were  con- 
ofparlia-    ducted  with  great  fpirit;  in   others   with  re- 
ment.         markable  languor.     Fox,   after  a  long  conteft 
with  lord  Lincoln,  was  returned  for  Weftmin- 
fter :  Burke  was  rejected  at  Briftol.  having  loft 
many  friends  there  in  confequence  of  the  part 
he  had  aeled  in  fupporting  the  trade  of  Ireland 
in  oppoiition  to  the  inftruciions  of  his  conftitu- 
ents,  which  he  wifely  and  magnanimoufly  dif- 
regarded :  Malton,  which  he  had  formerly  re- 
prefented,  again  returned  him,  and  the  humble 
borough  gained,  by  fuch  a  reprefentative,  an 
honour  which  that  great  commercial  city  nii 
reaibnably  envy. 

s  See  Remembrancer,  vol.  xii.  p.  * 
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CHAPTER     THE     THIRTY-NINTH: 

17  8  0. 

Rodney  difpatched  to  relieve  Gibraltar.  —  Cap- 
fa  rex  a  Spanijh  fleet  —  Defeats  Langara.  — 
Siege  and  capture  of  Charlefioicn  in  South 
Carolina. —  Clinton  s  addrefs —  and  procla- 
mations.— Formation  of  military  force. — Ex- 
peditions againji  the  Americans v — Burford 
defeated  by  Tarleton. —  Clinton  quits  Caro- 
lina. - —  Proceedings  of  lord  CornwaUis.  — 
Exertions  of  the  Americans.  — Treachery  in 
South  Carolina.  — Gates  commands  the  Ame- 
ricans.—  Battle  of  Camden.  — Tarleton  de- 
feats Sumter.  — Severities  of  lord  CornwaUis. 

—  Colonel  Fergufon  routed  and  killed.  — 
Effect  of  this  difajler. — End  of  the  campaign 
in  Carolina.  —  Tranfaclions  at  New  York. — 
Incur/ion  into  the  Jerfeys.  —  Attack  on 
Bergen  Point.  —  Arrival  of  reinforcements 
from  France.  —  Ineffectual  attempt  on  Rhode 
I/land.  —  Arrival  of  Rodney  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  — Ineffectual  efforts  and  fkirmijhcs. 

—  Arrival  of  a  Spanijh  fleet.  —  De  Guichen 
returns  to  Europe  —  Rodney  to  America.  — • 
Difappoiufment  of  the  Americans  on  the  ab- 
ftnee  of  De  Guichen. —  Defection  of  Ar- 
nold. —  Fate  of  major  Andre" .  —  Arnold's 
proclamations.  —  Burgoyne's  army  at  length 
exchanged — Naval  tra?  factions  in  Europe. 

—  Capture  of  the  Briti/h  Eqft  and  JVeft 
India  fleets.  —  Quebec  fleet  taken  by  the 
Americans. 

r^  i  braltar  being  reduced  to  theutmoft  dif-   xxxix.' 
trefs  for  wan  t  of  provifions  ;  admiral  Rodney     <-— v-v 
was  entruued  with  the   command   of  a  fqua-  ^JJJJLg 
drondcltincd  for  its  relief.     The  judgment  and  to  relieve 
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fecrefy  of  this  expedition  deceived  the  Bourbon 
courts  :  they  could  not  imagine  that  fo  ftrong 
a  force,  comprifing  a  part  of  the  channel  fleet, 
would  be  employed  to  convoy  the  transports  to 
the  Straits,  but  conceiving  the  admiral  would 
feparate  from  them  in  a  certain  latitude,  felected 
eleven  men  of  war  and  two  frigates  from  the 
grand  fleet  of  Spain,  with  which  Don  Juan  de 
Langara  proceeded,  to  intercept  the  fupply. 

RoDXEyhad  the  good  fortune,  foon  after 
his  departure,  to  take  fifteen  fail  of  Spaniili 
merchantmen,  with  valuable  cargoes,  a  new  man 
of  war  of  fixty -four  guns,  four  frigates,  and  two 
fmaller  armed  veffels.  He  afterwards  encoun- 
tered Langara  off  Cape  St.  Vincent's,  and  after 
a  gallant  action,  maintained  during  great  part 
of  the  night,  captured  the  admiral  in  the  Phoe- 
nix of  eighty  guns,  and  three  other  men  of 
war.  Two  more  had  (truck,  but  were  driven  on 
more  by  tempeftuous  weather,  and  one  was  loft; 
the  San  Domingo  blew  up  early  in  the  engage- 
ment, and  every  man  on  board  perilhed.  Rod- 
ney failed  triumphantly  to  Gibraltar,  and  after 
landing  his  ftores,  and  afford  in  a:  fome  relief  to 
Minorca,  failed,  agreeably  to  his  original  defti- 
nation,  for  the  Weft  Indies.  Admiral  Digby, 
returning  to  England  with  the  Spanifh  prizes, 
tranfports,  and  the  mips  belonging  to  the  chan- 
nel fleet,  took  the  Prothee,  a  French  fixty-four, 
and  two  veffels  laden  with  military  ftores,  being 
part  of  a  convoy,  the  reft  of  which  efcaped. 
Rodney  obtained  the  thanks  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  and  was  complimented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Edin- 
burgh. 

When  the  failure  of  the  attack  on  Savan- 
nah, and  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet,  re- 
moved the  impediments  to  a  long  projected  ope- 
ration, 
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ration,   Sir  Henry  Clinton  failed  from  Sandy    chap. 
Hook,  to  attack  Charleftown  in  South  Carolina,    xxxix. 
with  a  force  of  about  five  thoufand  men,  con-    ^PssT- 
voyed  by  admiral  Arbuthnot,  leaving  lieute- 
nant-general Knyphaufen  to  defend  New  York. 
The   voyage  was  peculiarly  inaufpicious ;  the 
tranfports  were  fcattered  by  a  ftorm ;  fome  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemv,  others  were  loft  : 
one  veffel,  containing  the  heavy  ordnance,  foun- 
dered ;  all  the  cavalry,  and  moft  of  the  artillery 
horfes  perimed,  and  a  paflage,  which,  in  fair 
weather,    might  have  been   completed  in  ten 
days,  was  protracled  to  feven  weeks.     The  ge- 
neral, at  one  period,  defpairing  of  the  accom- 
plimment  of  his  original  deftination,  projected 
an  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  a  view 
to  folicit  the  fanction  of  general  Vaughan,  who 
held  the  principal  command   on   that   ftation, 
in  an  attack  on   Porto   Rico.     A   favourable 
change  in  the  wind,  however,  enabled  him  to 
reach  Charleftown,  which  he  inveftcd  immedi- 
ately on  his  landing. 

The  Americans,  in  confternation,  adjourned  "AFcfe, 
the  aflem'bly  of  the  province,  and  entrufted 
their  governor  John  Rutledge,  with  all  powers 
except  privation  of  life.  The  alarm,  how- 
ever, was  fo  great  that  two  proclamations 
for  the  militia,  and  all  men  of  property,  to  join 
the  army,  produced  little  effect.  An  attempt 
to  negotiate  with  the  Spanilh  governor  of  Ha- 
vannah  for  auxiliary  ihips  and^troops  was  alfo 
unfuccefsful  ;  but  bv  the  afliftance  of  French 
engineers,  the  works  of  defence  were  ftrength- 
ened  and  extended,  ftrong  abbatis,  deep  holes 
dug  at  imall  diftanccs,  and  a  wet  ditch  raked 
bv  redoubts,  and  protected  by  a  ftrong  citadel, 
mounting  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  guarded 
the  town  on  every   fide  which  was  conlidered 

vol.   in.  x  ailailable. 
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chap.  affaila,ble.  The  entrance  of  the  harbour  was 
xxxix.  impeded  by  the  bar,  and  fecnred  by  a  fquadron 
^SoT'  of  nine  fail,  under  commodore  Whipple,  occu- 
pying a  ftation  called  Five-fathom-hole.  Fort 
Moultrie  and  Sullivan's  Ifland  were  alfo  im- 
proved with  new  works.  Lincoln,  the  Ameri- 
can general,  placing  the  whole  chance  of  pro- 
tecting the  province  on  the  fate  of  the  city, 
fhut  himfelf  up  in  it  with  feyen  thoufand  men. 
refoived  to  refill;  to  the  laft  extremity. 

Clint.on,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  lives 
committed  to  his  protection,  made  methodical 
approaches  ;  the  harbour  was  blockaded  by  the 
fleet,  and  the  troops  flowly  advancing,  and  con- 
ftantly  eftablifning  or  fortifying  poits  to  main- 
tain communication  with  the  fea,  croffed  Am- 
2ft  April,    ley  river,  and  broke  ground  before  Charleftown, 
at  the  diftance  of  eight  hundred  yards  from  the 
works. 
20th Mar.        Arbuthnot  had  already  paffed  the  bar,  un- 
oppofed  by  Whipple,  who  retired  to  Charlef- 
town, after  having  funk  eleven  vellels  of  differ- 
ent defenptions,  acrofs  the  mouth  of  Cooper 
t)th  April,    river.     The   admiral,   however,   with    the   firft 
fair  wind,  paffed  Fort.  Moultrie  without  ftop- 
pino-  to  engage,  and  anchored  near  Fort  John- 
ftone. 
,  A„t:i       A   resolute   refufal   being  returned   to  a 
fummons   to  iurrender,   batteries  were  opened 
on  the  town,  and  as  the  advance  of  Arbuthnot 
obviated  the  neceffity  of  maintaining  a  com- 
munication with  the  fea,  Clinton  was  enabled 
to  difpatch  ftrong  bodies,  under  colonels  Tarle- 
ton  and  Webfter,  to  cut  off  the  intercourfe  of 
*#*«  the  garrifon  with  the  country.     Tarleton,  with 

no  lefs  judgment  than  activity,  furprifed  the 
American  force  at  Monk's  Corner,  routed  them 
with  the  lofs  of  all  their  ftores,  camp-equipage, 
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baea'ao-e,  and  four  hundred  horfes,   with  their  CHA„P« 
arms  and  accoutrements;  an  acquiiition  or  the    v^^*> 
greateft  importance  to  the  Britiih  army,  while     *7*9' 
the   conqueft  fecured  the  paflage   of  Cooper 
river.     Clinton  was  afterwards  enabled  by  the 
arrival  of  a  reinforcement  from  New  York,  to 
fend  another  detachment  acrofs  Cooper  river, 
and    lord   Cornwallis   commanded   the    whole 
force. 

TARLETON?senterprife,  joined  with  thejudi- 
cious  meafures  of  Clinton,  and  the  able  move- 
ments of  Moncrieff,  chief  officer  of  the  engi- 
neers, prevented  all  communication,  and  cut  off 
from  the  garrilbn  all  hopes  of  retreat  into  the 
country.  The  approaches  were  carried  on  with 
vigour,  the  canal  was  gained  by  furprife,  and 
the  works  advanced  to  the  verge  of  the  ditch, 
a  ftorm  appeared  inevitable,  and  the  Britiih  flag 
was  already  flvino-  on  Fort  "Moultrie."  The  in- 
habitants  now  petitioned  Lincoln  to  accept 
terms  of  capitulation,  which  he  had  formerly 
refufed,  and  a  council  of  war  concurring  in  the  nth  May 
meafure,  the  furrender  was  iigned,  and  the  Bri- 
tiih commander  took  pofleffion  of  the  town. 
The  Americans  were  allowed  fome  of  the  ho- 
nours of  war,  but  the  terms  of  the  capitulation 
were,  on  the  whole,  iuliicicntly  mortifying. 
The  prilbners  amounted  to  near  feven  thoufand  ; 
including  the  governor,  council,  military,  mi- 
litia, and  about  a  thoufand  American  and  French 
feamen.  The  whole  naval  force  was  taken  or 
deftroyed,  with  tour  hundred  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  a  confulerable  quantity  of  (lores.  The 
cautious  proceedings  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  are 
entitled  to  the  higheft  praife,  as  they  enabled 
Lincoln  to  collect  all  his  force  within  the  town, 
i:0  part  of  which  could  afterwards  efcape.  The 
Britiih  officers,  in  general,  were  highly  extolled. 
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and  none  more  than  major  Moncrieff,  who,  in 
the  defence  of  Savannah  and  this  attack,  mewed 
the  utmolt  perfection  in  the  fcience  of  an  engi- 
neer, and  captain  Elphinftone  of  the  navy, 
who  commanded  a  divifion  of  the  fleet,  and  by 
his  judicions  arrangements  fecured  the  paffage 
of  the  rivers  Afliley  and  Cooper.  Intelligence 
of  this  important  event,  by  far  the  moft  bril- 
liant of  the  American  war,  was  received  in 
England,  juft  at  the  clofe  of  lord  George  Gor- 
don's riot,  and  greatly  contributed  to  the  re- 
ftoration  of  calm  and  happinefs  at  that  critical 

moment- 

Nor  was  the  alarm  of  the  Americans  inferior 
to  the  joy  of  the  victors ;  their  caufe  feemed 
abandoned  by  their  new  allies,  and  they  de- 
spaired of  being  able  to  retain  the  rich  and 
fertile  Southern  Provinces."  The  judicious 
meafures  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  were  well 
adapted  to  produce  this  effect,  and  bring  back 
to  loyalty  thofe  important  colonies.  In  an 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants,  he  ftated,  that  in 
consideration  of  the  loyal  blood  fpilt  in  former 
well-intended,  but  ill-timed  efforts  to  atiiit  the 
king's  troops,  he  had  hitherto  abflained  from 
exciting  the  inhabitants  to  arms.  The  time 
was  now  arrived  when  every  individual  might, 
without  apprehenfion,  declare  his  fentiments ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  every  man  to  affift  in 
reftormg  peace  and  good  government.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  call  for  unneceffary  exer- 
tions ;  but  it  would  be  requifite  for  thofe  who 
had  families,  to  form  a  militia,  under  officers 
of  their  own  cluifing,  for  the  maintenance  of 
peace  and  good  order ;  while  thofe  who  had 
no  families  mould   embody   for   fix    months, 

*  s?e  the  Criir,.  N<?.  ix,  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  x.  p.  233. 
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under  their  own  officers,  to  drive  their  rebel  chap, 
oppreffors  from  the  province,  and  after  the  term  ™^,' 
of  fervice,  be  freed  from  all  but  militia  duty.  »78<>- 
Befides  this  well  conceived  addrefs,  which  was 
published  as  a  hand-bill,  the  general  iffued  three 
proclamations';  the  firit  Subjected  to  confiscation  **dMay. 
the  property  of  all  who  mould  appear  in  arms  ^^ 
againft  the  royal  government,  or  compel  others 
to  join  the  enemy,  or  hinder  thofe  inclined  to 
affift  the  king's  forces.  The  fccond  was  a  joint  jft  June, 
proclamation  of  the  general  and  admiral,  as 
commiflioners  for  reftoring  peace,  promifing 
fnch  of  the  inhabitants  as  would  return  to 
their  allegiance,  and  to  thofe  laws  which  they 
formerly  boafted  as  their  nobleft  inheritance,  a 
re-eftabliihment  of  their  former  rights  and  im- 
munities under  a  free  Britim  government,  ex- 
empt from  taxation,  except  by  their  own  legif- 
lature.  From  thefe  benefits,  however,  were 
exempted  all  who  were  polluted  with  the  blood 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  wantonly  and  inhu- 
manly ihed  under  the  mock  forms  of  juftice, 
for  refufmg  fubmiflion  to  an  ufurpation  which 
they  abhorred,  and  adhering  to  that  govern- 
ment with  which  thev  deemed  themielves  infe- 
parably  connected.  The  third  proclamation,  3d. 
proceeding  on  the  fuppofition  that  peace  and 
good  order  were  reftored  by  the  defeat  of  the 
American  forces,  relieved  from  the  ilatc  of  pri- 
soners on  parole,  all  the  inhabitants,  except  the 
military,  thofe  taken  in  Fort  Moultrie  and 
Charleitowh,  and  thofe  under  actual  conlinement. 
But  thofe  who  neglected  returning  to  their  alle- 
giance, were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  enemies. 
Two  hundred  and  ten  of  the  principal  inhabi-  5th. 
tants  of  Charleftown,  concurred  in  a  congratu- 
latory addrefs,  on  the  rcftoration  of  the  pro- 
vince to  the  political  connection  with  Great 
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Britain.  Although  the  rig-lit  of  taxing  by 
parliament,  had  excited  considerable  ferments, 
(till,  they  laid,  the  people  naturally  revolted  at  the 
idea  of  independency,  which  was  firft  promul- 
gated in  the  northern  colonies.  They  looked 
back,  with  painful  regret,  to  convulsions  fubver- 
iivc  of  the  Buitifli  constitution,  and  productive 
of  a  rank  democracy,  which,  however  carefully 
digefted  in  theory,  had,  in  practice,  exhibited  a 
fyitem  of  tyrannic  domination,  only  to  be 
found  among  the  uncivilized  part  of  mankind, 
or  in  the  hiftory  of  the  dark  and  barbarous 
ages  of  antiquity.  They  regretted  the  mifery 
and  ruin  occafioned  bv  the  difregard  of  the 
king's  overtures  for  accomodation,  and  would 
glory  in  difplaying  their  zeal  hy  efforts  for  the 
reftoratien  of  felicity  under  the  royal  govern- 
ment.b 

These  fentiments  were  not  confined  to  the 
fubferibers  of  the  addrefs ,  great  numbers  af- 
fembled  in  arms,  under  the  direction  of  major 
Fergufon,  and  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain  ap- 
peared triumphant. 

Sir  Henky  Clinton,  did  not,  however, 
rely  on  thefe  flattering  appearances ;  the  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  demanded  his  immediate  prefence 
at  New  York,  and  he  had  applied  to  govern- 
ment for  his  recal,  but  before  his  departure,  he 
arranged  three  expeditions  for  fubduing  the 
interior,  and  counteracting  the  enemy.  One 
afcended  the  Savannah,  and  another  parted  the 
Saluda  to  Ninety-fix ;  both  found  the  people  in 
genera!  loyal,  and  difpofed  to  eftablifh  the 
regal  government. 

The  third  expedition,  commanded  by  earl 
Cornwall  is,    crofted    the    Santee    river,     and 

&  See  thefe  papers  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  x.  p.  89.  et  feq. 
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marched  up  the  north-eaft  bank,  in  purfuit  of   chap. 
colonel  Burford,  who  was  retreating  to  North    XXXIX. 
Carolina,  with  artillery,  and  waggons  contain-      1780. 
ing  arms,  ammunition,  and  cloathing.     Before  22dMav. 
the  Britifh  troops  could  furmount  impediments, 
created  by  the  Americans,  Burford  had  already 
been  retreating  ten  days.     A  corps  of  a  hun-  27th. 
dred  and  feventy  foot,  and  a  hundred  mounted 
infantry,  with  a  three-pounder,  was  detached  in 
purfuit,    under   the  fpirited    and    enterprifing 
Tarleton,  who  was  in  veiled  with  difcretionary 
powers.      After  a  purfuit.  prcfFed   with  great  29th  May. 
alacrity  in  a  hot  climate,  Tarleton  found  him-  E"s^c- 
felf  in  the  prefence  of  the  enemy  at  Waxhaws,  waxhaws. 
but  his  troops  were  enfeebled  by  a  march  of  a 
hundred    and   live   miles    in   fifty-four   hours, 
and  greatly  outnumbered  by  the  enemy,  who 
had  three  hundred  and  eighty  infantry,  a  body 
of  cavalry,  and  two  fix-pounders.     Both  parties 
formed  without  interruption,  but  the  ignorance 
of  Burford,  and  the  fpirited  and  well  directed 
attack  of  Tarleton,  decided  in  a  few  minutes 
the  fate  of  the  day ;  the  whole  convoy  and  two 
hundred  prifoners  were  taken,  and  a  hundred 
and  feventy-two  killed. 

Intelligence  of  this  fuccefs,  and  of  the  5th  Tune. 
general  profperity  of  the  province,  cheered  Sir  Jlmton 
Henry  Clinton  in  the  moment  of  his  departure.    e?ar 
His  iliort  adminiftration  in  South  Carolina  was 
diftinguifhed  for  judgment,  vigour,  and  pru- 
dence.    His  manners  conciliated  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  while  the  vigour  of  his  proceed- 
ings reftrained  the  turbulent;  and  his  prudence, 
in   eftablilhing  commiifaries  of  captures,    af- 
forded a  reafonable  relief  to  his  own  army,  pre- 
vented the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
proved  a  fourcc  of  immenl'e  faving  to  govern- 
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chap.   ment. c     Tarleton  fpeedily  rejoined  lord  Corh- 
:p^^    wallis,  who  was  now  entruited  with  the  chief 
1780.      command  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  Btitim 
troops.     South   Carolina  being  deemed   futh- 
ciently  fecure,  the  inftruftions  left  with  lord 
Corn  wallis  were, "  conltantly  to  regard  thefafety 
and  tranquillity  of  Charleftown,as  the  principal 
and    indifpenfable    objecls    of    his   attention. 
When  the  neceifary  arrangements  for  this  pur- 
pofe  were  completed,  and  the  feafon  fuitable  to 
operations  in  that  climate  ihould  return,  he  was 
left  at  liberty  (if  he  judged  it  proper)  to  make 
afolid  move  into  North  Carolina,  on  condition 
that  it  could  be  made  without   endangering 
the  fafety  of  the  pofts  committed  to  his  charge." 
Proceed-         During  the  delay  which  occurred  from  the 
ioS  Com-  ^eat  of  the  climate,  and  the  necefnty  of  forming 
wallis.        magazines  and  fecuring  communications,  lord 
Cornwallis   occupied  himfelf  in    commercial, 
military,  and  civil  arrangements  at  Charleilown. 
He  alfo  lent  trufty  emiffaries  into  North  Caro- 
lina, informing  the  loyaliits  of  his  intention  to 
enter  that  province,  and  advifmg  them  to  reap 
their  harveft,  collect  provilions,  and  remain  in 
tranquillity  till  his  arrival.     Thefe  prudential 
inftruclions  were  unfortunately  difregarded.    A 
body  of  loyalifts  under  colonel  More,  premature- 
ly aifembled  in  Tryon  county,  were  routed  and 
difperfed.     The  in  fur  reel  ion  formed  a  pretext 
for  perfecution  ;  the  jails  were  filled  with  pre- 

e  By  amiftake  in  the  feventh  report  of  the  commiflioners  of  public 
accounts,  the  eftablilhment  of  thefe  commiflioners  of  captures  is 
afcribed  to  lord  Cornwallis.  That  nobleman  did  indeed  purfue  the 
meafure  with  abdity  and  integrity,  but  the  regulation  originated  with 
Clinton.  Although  this  meritorious  officer  produced  before  the 
comniiflioners  of  public  accounts,  irrefragable  documents  for  the 
correction  of  their  report,  he  could  never  prevail  on  them  to  revive, 
after  the  peace,  fo  unwelcsme  a  fubjeft  as  the  expences  of  the  Ame~ 
rican  war. 
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tended  traitors,  and  every  day  produced  new    chap. 
iacrifices    to   the   fpirit    of    revolution.      The    "J^S 
perils  to  which  this  unfortunate  clafs  were  fub-      i7s0. 
jecled,  compelled   a  body  of  eight  hundred  to 
leave  the  province,  and  join  major  Me  Arthur 
at  Cheraw  Hill,  in  South  Carolina. 

The  Americans  were  encouraged  in  thefe  Exertions 
vigorous  efforts,  by  the  certainty  of  fpeedy  aid  AmeJj_ 
from  Virginia,  and  other  provinces,   and  a  de-  cans. 
tachment  from  Wafhing ton's  army,  amounting 
together  to  more  than  fix  thoufand  men,  be- 
fides    whom   the    leoiflature  of  Virginia  had 
ordered  five  thoufand,  drafted  from  the  militia, 
to  ferve-  as  a  corps  of  obfervation.     The  people  Treachtry 
of  South  Carolina,  began  alfo  to  manifeft  trea-  'm  South 
cherous  and  turbulent  difpofitions.     The  dif-  Carolina- 
loyal,   who    had    accepted    protections,    com- 
plained of  compulfion,  and  hardly  made  a  fecret 
of  their  antipathy  to  the  Britim  government, 
while  thofe  who,  through  principle,  had  availed 
themfcives  of  Clinton's  proclamation,  were  in- 
dignant at  feeing  thefe  fcarcely  concealed  trai- 
tors enjoying  immunities,   and  accumulating 
advantages,  which  it  required  nothing  but  op- 
portunity to  turn  againlt  the  Englifli.     Several 
inconfiderate  military  promotions  enabled  thefe 
traitors  to  effect  great  injury  to  the  caufc  ;  one 
Lille,  in  particular,  carried  over  to  the  enemy  a 
whole  batallion  of  militia,  with  their  arms  and 
ammunition. 

From  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  increafe 
of  difloyalty,  the  proclamation,  of  the  third 
of  June  has  been  unjuftly  cenfured,  as  war- 
ranting hypocrify  on  one  hand,  and  fpread- 
ing  difafTeelion  on  the  other.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  conhdered,  that  when  the  procla- 
mation was  iiTued,  the  province  was  con- 
fidered  fecure  from  military  invafion,  and  fuf- 
fkiently  ftrong  to  prote6t  itfelf,  if  loyally  in- 
clined, 
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CHAP,   clined,  under  the  fanction  of  the  Britim  force. 

"^^S'  The  greater  number  of  people  in  every  country 
1780.  are  indifferent  to  forms  of  government,  nor 
were  the  mere  planters  and  traders  of  South 
Carolina  in  general,  more  attached  to  the 
American  than  the  Britiih  caufe.  Violent 
parties  of  loyalifts  and  revolutionifts  guided  the 
conduct,  rather  than  the  fentiments  of  the 
wealthy  and  quiefcent.  The  capture  of  Charlef- 
town  reduced  the  American  party  to  defpair, 
and  the  loyalifts  were  equally  with  their  op- 
ponents included  in  the  terms  of  parole  in  the 
articles  of  capitulation.  The  object  of  the 
proclamation  was  therefore  to  emancipate  the 
loyal  from  a  needlefs  restraint,  to  enable  thofe 
whom  the  purfuit  of  wealth,  and  the  love  of 
eafc,  would  attach  to  the  predominating  party, 
to  follow  the  bent  of  their  difpofitions  without 
impediment,  while  the  fturdy  and  incorrigible 
rebel,  exprefsly  exempted  by  the  letter  of  the 
proclamation  from  the  clemency  of  its  pro- 
vilbes,  was  expofed  to  the  fame  feverities  he 
had  been  inftriunental  in  inflicting  on  the 
loyalifts.  In  all  public  meafures  freedom  and 
fecurity  are  the  principal  objects,  and  that 
government  mud  be  pitifully  tyrannical,  which 
affects  by  general  regulations  to  prevent  the 
unreafonable  complaints  of  party  jealoufy,  or 
obviate  the  effects  of  hyprocritical  treachery. 
Thefe  ends  can  only  be  produced  by  the  vigi- 
lance, caution,  and  difcernment  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  executive  powers  are  intrufted  ;  they 
alone  can  reftrain  the  artifices  of  the  difloval, 
and  by  the  prudent  ufe  of  authority,  prevent 
the  intrufion  of  traitors  into  pofts  of  truft. 
With  the  view  of  conciliating  the  colony,  and 
eftablifbing  the  regal  government  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  the  proclamation  was  wife  and 

judicious; 
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judicious ;    no  complaint  was  heard,  as  in  the  Chap. 
Jerries,  that  thofe  who  fought  fhelter  under  it   ^KJ** 
were  plundered  or  treated  with  indignity,  and      1780. 
if   the   arms    of    Britain   had  been   generally 
prosperous,  and   her  power  generally   refpect- 
ed,   it  would  undoubtedly  have  produced  be- 
neficial coitfequences.       But  at    that  period, 
'  fortune  feenied  peculiarly  malignant.     A  great 
force  was  preparing  by  the  friends  of  congrefs, 
and  exaggerated  rumours  Mere  circulated  and 
generally  encouraged  of  a  hoftile  armament, 
deftined  to  co-operate  with  them.    Britain  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  menaced  by  a  hoftile  confe- 
deracy of  neutral  nations,  riot  and  infubordi- 
nation  prevailed  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  ;  Eng- 
land was  agitated  with  political  difcontents,  the 
miniftry  were  alarmed  and   infecurc,    and  the 
caufe  of  government,  even  in  the  feat  of  em- 
pire, appeared  forlorn  and  helplefs.     What  won- 
der then  that  a  colony  of  America,   divided 
amongft  friends   and  enemies  equally  violent, 
and  a  third  party  felfim  and  lukewarm  ;   ihould 
prefer  the    caufe  of  its   neighbours,    a   caufe 
which  it  had  once  avowed  as  its  own,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  interefts  of  a  country  oppofed  in 
every  quarter,  and  apparently  on  the  verge  of 
domeftic  civil  war  ? 

The  principal  force  on  the  frontiers  of  South  Canton- 
Carolina  was  at  Camden,  under  the  command  of  n?"^11116 
lord  Rawdon,  hutted  againft  the  heat  of  the  my. 
weather;  major  McArtfaur  was  advanced  to  Che- 
raw  Hill  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pedee  river,  to 
cover  the  country  between  Camden  and  George 
Town.  The  chain  tot  he  weft  ward,  was  connected 
with  Ninety-fix  by  Rocky  Mount,  a  itrong  poll; 
on  the  Wateree,  occupied  by  colonel  Turnbull. 
Colonel  Balfour,  and  afterwards  colonel  Cruger 
commanded  at  Ninety-fix.     Major  Fergufon's 
Corps,audabodyof  loyal  militiajtraverfed  part  of 
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the  province  between  the  Wateree  and  Saluda, 
andlbmetimes  approached  the  borders  of  North 
Carolina.  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  held  pof- 
leflion  of  Augufta,  the  frontier  town  of  Geor- 
gia ;  Savannah  was  garrifoned  by  Heffians  and 
Provincials  under  colonel  Aimed  Clark.  Three 
regiments,  two  battalions,  and  a  large  detach- 
ment of  royal  artillery,  and  fome  corps  of  Pro- 
vincials were  at  Charleftown  under  brigadier- 
general  Paterfon,  and  the  fatiguing  duty  of 
maintaining  the  communication  between  the 
principal  pofts  of  this  extenfive  cantonment, 
was  allotted  to  the  legion  dragoons.  The  prin- 
cipal magazine  was  formed  at  Camden,  but, 
from  the  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fupplies  were 
llowly  forwarded. 

Congress  having  refolved  to  exert  the  moft 
ftrenuous  efforts  for  the  recovery  of  South  Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia,  the  chief  command  of  their 
forces  in  that  quarter  was  given  to  general 
Gates,  who  had  gained  his  reputation  at  Sa- 
ratoga; while  colonel  Sumter,  a  refugee  after 
the  capture  of  Charleftown,  railed  a  corps  in 
North  Carolina,  which  was  augmented  by 
other  fugitives  from  South  Carolina.  The  col- 
lection of  fuch  a  force  rendered  it  neceflary  for 
major  M'Arthur  to  fall  back  from  Cheraw  Hill 
to  Camden. 

Hostilities  were  renewed  by  Sumter  ;  re- 
inforced by  the  traitor  Lifle,  he  made  an  attack 
on  Rocky  Mount,  but  was  in  three  feparate  at- 
tacks repulled  with  confiderable  lofs  by  the 
fteady  valour  of  colonel  Turnbull,  and  a  fmall 
garrifon.  He  next  alfailcd  the  pott  at  Hanging 
Rock,  occupied  by  a  hundred  and  forty  Britilli, 
and  feveral  corps  of  loyal  Provincials,  under 
the  command  of  major  Carden.  The  Provin- 
cials, who  were  firft  attacked,  gave  ground  with 

precipitation, 
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precipitation,  and  the  Britifh  troops  nobly   fuf-    chap. 
tained  the  whole  weight  of  the  affailants,  but  fu-    S^3^* 
pcriority  of  numbers  rendered  the  day  doubtful,      **•"» 
till  forty  mounted  infantry,  on  their  return  from 
Rocky"  Mount,  by  a  judicious  feint  terrified 
Sumter's  corps,  and  compelled  them  to  retreat 
in   confufion,   leaving   a  hundred   killed   and 
wounded.     Lord  Comwallis  immediately  placed 
Hanging  Rock  in  perfect  fecurity  by   a  rein- 
forcement under  major  Mecan. 

Intelligence  of  the  formidable  prepara-  loth  A 
tions  of  the  enemy,  induced  lord  Comwallis  to  Battle  of 
repair  to  Camden,  where  the  effective  force  did  Camdeiu 
not  exceed  two  thoufand,  while  that,  advancing 
againft  them  under  Gates,  together  with  the 
militia  led  by  Cafwell,  Rutherford,  Porterfield, 
and  baron  de  Kalbe,  amounted  to  fix  thoufand, 
exclufive  of  a  thoufand  under  Sumter.     Not-  I5th' 
withftanding  this  difparity,  the  Britiih  general 
marched  two  hours  before  midnight  to  attack 
the   enemy  encamped   at  Clermont  in   South 
Carolina;  his  front  divilion  being  commanded 
bv  lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  and  his  center 
by  lord  Rawdon.     He  had  received  intelligence 
that  Gates  intended  to  move  forward  the  fame 
night,  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  ,6th. 
advanced  guards  of  both  armies  met.     After  a 
temporary  confufion,  and  fome  flight  fkirmifhes, 
both,  as  if  by  compact,  betook  themfelves  to  re- 
pofe,  awaiting  the  dawn.     On  reconnoitring, 
lord  Comwallis  found  his  (ituation  extremely 
eligible  ;  afwamp  on  either  hand  preferved  him 
from  being  out-flanked,  while  the  narrowneis 
of  the  front  diminished  the  advantages  of  1'upe- 
rior  numbers. 

At  dawn,  both  armies  formed  in  two  clivi- 
fions ;  but  Gates  attempting  to  change  the 
fituation   of    two   brigades    of   militia,    lord 

Comwallis 
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chap.   Cornwnllis  commenced  a  well  judged,   rapid.. 

2!J2'  ancl  effedual  attack.  The  American  militia 
1780.  were  broken,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fled  ; 
the  other  divifion,  and  the  referve,  maintained 
neverthelefs  a  relblute  and  honourable  conflict, 
but  colonel  Weblter,  initcad  of  purfuing  the 
fugitives,  wifely  directed  the  efforts  of  his^divi- 
fion  againft  them  ;  the  cavalry  under  major 
Hanger  and  colonel  Tarleton  poured  in  with 
irrefiftible  impetuofrty,  and  determined  the  fate 
of  the  day.  Rout  and  confufion  could  not  be 
more  complete;  during  a  purfuit  of  twenty-two 
miles,  the  cavalry  found  the  ground  fire  wed 
with  arms,  and  men  whom  fatigue  prevented 
from  further  flight.  All  the  baggage,  ftores, 
and  camp  equipage,  together  with  feven  pieces 
of  cannon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 
Upwards  of  eight  hundred  were  (lain,  and 
among  a  thoufand  captured,  was  the  baron  de 
aalbe,  mortally  wounded. 

Tarleton         This  important  victory  reflected  great  ho- 

tt°iU.tS    m"  Bour  on  the  whole  Britiih  army,  in  which  lord 
Cornwallis,  and  lord  Rawdon  then  only  twenty - 

18th  Aug.  five  years  of  age,  confpicuouily  ihared.  The 
advantages  were  rendered  complete  by  the  fur- 
prife  or'  Sumter,  whom  colonel  Tarleton,  with. 
his  ufual  ability  and  expedition,  overtook  at 
Catawba  ford,  on  the  vero-e  of  a  friendlv  fet- 
"lenient.  With  no  more  than  a  hundred  dra- 
goons, and  fixty  of  the  light  infantry,  he  van- 
quimed  more  than  eight  hundred  Americans, 
killing  and  wounding  a  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
taking  three  hundred.  He  alfo  refcued  two 
hundred  and  fifty  prifoners,  and  recaptured 
feveral  waggons  laden  with  rum  and  other 
ftores,  which  Sumter  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of 
his  expedition  ;  and  all  the  provincial  ftores,  am- 
munition, baggage,  artillery,  and  a  thoufand 

ftand 
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ftand  of  arms,  rewarded  the  valour  and  diligence    chap. 
of  the  conquerors.  xxxix. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  awaiting  the  fupplies    \~7t0f 
requifite  for  his  expedition  into  North  Carolina,  Severities 
fought  to  reftrain  the  perfidy  of  the  Americans  £J™* 
by  fevere  edicts.     The  provocation  was  abun-  waliis. 
dant,   if  the  meafure  was  wife.     His  lordiliip 
fequeftered  the  eftates  of  all  who  oppofed  the  re- 
eftablitfiment  of  the  royal  government  in  South 
Carolina,   death  was  denounced  againft  thofe 
who,  after  receiving  Britiih  protections,  joined 
the  enemy  ;  fome  of  the  molt  hardened  were 
executed  ;  and  many  perfons  of  fuperior  rank, 
who,   being  allowed  the  benefit  of  parole  in 
Charleftown,  had  maintained  a  traitorous  cor- 
refpondence  with  Gates,    were  mipped  off  to 
St.  Auo-uftine  in  Eaft  Florida,  and  again  allow- 
ed  their  parole,  but   under  proper  renrictions. 
The  opinion  formed  of  thefe  meafures  depended 
too    much  on   fubleqiunt  events;    could   the 
Britiih  have  retained  their  afccndency,  the  pu- 
nimments  were  merciful  rather  than  fevere;  bat 
in  the  courfe  of  fucceeding  tranfaelions,  they 
afforded   a   pretext  of  retaliation,  which   was 
urged  to  the  full  extent  of  the  precedent. 

At  this  period,  lord  Cornwallis  prepared  a  sth  Sept. 
judicious  plan  for  overpowering  all  oppofition  Colonel 
in  North  Carolina:  he  penetrated  through  the  roufed. 
hoftile  fettlement  of  Waxhaws,  to  a  town  called 
Charlotte.     One  part  of  his  plan  was  to  detach 
major  Fergufon  with  a  corps  of  about  a  thou- 
fand  loyal  militia,  for  the  purpofe  of  approach- 
ing the  frontiers  :  the  fervice  was  important ; 
but  the  militia,  unfupported  by  regulars,  could 
not  be  fuihciently  relied  on.     Colonel  Clarke, 
an  inhabitant  of  Georgia,  had  collected  a  force, 
and  made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  Augufta. 
Fergufon  hoped  to  intercept  his  retreat,  and  for 

that 
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that  purpofe  advanced  near  the  mountains,  where 
he  was  encountered  by  a  felecl;  body  of  back- 
woodfmen,  amountingto  fifteen  hundred.  Thefe 
men  were  aim  oft  in  a  favage  ftate,  collected 
with  various  views  under  different  commanders, 
well  mounted,  unincumbered,  and  armed  with 
rifles.  They  overtook  Fergufon  at  King's  Moun- 
tain :  he  defended  himfelf  with  great  fkill  and 
valour,  but  their  mode  of  fighting  prevented  fuc- 
cefs.  They  attacked  in  different  quarters,  and 
wherever  the  major  prefented  his  front,  the 
oppofmg  party  fled  from  the  bayonet;  but 
another  corps  at  the  fame  moment  advanced 
and  affailed  his  rear.  After  maintaining  this 
unequal  combat,  during  an  hour,  he  received  a 
mortal  wound ;  his  men  were  diiheartened,  and 
his  fucceifor  reluctantly  furrendered.  The  vic- 
tors, with  characreriftic  inhumanity,  maltreated 
the  corpfe  of  the  dead  commander,  hanged 
feveral  of  the  prifoners,  and  treated  others  with 
deteftable  cruelty. 

Tins  fatal  difafter  difconcerted  the  plans  of 
lord  Cornwallis ;  although  abundantly  fupplied 
with  provisions  at  Charlotte,  he  fuftained  great 
inconvenience  from  the  inveterate  hoftilitv  of 
the  natives,  and  therefore  gladly  retreated  for 
the  protection  of  South  Carolina,  deferring  the 
profecution  of  his  enterprize  till  he  mould  re- 
ceive fome  expected  reinforcements,  from  Sir 
Henry  Clinton.  This  interval  was  employed 
by  Tarleton  in  checking  the  inroads  of  an  Ame- 
rican partizan  named  Marion,  who,  after  the 
retreat  of  the  mountaineers,  infefted  the  pro- 
vince. 

Sumter,  having  asrain  collected  a  force,  ef- 
reeled  a  junction  with  Clarke  and  Brannen,  com- 
manders of  ftraggling  parties,  and  projected  an 
attack  on  Ninety-iix.     Tarleton  wTas  recalled 
1  from 


GEORGE    III.  321 

from  his  expedition  againft  the  eaftern  parts  of  c  ha  p. 
the  province,   to   oppofe  this  force,  and  purfu-  vJSS 
ing  his  object  with  his   accuftomed    celerity,      1720. 
would  have  effected  a  furpriie,  had  not  Sumter 
been    informed    of  his    danger   by  a  deferter. 
Tarleton,  however,  learning  his  retreat,  overtook  10th  N°v- 
him  at  Blackftock's  Hill,  with  a  detachment 
of  eighty  cavalry,  and  without  waiting-  for  the 
arrival  of  the  infantry,  gallantly  atTailed  a  force 
greatly  fuperior,  wounded  the  commander,  and 
difperfed  his  troop.    The  facT,  of  Tarleton's  being 
vicioris  difputed  ;  but  all  the  benefits  of  victory 
undoubtedly  refulted  from  this  exploit. 

The  defeat  of  Fergufon  not  only  fruftrated  f^** 
the  hopes  which  lord  Cornwallis  had  entertain- 
ed, of  being  joined  by  a  considerable  body  of 
loyalifts,  but  animated  the  infurgents  in  both 
Carolinas,  The  ill-fuccefs  of  Gates  at  Camden, 
was  a  fufficient  motive  with  congrefs  for  fu- 
perfeding  him,  though  the  meafure  was  accom- 
panied with  perfonal  civilities  :  general  Greene 
was  his  fuccelTor,  but  no  new  tranfaction  of 
importance  marked  the  rclidue  of  the  cam- 
paign. d 

During  the  abfence  of  the  commander  in  Tranfac- 
chief,  and  after  his  return,  no  remarkable  mi- 
litary exploit  was  performed  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  York.  The  winter  was  ievcre  beyond  all 
precedent ;  the  rivers,  and  even  arms  of  the 
lea,  were  covered  with  ice  fufliciently  thick  to 
admit  the  palfage  of  the  heavieit  artillery.  The 
city  was  thus  deprived  of  the  defence  arifing 
from  an  infular  iituation,  and  reduced  to  great 

A  Befides  the  other  hi ftories,  I  have  confulted   Tarleton's  Hiftory 
or  the  Campaigns  of  i;3o  and  1781,  Mackenzie's  Strictures,  Rain- 
i  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  pamphlet* 
publifbed  by  lord  Cornwallis  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  have  re- 
ceived much  private  rniormation. 
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extremities  for  want  of  provisions  and  fuel- 
Knyphaufen  adopted  vigorous  and  judicious 
meafuresof  protection;  butWafhington  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  venture  an  attack.  His  army 
was  alfo  in  extreme  diftrefs ;  their  force  weaken- 
ed by  the  large  detachments  fent  to  Charles- 
town,  and  the  remaining  regiments  mutinous, 
tli rough  famine  and  defpair.  Thus  mutual  weak- 
nefs  occafioned  mutual  fafety.  No  enterprife 
was  attempted  till  the  breaking  up  of  the  frofr, 
except  an  unfuccefsful  attack  by  the  American 
lord  Sterling  againft  Stat  en's  I  (land,  and  an  ex- 
pedition to  a  poft  called  Young's  Houfe,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  White  Plains,  which  was 
gallantly  ftormed  by  colonel  Morton,  forty  of 
the  enemy  killed,  and  ninety  captured. 

Knypiiausen  having  received  information 
that  the  American  army  was  generally  muti- 
nous, and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Jerfeys  defirous 
to  re-eftahlifh  the  ancient  government,  detach- 
ed a  considerable  force  under  generals  Malhew 
and  Sterling.  They  landed  at  Elizabcth-tov/n, 
but  found  the  militia  prepared  for  refiftance,  and 
the  mutiny  in  the  army  confined  to  loud  com- 
plaints againft  want  and  hardship,  but  not 
calculated  to  produce  a  revolt  to  the  -British 
government.  The  generals  perceiving  no 
hopes  of  accomplishing*  their  intentions,  re- 
mained a  Sew  days  on  the  illand  to  avoid  the 
difgraceful  imputation  of  flight,  and  were 
joined  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  his  return  from 
Charleftown.  Although  difplcafed  at  the  pre- 
mature and  unexpected  effort  which  fruihatcd 
a  combined  movement  he  had  in  contemplation, 
he  co-operated  in  an  attack  on  Springfield, 
which  was  captured  and  burnt ;  and  then  re- 
turned to  New  York, 

Washington 
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W a  s  k  i  n  g  t  o  N  detached  gen cral  Way n e  wi th    c  H  A  P. 
two  tboufand  men  to  attack  Bergen  Point,  and    xxxix. 
carry  off  the  cattle  referred  for  fupplying  the    ^T^T' 
Britilh    army.      Seventy   men    Itationed    in   a  Attack  on 
block-houfe,  protected  by  abbatis,  repulfed  this  p^n 
difproportionate  force,  killed  more  than  their 
whole  number,  took  feveral  prisoners,  and  re- 
captured part  of  the  cattle. 

Meanwhile  a  long-expected  reinforcement  iothjuly. 
from  France  arrived  at  Rhode  Ifland  :  it  con-  Arrival  of 
lifted  of  fix  thoufand  troops,  commanded  by  the  ment  from 
comte  de  Rochambeau,  and   feven  fail  of  the  F"n«. 
line,  five  frigates,  and  live  fmaller  armed  veilels, 
under  M.  de  Ternay.     To  prevent  jealoufy,  the 
French  government,  with  liberal  policy,  railed 
Washington  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general 
in  their  armies,  and  thus  placed  llochambeau 
under  his  command. 

Clinton  having  received  indifputably  au-  ineffeftual 
thentic  information  of  the  deftination  of  this  Jf^P1  on 
iquadron,    propofed    to   admiral   Arbuthnot   a  ifland. 
plan  for  landing  a  Britilh  force  at  Rhode  Ifland, 
while  the  fleet  blocked  up  the  French  fquadron  ; 
a  meafure  which,  if  promptly  executed,  would 
have  brought  the  whole  force,  naval  and  mi- 
litary,  into  imminent  danger.     The  admiral  at 
firft  declined  it,  in  hopes  of  meeting  the  enemy 
at   fea,    and  afterwards  deferred   co-operation 
till    the   enemy   had    fortified    themfelves    at 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  the  expedition  was  not  un-  13^1  Aug. 
dertaken  till  too  late  a  period  to  fucceed.     Sir 
Henry  Clinton  proceeded  with  eight  thoufand 
men  to  Huntingdon  Bay  on  Long   Ifland,  but 
Arbuthnot  having  viewed  the  pofition  of  the 
French  fleet,  declared  itunafiailable  ;  and  Walh- 
ington,  being  now  cc : .;   lerably  reinforced,  mov- 
ed to  Peek's  Kill,    intending  to  attack  New 
York.    Clinton,  mortified  and  difappointcd,  fell 

y  back 
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chap,    back  for  the  protection  of  his  head-quarters, 
while  Wafhington  drew  off  his  forces,  and  retir- 


1780.      e(jj  to  avo;([  a  general  action. 
Naval  pro.      As  the  further  proceedings  of  the  combined 
the'wft"1  arniICS  depended  on  the  arrival  of  the  French 
indies.       fleet  from  the  Weft  Indies,  it  becomes  neceffary 
to   recapitulate  tranfactions    in    that   quarter. 
During  winter,  the   Britifh  navy  annoyed  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  maintained  a  gal- 
lant and   fuccefsfui   ftruggle   againft   fuperior 
25th  Mar.  ftrength   and  numbers.     The  mod  remarkable 
naval   action  occurred  between  captain  Corn- 
wallis,  commanding  a  ihip  of  fixty-four  guns, 
one  of  fifty,  and   one  of  forty-four,  againft  a 
French  force  confining  of  four  feventy-foufs 
and  two  frigates.     The  engagement  was  con- 
tinued during  two  whole  days  :  on  the  third, 
at  the  appearance  of  another  Britifh  fhip  of  war 
and  a  frigate,  the  French'  commander  made  his 
efcape. 
*70i  Mar.       TiiE  arrival  of  Rodney  rendered  the  Britifh 
Anivai  of   liearly  equal  to  the  French  fleet;  but  the  {kill 

Rodney.  i    ,•••,»     1  i-  i-i  i-i 

and  lpint  ot  the  valiant  admiral  gave  a  decid- 
ineffeaual  ed  fuperiority.     The  count  de  Guichen  had  ap- 
5?°,t!fllnd  'Peare<l  °ff  St.  Lucie,   but  was  deterred  from 
making  an  attack,  by  the  judicious  difpofition  of 
2d  April.    *ne  naval  and  military  force;   and  in  return, 
Rodney  braved  him  during  two  fucceffive  days 
off  Fort  Royal,  Martinique;  but  was  unable  to 
draw  him  from  his  place  of  refuge. 
15th  April.      Rodney  having  returned  to  St.  Lucie,  de 
Guichen  ventured  out  of  port  with   twenty- 
three  mips  of  the  line.  The  Britifh  admiral  pur- 
fued  with  twenty  fail,  and  in  two  days  brought 
him  to  action,  and  compelled  him  to  feek  inci- 
ter in  Guadaloupc.     Rodney  appears  to  have 
been  diflatisfied  with  fomc  of  his  officers  for 
aot  fupporting  him  fufiicicntly,  as  his  flag  fliip, 
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"the  Sandwich,   was  for  a; considerable  time  ex-     chap. 
pofed  alone  to  a  difproportioned  fire.     Another    xxxix. 
unimportant  encounter  afterwards  took  place,      I78o. 
but  the  French  availed  themfelvcs  of  their  fu-   15th  and 
periority  in  failing,  to  avoid  a  decifive  action.        *&h  M*y- 

Failing  in  thefe  efforts  to  bring  on  a  gene-  Arrival  cf 
ral  engagement,  Rodriev  occupied  a  windward  aSpanifa 
ftation,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  intercepting  a  Spanifh 
fqnadron  from  Cadiz  ;    but   the   admiral,  Don 
Solano,    prudently  kept   to  northward   of  the 
ufual  track,  and,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  Mar- 
tinique,  put  in   at  Guadaloupe,  where  he   was 
joined  by  de   Guichen.      This  reinforcement 
coniifted    of  twelve   fail  of   the   line,    befides 
frigates,  and  eighty-three  tranfports,  conveying 
twelve  thoufand  troops,   with  a  proportionate 
train  of  artillery.     But  this  great  fuperiority  of  i>;%ree- 
force  was  unavailing :  peftilence  raged  anions  T"',8,-^ 
the  tranfports,  and  difcord  arofe  between  the  admirals. 
admirals.  Solano  repaired  to  the  Ilavannah,  and   5th  July. 
de  Guichen,  retiring  to  St.  Domingo,  convoyed  Dt  Gu[- 
the  homeward-bound  trade  to  Europe.     Rod-  nJre"s  to* 
ney,  deceived  by  this  unexpected  proceeding,  Enroth. 
failed,  with  eleven /hips  of  the  line  and  fourfri-  R«<W 
gates,  to  tlicccaft  of  America,  where  he  expect-  America, 
ed  again  to  encounter  his  old  opponent. 

TiiK  allied  American  and  French  army  were  Effeacf 
not  lets  furprifed  by  this  movement  than  the  ,hdl  mca- 
Britrfli  admiral.     In  confident  expectation  of  America. 
effectual  aid    from   de  Guichen,  great  prepa- 
rations had  been  made  for  expelling  theEnglilh 
from  New  York;  but  anew  fyftcm  of  opera- 
tion now  becoming  neceffary,  an  interview  was 
effected  between  Walhington  and  the  French 
commanders,  at  Hartford  in  Connecticut,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  mid-way  between  the  two  camps. 

In    this  interval  occurred   one  of  the  mop,  Defection 
extraordinaiy  incidents  of  the  war.      General  ©fAnwty, 

y  3  Arnold 
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chap.  Arnold  was,  from  his  talents  and  approved  va- 
2Si5"   l°ur>  considered  a  chief  fupporter  of  the  Ame- 
1780.     rican  caufe  :  he  embraced   it  with  enthuhafm, 
and  from  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  had 
hv  his  activitv  and   o-cnius,   rendered   erTcntial 
fervices,  at  leaft  equal  to  any  perion  engaged  in 
the  American  revolt.     lie  was  defcended  from 
one  of  the  belt  families  in  New  England  ;  his 
anceitor,  Benedict  Arnold,  being*  the  firft  gover- 
nor of  Rhode  Ifland.     The  fuperiority  of  his 
addrefs  and  attainments  rendered  him  an  object 
of  fufpicionand  diilike  to  the  lefs  refined  mem- 
bers of  congreis.     After  the  evacuation  of  Ca- 
nada in  1776',  his  merits  were  treated  with  dis- 
regard ;  he  was  overlooked  in  a  lift  of  promo- 
tions, and  fnbjected  to  the  command  of  thofe 
who  had  been  his  inferiors.     His  accounts  were 
at  the  fame  time  left  in  an  unfettled  itate,  and 
reports  propagated  injurious  to  his  character  for 
integrity.     In  vain  he  foli cited  redrefs,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  revile  his  ac- 
counts ;  in  vain  Washington  intcrefted  himfelf 
in  his  behalf,  and  proved  the  juftice  of  his  re- 
queues, difplaying  with  proper  warmth  his  me- 
rits,   "  as  a  judicious,  brave  ofheer,  of  great 
activity,  enterprise,  and  perfeverance;"  e    con- 
grefs  feemed  refolved  on  the  difgrace  of  Arnold, 
and    therefore    did    not    take    any    meafures 
for   the  adjustment  of  his    demands.      After 
rendering  feveral  intermediate  fervices,  parti- 
cularly by  the  fagaeicus  advice  which  enabled 
Washington  to  effect,  the  furprife  at  Trenton, 
Arnold  was  employed  under  Gates  againSt  Eur- 
goyne,;    but  notwithstanding  his   Subordinate 

*  See  Wa/hington's  lefte»to  congrefs,  dated  iath  May,  1777,  in 
WafhingtorTs  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  72,  The  document  is  of  cor.fiderable 
importance  in  eftimatjng  the  character  of  Arnold,  and  the  conduil 
cf  congrefs  towards  him. 
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ftation,  his  activity  and  judgment  dire&ed  the  chap. 
moft  important  proceedings ;  he  was  considered  ^*2" 
in  the  Britiih  camp  as  the  efficient  commander  ,7** 
of  the  oppoiing  army,  and  his  promptitude  in 
changing  the  difpoiition  of  a  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican forces,  unauthorized  by  Gates,  was  a  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  the  capture  of  the  Britim  army. 
His  conduct  in  this  lituation  was  not  exempt 
from  cavil ;  hut  the  brilliancy  of  his  achieve- 
ments filenccd  for  a  time  the  clamours  of  ma- 
levolence. On  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
he  was  placed  in  an  official  lituation  for  the 
protection  of  property,  andfecuring  that  which 
was  confiscated.  Here  his  ftyle  of  living  was 
imputed  to  him  as  a  crime;  he  received  the 
French  plenipotentiary,  lodged,  and  entertain- 
ed him  in  a  manner  which  dilgufrcd  the  parsi- 
monious Americans  ;  the  circumitances  of  his 
fortune  were  minutely  investigated,  and  report- 
ed to  be  unequal  to  the  fpleudour  of  his  efta- 
bliihment ;  reports  were  Ipread  that  he  had 
irretrievably  deranged  his  affairs  by  defperate 
and  unfuccefsful  exertions  in  trade  and  priva- 
teering; and  lie  was  accufed  of  peculation. 
At  the  fame  time  the  freedom  with  which  he  Hy '779* 
had  exprefled  himfelf  againft  the  alliance  with 
France,  was  implacably  remembered.  When  his 
character  was  rendered  lufpicious.  and  odious 
by  fuch  means,  and  his  military  exploits  no 
longer  the  objects  of  immediate  consideration, 
congrtefs  referred  his  accounts  to  a  board  of  com- 
missioners, who  rejected  above  half  his  demands; 
Arnold  appealed  againft  their  decision  to  a  com- 
mittee of  congrefs  :  but  their  report  was  (till 
more  difadvantageous.  It  is  alio  aflerted  that 
he  was  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  embezzling 
national  property,  and  reprimanded  in  public  by 

v  4  Waihingtpn. 
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chap.  Wafhington,   in    puifuance  of  the   fentence. r 
xxxix.    This   account,   however,    appears   highly    im- 
'"TTsoT"'    probable,    confidering    that  Wafhington  con- 
tinued  to   repoie    in   him    the   moft   implicit 
confidence,  leaving  in  his  charge  the  import- 
ant poft  of  Weft  Point,  in  the  high-lands  on 
the  North  river,  effential  to  the  communication 
between  the  northern  and  middle  colonies,  and 
denominated,  from    its    unaflailable   ftrength, 
the  Gibraltar  of  North  America. 
Fate  of  Arnold  folicited  the  command  of  this  poll: 

rnajor^        only  with  the  view  of  rendering  an  important 
fervice  to  the  Ensrlifh.     lie  had  been  in  cor- 
refpondence  with  Sir  Henry   Clinton  eighteen 
months,  and  in  that  period  had  fupplied  much 
\Taluable    information.      He   commenced    the 
communication  by  declaring  his  refolution  to 
renounce  the  American  caufe,  in  confequence 
of    the  French  alliance,   requiring  only  per- 
ibnal  fafety,  *and  indemnity  for  the  property  he 
muft  facrilice.      Clinton  readily  embraced- his 
propofal,  hoping  that  by  ibme  fignal  and  ade- 
quate benefit  he  would  make  atonement  for  the 
injuries  he  had  done  his   country:     The  mo- 
ment now  feemed  to  have  arrived,  as  the  furren- 
der   of  Weft  Point,    and  its  dependent  polls, 
would  have  been  a  fatal  blow  to-the  American 
caufe.     A  negotiation  was  accordingly  com- 
menced,  and  when  the  project  was  ripe  for 
xift  Sep.     execution,  major  Andre,  adjutant-general  of  the 
Britiih  army,  an  officer  in  whole  prudence  and 
addrefs  Sir  Henry  Clinton  repofed  the  greateit 
confidence,   and  who   had    chiefly    conducled 
the  correfpondence  between  him  and  Arnold, 
was  commiftioned  to  adjuft  the  final  arrange- 
ment. s     He  was  conveyed  from  the  Vulture 

f  See  Remembrancer,  vol.  xi.  ioo. 

t  Major  Andie  volunteered  his  fervices,  and  was  permitted  to 
go  on-the  enterprize  much  againii  the  inclhvation  of  Sir  Herwy 
Clinton. 

floop 
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Hoop  by  night,  in  a  boat  difpatched  by  Arnold,  chap. 
landed  on  neutral  ground,  and  held  a  conference  XXXIX; 
with  him  till  the  approach  of  day.  The  Ame- 
rican general,  fearful  of  difcovery,  advifed 
Andre  not  to  return  on  board  the  Vulture,  but 
conveyed  him  to  a  place  of  concealment  within 
the  American  lines,  where  he  remained  till 
night.  During  the  day,  the  Hoop  had  mif'ted 
her  pofition,  and  the  boatmen  refilling  to  con- 
vey Andre  on  board,  he  was  compelled  to  at- 
tempt reaching  New  York  by  land;  and,  by 
the  direction  of  Arnold,  changed  his  regimen- 
tals for  a  plain  iuit,  and  received  a  pafsport 
under  the  name  of  John  Anderfon.  In  all 
thcie  particulars  he  a£ted  in  contradiction  to 
the  exprefs  injunctions  of  his  general,  who 
charged  him  not,  on  any  account,  to  change 
his  name  or  drels,  or  pofiefs  himfelf  of  writings 
by  which  the  nature  or'  his  embaffy  might  be 
traced;  all  which  major  Andre*  had  the  can- 
dour to  avow  after  he  had  been  arretted,  in  a 
letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  full  of  gratitude 
and  refpecl:h  but  Arnold's  life  had  already  been 
endangered  by  the  failure  of  a  plan  for  meeting, 
and  a  repugnance  to  expofehim  again  to  limilar 
hazard,  probably  fwayed  major  Andre. 

Protected  by  the  paffport,  he  had  already  ^dSept, 
palled  the  lines,  and  conceived  himfelf  free  from 
danger,  when  a  patrol  e  of  three  men  fprangfrom 
a  wood,  and  feized  his  horfe.  In  a  moment  of 
furprile  the  unfortunate  Andre  inquired  of  the 
foldiers  "  whence  they  came  ?"  and  to  their 
anfwer,  "  from  below,"  replied,  "  and  fo  am  I," 
avowing  himfelf  to  be  a  Britifh  officer.  He 
difcoveied  his  error  too  late;  the  captors 
fearched  him,  and,  finding  feveral  papers  con- 

h  See  this  well  written  and  moft  affectionate  letter,  in  the  Annual 
Regilte;-  for  the  feme  year. 
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chap,   cealed  in  various  parts  of  his  drefsj  carried  him 

xxxix.   before  their  commander :  refitting  the  offers  of 
*73~-      his  watch  and  money,  and  promifes  of  future 
advantages,  if  they  would  accompany  him  to 
New  York. 

During  his  examination  before  the  American 
colonel  of  militia,  Andre  continued  his  aflunied 
name  of  John  Anderfon,  and  had  fuihcient 
-•'hlrefs  to  obtain  the  tranfmiiiicn  of  a  letter 
to  Arnold,  who  efcaped  to  the  Britifh  head- 
quarters. The  captive  had  now  no  further  oc- 
cafion  for  di-fguife ;  he  wrote  to  Wa/hington  a 
f till  and  frank  ftatement  of  the  circurrfftances 
which  occasioned  his  being  within  the  Ameri- 
i  lines,  diieulpating  himfelf  from  the  impu- 
tation of  being  a  fpy,  and  demanding'.  "  what- 
ever might  be  his  fate,  a  decent  treatment." 

agt&Sept.  Washington  referred  the  cafe  to  aboard 
of  fourteen  general  officers,  all  Americans,  ex- 
cept la  Fayette  and  the  baron  de  Steuben,  before 
whom  major  Andre  was  compelled  to  appear. 
The  facts  alleged  againft  him  were  chiefly  drawn 
from  his  own  letters,  and  fapported  by  his  own 
anfwers  to  interrogatories,  unfairly  adnririiitered, 
while  he  was,  by  htuation,  precluded  from  the 
advantage  of  adducing  explanatory  teftimony : 
the  board  reported,  that,  agreeably  to  the  law 
and  ufage  of  nations,  he  ought  to  fuffer  death 
as  a  fpy. 

*&&,  From     the    moment    of  his    capture    no 

exertions  were  fpared  to  avert  his  fate.  Colo- 
nel Itobinfon,  commander  of  the  loyal  Ame- 
ricans, and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who.  was 
fmcerely  attached  to  Andre,  wrote  to  Walh- 
ington,  affirming  that  he  had  been  fent  to 
confer,  under  a  flag  of  truce.  Arnold  cer- 
ied  the  fame  faet,  and  further  infilled,  that 
every  iubiVquent  proceeding  had  been  func- 
tioned 
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tionedby  his  authority,  which  he  had  a  right  chap. 
to  exercife  according  to  his  diicretion.     Thefe   JJS5* 
letters  were  prod  need  before  the  board  of  officers;      17*0. 
but  a  previous  cueftion  was  artfully  put  to  the 
captive,  who  in  aniwer  is  faid  to  have  denied 
coming  on  more  with  a  flag  of  truce.1 

After  promulgation  of  the  fentence,  Sir  30th SeTt. 
Henry  Clinton  deputed  lieutenant-general  Ro- 
bertfon,  with  Andrew  Elliot,  efquire,  and  the 
honourable  William  Smith,  governor  and  chief 
juflice  of  New  York,  to  fiate  fuch  facts  as 
could  not  be  difclofed  to  the  board.  Warning- 
ton  would  not  receive  them,  but  appointed 
general  Greene,  prefident  of  the  court  which 
condemned  Andre,  to  meet  general  Robertfon, 
the  perfons  who  accompanied  him  not  being 
permitted  to  land.  In  this  conference,  general 
Robertfon  pleaded  the  caufe  of  humanity, 
urged  the  friendship  of  the  commander  in 
chief  towards  the  object  of  intercefiion,  the 
hazard  many  Americans  would  incur  in  cafe 
of  retaliation,  and  the  previous  moderation 
of  Clinton,  who  on  fevcral  occafions  had  fhewn 
the  moft  humane  attention  to  general  Wash- 
ington's intercefiion  in  favour  of  avowed  fpies, 
and  had  ftill  in  his  power  many  delinquents. 
Robertfon  offered  to  prove,  by  unexception- 
able teftimony,  that  Andre  went  on  more 
in  a  boat,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  with 
the  knowledge,  and  under  the  protection  of 
Arnold,  who  was  commander  of  the  diitriefc;* 
and  he  ftrongly  urged  the  injuftice  of  confider- 

*  The  faft  of  Andre  hnving  given  fuch  an  anfwer  is  only  proved  by 
the  report  publifhed  by  congrefs  ;  but  it  may  reafonably  be  doubted, 
confidering  their  report  to  be  the  only  one  extant,  and  that  the  prifo- 
ntr  had   neither  advocate,  wknels,  or  friend  on  the  lpot. 

k  This  uncontradicted  afiertion  of  the  fame  faft,  after  the  decifiorv 
of  the  board  of  officers,  renders  Andrews  pretended  confeflion  addi- 
tionally doubtful. 

11  o 
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C.HAP.  ing  major  Andre  as  a  fpy,  merely  on  the  foun- 
w^j  dation  of  an  improper  pbrafc  in  a  letter  to 
jjso,  Washington.  None  of  thefe  arguments  or 
propofals  had  the  defired  effeft;  and  an  offer 
to  exchange  for  the  intended  victim,  any 
prxfoner  wham  the  Americans  mould  felecl,  was 
equally  difregarded.  Finding  his  arguments 
and  offers  encountered  by  an  infurmountable 
obftinacv,  which  might  be  attributed  to  the 
rancour  of  the  conteit,  Robertfon  propofed  a 
reference  to  diftinterefted  foreigners,  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  war  and  of  nations,  and  in- 
dicated generals  Knvphaufen  and  Rocham- 
beaa ;  but  this  candid  proportion  Mas  not 
complied  with.  A  letter  written  by  Arnold, 
repeating  his  explanations  of  Andre's  fituation, 
and  threatening  retaliation  if  the  fentence 
againft  him  was  executed,  produced,  as  might 
be  expected,  no  good  effect;  every  feiitiment  of 
humanity  and  policy  was  abibrbed  in  tbe  bale 
cleiire  of  revenge  :  Wafhington  juftiiied  the 
clecifion  of  the  board;  and,  to  their  indelible 
difgrace,  no  French  officer  interfered,  m  a 
caufe  fo  interefting  to  a  polite  and  humane 
people ;  on  the  contrary,  la  Fayette  urged  the 
fate  of  the  unfortunate  captive  with  peculiar 
malignity. 

The  companion  which  was  baniihed  from 
the  breads  of  the  Superior,  officers,  was  amply 
difplayed  by  the  fubalterns  and  privates  of  the 
American,  and  by  all  ranks  of  the  British  army. 
They  could  not  contemplate  without  feniible 
emotion,  a  youth  in  the  prime  of  life,  brave, 
amiable,  and  highly  accomplished,  doomed  to 
an  ignominious  death,  for  an  act  which  could 
not  be  imputed  to  a  dishonourable  motive,  and 
which  if  it  might,  by  forced  conftru<ction,  fub- 
jec~t  him  to  fentence  as  a  fpy,  left  neverthelefs 

a  wide 
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a  wide  and  honourable  diftincYion  between  Ills  chap. 
conduct,  and  that  ufually  purfued  by  perfons  in  ^ 
the  like  fituation.  The  whole  behaviour  of  this  >7*°» 
amiable  officer  was  diftinguifhed  by  magnani- 
mity, and  jealous  regard  for  his  reputation. 
During  his  examination,  for  it  could  not  be 
called"  a  trial,  he  ftudioufly  avoided  every  dif- 
clofure  which  might  affect  the  interefts  or 
characters  of  thole  with  whom  he  had  been  en- 
gaged. He  received  the  fentence  without 
alarm  or  dejection,  acknowledged  the  politenets 
with  which  he  was  treated  during  his  capti- 
vity, and  only  folicited  the  fad  privilege  of 
dying  by  the  mufket  like  a  foldier,  and  not  by 
the  cord  like  a  common  felon.  Uninformed  a(j  05t. 
whether  his  requeft  would  be  granted,  he  walked 
with  firmnefs,  compofure,  and  dignity,  towards 
the  place  of  execution,  arm-in-arm  with  the 
officers  of  his  guard.  At  light  of  the  prepara- 
tions which  announced  the  difgrace  referved 
for  his  final  moments ;  lie  exclaimed  with 
emotion,  "  muft  I  then  die  in  this  manner :"' 
— but  foon  recovering  his  compofure,  he  added, 
"  it  will  be  but  a  momentary  pang."  With 
an  unruffled  countenance,  he  afcended  the  cart, 
defiring  that  the  fpectators  would  atteit  his 
courage  at  the  great  moment  of  the  tcrmina- 
tion  or  his  exiftence.1  In  the  opinion  of  all 
liberal  and  generous  minded  men,  the  man- 
ner of  the  execution  was  infinitely  more 
difgraceful  to  Wamiim'ton  and  hi  Fayette, 
than  to  the  unhappy  fufferer.  His  general, 
Sir  ilenrv  Clinton,  never  ceafed  to  lament 
the  unworthy  fate  of  this  amiable  and  accom-* 
pliihed  young  man,  who  was  adorned  with  the 

1  See  the  papers,    letters,  tec  or.    this  fubjeft   in    the    Refnrm? 
brancer,  vol.  xi.  p.  1.  uiid  tei. 
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chap,  rayeft  endowments  of  nature  and  of  education, 
xxxix.   2,nd  (had  he  lived)  could  not  but  have  attained 
I7So.     to  the  higheft  honours  of  his  profeiTion. 

Arnold  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general  in  the  Britiili  fervice.  In 
vindication  of  his  conduct,  he  iflued 
addrefs  to  the '  inhabitants  of  America, 
which  he  unfolded  the  factious  and  falfe  pre- 
tences by  which  congrefs  bad  effected  the 
reparation  of  the  colonies  from  the  mother- 
country,  and  eftablimed  an  arbitrary  tyranny 
over  the  lives  and  properties  of  their  fellow 
fubjects  ;  while  with  abject  meannefs  they 
crouched  before  the  emiffaries  of  France,  their 
natural  enemy,  who  had  neither  will  nor  power 
to  protect  them.  He  confidered  the  war,  on 
the  part  of  America,  defenfive  till  France 
joined  in  the  combination;  but  denied  that, 
when  the  fecond  propofals  were  made  by  Bri- 
tiili commifiioners,  America  was  entangled  in 
the  alliance  with  that  country.  The  overtures 
were  avowed  by  the  whole  continent  to  ex- 
ceed the  willies  and  expectations  of  the  people, 
and  if  fufpicion  of  the  national  fmcerity  ex- 
ifted,  it  could  be  founded  only  on  the  extreme 
liberality  of  the  offers.  He  lament'ed  the  im- 
policy, tyranny,  and  contemptuous  injuftice, 
with  which  congrefs  had  ftudioufly  neglected 
taking  the  collective  fentiments  of  the  people 
on  the  Britiili  proportions,  as  a  dangerous  facri- 
fice  of  the  great  interests  of  America,  to  the 
partial  views  of  a  proud,  ancient,  and  crafty 
foe.  The  pretended  treaty  of  Verfailles 
amounted  only  to  an  overture,  the  people  of 
America  had  given  no  authority  to  conclude 
it,  nor  had  they  ever  fanctioned  its  ratifica- 
tion ;  even  the  articles  of  confederation  were 
not  yet  figncd.  Preferring,  therefore,  the  fm- 
cere 
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cere  overtures  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  infitUous  chap, 
offers  of  France,  be  had  determined  to  retain  y^^ 
his  arms  and  command  only  till  an  opportunity 
lhould  occur  of  iurrendering  them,  and  ac- 
compliihing  an  event  of  deciiive  importance, 
which  in  its  execution  would  prevent  the  crfu- 
fion  of  blood.  The  great  political  truths  con- 
tained in  tiiis  addrefs  were  not  capable  of 
refutation  ;  but  the  general's  account  of  his 
own  conduct  and  motives  was  examined  with 
great  ieverity." 

In  a  fubfequcnt  proclamation,  addreijed 
"  to  the  officers  and  foldieis  of  the  continen- 
tal army,  who  have  the  n  ai  intereit  of  their 
country  at  heart,  and  who  are  determined  no 
ger  to  be  the  tools  and  dupes  of  coitgrefs, 
or  of  France,"'  Arnold  made  Ftrdng  appeals  to 
the  interefts,  luceriitics,  and  prejudices  of .  his 
countrymen.  I le  offered  tliojfi  who  would  join 
the  Britilli  fiandard,  rank,  i,ounty,  and  liberal 
allowance  for  their  horfes,  arms,  and  accoutre- 
ments. He  imputed  their  diitref-;,  want,  of 
pay,  hunger  and  nakedjjtfls,  to  the  negligent 
contempt  and  corruption  of  *prigrefs.  America, 
he  obferved,  was  now  only  a  land  of  widows, 
orphans,  and  beggars,  arid  ihould  the  parent 
nation  ceafe  her  ex#ti'.ns,  no  fee  urity  would 
remain  for  enjoying  the  Cfmfolations  of  that 
religion  for  wdiieh  the  ancestors  of  the  people 
had  braved  the  ocean,,  the  heathen,  and  the 
wiiderneis.  He  Jiimfelf  bad  lately  feen  the 
mean  and  profligate  congrefs  at  mafs  for  the 
foul  of  a  Roman  catholic  in  purgatory,  and 
participating  in  the  rites  of  a  church,  againfl 
whole  anti-chriiiian  corruptions,  the  pious  au- 
ceftors  of  the  Americans  would  have  witneiied 

*»  See  Remembrancer,  vol.  x.  p.  344.  vol.  xi  p.  100. 
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with  their  blood. n  Contrary  to  all  expectation, 
this  proclamation  produced  no  eflfecl;  :  the 
neceflities  of  the  American  army  were  not  re- 
lieved, but  Shame  and  indignation  produced  a 
decifive  conduct;  the  ambition  of  fu (raining  a 
refpeftable  character  in  company  with  their 
new  aiTociates  the  French,  contributed  to  give 
energy  to  the  dictates  of  patriotifm,  and  from 
this  period,  the  defertions  fo  frequently  com- 
plained of  occurred  no  more.  ° 

No  military  tranfaclion  of  note  diftinguifhcd 
the  remainder  of  the  campaign  ;  but  the  ex- 
change of  the  Britifh  army,  captured  at  Sara- 
toga was  at  length  accomplished.  The  perfi- 
dious policy  of  congrefs  towards  thefe  brave 
men,  had  long  been  undefended  even  by  their 
warmefi  partisans,  and  the  American  prifoners 
taken  at  Charleftown,  had  friends  fufficiently 
numerous  and  clamorous  to  compel  their  rulers 
to  an  act  of  juftice,  fo  Shamefully  evaded  and 
delayed. 

In  the  European  feas,  feveral  gallant  and 
fpirited  aclions  redounded  to  the  glory  of  the 
Britifh  flag.  Befides  thefe,  admiral  Geary, 
who  Succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Channel 
fleet  on  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  made 
prize  of  twelve  French  merchantmen,  part  of 
a  convoy  from  Port-au-Prince.  This  advan- 
tage was  amply  overbalanced  by  the  capture 
fm ore  than  forty  Eaft  and  Weft  India  Ships, 
which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  combined 
French  and  Spanifh  Squadrons,  and  were  car- 
ried into  Cadiz.     The  value  of  the  acquifition 


n  See  the  proclamation,  Remembrancer,  vol.  xi.  p.  :o.  It  can 
now  be  confidcred  only  on  the  level  of  an  ordinary  recruiting  har.d- 
biJl  5  although  it  once  derived,  from  the  character  and  circumfiances 
of  the  author,  a  momentary  celebrity. 

g  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  io\. 
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was  very  large,  and  peculiarly  injurious  to  the    chap. 
Britiih  interefts,  as  it  comprized  military  ftores    xxx,x- 
effential  to   the   defence   of  the  fettlements.      X78o. 
The   number   of   priibners  was  two  thoufand 
eiffht  hundred  and  fixtv-nve  ;    and   the  event 
occafioned  the  moft  lively  exultation  in  the 
enemy,    and   proportionate    clifiatis  faction    in 
England:  the  mode  of  employing  the  Channel 
fleet  was  feverely  arraigned,   and  Geary  foon 
refigned  the  command ;    which  being  refufed 
by  Earrington,  was  conferred  on  Darby. 

The  Americans  too  were  not  without  their  Quebec 
fliare  of  naval  fuccefs  :  fome  of  their  ^privateers  fleet  taken 
intercepted  the  outward-bound  Quebec  fleet,  Ameri. 
off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  and  though  cans, 
feveral  veffels  were  afterwards  recaptured,  fc- 
cured  fourteen  valuable  mips. 
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31ft  oa-. 

Meeting  of 
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ment. 


(f\N  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament,  the 
election  of  a  fpeaker  occafioned  a  fhenuous 
debate.  The  decided  hoftility  of  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  during  the  laft  feffion,  precluded  him 
from  the  hope  of  nomination  hy  the  miniftry. 
Lord  George  Germaine,  lamenting  that  the  de- 
Eieaion  of  dining  health  of  the  late  fpeaker  rendered  him 
110  longer  capable  of  fo  laborious  an  office, 
propoTcd  William  Wolfran  Cornwall  to  fill  the 
chair. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  in  anfwer  to  thefe 
infincerc  condolences,  declared,  that  his  health 
was  perfectly  re-eitablifhed,  and  complained  of 
the  unkind  treatment  which  he  experienced 
from  admin iitration,  after  having,  at  their  re- 
3  qucft. 
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queft,  retained  fo  laborious  a  fituation  during   chap. 
two  whole  feffions,  contrary  to  the  advice  of    KJ^mJ 
his  phyficians,  and  at  the  peril  of  his  life.     The      ,7s0, 
members  of  oppofition  infilled,  that  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  was  facririced  to  minifterial  refentment, 
chiefly  on  account  of  his  memorable  addrefs  to 
the  king,  and  divided  the  houfe  on  his  re-elec- 
tion, which  was  negatived.4     He  was,- however,  20th  Nor. 
gratified  by  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  conduct, 
which  was  conveyed  to  him,  in  flattering  terms,  ift  Feb. 
by  his  fucceffor.  I7*u 

The  king,  in  his  fpeech,  expreffed  unufual  1  ft  Nov. 
fatisfaefion  in  meeting  parliament  at  a  period,  ^^-^ 
-when  the  late  elections  would  fupply  certain  in-  fpeecb. 
formation  of  the  wiihes  and  difpoiition  of  the 
people,  to  which  he  was  always  inclined  to  pay 
the  utmoft  attention  and  regard.  He  com- 
plained of  the  unprovoked  aggremon  of  the 
Bourbon  family;  but  hoped  the  late  fuccefies 
in  Georgia  and  Carolina  would  be  attended 
with  important  confequences,  in  bringing  the 
war  to  a  happy  concluiion.  Safe  and  honour- 
able terms  of  peace  could  only  be  fecured  by 
fuch  powerful  and  rei'peclable  preparations,  as 
would  lhew  in  Great  Britain  a  firm  refolution 
not  to  receive  the  law  from  any  powers  what- 
ever, and  to  decline  no  difficulty  or  hazard  in 
defending  the  country,  and  preferving  its  eflen- 
tial  interefts.  His  majefty  declared  his  intire 
confidence  in  the  zeal  and  affections  of  parlia- 
ment; confcious  that,  during  his  whole  reign, 
the  conftant  obje6t  of  his  care,  and  wiih  of  his 
heart,  had  been  to  promote  the  true  interefts 
and  happincfs  of  all  his  fubjccts,  and  to  pre- 
fervcinviolatc  the  conftitution,  both  in  church 
and  ftate. 

*   tft3  to  134.. 
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chap.        In  the  upper  houfe,  an  amendment  was  moved 
XL-       on  the  addrefs,   but  the  debate  was  not  diftin- 
i7so.      guifhed  by  novelty  or  vigour.b     The  amend- 
ift  Nov.      ment  in  the  commons  was  more  ably  fupported ; 
Debates      though  the  difcuiYion  was  not  fo  interefting  as 
addrefs.      on  many  liiiiilar  occafions.     The  friends  of  ad- 
6th  Nov.     miniftration  inferred  topics  or  confolation  from 
the  heterogeneous  combination  of  France  and 
Spain   with  .America;  the  irnpofiibility  of  cor- 
diality in  fuch  an  union,  or  of  happy  remits  to 
a  caufe,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  liberty  and  the 
Protcftant   religion,   when    protected   only   by 
higotted   Catholics,   and   powers-   from    whole 
vocabulary  the  word  freedom  was  expunged. 
It  was  reprcfented  as  a  great  advantage,  that 
England  was  without   allies;  fmce  no  league 
againft    a  power    compact  within    itfelf,    and 
combining  its  energies  by  unanimity  of  coun- 
cil, had  ever  yet  been  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
The    conteft   with    America   was    reprefented 
as  more  profperous  than  at  any  previous  period 
fmce  the  convention  at  Saratoga. 

G  ex  eh  a  l  Smith  denied  the  affertion  :  the 
circumftances  of  the  country,  he  laid,  were  in- 
finitely worfe;  and,  fmce  the  affair  of  Trenton, 
*.'vcry  military  man  had  clearly  difcerned,  that 
all  attempts  to  i'ubdue  America  were  fruitlefs 
prodigalities  of  blood  and  treafure.  Fox  ad- 
mired the  gallantry  and  good  con  duel;  of  lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  officers  at  Camden ;  but 
would  not  thank,  even  his  own  brother,  who 
was  at  that  period  ferving  in  America,  for  lau- 
rels gathered  in  a  war  which  he  hated  and  de- 
tefted,  regarding  it  as  the  fountain-head  of  all 
the  mifchief  and  calamities  which  oppreiied 
this  miterable  nation.     He  ridiculed  the  hopes 

b  The  divifion  was  62  to  23, 

expreffed 
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expreffed  in  the  fpeech,  founded  on  the  late  vic- 
tories. Expectation  had  been  equally  ardent 
when  the  Americans  were  defeated  at  Long 
Ifland  ;  the  battle  of  Brandywine  was  expected 
to  occafion  the  immediate  reduction  of  all  the 
provinces,  and  extermination  of  American  re- 
bellion ;  and  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga  had 
produced  hopes  no  lets  extravagant.  Events 
had  conftantly  belied  thefe  fanguine  predic- 
tions; and  yet,  in  ipitc  of  experience,  parlia- 
ment were  taught  to  anticipate  glorious  conle- 
quences,  if  the  late  fuccelles  in  Carolina  were 
purfued  with  vigour.  To  him  the  capture  of 
Charleftown  conveyed  only  the  alarming  cer- 
tainty that  minifters  were  deceived  in  believing 
trie  majority  of  the  Americans  friendly  to  the 
Britith  Government.  The  people  of  Carolina, 
notwithftanding  their  oaths,  had  flocked,  even 
with  their  arms,  to  the  ftandard  of  Gates. 
Every  gleam  of  fuccefs  had  hitherto  been  the 
forerunner  of  misfortune  :  the  lofs  of  the  whole 
army  fuccecded  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga  ; 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  followed  an- 
other fuccefs ;  and  no  fooncr  was  the  furrender 
ot'  Charleftown  announced,  than  a  new  difafter 
was  expe&ed,  and  in  part  experienced,  in  the 
lofs  of  Rhode  I  Hand,  the  only  good  winter- 
harbour  in  all  America.  He  had  no  objection 
to  that  part  of  the  addrefs  which  congratulated 
his  majeftv  on  a  late  addition  to  his  family. 
Long  might  his  domeftie  enjoyments  increafe; 
they  were  the  only  enjoyments  he  poffened. 
Unfortunate  in  every  other  reipect ;  unfortu- 
nate abroad,  and  unfortunate  in  the  conduct  of 
civil  affairs  at  home,  he  was  happy,  and  enti- 
tled to  congratulation  in  private  life.  .Mr.  Tux 
would  not  acknowledge  the  bleffings  enjoyed 
under  his  majefty's  govei  nment.    "  Ilow  long," 

2  3  he 
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chap.    nG  exclaimed,   "  fliall  the  facred  ihield  of  ma- 
xl.      jefty  be  ititerpofed  for  the  protection  of  a  weak 
V"j78oT"'  adminiftration  ?    The  word  is  made  fubfervient 
to  every  legerdemain  trick,  and  every  illufion 
dictated  by  convenience.     If  by  the  bleilings 
of  his  majefty's  reign  are  underitood  the  perfo- 
nal  virtues  of  the  foveieign,  I  am  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge them  with  reipeel,  and  with  reve- 
rence ;  but,  if  the  phrafe  implies  the  acls  and 
projects  of  his  miniiters,  I  deteft  and  reprobate 
them  :  the  whole  reign  has  been  one  continued 
ieries  of  difgrace,  misfortune,  and  calamity." 
He  then  deicanted  with  great  feverity  on  the 
manner  of  difiblving  the  late  parliament ;  and 
compared  the  famous  vote  refpecling  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  to  the  death-bed  confef- 
ilons,  and  mock-penitence  of  other  abandoned 
profligates,  who,  in  their  laft  moments,  admo- 
nifhed  others  to  avoid  thole  courfes  which  oc- 
cafioned  a  premature  and  untimely  end. 

Tin:  amendment  was  negatived. c  No  other 
hufmefs  of  importance  was  difcufied  till  the 
6th  Dec.  recefs  ;  the  ordinary  tranfaclions  of  fupply,  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus,  the  incidental 
complaints  refpecling  returns,  and  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  commanders  in  America,  engag- 
ing the  principal  attention  of  thehoufe. 
Depute  The  time  was  now  arrived  when  Great  Bri- 

wiui  Hoi-    tain  M-as  to  rank  Holland,    her  ancient   ally, 
among  the  number  of  her  declared  enemies. 
1775.  At  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  between 

Conduaof  £}r€at  Britain  and  her  colonies,  Holland,  in 
conformity  with  the  conduct  of  other  European 
powers,  forbad  the  export  of  ammunition  and 
it  ores  for  one  vear  ;  but  when  the  fuccefs  of 
the  coloniils,  and  the  declaration  of  indepen- 

e  ai3  to  13a. 
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dence,  afforded  flattering  hopes  of  acquiring  a 
portion  of  that  commerce  which  the  Enguiih 
had   hitherto  monopolized,   Holland  began  to 
grafp  at  the  advantage,  and  encouraged  an  il- 
licit trade  with  America.     Every  motive  arif- 
ine.'  from   lone-   and    beneficial  alliance,   fimi- 
larity  in  religion,  and  political  ihtereits,  com- 
bined to  deter  Holland  from  a  mode  of  conduct, 
repugnant  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain:  but 
a  faction,    in  the  French  intereft,  and   inimical 
to  the  ftadtholder,   influenced  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  government.    The  open  encouragement  21ft  Ftb, 
afforded  to  American  privateers  in  the  Dutch  J.7?7* 
Well  India  iflands,    occafioned  a  long  cone-  morial  0f 
fpondence,  which  terminated  in  the  delivery  of  sjr  jofeph 
a  fpirited  memorial  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  the     01  e* 
Britilh  embaifador  at   the  Hague,   who  com- 
plained of  the  attentions  paid  by  the  governor 
of  St.  Eultatia  to  veflels  under  the  American 
flag,"1  and  his  refufal  to  redrefs  the  complaints 
of  the  council  of  St.  Chriiiophers.  He  required 
a  formal  difavowal  of  the  ialute  by  fort  Orange, 
in  St.  Eultatia,  to  a  rebel  fliip ;  aud  the  recal 
of  the  governor,  Van  Graaf.     The  ftates  gene- 
ral were  charged  with  duplicity,  and  violation 
of  treaties;  and  allured,  thatunlefs  the  required 
fatisfaciion  was  given,  the  king  would   not  be 
amufed  with  mere  affurances ;    or   delay  the 
adoption    of  meafures    due    to    the    interelts 
and  dignity  of  his  crown.     The  ftates  general  26th  Mar. 
returned   an  humble   and  complying   anfwer,  V77* 
denying  an  intention  to  recognife  the  indepen- 
dence of  America,  and  conienting  to  recal  Van 
Graaf;   but  they  complained  of  the  harfh  terms 
in  the  memorial ;  and,  as  a  mark  of  indigna- 

d  The  worcTcorfaire  in  the  original  has  been  uniformly  translated 
pirate,  when  its  fair  meaning  is  gnly  privateer. 

z  4  tion, 
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tion,  ordered  count  Welderen,  their  envoy  ex- 
traordinary 11  n  London,  not  to  correfpond  on 
the  occafion  with  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  or  lord 
Suffolk,  the  fecretary  of  (rate,  but  to  deliver 
his  memorial  to  the  kins;  in  perfon. 

From  this  period  afullen  civility  was  main- 
tained, but  in  proportion  as  the  conduct  of 
France  was  more  hoftile,  that  of  Holland  be- 
came lefs  ambiguous,  and  the  trade  openly 
maintained,  in  contraband  articles,  to  the 
French  coaft,  occafioned  the  feizure  of  feveral 
Dutch  mips.  In  confequence  of  three  angry 
memorials  prefented  to  the  (rates  general  by 
Dutch  merchants,  count  Welderen  made  com- 
plaints to  the  Britim  court,  not  only  of  inter- 
ruptions of  commerce  in  the  European,  but  in 
the  American  lias.  The  anfwer  of  the  fecre- 
tary  of  Irate  let  forth,  in  mild  language,  the 
unprovoked  aggreffion  of  France;  from  the 
fuddennefs  of  the  event,  and  the  neceffity  of 
reftraining  the  exertions  of  that  crafty  power, 
too  great  rigour  might  have  been  undefignedly 
-exercifed  in  arrefting  neutral  vefTels ;  but  if 
any  cargoes,  not  contraband,  had  been  feized 
by  his  majefty's  cruizers,  ample  indemnification 
ihould  be  made. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  had  redded  in  Holland 
twenty-feven  years,  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  ftate  and  temper  of  parties,  and  knew 
the  preponderance  of  French  interelt,  and  the 
fatal  fupinenefs  of  the  ftadtholder.  He  vindi- 
cated, in  an  able  memorial,  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  while  he  difplayed  the  moderation 
of  the  king  in  not  plunging  Holland  into  a 
war,  by  demanding  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in 
the  treaties  of  1678,  and  1716,  propofed  to 
difcufs  the  grievances  in  a  conference,  prefac- 
ing the  offer  with  an  afTurance  that  the  pre- 
vention 
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vention  of   contraband  trade  iliould,    in   the    chap, 
mean  time,  be  fubje&  to  no  interpretation  nn-    y*J", 
warranted    by    the    rules   of   equity,  and  the      1778. 
practice  of  perfect  generality. 

This  propofal  occafioned  violent  exertions  sthDec. 
among  the  French  party  ;  the  duke  de  Vaugu-  f^on"' 
yon,  embaffador  from  the  court  of  Verfailles,  French 
endeavoured  to  pique  the  pride  and  intereft  of  Party* 
the  Dutch,  by  demanding  a  clear  and  explicit 
determination  to  accept  or  renounce  the  ad- 
vantages of  commerce  proffered  by  a  decree  of 
the  French  council  of  ftate,  allowing  the  traf- 
fic in  naval  itorcs  during  the  war.     The  pro-  s^bjn. 
pofition  was  not,  however,  accepted  ;  and  the      I779' 
French  court  repealed  the  permiffion  given  to 
Holland  of  trading  with  them  duty-free,   ad- 
mitting   to  the  exclufive  enjoyment  of  this 
privilege,  Amfterdam    alone,    "  in  confulera- 
tion  of  the  patriotic  exertions  made  by  that 
city,  to  perfuade  the  republic  to  procure  from 
the  court  of  London,  the  fecurity  of  that  un- 
limited commerce  which  belonged  to  the  Dutch 
flag."      Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  did  not  fail  to  repel  9th  Apr. 
the  calumnies  advanced   in  thefe  papers;    he 
expofed  the  dictatorial  tone  aflumed  by  France, 
in  prefcribing  a  mode  of  conduct  to  be  main- 
tained by  the  ftates  general  towards  England, 
and  animadverted  with  proper  ft"  verity  on  the 
attempt  to  make  diiiin6lions  between  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  fame  republic,  fo  repug- 
nant to   the  union  and  independence  of  the 
ftates  general. 

The  arts  and  influence  of  France  were,  how-  Sueeduni 
ever,  more  effectual  than  the  rcnionft ranees  of  denjan^d 
England;   and  when  Spain   was  added  to  the  land. 

c  Thib  f;;vour  was  afterwards   extended   to  Hailen,  and  fubfe- 
^ucnilv  to  the  whole  province  of  Holland. 

ho  IT  He 
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chap,  hoftile  combination,  the  {hiking  partiality  of 
\^L^  Holland  towards  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
J779-  rendered  more  decifive  explanations  indifpen- 
32d  July.  faD]e>  gjr  Jofeph  Yorke  therefore,  in  purfuanee 
of  inftrufctions  from  England,  demanded  from 
the  ftatcs  general  the  fncconrs  ftipulated  in  the 
feveral  treaties,  of  which  the  cafus  foederis  was 
fully  explained  in  the  feparate  article  of  1716. 
This  memorial  defcanted  on  the  unjuft  pro- 
ceedings of  France  and  Spain,  and  their  threats 
of  invaiion,  and  declared,  that  the  moment  was 
arrived  to  decide  whether  Great  Britain,  who 
had  fpilt  fo  much  blood,  and  expended  fo  much 
treafure  to  fuccour  others,  and  maintain  liberty 
and  religion,  was  to  be  abandoned  by  her  moll 
ancient  friends  and  allies,  and  left  unprotected, 
except  by  her  own  courage  and  internal 
ftrength,  to  contend  againfr.  the  ambitious 
houfe  of  Bourbon,  who  endeavoured  to  crufh 
all,  for  the  purpofe  of  reigning  over  all.  The 
ilates  were  reminded  of  a  truth  which  they 
appeared  too  fatally  to  have  forgotten,  that 
their  hiftorv  contained  little  more  than  a  detail 
of  dangers  fucceffively  created  by  the  ambition 
of  France  ;  and  that  their  beft  days  began  with 
their  union  with  England. 

While  the  government  of  Holland  evaded 
giving  a  definitive  anfwer  to  this  demand, 
the  advocates  of  the  Britifh  and  French  con- 
nections maintained  a  itrenuous  paper  Mar. 
The  people,  in  fpite  of  the  allurements  with 
which  France  endeavoured  to  bias  their  judg- 
ment, did  not  feiinquifh  their  partiality  for  the 
Eno'liih  alliance,  and  the  {iadtholdcr  was  firmly 
attached  to  the  fame  caufe  ;  but  an  active  and 
reiblute  party,  who  pofieiled  the  greater!  mare 
of  influcnceand  power,  werczealous adherents  of 
France,  and  difp laved  a  proportionate  rancour 

againft 
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atgaihft Great  Britain.     The inereafing ftrength  chap. 
of  the'hoftile  confederacy,  and  the  intuits  offered  ^  JLL;^, 
to  the  BritiiTi  coaft  during  the  fummer  of  ]  7  79,      2779- 
gave  additional  ipirits  to  the  French  faction, 
and  encouraged  them  to  reprefent  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke's  demand,  as  an  indication  of  national 
weaknefs  and  defpondency. 

At  this  juncture,  a  freih  caufe  of  difpute  oaober. 
arofe,  in  confequence  of  the  reception  afforded  DjfPJJ? 
to  Paul  Jones  and  his  prizes  in  the  harhours  of  pa£Jc  '"s 
the  republic.     Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  demanded  the  Jones. 
detention  of  the  ftiips  atld  crews  ;  as  Paul  Jones, 
though  a  pretended  American,  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,    a  pirate,  rebel,   and  ftate   criminal. 
The  ftates  general  refufed  compliance,  alleging  25ti,oa. 
their   conftant  maxim,   not  to  decide  on  the 
legality    of  captures  by    the    veffels  of    any 
other  country ;   they  only  opened  their  ports 
to  afford  ilielter  from  ftorms  or  difafters,  but 
would  compel  them  to  put  to  fea  again,  with- 
out  unloading  or  difpoiing   of  their  cargoes. 
In  vain  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  in  a  new  memorial,  29th. 
appealed  to  the  rules  of  equity,  and  the  exprefs 
Stipulations  of  treaties;  the  Dutch  government 
remained  inflexible,  and  returned  only  a  fliort 
anfwer,  reiterating  their  former  opinions. 

Great  Britain,  on  the  faith  and  fair  con-  Conduflof 
function  of  treaties,  had  aright,  in  cafe  of  war 
with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,   to    call  on   the 
Dutch  as  allies  for  active  aid;  every  demand 
of  that  kind  was  obftinatcly  refifted ;  neutrality 
was  the  utmolt  extent  of  their  profeffion,  and 
even  that  was    attended  with   indications  of 
partiality  almoft  amounting  to  hoftility.     Yet 
the  government  of  Holland  claimed  and   were 
allowed  all  the  advantages  annuo-  from  treaties 
of  alliance,  and  expected  protection  in  a  com- 
merce calculated  to  raiie  the  naval  power  of 
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the  enemy,  and  deprefs  the  interefts  of  this 
country.  To  terminate  this  difffraceful  ftate 
of  fufpenfe  between  alliance  and  hoitility, 
the  Britilh  embatlador  again  preffed  for  the 
fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaties.  The  Dutch 
not  only  refufed  the  demand  ;  but  renewing 
their  complaints  on  the  interruption  of  trade, 
announced  their  intention  of  appointing  a 
convoy  with  their  next  fleet  to  the  coaft  of 
France.  The  Engliih  miniitry,  having  inef- 
fectually re  men  ft  rated  againft  this  unfriendly 
refolution,  encountered  its  effects  with  be- 
coming vigour  and  fpirit.  A  fleet  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean,  under  the  convoy  of  count 
Bylandj  was  met  by  a  Britiih  fquadron  under 
commodore  Fielding::  the  Dutch  fired  on  the 
boats  preparing  to  feareh  their  veifels ;  and 
their  admiral  anfwered  a  mot  a-head  from 
the  Britiili  commodore  by  a  broadfide.  This 
act  of  hoftilitv  beino- returned.  Bvland  ftruck 
his  colours ;  the  greater  part  of  the  convoy 
efcaped,  but  the  few  which  were  captured, 
afforded  fufficient  proof  of  the  contraband 
commerce  to  which  the  Dutch  thus  gave 
countenance  and  protection.  Count  Bvland 
accepted  permifiion  to  hoift  his  colours ;  but 
refining  to  return  to  his  own  coaft,  accompa- 
nied the  Britilh  commander  to  Spithead. 

The  event  futnjfhed,  in  eourle,  grounds 
for  numerous  complaints;  but  the  Britifh  ca- 
binet juftificd  their  proceeding,  and  lord  Stor- 
mont  ftrenuoufly  remonftratcd  wit]i:  count 
Welderen,  on  the  tamenefs  with  wliieh  his 
government  permitted  all  the  regards  due  to 
ancient  amity  with  England,  to  be  faeriticed 
to  the  cupidity  of  individuals,  or  the  pitiful 
artifices  of  cabal  and  intrigue.  As  the  molt 
friendly  method  of  difcloling  the  fentiments 

01 


GEORGE     III.  349 

of   the   Britilh   court,    the  fecretarv  of  itatc  Char 
announced,  by  a  declaration   verbale,  that  if   ,^/^J 
tlie   Dutch  perfifted  not  only  in  refuting  the      ijso. 
aids    ftipulated   by  treaties,    but    in    ailifting 
the  enemy  with  naval  ftorcs,  they  could  no 
longer  be  allowed  the  benefits  of  an    alliance 
which  they   deferted  by  changing  it  into  a 
neutrality,  and  that  too  in  the  mid  It  ot  a  war 
maintained  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  for  the 
deftruclion   of    Great    Britain,     which    could 
never  be  effected  without  producing  the  ruin 
of  the  Republic. 

After  allowing  nearly  two  months  for  the  mil  Mar. 
diicuffion  of  this  official  declaration,  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke  again  addrcifed  a  memorial  to  the  fhite.s 
general,  recapitulating  all  the  facts  he  had  for- 
merly urged,  complaining  of  the  hoftile  conduct 
of  count  Byland  towards  the  boats  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  fleet,   and  of  their  injuftice  in  prohibit- 
ing the  export  of  provifions    for  the   life   of 
the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  while  thev  were  fo 
eager  and   vindictive  in  coil vey iris  ammuni- 
tion  and  ftores  to  Spain,  which  had  difturbed 
their  trade    in  a  wanton   and   unprecedented 
manner.      If  the  Dutch,    by   their  own   act, 
ceafed  to  be  allies,  they  could  have  no   con- 
nection with  England    but  fuch    as  fubfifted 
between  neutral  powers  in   a  ftate  of  amity; 
all  treaties  were  reciprocal,  and  therefore,   uri- 
lefs  the  Dutch,    within  three  weeks,   gave  a 
fatisfaclory  anfwer  to  the  demand  of  fuccours 
made  eight  months  before,  their  conduct  would 
be  confidered  as  a  breach  of  alliance,  the  off. 
of   treaties   fufpended,    and  the   fame    iyirem 
obferved  towards  them,  a§  towards  other  neu- 
tral and  unprivileged  ftates.     To  this  decla- 
ration, an  evalive  provifional  anfwer  was  given, 
importing,  that   it  was  impotable  to   confult 
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the  feveral  Hates  of  the  republic,  fo  as  to 
procure  an  anfwcv  in  three  weeks.  But  pro-  „ 
craftinatiou  was  now  no  longer  allowed  :  the 
court  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  appointed  term,  declared  the  provifional 
fufpeniionof  all  particular  ftipulations  iefpect- 
ing  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce 
in  time  of  war,  particularly  thole  contained  in 
the  marine  treaty  of  1674/ 

The  unfriendly  conduct  of  Holland  towards 
England,  was  Cumulated  hy  the  preponderance 
of  a  Gallic  faction  in  government,  and  a  mil- 
judging  avarice,  grafpiug  at  a  portion  of 
American  commerce  :  and  was  encouraged  bv 
a  molt  extraordinary  confederacy  formed  at 
this  period  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  iince 
known  by  the  name  of  the  armed  neutrality. 
This  compact  originated  in  the  intrigues  of 
Trance,  and  the  defire  of  that  government  to 
embroil  Great  Britain  with  new  enemies,  and 
diffract  her  proceedings  by  uncertainty  of 
rights,  and  the  difcufuon  of  captious  and  un- 
ufual  claims.  Influenced  by  French  counfels, 
the  Spaniards,  under  pretence  of  blockading 
Gibraltar,  had  refilled  to  admit  into  the 
Mediterranean  fome  Ruffian  veflels ;  the  em- 
prefs  indignantly  meditated  meafuics  of  fecu- 
rity  againft  the  repetition  of  fuch  an  outrage, 
when  the  king  of  Prufiia,  apprized  of  her 
fentiments,  through  the  medium  of  count 
Panin,  her  miniftcr  for  foreign  affairs,  ufed 
every  effort  to  direct  them  againft  the  inte- 
rclts  of  England,      The  views  of  Frederick 


f  For  thefe  facts,  I  have  confulted  the  ftare  papers,  which  are 
publifhtd  according  to  the;r  dale,  in  the  Annual  Regifter  and  Re- 
membrancer; many  pamphlets  publiflied  in  Holland,  on  both  fides, 
cf  the  queftion,  and  fome  official  correlpondence. 
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were  feconded  by  Parian,  who  equally  hated   chap. 
Great  Britain :  and  Frederick  had  long  been      XL. 
athduoufly  and  fuccefsfully  cultivating-  an  in-    <*~^~J 
tereft  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh.     Catherine 
II.  always  profeifed,  and  molt  probably  felt  a 
fineere  friendihip  for  the  Britiih  monarch,  and 
Sir  James  Harris,  the  Engliih  cmbaiTador  at 
her    court,    maintained    the    intercfts    of    his 
country  with  the  utmoit  diligence,  zeal,   and 
intelligence.      No  caufe  of  complaint  cxiftcd 
between  the  two  crowns  ;  the  emprefs  appeared 
not  infenlible  to  the  advantages  ihe  had  de- 
rived from  the  Britiih  alliance,  and  had,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  American  contefr,  pro- 
mised  aiiiiiance   at  different  epochs,    though 
Ike  always  evaded  the  aecomplifhment  of  her 
engagements.     Her  refentment  againft  Spain 
furnilhed  Prufiia  with  a  pretext  for  inculcating 
new  maxims  of  maritime  regulation,  unknown 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  though  general  in 
their  verbal  conftruction,  obvioutly  prejudicial 
to   Great  Britain  alone.      The  emprefs,    from 
a  love  of  orientation  »nd  paradox,  gave  at- 
tention to  the  new  fyftem.   and  foon  directed 
all   her   efforts   to  its   efiabliihment.      While 
armaments  in  feveral  of  her  ports,  and  a  myf- 
terious  alacrity  anions;  her  mi  miters,  indicated 
the  formation  of  fome  exteniive  project";  me  26th  fa. 
announced  the  completion  of  her  fyftem,  by 
a  declaration  to   the  courts  of  London,  Ver- 
failles,  and  Madrid,  in   which  the  concluded 
a  feries   of    profd'iions    and    complaints,    by 
Hating  four  propohtions,   founded  on  the  pri- 
mitive rights  of  nations,    -.    i   1:   every  people 
might     reclaim,     and    which    the    belli 
powers  could  not .  invalida-     ■    thoufe  vioiati 
the   laws  of  neutrality,      it    was   aih  in 

three  of  the  articles,  that  ■  •    ds  in  iree  bot- 
toms 
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c  ha  P.  t'onis  muft  be  free,  and  exempt  from  fearch  «■■ 
v^v-Li  and  another  limited  the  characlcriftics  of  a 
1780.  blockaded  port,  by  fo  f>rict  a  definition,  that 
a  blockade  was  rendered  almoft  impoffible. 
Thefe  principles  were  announced  as  a  rule  for 
proceedings  and  judgments  on  the  legality  of 
prizes;  and  tie  em  prefs  proclaimed  her  deter- 
mination to  fupport  them  with  her  whole 
maritime  force. 

All  the  enemies  of  England  received  this 
declaration  with  enthunaftic  applaufe.  The 
neutral    powers  extolled   its   wifdom,    juftice, 

April.  and  magnanimity;  Sweden  alone,  under  the 
influence  of  France,  requefted  from  the  court 
of  Peterfburgh  fome  explanations  of  its  ten- 
dency,   which  were  calculated  to  render  the 

iSth.  terms  additionally  hoftile.  Spain  was  the  firft 
of  the  belligerent  powers  which  notified  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  principles  of  this  unprecedented 

*5&»  fta'te  paper.  France  warmly  commended  the 
new  fyftem,  declaring  its  principles  to  be  fub- 
irantially   thofe  which   Louis  XVI.  had  made 

23d.  war  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining.     Great 

Britain  alone  returned  a  civil  but  fomewhat 
fullen  anfwer,  vindicating  her  own  conduct 
during  the  war,  and  declaring  the  readinefs 
of  her  courts  of  admiralty  to  render  perfect 
juftice  in  every  cafe  of  complaint. 

Such  a  war  as  that  wherein  Great  Britain 
■was  engaged,  muft  be  carried  on  with  mani- 
feft  di  fad  vantage,  if  {he  was  prevented  from  de- 
priving the  enemy  of  thofe  fuccours,  on  which 
the  fuccefs  of  their  naval  operations  fo  mate- 
rially depended.  Sir  James  Harris  ufed  every 
exertion  in  remonftrating  with  the  emprefs, 
againft  the  new  rules  of  maritime  law;  but 
though  he  fucceeded  in  convincing  her  that 
ihe  had  been   duped  by  France  and  Prufha, 

into 


GEORGE    til.  253 

into  the  adoption  of  a  meafure,  which,  under 
the  pretence  of  neutrality,  was  hoitile  to 
England,  he  could  not  induce  her  to  recede.  v7^' 
She  alleged  her  promifes  publicly  given  for 
its  fupport,  and  was  bendes  flattered  with  the 
expectation  of  permanent  glory,  as  the  author 
of  a  new  claufe  in  the  code  of  univerfal  jurif- 
prudence. 

Denmark  and  Sweden  having  acceded  to  the  8th  juw, 
new  fyftein,  which  accorded  with  their  fcheme  A«eftoH 
of  commerce,  the  king  of  Pruffia  ufed  every  jJow!ss[ent 
artifice  to  inflame  the  emprefs,  and  excite  her 
to  more  refolute  efforts.  He  caufed  in  cell  ant 
reprefentations  to  be  made  againfr  the  violation 
of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  in  the  capture  of 
count  Byland's  fleet,  and  vainly  endeavoured  Auguft* 
to  engage  Catherine  to  guarantee  by  treaty 
the  poffeflions  of  Holland,  in  every  part  of 
the  globe,  as  a  means  of  protecting  the  Dutch 
again  ft  the  confequences  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  growing  differences  with  England. 
Although  foiled  in  this  attempt,  he  com- 
menced an  infidious  negotiation  to  be  included 
in  the  armed  neutrality,  hoping  eventually  to 
find  fome  pretence  for  a  complaint  againft 
England,  and  thus  involve  all  Europe  in  a 
general  flame.  This  proportion  was  for  fome 
time  eluded,  but  Frederick  ultimately  found 
means  to  be  included  in  the  league.  His 
influence  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  had, 
however,  in  the  mean  time  greatly  declined. 
The  emprefs  was  dazzled  by  his  exalted  repu- 
tation, cajoled  by  his  flatteries,  and  had  been 
in  fome  meafure  benefitted  by  his  intrigues ; 
but  his  perfonal  influence  was  now  dangerously 
rivalled  by  the  emperor  of  Germany,  for 
whom  Catherine  daily  profeifed  an  increating 
fcfteem.     Thefe  two  great  potentates,  early  ill 

vol.  in.  a  a  the 
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chap,  the  year,  had  an  interview  at  Mohilow,  on 
,\^v^w/  the  frontiers  of  Poland;  a  difcuffion  of  their 
I78e'  mutual  interefts  produced  mutual  confidence 
and  efteem  ;  and  an  important  fecret  treaty 
was  concluded  between  them.  As  the  views 
of  Pruffia  manifestly  tended  to  the  advantage 
of  France,  and  prejudice  of  Auftria,  every 
circumftance  favourable  to  the  emperor,  was 
proportionately  injurious  to  the  Pruffian  mo- 
narch. His  intrigues  were  now  disregarded  ; 
and  his  agent  Panin  ineffectually  endeavoured 
to  inftil  into  the  mind  of  Catherine  projects 
favourable  to  his  views.  The  prince  royal  of 
Pruffia,2  foon  after  the  meeting  at  Mohilow, 
was  fent  to  Peterihurgh,  for  the  purpofe  of 
effacing  the  impreffion,  made  by  the  emperor 
of  Germany.  France  contributed  to  the 
magnificence  of  his  eftablimment,  by  a  loan 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  ;  but  his 
reception  was  fo  cold,  that  he  returned  to 
Berlin  difappointed,  diffatisfied,  and  difgufted ; 
public  civilities,  and  oftentatious  entertain- 
ments, made  no  compenfation  for  his  failure 
in  the  principal  objects  of  his  journey,  the 
eftabliilnnent  of  a  high  political  character, 
and  revival  of  an  advantageous  afcendancy.h 
Capture  of  Meanwhile  the  Hate  of  Allien  difiatisfac- 
tion,  which  occalioned  the  abolition  of  the 
ancient  connection  between  Great  Britain  and 

E  Afterwards  Frederick  William  II. 

k  On  this  fubjeft,  I  have  confulted  the  ftate  papers,  printed  in 
the  periodical  works  ©f  the  time,  and  fine;  collected  in  an  8vo.  vol. 
published  by  Hatchard,  1801.  The  Life  of  Catherine  II.  Eton's 
Survey  of  the  Turkifh  Empire,  chap,  x,  Lord  Liverpool's  dif- 
courie  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  in 
refpecl  to  Neutral  Nations,  eel.  iSoi,  with  a  new  preface ;  the  Let 
ters  of  Sulpicius  on  the  Northern  Confederacy ;  and  an  ample  official 
Correfpondence  011  all  the  political  tranfa&ions.  I  have  alfo  been 
favoured  with  much  private  information, 

Holland, 
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Holland,  refolved  itfelf  into  active  hoftility  :    chap. 
the  my  fiery,    which  had   covered   the  views   VJ^L- 
and  conduct  of  the  Dutch,  was  difpelled  by      i78o. 
accident;  and  the  court  of  Great  Britain   was 
impelled  to  a  firm  and  decifive  mode  of  con- 
duel,  as  well  in  refentment  of  paft  treachery, 
as  with  a  view  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the 
neutral   league.      The   Veftal    frigate,     com-  3d  Sept. 
manded  by  captain   Keppel,    took,    near  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  a  congrefs  packet. 
The  papers  were  thrown  over-board  ;  out,  by 
the  intrepidity  of  an  Englifh  failor,  recovered 
with  little  damage.     The  papers  fully  proved  Difcavery 
the  perfidy    of  the  Dutch,    who  before   the  ot" a  treaiy 
exiftence   of  any   difpute  with  Great  Britain,  HqjS 
had  entered   into    a   formal  treaty   of  amity  andAme- 
and    commerce  with  the  revolted    Colonies/  nc?" 
fully    recognizing    their    independence,    and 
containing  many  ftipulations  highly  injurious 
to    England,    and  beneficial   to   her  enemies, 
both  in  Europe  and  America.     Difagreements 
on  fome  of  the  arrangements  had  occafioned 
delays  in  its  completion,  but  Henry  Laurens, 
late  prefident  of  the  congrefs,  who  was  one  of 
the  paffengers  in  the  captured  veffel,  was  au- 
thorized to  negotiate  definitively,  and  enter- 
tained no  doubts  of  fuccels.     On  his  arrival  6th  oa, 
in  London,  Laurens  was  examined  before  the 
privy  council,   and,  on  his  refufal  to  anfwer 
interrogatories,  committed  to  the  Tower. 

The  firlt  difcovery  of  this  transaction  oc- 
caiioned  a  great  fenfation  in  Holland,  where 
the  people  perceived,  with  furprife  and  indig- 
nation,  that  they  were  delivered,  by  factious 

'  It  was  dated  4th  September,  1778;  foon  after  the  commence- 
ment ot  hoitilities  between  England  and  France;  and  fefteral  days 
before  the  firft  complaints  prefentecj  by  the  Dutch  merchants. 

a  a  2  agents, 
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agents, k  into  the  hands  of  France,  and  in- 
volved in  a  fecret  treaty  for  efpoufmg  an  un- 
i77^  certain  canfe,  at  the  expence  of  inevitable 
hoitilitv  with  an  old  ally.  Thefe  fentiments 
would  '  have  been  highly  favourable  to  the 
fiadtholder,  had  he  not  negligently  fnffered 
the  opportunity  to  pafs;  but  the  oppofmg 
faction  fooldfy  avowing  their  agency,  and 
making  their'  utmolt  exertions  to  gain  parti - 
zans,  reaped  the  advantages  of  a  decifive  con- 
duef,  and  fecured  a  protection  againft  the 
confcqucnccs  of  invcitigation. 

^ y.h  Nov.        S t  it  Jos e p ii  Y o  b  k  e  presented  a  memorial, 

\ug  of  the  hoftile  treaty,  demanding 
lub"  from  the  hates  prompt  fatisfaction,  a  disavowal 
of  conduct  fo  irregular  and  repugnant  to  the 
moft  facrcd  engagements,  and  the  conftitution 
of  Batavia ;  and  the  exemplary  puniihment  of 
Van  Berkel  and  his  accomplices,  as  difturbers 
of  the  public  peace,  and  violators  of  the  la w 

iath  Dec.  of  nations.  This  memorial  producing  no 
effecr,  the  Britim  embafiador  prefented  ano- 
ther, in  terms  itill  more  cogent  and  definitive, 
announcing  that  a  denial  of  juftice,  orevafion 
of  the  demand  by  iilence,  Would  bey  followed 

40th.         by  hoftile  extremities.     This  remonftrance  alio 

w'a^dy-  f^*jling?  a  royal  mauifefto  was  illued,  declaring 
hohiiities  againft  Holland,  and  explaining,  in 
clear  and   iatisfaclory  terms,  the  king's  mo- 

*$th.  tives;  count  Weld eren  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw from  the  Engliih  court,  and  fome  papers 
which,  tuft  before  Ids  departure,  he  attempted 
to  deliver,  were  refuted  by  the  fecfetary  of 
ftate,  beeaufo  the  aceuftomedi  relation  be- 
tween the  two  countries  had  ceafed,  and  with 

i 

• 

fc  The  penfiorKirtfVai)  Berkel,  and  De  Neufville  of  Amflerdam,_ 
who  framed  and  executed  the  treaty,  were  principal  fuppofters  of 
tlie  French  party  in  Holland. 

it 
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it  the  official  and  the  accredited  chara&er  of  chap. 
the  embaffador. l  ^L^l^j 

The  rupture  with  Holland  was  announced      i78j. 
to  parliament  by  a  royal  meffage,  immediately  ^/"n* 
after  the  recefs.     The  public  indignation  was  to  Pailia- 
fufficiently  excited,    by    the    malignity    and  mt'nt- 
ingratitude   of   Holland,    to   render   the   war 
popular,   and  the  vigour  and  promptitude  of 
the  preparations  afforded  general  fatisfaetion. 
The  meffage  was,  neverthelefs,   debated  with 
great  warmth  in  both  houfes,  and  amendments 
moved  to  the  addretfes.  The  members  of  oppo- 
fition  infiftcd,  that  the  infolence  of  the  memorial 
prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  in  1777,  had 
been  more  efficacious  in  alienating  the  Dutch 
from   Great   Britain,    than   all  the  gold   and 
intrigues  of  France.     They  maintained,  that 
•the  paper  found  in  the  poneilion  of  Mr.  Lau- 
•rens,  was  only  a  project  or  draft  of  an  incom- 
plete treat}',  referring  for  its  future  accom- 
plifhment  to  events  yet  undecided.     INIiniitcrs 
were  blamed  with  afperity  for  the  length  of 
the   recefs,    during:    which   they   had   added 
another  to  the  formidable  lift  of   opponents, 
while  tlteir  fupinenefs,    ignorance,    and   want 
of  judgment,    left   the   country    without   an 
ally. 

Tin:  minifiry  anfwered,  that  the  memorial 
delivered  in  177  7,  was  comprized  in  terms  furn- 
ciently  temperate  for  the  oceaiion ;  and  his 
majefty  would  have  been  culpably  negligent 
of  the  national  honour,  had  he  omitted  a  for- 
cible remonftrance.  The  offenfive  treaty  was 
not  a  draft  but  formally  executed  bv  the 
penfionary  Van  iJerkel,  and-Joim  de  Neufville, 

i 

'Taken   from  the  p'ptis   published   by    authority,  and   official 
porrei))o)ideiice. 
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chap,  citizen  of  Amfterdam,  on  the  part  of  Holland, 
^^-  and  by  Lee,  on  the  behalf  of  America.  The 
i78x,  united  ftates  had  refufed  to  difavow  the  tranf- 
aclion,  and  therefore  fanctioned  the  conftruc- 
tion  that  they  fully  approved  it.  The  reccfs 
of  parliament  was  not  contrived  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fecret  proceeding;  nor  could  the 
houfes,  if  fitting,  have  received  a  communi- 
cation on  the  fubjecr,  till  the  negotiation  was 
terminated.  Mr.  Wraxall  made  a  long  and 
able  fpeech  on  the  fubjeet  of  alliances,  un- 
folding with  precifion  the  views  and  refources 
of  the  principal  European  ftates,  and  recom- 
mending to  government,  a  clofe  and  immediate 
connection  with  the  emperor  of  German}-. 
If  that  potentate  declared  Avar  in  our  favour, 
/the  necefiity  of  providing  an  adequate  oppofing 
force,  would  fruftrate  all  hopes  of  increafmg 
the  French  marine;  and  the  ihock  would  be 
felt  no  lefs  at  Madrid  and  the  Hague,  than  at 
Paris.  The  emperor  might  be  allured  to  our 
caufe,  by  a  liberal  fubfidy  for  enabling  him 
to  take  the  field,  by  vieldino-  to  him  fome 
important  poflefiions  in  India,  and  by  protect- 
ing him  in  opening  the  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt.  This  meafure  would  be  beneficial 
to  him,  and  iniurious  to  Holland  ;  a  nation 
which  owed  its  origin,  progrefs,  and  protec- 
tion, to  the  foftering  hand  of  England,  and 
yet  joined  the  ftandard  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
again  ft  its  only  natural  ally. 

The    amendments  moved   in   both   houfes 
were    rejected;"1    the  lords   entered   on  their 

m  In  the  Uoufe  of  commons  two  amendments  were  moved  j  the 
full  was  rejected  by  180  to  ioi,  the  other  without  a  divifion.  The 
numbers  in  the  upper  houfe  were,  againft  the  amendment  84;  for 
it  xj. 
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journals  two  protefts,  one  figned  by  nine,  the  chap* 
other  by  eight  peers.  v^L- 

Although  the  tremendous  diforders  of  the     1781. 
preceding    year,    occafioned    erreat   terror    at  ^PuIar 

r.       _         O     J         '  O  delegates 

direct  appeals  to  large  bodies  or  the  people,  appointed, 
the  political  affociations  formed  in  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  did  not  diflblve,  but  endea- 
voured, by  incendiary  refolutions,  to  re- 
animate the  flame  of  oppofition.  In  many  of 
their  meetings  ftrong  complaints  were  urged 
againft  the  authorities  fuppofed  to  be  now 
firft  granted  to  the  military,  and  individuals 
were  recommended  to  arm  againft  the  attack 
of  unrounding  enemies,  and  all  invafions  of 
their  rights  and  liberties.  The  meetings  of 
thefe  affociations  in  the  counties  and  towns 
were  highly  alarming,  but  the  danger  was 
in  created  by  the  novel  and  unconftitutional 
meafure  of  appointing  delegates,  or  reprefen- 
tatives  to  t  ran  fact  their  affairs  in  the  capital, 
and  by  mutual  aid  and  advice  give  fupport 
and  efficacy  to  their  petitions.  Burke  received 
from  man}-  of  thefe  bodies  high  compliments 
for  his  efforts  in  the  caule  of  reform,  and  in 
compliance  with  their  requefts,  again  brought 
forward  the  rejected  bills  of  1  aft  year. 

He  introduced  his  motion  by  reading  the  15^  Feb. 
famous  refolutions  refpeetinp-  the  increafed  in-  - 

i'  1  r  econorm- 

fluence  or  the  crown,  the  power  or  the  houie  cai  reform 
to  correct  abides  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  a&*,in"V" 
lift,  and  the  duty  of  the  commons  to  afford  the 
redrefs  required  by  the  petitions  of  the  people. 
He  confidered  thefe  refolutions  a  valuable  le- 
gacy bequeathed  by  the  late  parliament,  and 
an  atonement  for  previous  criminal  fertility. 
They  were  the  refult  of  long,  deliberate,  and 
fober  debate,  when  the  houfe  was  well  attend- 
ed, and  a  fpirit  of  economy  pervaded   every 

A  a  4  corner. 


360  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,  corner.  He  trufted  the  new  parliament  would 
ln-2^w»  confider  it  their  duty  to  carry  into  effect  the 
17*1.  wiflies  of  the  people,  wifhes  which  had  been 
delivered  in  thunder  and  lightning.  Although 
the  people  had  not  agreed  in  any  fyftem  of  com-? 
plaint,  or  plan  of  reform,  yet  they  had  all  ftated 
.  either  errors  or  calamities  in  the  adminiftration 
of  government  and  expence,  which  ought  to 
be  rectified.  Though  all  their  propositions 
were  not  practicable,  they  agreed  in  two  points, 
the  dangerous  influence  of  the  crown,  and  the 
necefiity  For  retrenchment  and  economy.  He 
then  gave  a  narrative  of  the  introduction  and 
fate  of  his  former  bills,  complaining  of  the  ver- 
fatility  of  parliament :  At  firft  crowded  houfes 
were  ieen  on  every  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  and 
they  mewed  an  apparent  conviction  of  having 
no  objection  to  the  abitract  and  general  propo- 
rtions •  but  when  he  proceeded  to  a  fpecific 
reform,  they  deferted  him  and  his  caufe.  They 
firft  dwindled  off  from  one  queftien,  thenfdently 
ftole  away  from  another,  till  at  laft  the  whole 
was  permitted  to  moulder  and  mrink  impercep- 
tibly from  the  view  ;  and  he  was  obliged,  after 
much  fatigue  and  no  fuccefs,  to  abandon  the 
taik,  with  the  mortifying  reflection  that  his, 
labours  and  thofe  of  the  houfe  had  produced  no 
benefit  to  the  country.  He  defended  himfelf 
againft  all  imputations  on  the  revival  of  an 
unfuccefsful  proportion,  and  vindicated  his, 
plan,  as  no  lefs  ufeful  to  the  king  than  falutary 
to  the  people.  To  maintain  the  parade  and 
iliew  of  royalty  without  its  power,  was  like  the 
abfurd  vanity  of  robbing  the  manger  to  deco- 
rate  a  ftarved,  emaciated  horfe  with  bells  and 
trappings  ;  while  the  poor  animal,  deprived  of 
food,  groaned  beneath  the  wretchednefs  of  or- 
nament. The  advice  and  language  he  ufed 
Q  could 
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could  not  be  unfeafonable  or  impertinent  if  ad- 
dreifed  to  an  Alexander,  or  a  Charles,  fince 
retrenchment  might  increafe  their  powers  for 
war,  and  enable  them  to  diffufe  horror  with 
more  rapidity.  But  to  a  king  like  ours,  who 
hated  war,  and  loved  peace  ;  who  participated  in 
the  intereits,  joys,  and  difafters  of  the  people,  it 
mud  be  at  once  proper  and  welcome.  A  faction 
had  crept  in,and  prevented  that  happy  fympathy 
which  mould  prevail  between  the  head  and  all 
the  inferior  members  of  the  body  :  th^hfaction 
it  was  the  bufmefs  of  parliament  to  crum,  to 
tear  the  veil  interpofed  between  the  fovereign 
and  his  people,  and  difpel  thofe  clouds  which 
concealed  the  roval  countenance  from  his 
dutiful  and  affectionate  fubjecls.  Again  ad- 
verting to  the  example  of  France,  Burke  pro- 
nounced high  encomiums  on  the  principles 
and  fyftem  of  Necker.  That  excellent  ftatef- 
man,  hefaid,  had  alone  flood  his  ground  amidft 
the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  a  court,  though 
an  unprotected  ftranger.  Calumny  might  at- 
tempt to  blacken  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  fo- 
vereign ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  blind  the 
difcernment  of  that  monarch  fo  far  as  to  obli- 
terate from  his  memory  this  honourable  truth  ; 
— "  he  has  o-iven  me  a  navy,  and  has  not  laid 
a  tax  on  my  fubjects."  When  the  refources  of 
France  were  thought  to  be  exhaufted,  and  every 
common  channel  Avas  known  to  be  dried  up, 
Necker  dug  into  the  mine  of  national  treafure, 
wrent  to  the  fpring  and  fountain-head  of  reve- 
nue, and  by  demoiilliing  the  dams  and  dykes 
that  hopped  the  current  of  wealth,  brought, 
into  the  exchequer  the  value  of  fix  hundred 
ufelefs  places.  France  might  be  obliged  at 
Jail  to  have  recourfeto  burthenfome  taxes ;  but 

ihe 
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chap,  fhe  had  three  years  fought  Great  Britain  with- 
jj^^,  out  them ;  and  an  exertion  of  three  years  might 
1781.  give  her  a  decifive  fuperiority  through  the 
whole  conteft ;  it  might  put  her  fyftem  in  fuch 
a  train  as  to  give  the  tone  and  determine  the 
complexion  of  a  whole  century.  It  would 
impart  more  folid  and  permanent  glory  to  the 
reign  of  Louis  XVI.  than  was  derived  from  all 
the  illuftrious  deeds  of  Henry  IV.  Burke  in- 
voked the  candour  of  the  houfe,  not  to  treat 
the  propofed  meafure  with  infidious  refpecl  in 
its  outfet,  and  tempt  it  to  a  death  of  (low  and 
lingering  torture.  He  called  on  lord  North 
as  arbiter  of  its  deftiny  ;  intreating,  that  if  he 
meant  to  deal  the  blow  of  death,  he  would  fave 
himfelf  and  the  houfe  much  fatigue,  and  the 
nation  much  anxiety  and  difappointment,  by 
determining  the  matter  on  that  day  ;  he  would 
then  be,  for  one  day  at  leaft,  a  decifive  minifter. 
Leave  was  given,  without  oppofition,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  his  majelty's  civil 
*&h  Feb.  eftabliihments,  limitingpeniions, and  fuppreffmg 
ufelcfs  places.  The  fecond  reading  occafioned 
a  long  debate,  in  which  the  principles  of  the 
meafure,  and  its  probable  effecTs,  were  amply 
and  ably  inveftigatcd.  The  principal  oppo- 
nents were  Mr.  De  Grev,  earl  Nugent,  Mr. 
Rofewame,  Mr.  Percival,  Mr.  Wraxall,  and  Mr, 
Dundas.  They  all  concurred  in  warm  eulogies 
on  the  character  and  talents  of  Mr.  Burke,  and 
expreffed  diffidence  in  reiifting  a  meafure  fo 
plaufible,  and  fo  captivating  to  the  public,  as 
retrenchment  of  expenditure.  Economy  was 
never  more  necefuirv  ;  but  its  advantages  were 
not  to  be  purchafed  by  the  violation  of  facred 
rights.  In  the  firft  year  of  the  king's  reign  the 
civil  lift  was  eftablilhed  at  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  ;  and  the  additional. fum  of  one 

hundred 
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hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  was  after-  chap. 
wards  given  ;  both  being  fettled  on  him  for   V_^^J 
life.      This   was    a   bargain,   and   one  highly      ,7Si. 
advantageous  to  the  public,  made  in  lieu  of  the 
crown  lands ;  the  revenue  was  therefore  to  be 
confidered  as  pofltive  freehold,  as  a  peribnal 
eftate,  held  under  the  faith  and  folemnity  of  an 
equitable  contract.     The  power  of  parliament 
to  refume  its  own  grants  was  undeniable  ;  but 
it  was  impoflible  to  divide  the  ideas  of  their 
omnipotence  frojn  thofe  of  their  juftice  and 
difcretion.    Xconomv  was  undoubtedly  defira- 
ble;    but  thirty    or  forty  thoufand  pounds  a 
year  would  be  too  dearly  purchafed   by  the 
abolition  of  places  created  by  the  wifdom  of 
our  anceftors,  to  iupportthe  dignity  and  luftre 
of  the  Britiih  crown.     The  increafe  of  influence 
was  an  unfounded  aifertion  ;  nor  was  the  pre- 
fent  bound  by  the  vote  of  the  laft  parliament 
on  that  fubjeci..     The  eitablimed  powers  and 
influence  of  the  crown  had  not  been  abufed,  or 
perverted  to  the  prejudice  of  liberty  and  the 
conftitution.     None  of  the  places  propofed  to 
be  retrenched  were  created  by  his  majefty,  and 
the  acls  of  his  reign  had  been  highly  favoura- 
ble to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  diminu- 
tion of  undue   influence  ;   witnefs   thofe  for 
rendering  permanent  the  ialaries  of  the  judges, 
and   for   trying  controverted  elections,  which 
effectually  abrogated  the  power,  if  the  incli- 
nation might  exift,  of  Dialling  the  courts  of 
juftice,  and  perverting  the  fenfe  of  the  people  in 
the  returns  to  the  houfe  of  commons.   The  rea- 
fonings  founded  on  the  retrenchments  made  by    • 
the  king  of  Fiance   were  inapplicable  to  Great 
Britain  ;  the  civilhft,  as  well  as  the  governments, 
were  eflentially  different :  France  was  a  defpotic, 
England    a   free   country.      In   England   the 

throne 
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CHAP,   throne  was  built  on  liberty  ;  in  France  it  retted 
J!^*j    on  the  necks  of  two  hundred  thou  fan  cl  foldiers, 
J7S1.      and  was  upheld  by  farmers-general,  by  oppref- 
fion,  by  fcrvile  parliaments  baniihcd  at  pleafure, 
by  military  rigour,    and  armed  authority.     If 
the  conduct  of  France  was  to  be  cited,  the 
whole  mould  be  confidercd,  and  unprovoked 
aggreffion   brought   into    view    as   clearly   as 
economical  reform  :  bad  faith  was  always  bad 
policy  ;  and  the  greater  evil  of  unjuft  war  would 
iwallow  up  the  leiler  good  of  economical  re- 
trenchment.    The  dignity  of  the  Britiih  crown 
was  connected  with  the  dignity  and  opulence 
of  the  nation,  nor  could  the  enormous  expences 
into  which  Great  Britain  had  been  forced  by 
the  enemy,  be  repaired  by  fuch  an  unimportant 
faying  as'  the  bill  propoied,    acquired  at  the 
expence   of  individuals   who,  relying  on  the 
good    faith    of    parliament,    considered    their 
property  as  fecure  and  permanent  as  freehold 
eftates. 
yirftfpeech       This  debate  was  diftjnguimed  by  the  firft 
w^t'       parliamentary  exertion  of  the  honourable  Wil- 
Pitt,  ham  Pitt,  younger  ton  ot  the  llluitnous  earl  or 

Chatham.  On  his  riling  in  the  houfe,  mute 
attention  prevailed  ;  the  genius  of  the  parent 
was  recollected,  and  the  moft  eager  curiofitywas 
excited  to  afcertain  how  great  a  portion  of  it 
was  tranfmitted  to  the  fon.  Such  great  hopes, 
and  anxious  expectations  were  never  more  fully 
accompliihed  ;  the  juvenile  orator  delivered 
himfeif  with  <>-race,  facility,  and  animation;  his 
manner,  which  has  fince  become  io  elegant, 
was  deliberate,  and  equally  remote  from  timid 
baihfulnefs, and ovcr-weeningprefumption.  His 
voice  was  rich  and  linking;  his  periods  harmo- 
nious and  energetic,  without  appearance  of 
art  or  ftudy  ;  and  his  reasoning  cliiplaycd  all 

the 
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Hie  fire  of  his  father,  combined  with  that  which 
his  father  often  wanted,  methodical  arrange- 
ment, and  lucid  order.  ^T^eT 

He  gave  hearty  aflfent  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  thought  a  propofition  for  retrenchment 
of  the  civil  lilt  revenue  would  have  come  with 
more  grace,  more  benefit  to  the  public  fervice, 
if  it  had  fprung  from  the  royal  breaft.  Minif- 
ters  mould  have  given  to  the  people  the  confo- 
lation  of  knowing  that  their  fovereign  partici- 
pated in  the  fufferings  of  the  empire  ;  they 
ought  to  have  cbnfulted  the  glory  of  their 
royal  mafter,  and  feated  him  in  the  hearts  of 
his  people,  by  abating  from  magnificence  what 
was  due  to  neceflity.  Inftead  of  waiting  for 
the  flow  requdt  of  a  burthened  people,  they 
mould  have  courted  popularity  by  a  voluntary 
furrender  of  ufelefs  revenue.  But  if  minifters 
failed  in  their  duty  ;  if  they  interfered  between 
the  benignity  of  the  fo verei gn,  and  the  dif- 
treffes  of  the  public,  and  flopped  the  tide  of 
royal  fympathy,  was  that  a  reafon  why  the 
houfeof  commons,  his  majefty's  public  counfel- 
lors,  ihould  deiift  from  a  meafure  fo  congenial 
to  the  paternal  feelings  of  the  fovereign,  fo 
applicable  to  the  wants  and  miferies  of  tire 
people?  The  houfe,  acting  as  faithful  repre- 
sentatives, ought  to  feize  on  every  object  of 
equitable  refource;  and  finely  none  were  fo 
fair,  fo  probable,  or  fo  flattering  as  retrench- 
ment and  economy.  The  obligations  of  their 
character  demanded  an  unheiitating  purfuit 
of  thofe  objects,  even  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
Actuated  by  duty,  they  fiiould  advife  the  king; 
to  part  with  ufelefs  oftentation,  that  he  might 
prcferve  necelT'ary  power ;  to  abate  a  little  of 
pomp,  that  he  might  afcertain  refppct;  to  dimi- 
iiiili  fomewhat  of  exterior  grandeur,  that  he 

might 
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chap.  Blight  increafe  and  fecure  authentic  dignity. 
XL-  It  was  their  immediate  duty,  as  the  commons 
1781.  houfe  of  parliament,  to  guard  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  property  of  the  people  :  the  lait  obligation 
was  the  ftrongeft,  becaufe  property  was  moft 
liable  to  invaiion  by  the  fecret  and  fubtle 
attacks  of  influence.  It  could  not  derogate 
from  the  real  glory  of  the  crown  to  accept  the 
advice;  it  could  be  no  diminution  of  true 
grandeur  to  yield  to  the  refpeefful  petitions  of 
the  people.  Tutelage  might  be  a  hard  term ; 
but  the  guardianship  of  that  houfe  could  not 
be  dil'graceful  to  a  conftitutional  king.  The 
abridgment  of  unneceffary  expence  could  be 
no  abatement  of  royalty.  Magnificence  and 
grandeur  were  not  inconiiftent  with  retrench- 
ment  and  economy ;  but  on  the  contrary,  in 
times  of  neceflity,  and  uncommon  exertion,  folid 
grandeur  was  dependent  on  the  reduction  of  ex^ 
pence.  It  was  obferved  early  in  the  debate, 
that  the  bill  combined  two  obiects  which  ought 
to  have  been  feparate ;  reform  and  economy ; 
in  his  opinion,  they  ought  to  go  hand-in-hand  ; 
but  the  bill  had  a  third  object,  more  important 
than  either,  a  reduction  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown  ;  an  influence  more  dreadful,  becaufe 
more  fecret  in  its  attacks,  and  more  concealed 
in  its  operations  than  the  power  of  prerogative. 
The  proposed  laving,  it  was  objected,  was  im- 
material, a  matter  of  trifling  confideration  when 
ineafured  by  the  neceffities  or  expences  of  the 
times.  This  was,  finely,  a  moft  fingular  and 
unaccountable  fpecies  of  reafoning.  The  cala- 
mities of  the  criiis  were  too  great  to  be  benefit- 
ted by  economy ;  the  public  expences  fo 
enormous  that  it  was  ridiculous  to  attend 
to  fmall  matters  of  account.  So  mauy 
millions  had  been  expended,   that  thoufands 

were 
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were  beneath  confideratioti.  Such  was  the 
language  of  the  dav ;  fuch  the  reafoning  by 
which  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  ciifputed.  iyg, 
Much  argument  had  been  ufed  to  mew  the 
impropriety  of  refuming  a  parliamentary  grant, 
and  the  right  of  the  houfe  had  even  been 
denied.  The  weaknefs  of  fuch  a  doctrine  was 
its  refutation.  But  it  ought  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  civil  lift  revenue  was  granted  for 
other  purpofes  than  thofe  of  perfonal  gratifica- 
tion. It  was  granted  to  fupport  the  dignity 
and  interefts  of  the  empire,  to  maintain  its 
grandeur,  to  pay  the  judges  and  foreign  minis- 
ters, to  maintain  jufticc,  and  fupport  refpecl;,  to 
pay  the  great  officers  neceffary  to  the  lufire  of 
the  crown  ;  and  it  was  proportioned  to  the 
dignity  and  opulence  of  the  people.  But  the 
fum  of  revenue  which  was  neceffary  to  fuitain- . 
the  common  dignity  of  the  crown  and  people 
at  the  time  of  the  grant,  ought  now  to  be 
abated,  as  neeeffities  had  increafed.  The  peo- 
ple who  afforded  that  revenue  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  occalion,  were  jufdfied  in 
refuming  a  part  under  the  preffing  demand  of 
an  altered  fituation.  Tbev  felt  their  right,  but 
exercifed  it  with  pain  and  regret.  They  ap- 
proached the  throne  with  bleeding  hearti, 
afflicled  at  the  neceffitv  of  applying  for  retrench- 
merit  of  the  royal  gratification  ;  but  the  requeft 
was  at  once  loyal  and  fubmiffive.  When  he 
confidered  the  obligations  of  the  houfe,  he  could 
not  cherifli  an  idea  that  they  would  difpute 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  elTential  to 
the  being  and  independence  of  the  country. 
He  could  not  believe  that  economy  would  be 
condemned,  or  the  means  of  accompliihing  it 
abandoned. 

Sevsrai, 
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chap.        Several  diftinguiihed  members  of  oppoil- 

XL      tion  exerted  themfelves  in  behalf  of  the  meafure ; 

,7$?.      lord  Maitland  made  his  mil  parliamentary  effay 

The  bill      on  the  fame  fide,  and  fpoke  with  great  ability; 

reje  e  '  and  Burke,  in  his  reply,  furpaifed  the  expecta- 
tions even  of  his  warmeft  admirers.  The 
motion  for  a  fecond  read  in g  was,  however,  loft, n 
and  the  bill  rejected,  by  adjourning  the  further 
consideration  for  fix  months. 

Other  po-        The  other  popular  efforts  of  the  laft  fefiioii 

polar ef-  were  alfo  revived;  the  bills  for  excluding 
contractors  and  revenue  officers  from  the  houie 

»iftMar.  of  commons,  met  their  fate  on  the  fame  day  ; 
both  occasioned  fome  debate,  but  were  reject- 

kifiMay.  ed.  °  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke  alfo  renewed 
the  proposition  which  Mr.  Gilbert  had  aban- 
doned, for  impoiing  a  tax  on  places  and  pen- 
fions,  but  his  effort  was  unfuccefsful.p  The 
loan  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  Mas 
expofed  to  cenfures  unufually  fevere.  The 
fudden  rile  in  value  of  the  fubcription  contracts, 
nSbally  called  fcrip,  to  near  eleven  per  cent, 
above  their  original  purchafe,  formed  the  foun- 

7th,  sthj      dation  for  numerous  imputations  and  motions 

-6th  Mar  Wn^  tfcs  minister ;  though  his  conduct  was 
ably  defended,  and  fanclioncd  by  the  houfe. q 

fciftMar.  The  third  reading  of  the  bill  in  the  lords, 
produced  an  able  fpeech  from  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham ;  to  which  no  reply  was  made; 
and  eight  lords  joined  in  a  proteft* 


n  233  to  190. 

0  The  contractor's  bill  by  120  to  100  ;  the  other  133  to  86. 
P  The  bill  was  rejected  on  the  fecond  reading,  93  to  33. 

1  The  majority  againlt  a  motion  on  the  fubjeft,  made  by  Fox,  was 
169  to  in,  and  on  a  motion  for  inquiiy3  by  Sir  George  bavile,  209 
to  163. 

TlIESF. 
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These  were  not  the  only  efforts  to  gain  popu- 
larity bv  the  difcuthon  of  queftio'ns  calculated 
to  intereft  the  public.      The  interference  of     178^. 
the  military  in  fuppreffiriff  the  late  alarming  Sheridan's 

•  11  -1       1         r      i  li       motion  re- 

nots  was  introduced  to  the  houle  by  aii  able  fpeaing 
fpeech  from  Mr.  Sheridan.  This  gentleman,  a  the  mitt- 
native  of  Ireland,  was  advantageoufly  known  tary' 
to  the  public  by  the  exercife  of  extraordinary 
talents  in  dramatic  and  lyric  poetry.  His  ex- 
quifite  wit  and  refined  erudition  afforded  great 
hopes  of  eminence  in  the  fenate ;  hopes  which 
were  furpaffed  by  the  various  excellencies  of 
his  nervous,  rich,  and  beautiful  oratory.  He 
took  his  feat  for  the  town  of  Stafford,  and  had 
on  more  than  one  occafion,  obtained  the  fa- 
vourable attention  of  the  houfe. r  His  motions 
were  three:  the  firft  declaring  that  the  military 
force  could  not  juftitiably  be  applied  in  difperf- 
ing  tumultuous  affemblies  of  the  people,  with- 
out waiting  for  directions  from  civil  magiftrates, 
unlefs  outrages  had  broken  forth,  with  fucll 
violence  as  to  overbear  civil  authority,  and 
threaten  the  fubverfion  of  legal  government. 
The  other  two  affirmed  that  the  unprecedented 
order  to  the  military,  on  the  feventh  of  June, 
afforded  ftrong  prefumption  of  the  defective 
ftate  of  the  police  in  Weftminfter  ;  and  required 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  conduct  of  the  magiftracy  and  civil  power 
during  the  riots,  and  report  to  the  houfe 
the  hate  and  government  of  the  city  of  Weft- 
minfter. 

In  fupport  of  thefe  motions,  lie  made  afevere 
philippic  again  ft  government,  delivered  in 
glowing  language,  and  abounding  in  pointed 
invectives.      He   defcanted   on   the  ihiferabld 

*  He  made  his  firft  ipeech  the  roth  of  November  1780. 

vol.  in.  e  b  Hate 
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ftate  of  the  police  in  Weftminfter,  aferibing  to 
it  all  the  outrages  which  had  raged  without 
1780.  controul  m  June,  and  occafioned  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  military  power  in  the  metropolis, 
and  its  extenfion  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 
But  if  the  guilt  of  magiftrates  or  deficiency 
of  police  had  occafioned  the  adoption  of  fuch 
an  alarming  expedient;  why  had  government 
permitted  the  lame  juftiees  to  continue  in  the 
commifhon  ?  Men  of  tried  inability  and  con- 
victed depravity  !  Was  this  neglect  a  plan  to 
render  the  country  ftill  dependent  on  the 
bayonet,  and  muft  the  military  poweF  ftill  be 
employed  in  aid  of  contrived  weaknefs  and  deli- 
berate inattention  ?  Some  might  wifk  to  fee  the 
fubjecr.  familiarized  to  the  ufe  of  foldiers,  and 
that  they  might  be  reforted  to  on  occaiions- 
lefs  alarmina'. 

Only  two  reafonablc  excufes  could  be  af- 
figned  for  the  conduct  of  government  in  the 
orders  irTued  for  the  employment  of  the  military. 
The  firft,  that  the  riots  were  not  produced 
by  the  perfons  who  had  afiembled  around  the 
houfe,  mitigated  by  religious  enthuilafm,  or 
apprehenfive  zeal;  nor  yet  by  afet  of  Vagrants, 
who  had  taken  advantage  of  the  occafion  ; 
but  that  they  were  the  effects  of  deliberate  and 
deep  laid  fcheme ;  a  confpiracy  contrived  by 
the  enemies  of  the  country,  to  lay  the  metro* 
polis  in  aflies,  and  firike  at  the  very  founda- 
tions of  the  national  wealth  and  credit.  Such 
was  the  opinion  maintained  by  the  lord  chief 
jjuftice  of  the  king's  bench  in  parliament,  and 
by  another  judge  on  the  bench ;  but  no  pro- 
ceeding in  either  houfe  had  ihewn  that  fuch  a 
notion  was  entertained ;  and  if  all  the  trials 
were  perufeel,    from    the  firft    unhappy  man 

brought 
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brought  to   the  bar    of  the  Old   Bailey,  up  chap, 
to   lord  George  Gordon,  it  would  be  found   ^ij, 
that  he  alone  was  charged  with  high  treafon.      x78d' 
He  was  both  leader  and   army  in  this  great 
machination  againft  the  ftate  ;  not  one  of  his 
fubalterns    having    rifen   above  .  the    humble 
charge  of  felony.     The  progrefs  of  the  riots, 
as  well  as  the  evidence  on  the  trials,  would 
prove   the    futility   of  imputing    them   to    a 
regular  fcheme,  or  deep-laid  plot  againft  the 
country. 

The  other  reafon  which  might  juftify 
government  for  the  orders  they  had  iffued,  was 
their  belief  that  the  fubftitution  of  the  military 
for  the  civil  power  was,  in  all  cafes  of  tumult 
and  riot,  fate,  eafy,  and  conftitutional.  If  this 
doctrine  was  to  be  eftabliihed,  farewel  to  free- 
dom !  If  this  was  law,  the  country  would  be 
reduced  to  a  military  government  of  the  very 
worft  fpecies,  including  all  the  mifchiefs  of  de£- 
potifm,  without  the  difcipline  or  the  fecurity* 
But  it  was  faid  the  bcft  protection  againft  this 
evil  was  found  in  the  virtue,  moderation, 
and  conftitutional  principles  of  the  fovereign. 
Though  he  contemplated  thofe  virtues  with  as 
much  reverence  as  any  man,  he  trufted  fuch  a 
fpecies  of  liberty  would  never  difgrace  the 
Britiih  foil.  Liberty,  tefting  on  the  virtuous 
inclinations  of  any  one  man,  was  butfufpend- 
ed  defpotifm;  the  fword  was  not,  indeed,  on 
the  necks  of  the  people,  but  it  hung  by  the 
fmall  and  brittle  thread  of  human  will 

After  along  debate,  in  which  the  conduct 
of  government  in  the  fuppreflion  of  the  riots, 
and"  the  indictment  of  lord  George  Gordon 
were  ably  defended,  the  firft  of  Mr.  Sheridan's 
motions  was  withdrawn,  the  fecond  negatived 

u  b  3  by 
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chap,  by    a  confulerable   majority, *    and   the   third! 

XL.  without  a  divifion. 

1780.  The   aiTociations   and   their   delegates  had, 

Petition  durino-  the  whole  feffion,  ens-aged  much  atten- 

o£  the  <-j    cj 

delegates,  tion  of  parliament.  In  the  debate  on  the 
ift  Nov.  king's  fpeech,  lord  Abingdon  expreffed  his  ex- 
pectations, that  through  them  a  new  order  of 
affairs  would  be  introduced,  which  would 
render  uielefs  fuch  minutiae  as  addreffes.  He 
wifhed  the  people  might  obtain  a  new  magna 
charta,  a  new  declaration  of  rights ;  for  the 
prefent  government  was  arbitrary ;  a  fyftcm 
of  defpotiim  ruling  by  will,  and  not  by  law. 
13th  Mar.  3Vtr.  Adam  had  juitlv  ftigmatized  thefe  commit- 
tees  for  fpreading  baleful  effeels  over  the  whole 
country,  and  affording  encouragement  to  its 
enemies.  The  American  con grefs  made  them 
a  principal  engine  in  encouraging  the  people  of 
the  colonies  to  periift  in  rebellion,  and  in  their 
publications  defcanted  on  the  diftracYions  occa- 
iioned  in  Great  Britain  by  the  committees  of 
affociation,  as  inducements  to  perfeverance. 
Thefe  committees,  he  laid,  did  not  confine 
themfeives  to  public  tranfactions,  the  encourage- 
ment  of  the  enemy,  the  difturbance  of  peace, 
or  the  prevention  of  domeftic  unanimity  ;  but 
bafely  and  unjuftifiably  attempted  to  ruin  the 
characters  of  individuals  who  oppofed  their 
views.  He  verified  the  affertion  by  reading 
an  advertifement  of  the  Weitminiter  commit- 
tee, reflecting  on  himfelf  fo  grofsly  and  unwar- 
rantably, that  even  thofe  members  of  parliament 
who  were  molt  attached  to  the  aiTociations, 
difavowed  any  fhare  in  the  tranfacfion. 

id  April,        The  principle  and  legality  of  thefe  affocia- 
17^. 
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tions,  and  particularly  the  dangerous  fyftcm  of  chap. 
fending  delegates,  came  more  fully  into  difeuf-    ^^ 
fion,  when  a  petition  figned  by  thirty-two  of     *7»i- 
thefe  mock  representatives  of  unconftitutional 
constituents,  was  offered  to  the  houfe  by  Mr. 
Duncombe,  and  afterwards,  on  the  motion  of  8th May. 
Sir  George   Savile  for  referring  it  to  a  com- 
mittee.    The  petition  was  founded  on  that  from 
Yorkshire,  prefentedto  the  laft  parliament,  and 
fupported  by  nearly  the  fame  arguments,  with 
the  addition  of  thofe  which  refulted  from  the 
famous  refolutions  on  the  increaring  influence 
of  the  crown. 

Besides  the  objections  to  the   contents  of 
the   petition,  it  was  reprobated  as  being  figned 
by  men  who  had  notorioufly  affumed  the  un- 
conftitutional character  of  delegates  and  com- 
mittee men,  who  aifembled   in  that  capacity, 
formed  refolutions,  and  published  them  in  news- 
papers ;    all  which  proceedings   were  founded 
in   a  dcfign  to  awe  and  controul  parliament. 
The  houfe  was  cautioned   by  lord  Fielding,  to 
beware  of  conjuring  up  a  fpirit  which  the  tre- 
mendous events    of  laft  year  alone  had  laid. 
How  far  that  fpirit  would  have  extended,  was 
difficult  to  fay;    but  the  difcontinuance  of  its 
operation  was   fudden   and  remarkable.     The 
aifociated  bodies   had  adjourned  or  dillblved  ; 
converfation  had  undergone  a  material  change; 
appeals  to  the  people  on  the  fubjec't  of  recur- 
ring to  firft  principles  were  no  longer  made,  and 
even news-paperS  ccafed  to  be  declamatory  and 
violent.     Mr.  Courtenay  attacked  thefe  confe- 
deracies with  poignant  raillery  ;   comparing  the 
soTociations  to  felf-erecled  political  hand-pofts, 
placed  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  to  ihv\y  the 
people  what  path  they  iliould  purfue.     He  ani- 

BB3  mad  verted 
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C  ^t^  P*  niad  verted    with   feyerity  on    the    characters 


XL. 


of  the  delegates. 


.  f*  Their  wife  Divan,  the  belt  companions  grace, 
Chiefs  out  of  war,  and  members  out  of  place, 
Who  fondly  mingle  in  their  hope-fill'd  bowl 
The  feaft  of  reafon  and  the  flow  of  foul." 

The  defence  of  the  committees  and  their 
delegates    was    principally  founded    on    the 
want  of  a  pofitive  prohibitory  law.  Sir  George 
Savile's  motion  was  rejected.  ■ 
Motions         The  re-election  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  a 
refpeaing   feat  in  parliament  furnifhed  a  topic  for  fere- 
PaiiS*1    ra*  motions,    in  which  Fox   difplayed    great 
bitternefs  of  invective;    Sir    Hugh  anfwered 
with  temper  and  dignity,  and  the  transactions 
of  the  courts-martial  on  him  and  Keppel  were 
often  difcmTed;  but  the  fubjecthad  long  ceafed 
to  intereft  the  public. 
s%th  June.       Late  in  the  feflion,  Fox  moved  for  a  corn- 
Morion  for  mjttee  to  confider  of  the  American  war;  and 
teethe    intimated  his  intention  of  propoimg  a  refo- 
American   lution,   "  that  minifters  ought  immediately  to 
take   every   meafure    for     concluding    peace 
with  the  colonies."     In  fupport  of  this  pro- 
portion, he  defcanted    on   the    circumhances 
of  the  war,  including  even  the  lateft  intelli- 
gence, and  inferring  the  abfolyte  impoffibility 
of  conquem 

The  motion  operated  as  a  kind  of  teft  on 
the  new  members ;  moil  of  the  fpeeches  con- 
tained fome  general  principles,  or  profeffions 
of  political  faith,  and  many  of  them  hiftoricai 
reviews  of  the  origin  and  conduct  of  the  war. 
In  anfwer  to  fome  obfervations,  reflecting  on 
the  political  conduct  of  the  late  earl  of  Cha~ 

t  aiz  to  135. 
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iham,  Mr.  Pitt  made  a  fpeech  of  extraordi- 
nary ability,  vindicating  the  whole  parlia- 
mentary conduct  of  his  father  refpecting  Ame-  i7si 
rica,  as  perfectly  conliltent.  The  earl  had 
always  heartily  reprobated  the  principle,  pro- 
erefs,  and  ultimate  objects  of  the  war,  and 
never  gave  a  vote  or  oj)imon  m  contradiction 
to  thole  fentiments.  The  only  obfervation  of 
lord  Chatham,  on  which  a  contrary  inference 
could  be  founded,  was  an  alfertion  that  Great 
Britain  had  a  right  to  impofc  duties  for 
regulation  of  commerce,  duties  incidental  to 
the  exteniion  of  trade,  calculated  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  both  countries ;  but  not  a 
tax  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  America,  to  be 
remitted  to  England,  and  difpofed  of  by  par- 
liament. 

After  explaining  his  father's  fentiments, 
Mr.  Pitt  ftated  his  own.  The  American  war 
had  been  defended,  he  faid,  with  uncommon 
fervour;  one  member,  in  the  heat  of  his  zeal, 
had  termed  it  a  holv  war,  and  feveral  others 
had  been  reprehended  for  calling  it  a  wicked, 
or  accurfed  war.  For  his  part,  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  and  would  affirm  it  to  be  a  molt 
accurfed,  wicked;  barbarous,  cruel,  unnatural, 
unjuft,  and  diabolical  war;  conceived  in  in- 
juflice,  nurtured  and  brought  forth  in  folly; 
its  footfteps  marked  with  blood,  llaughter, 
pcrfecution,  and  devaluation.  It  contained 
every  characteriftic  of  moral  depravity  and 
human  turpitude,  was  pregnant  with  every 
fpecies  of  mifchief,  and  threatened  with  de- 
ftruttion  the  miferable  people,  who  were  the 
object  of  thofe  black  refentments  by  which 
it  was  engendered.  The  mifchiefs,  however, 
recoiled  on  the  unhappy  people  of  England, 
who  were  made  the  inftruments  to  effect,  thefe 

c  b  4  wicked 
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chap,  wicked  purpofes.     The  nation  was  drained  of 
its  bed  blood  and  its  vital  refources   in  men 


-  17S1.      and  money.     The  expence  was  enormous,  the 
return    nothing    but    a   feries   of    ineffective 
victories,    or    difgraceful    defeats ;     victories 
only  celebrated  with  momentary  triumph  over 
our  brethren,   or  defeat   which   filled  the  land 
with  mourning  for  the  lots  of  dear  and  valu- 
able  relations,  {lain  in  the  impious  conteft  for 
enforcing  unconditional  fubmiffion  ;  or  narra- 
tives of  the  glorious  exertions  of  men   ftrusc- 
gling  in   the  holy    caufe   of  liberty,   though 
(truggling  under  all  the  difficulties   and  dif- 
advantages   generally    deemed   the   neceffaiy 
concomitants  of  vieiory  and   fuccefs.     What 
Engljfhman,  on  reading  the  narratives  of  thefe 
bloody  and  well-fought  contefls,   could  refrain 
from  lamenting  the  lofs  of   BritiiJi  blood  in 
fuch  a  caufe  ?   or  from  weeping  on   whichever 
fide  viciory  might  incline?  to  this  melancholy 
confideration   might  be  added,    that  we   per- 
ceived only  our  natural  and  powerful  enemies, 
or  lukewarm  and  faith lefs  friends,    rejoicing 
in  our  calamities,  and  meditating  our  ultimate 
downfall.     The  motion  was  negatived. u 
18th  July.       The  king  terminated  the  feffion  at  an  un- 
felfonf1  C  ufually  advanced  period;  thanking  parliament 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
expreffing  his  earneft  de.fi re  of  peace,   though 
he  would  not  accept  that  bleiTing  on  terms 
inconfjftent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,    and   the   permanent  intereft   and 
fecurity  of  the  people. 

u  172  to  99. 
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CHAPTER    THE    FORTY-FIRSTt 

17  80  —  1  7  S  1. 

Attack  of  the  French  on  Jerfey. — Progrefs 
of  the  /lege  of  Gibraltar.  —  Mi  fry,  and  re- 
lief of  the  garrifon.  —  Brave  fortie.  —  The 
enemy  land  in  Minorca.  —  Naval  actions  in 
the  Channel  —  and  off  the  Dogger  Bank. — 
Tranfactions  in  the  Weft  Indies.  —  Capture 
of  Saint  Euftatia  ;  — Demarary  ;  — Ifequibo, 
and  Berbice.  —  The  French  fleet  reinforc- 
ed. —  Capture  of  Tobago.  — Tranfactions  in 
America.  —  Lord  Cornxcallis  reinforced.  — 
ArnoUVs  expedition  to  Virginia. — Mutiny 
in  the  American  army.  —  rlarleton  defeated 
at  the  Co: -pens.  —  Lord  Comical  I  is' s  incur- 
Jion  into  North  Carolina.  —  Royal  ftandard 
erected  at  Hillsborough:  —  Majfacre  of  the 
ioyalifis. — Battle  of  Guildford.  — LordCorn- 
teal  lis  invades  Virginia.  —  Lord  Razcdon  de- 
feats the  enemy  at  Hobkirk's  Hill.  —  Cam- 
den evacuated.  -  -Succefs  of  the  enemy  in  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  —  Sufpenjion  of  ope- 
rations. —  Execution  of  colonel  Haynes.  — 
Battle  at  Futures. — Expedition  of  the  enemy 
againft  Portsmouth.  —  General  Phillips  ra- 
vages Virginia.  —  Arrival  of  lord  Cor nvallis. 
—  His  purfuit  of  La  Fayette.  —  Succefs  of 
Tarleton  and  Simcoe.  — Projects  of  the  enemy 
again  f  New  York.  —  Clinton  requires  troops 
from  Virginia.  —  Countermands  the  order.  — 
Lord  Cor nxvallis  flations  hiwfelf at  York  and 
Gloucefler.  —  Arrival  of  the  French  —  and 
Englijh  fleets.  —  Partial  action. — Arnold's 

expedition 
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expedition  to  New  London.  —  York  town  in? 
'ceiled.  —  Progrefs  of  thejiege — and  capitu? 
lotion. —  Efforts  of  Clinton  for  relief  of  lord 
Cormpallis. 

CHAP.    rpAKLY  in  i  7 S I ?  the  French  made  a  fpirited 
t^\  attempt  to  gain  poffeflion  of  Jerfey.     The 

?7$i.      remainder  of  the  legion  which  had  failed  in 
A*^k'f    177^,    with  another  raifed  by  the   prince  de 
the  French  Luxembourg,  were  placed  under  the  command 
ofljeiiey.    of  the  haron  de  llullecourt.     After  fuftaining 
fome  lofs>  and  many  difficulties  by  tempeft,  the 
baron  landed  with  eight  hundred  men  at  the 
Banc  des  Violettes ;   reached  during  night  St. 
Helier's,  the  capital,  and  took  prifoner  major 
Corbet  the  lieutenant  governor,  wjio  figned  a 
capitulation  for  the  whole  ifland.     Fortunately 
other  officers  were  not  infected  with  the  fame 
fpirit  of  timidity  :  major  Pierfon,  on  whom  the 
command  devolved,  collected  the  troops,  avail- 
ed the  invaders,   who  were  concentred  in  the 
marketplace,  wrounded  llullecourt,  flew  aconfi- 
derable  number,  and  compelled  the  remainder  to 
furrender  ;   but  he  did  not  furvive  to  eniov  the 
fruits  of  his  valour  ;  aim  oil  the  laft  fhot  lired  by 
the  enemy  deprived  him  of  life,  and  he  fell  in 
the  prime  of  youth,  and  in  the  moment  of  glory. 
6th  June.     Corbet   was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  de- 
fervedly  fentenced  to  befuperfeded  in  his  cam- 
miffion  of  lieutenant  governor. a 
Progrefs  Meanwhile   the   Spaniards    continued   to 

©f  Gibraf-  direct  a  great  portion  of  their  ftrength  againft 
tar.  Gibraltar.     After  the  departure  of  Rodney  they 

*?So'      attempted,  by  means  of  fire-ihips,  to  burn  the 
7th  June,    flee t  in  the    bay  ;  but  were   repulfed  by   the 
valour  and  judgment  of  the  Britiih  failors,  af- 

»  Befides  the  Hiftories,  periodical  Works  and  Gazettes,  fee  the 
Life  of  General  Dumouriez,  vol.  i.  p.  445. 

lifted 
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Med  by  a  well  directed  fire  from  the  garrifon.  chap. 
Notwithftanding  this  failure,  they  formed  a  XLK 
blockade,  and  the  probabilities  of  relief  were  '178*. 
diminished  by  a  fupcefsful  negotiation  with  the 
emperor  of  Morocco  for  farming-  the  ports  of 
Tangier,  Tctuan,  and  Larache,  from  which 
fupplies  and  information  had  been  hitherto  fre- 
quently obtained.  This  advantage  was  gained 
by  the  Spaniards  in  confequence  of  a  blameable 
negligence  of  the  Britim  miniftry.  On  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities,  propofals  were 
made  to  the  emperor  of  Morocco  for  firming 
thefe  ports,  but  far  from  acceding  to  a  propor- 
tion fo  injurious  to  the  Engliih,  he  imparted  it 
to  general  Elliot,  requiring  only,  as  the  price 
of  his  friendfhip,  naval  (lores  for  three  veifels, 
to  protect  his  coafls  againft  the  incenfed  Spa- 
niards, the  value  of  which  did  not  exceed  fifteen 
hundred  pounds.  Elliot,  ftruck  with  this  difin- 
tereitednefs,  advifed  the  Britim  government 
to  double  the  emperor's  demand,  in  order  to 
retain  fo  valuable  a  friend  ;  but  he  had  the 
mortification,  on  Rodney's  arrival,  to  find  that 
he  brought  no  anfwer  to  the  requeft.  Ample 
time  was  afterwards  allowed  for  the  miniftry 
to  repair  their  overfight;  but  after  repeated  ap- 
plications to  the  Britim  conful  to  learn  the 
fuccefs  of  his  application,  the  Mooriih  mo- 
narch gradually  withdrew  his  countenance 
and  protection.  He  firft  permitted  the  Spa- 
niards to  capture  Britiih  veifels  within  his 
ports,  his  officers  anfwering  the  remonftrances 
of  Mr.  Logie,  the  conful,  with  harihnefs  and 
infult.  Soon  afterwards  the  emperor  command-  20th  o&, 
ed  Mr.  Logie  to  be  conducted  into  his  prefence, 
and  after  reproaching  the  Englifh  nation  in 
terms  of  great  bittemefs,  ordered  him  to  make 
fiis  abode  at  Sallce.     The  conful  had  the  addrefs 

to 
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CHAP,  to  foften  his  refentment,  and  even  obtained  a 
XLI-      temporary  protection   for  his  "re4Iow-fubjects  ; 
but  the  Spaniards  ftill  augmenting  their  offers, 
while  no   counter-propofal  Mas  made   by  the 
*§tht>Tov.   Britifh  miniftry,   the  emperor  at  length  con- 
tented to  baniih  the  fubjecls  of  the  crown  of 
England  from  his   dominions.     He  not  only 
continued  unmoved  by  the  intreaties  and  re- 
monftrances  of  Mr.    Logic,   but  increafed  his 
fe  verity  by  alienating  the  port  of  Tangier  to 
Spain,  in  confequence  of  which  the  conful  and 
all  the  Englilh  were  made  priibners,  and  treated 
with  great  inhumanity,  till  the  court  of  Madrid 
confentcd  to  their  reieafe. 
pjftrefsof       This  event  was  a  fevere  misfortune  to  the 
the  gam-    Jjefleged  garrifon,  wjtao  had   almoft  confumed 
the  fupplies  brought  by  Rodney,   and  were  re- 
duced to  the  utmoftdiftrefs,  which  the  Spaniards 
increafed   by  intercepting    fmail    vefi'els    from 
Minorca  and  other  ports,  and   by  destroying 
the  gardens  without   the  lines.     The  fcurvy 
made  dreadful  ravages,  and  the  garrifon  expe- 
rienced the  molt  exccllive  mifery. b 
slth  April       From  this  extremity  pi"  wretchednefs  they 
Reeved     were  at  length  relieved  by  admiral  Darby,  who 


by  Darby. 


b  As  a  proof  of  the  extreme  diflrefs  of  the  garrifon  during  this 
period,  the  following  are  felefted  from  a  leng  Hit  of  articles  which 
had  advanced  to  prices  proportionately  exorbitant.  Frefh  beef, 
veal,  and  mutton  4^.  io{d.;  corned  beef  z  s.  jj  d.  ;  potatoes  z  j. 
6d. ;  Sugar  17  s.  1  d.  and  buiicuit  duft  from  io</,  ton.  per  pound. 
The  hind  quarter  of  a  fheep,  wit})  the  head  and  tail,  £.  7.  10  ;.  j  a 

{dntofmilk  and  water  1  s.  3  d. ;  a  living  pig  £.  9.  141.9^.  a  few 
arge  with  pigs  £.  20.  ;  a  goat  and  kid  /.  13.;  a  milch  cow  50 
guineas,  refei  ving  to  the  vendor  a  pint  sf  milk  per  diem.  The  weekly 
allowance  of  the  foldur  (and  many  had  children  to  maintain  out  of 
it)  was  5  pounds  and  a  quarter  of  bread  ;  13  cz.  of  fait  beef;  13  oz. 
ot  pnk,  both  almoft  in  a  (rate  of  putrescence  ;  2  oz.  and  |  of  bmter, 
little  better  than  rancid  oil  ;  12  oz.  of  raifins  ;  half  a  pintofpeaie;  a 

fiint  of  Spanifh  beans  j  a  pint  of  wheat,  which  they  ground  into  flour 
or  puddings  ;   4  oz.  of  rice,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  oil :  the  inha- 
bitants had  no  aififtance  from  the  (tores. 

convoyed 
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convoyed,  with  the  grand  fleet,  near  a  hundred   chap* 
mips  laden  with  provifions.     The  garrilbn  had    J^j 
been  apprifed  of  his  approach,  and  at  day-break      1781. 
his   fleet  was  deferred  from  the  fignal  houfe, 
though   not   vet  difcenvible   from  below,    by 
reafon  of  a  thick   mift.     But  when  the  riling 
fun  difperfed  the  vapour,  the  anxious  garrilbn 
were  erratiiied  with  the  view  of  the  whole  con- 
voy,  led  by  feveral  men  of  war,  fteefing  towards 
them   in   a    compact  body.     The   ftores    were 
landed  in  fpite  of  oppofition  from  the  Spanifh 
gun-boats   and  land-batteries,  and  Darby,  hav- 
ing completed  his  tafk,  failed  for  the  Channel. 

The  joy  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  re-  The  town 
ceived,  however,  a  fevere  check  ;  for  the  fleet  b°mba£'d" 
was  fcarcely  moored,  when  the  Spaniards  opened 
a  fevere  battery  and  bombardment  on  the  gar- 
rifon and  town.  The  fire  impaired  the  fortifi- 
cations, brought  down  large  quantities  of  ftonC 
and  rubbifh  from  the  rock,  which  blocked  up 
the  way  and  rendered  repairs  difficult  and  by 
deftroying  the  dwellings  and  warehoufes,  laid 
open  thofe  ftores  of  provifion  which  the  mer- 
chants had  amaifed  to  deal  out  in  fcanty  por- 
tions, and  at  exorbitant  prices.  The  foldiery 
indulged  in  licentious  plunder  and  wanton 
defrruetion;  drunkennefs  and  infubordination 
threatened  the  moft  fatal  effects,  but  were  fup- 
prefled  by  a  judicious  mixture  of  temporary  for- 
bearance, and  fubfequent  wholefome  fe verity. 

The  Spaniards  now  appeared  to  have  re- 
nounced all  thoughts  of  a  blockade  :  provifions 
were  received  without  reftraint,  and  a  feeond 
convoy  from  England,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Curtis,  quieted  every  appichenuori.  But 
the  heavy  cannonades,  andprofafe  difcharges  of 
fliells,   both  from  batteries  and  gun-boats,  dailj 

jl  .  'Tailed 
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chap,   harraffed the  garrifon,  while  the  works  of  the 
xli.      befiegers  proceeded  with  an  alarming-  rapidity, 

^gi.  As  a  protection  againit  the  gun  and  mortar 
boats,  Elliot  cut  down  fome  brigs,  and  convert- 
ed them  into  prames  furnifhed  with  artillery. 
His  judicious  and  well  direcled  fire  did  tre- 
mendous execution,  blew  up  batteries  and 
proftrated  works  ;  but  the  diligence  and  perfe- 
verance  of  the  befiegers  (till  enabled  them  to 
continue  their  approaches ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing every  opposition,  their  fourth  line  was 
completed,  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of 
the  walls,  and  fo  ftrong  as  to  relift  the  fire  of 
the  garrifon. 

Fewer  lives  ""ere  loft  in  thefe  tremendous 
affaults  than  would  naturally  be  imagined,  as 

izth  Apr.    in  a  period  of  fifty  days  of  the  moll  violent  at- 

JJk'  tack  on  the  town  and  garrifon,  during  which 

the  enemy  were  computed  to  expend  fifty-fix 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty  mot,  and 
twenty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  ihells,  not  more  than  feventy  were  killed 
and  wounded.  The  troops  were  accuftomed, 
after  fix  months  bombardment,  to  the  difeharge 
and  effeet  of  heavy  artillery;  the  firing  of  the 
enemy  had  ihewn  the  weak  places  in  the  for- 
tification, which  the  governor  and  engineers 
were  indefatigable  in  ftrengthenging,  fo  that 
the  garrifon  was  in  fact  in  a  better  ftate  of  de- 
fence than  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack. 

aCthNov.  To  free  himfelf,  however,  from  the  conti- 
guity of  the  enemy,  Elliot  executed  a  bold  and 
fortunate  enterprize.  Having  received  from 
a  deferter  correct  information  of  the  pofition, 
itreugth,  and  guards  of  the  enemy,  he  ordered 
all  the  orenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  together  with  the  twelfth  regiment,  and 
~  3  the 


Successful 
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the  German  regiment  called  Hardenberg's, c  to  chap. 
avTemble  on  the  fands  at  midnight,  and  affail  xli. 
thofe  ftupendous  works,  the  conftrue~tion  of  \~7uf 
which  liad  coft  fo  much  labour  and  expence. 
With  laudable  prudence,  the  general  kept  his 
intentions  profoundly  iecret  till  after  fun-fet 
On  the  evening  when  they  were  to  be  executed: 
the  remaining  interval  was  paft  in  confultation, 
and  the  arrangement  of  meafures  for  marring 
fuccefs.  Tire  detachment  confuted  01  two 
thoufand  and  fourteen  men,  befides  three  hun- 
dred failors :  they  were  commanded  by  briga- 
dier general  Uofs,  but  the  valiant  governor 
of  the  garrifon  attended  in  perfon.  Although 
his  orders  to  oblerve  profound  filence  were 
itrictly  obeyed,  the  enemy  were  alarmed,  and 
their  centries  fired  on  the  detachment.  The 
Britilh  troops  having  now  no  refource  but  their 
impetuous  courage,  preifed  refolutely  forward  ; 
the  Spaniards  fled  in  every  direction,  and  in  ait 
hour,  by  the  induttry  and  judgment  of  the 
pioneers  and  artillery,  the  flames  burft  forth 
from  every  quarter  of  the  works,  illuminating 
the  troops  and  all  the  fin  rounding  objects  with 
a  grand  and  horrific  glare.  The  detachment 
regained  the  fortrefs  in  fafetv,  alter  laving 
trains  to  the  magazines,  which,  throwing  up> 
large  manes  of  timber  in  their  explofion,  aug- 
mented the  conflagration.  It  was  lingular 
that  the  Spaniards  made  no  effort  to  protect 
their  works  or  prevent  retreat ;  they  were  fa 
little  ap'prehenfive  of  a  fortie,  that  the  report 
of  the  commanding  officer  was  found  alreadv 
written  againft  the  relief  of  guard,   declaring 


c  It  «rai  a  remarkable  circumftance  that  thefc  :  wo  regiments, 
fubjects  of  different  powers,  and  fclecl-d  far  this  fei  vice,  fought  fide 
by  fidi  at  the  battle  or'  Mindtrn. 

that 
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chap,  that  •' nothing  extraordinary"  had  happened.- 
xli.  The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Britiih  convifted  in 
i;8i.  four  privates  killed,  one  lieutenant  with  twen- 
ty-four non-commilnoned  officers  and  privates 
wounded,  and  one  milling;  and  great  part  of 
this  cafualty  was  occafioned  by  two  of  the 
divifions  firing  on  each  other  in  the  dark  by 
miftake.  Ten  thirteen-ineh  mortars,  and  eigh- 
teen twenty-fix  pounders  were  fpiked  in  the 
works ;  and  the  deliberation  and  order  ob- 
served were  lb  perfect,  that  neither  mufket, 
working- tool,  nor  any  other  implement  was1 
loft.  The  fuccefs  exceeded  the  molt  ianguine 
expectation,  and  juftified  the  expreffion  of  the 
general  in  his  public  orders,  that  "  the  bra- 
very and  conduct  of  the  whole  detachment, 
officers,  failors  and  foldiers,  on  the  glorious 
occafion,  furpafied  his  warmeft  acknowledge- 
ments." 
Theenemy  While  the  Spaniards  were  exerting  their 
tend  in  force  in  unavailing  attempts  on  Gibraltar,  they 
alio  undertook,  in  conjunction  with  the  French, 
the  conqueft  of  Minorca.  With  a  combined 
force  of  fix  teen  thoufand  men,  commanded  bv 
the  duke  de  Crillon,  and  a  fuitable  train  of 
20th  Aug.  artillery,  they  effected  a  landing,  and  com- 
menced the  fiege  of  St  Philip's  cattle,  the  prin- 
cipal fortrefs  of  the  ifland.  Their  progrefs  was 
not,  however,  commenfurate  to  their  expecla- 
tions,  and  the  year  was  wafted  in  unfuccefsful 
efforts. 
Naval  After  convoying  this  armament,  the  com-" 

a^'°?sm  bined  fleets,  amounting  to  feventy  fail,  fifty  of 
nei,  "  which  were  of  the  line,  and  fome  of  the  largels 
rate,  reached  the  coait  of  England,  and  oc- 
cupied the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  from  the 
Hlands  of  Scilly  to  Uihant.  The  definition  of 
the  Englifh  marine  was  now  confidently  ex- 
pected. 


GEORGE     III.  385 

pe&ed;    but  admiral  Darby  having  received   chap, 
information  of  the  approach  and  ftrength  of  J^J^,, 
the  enemy,  prudently  retired,  with  only  twenty-      »78i. 
one  fail  of  the  line,  into  Torbay,  to  await  an 
attack.     The  French  and  Spanifh  commanders 
however  differed  in  opinion,  and  in  a  council 
of  war,  the  proportion  to  aifail  the  Englifh 
fquadron  in  harbour  was  over-ruled  by  a  large 
majority.     After  fome  unavailing  attempts  to  Sept, 
intercept    the    homeward-bound    trade,    this 
mighty  armament  was,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  year,   compelled,   by  the   ficknefs  of  the 
crews,  and  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  mips,  to 
return  to  port  without  effecting  any  exploit 
worthy  of  notice.     Darby,  now  reinforced' to 
thirty  fail  of  the  line,   cruifed  with  fo  much 
vigilance  and  fuccefs,  that  the  Britiih  trade  was 
fecure  from  moleftation. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year,  many  naval  events  Engage- 
occurred  highly  honourable  to  the  naval  cha-  ment  be- 
racter  of  the  nation.     Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  Parkerand 
returning  from  the  Baltic  with  a  convoy,  was  Zouttman. 
encountered   near  the  Dogger  Bank   by  the  5l*»Aug. 
Dutch  admiral  Zouttman,  with  a  force  confi- 
derably  fuperior,  both  in  number  and  condition. 
The  Dutch  did  not,  like  their  new  allies  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  avoid  an  engagement ; 
but  both  admirals  having  taken  the  necelfarv 
meafures  for  the  fafety  of  their  convoys,  com- 
menced an   action  in  which  ikill,  judgment, 
and  valour,  were  equally  confpicuous  on  either 
fide.     They  did  not  lire  till  within  muiketihot, 
and  continued  with  unremitting  fury  for  three 
hours  and  a  half.     The  difabled  fleets  lay-to 
for  fome  time,  repairing  their  damages,  when 
the  Dutch  admiral  bore  away,  unoppofed,  for 
the  Texel,  Parker  not  being  in  a  condition  to 
attempt  purfuit.     Both  fquadrons  fuffered  fe- 

vol.  in.  c  c  verely  ; 
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chap,  verely  ;  the  Englifli  loft  one  hundred  and  four 
!__"  _  __'  j   killed,    and    three  hundred    and    thirty-nine 
»i**«     wounded  ;    the   Dutch  did  not  publiili  their 
official  return,  but  their  killed  and  wounded 
were   calculated   at  twelve   hundred.      Their 
ihips  were  dreadfully  mattered;  the  Hollandia 
funk  in  the  night  after  the  engagement,  with  all 
her  wounded  on  board,  and  the  reft  could  with 
difficulty  be  kept  above  water  till  they  reached 
the  port.  Although  no  advantage  of  capture  re- 
flated to  the  Britifh  fleet,  the  glory  of  victory 
Avas  theirs,  and  the  Dutch  convoy  was  unable  to 
proceed   on   its   voyage.     The   brave  admiral, 
on  his  return  to  the  Nore,  received  the  honour 
of  a  royal  vifit  on  board  his  fliip;  but  no  acis 
of  civility  or  condefcenfion  could  alter  his  re- 
solution of  refigning  his  command,  which  was 
imputed  to  indignation    at  the   infufficiency 
and  bad  condition  of  his  fleet. 
Unfuccefs-      ^N  tne  Weft  Indies,  the  perfidy  and  ingra^ 
*ul  attempt  titude  of  the  Dutch  received  a  fevere  correc- 
~"  St*  ,     tion.     Sir  George  Rodney  returning  towards 
the   clofe  of  the  preceding  year  from    New 
'  York,    made,    in     conjunction    with    general 
Vaughan,  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to   recapture  St. 
3d  Feb.      Vincent's.      Being    foon  afterwards   apprized 
Capture  of  0f  ^}ie  rUpture  with   Holland,  he   furrounded 
tea.  U  a"  with  his  fleet  St.  Euftatia,   an   ifland  of  fmall 
extent,  but  ftrongly  fortified  by  nature.     The 
inhabitants,    compofed  of  almoft  all  trading 
nations,  could  not  be  combined   in  views  of 
defence,  which  the  confternation  of  fo  hidden 
an  attack  rendered   hopelefs  ;    the  govern or> 
M.  de  Graaf,  furrendered  the  ifland,  with  its 
dependencies,  St.  Martin's  and  Saba,  and  the 
victors   poiTetrcd    themfelves    of  an   immenfe 
treafure.     No  fmall  indignation  was  excited  by 
a  difcovery  that  much  of  the  merchandize  was 

the 
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the  property  of  Britifh  fubject-s,  and  apparently   chap. 
intended  for  the  ufe  of  the  enemy.     Under    Jjji^, 
the  influence  of  this  impreffion,  the  admiral      s7Si. 
rejected  with  difdain  the  application  of   the 
merchants  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  the  neareft  Eng- 
lifli   ifland,    inforced   by  Mr.  Glanville,   their 
folicitor  o-eneral,  for  a  reftitution.     His  feveritv 
was  fuppofed  to  exceed  the  limits  of  juftice, 
and   became  the  fource  of  much  fubfequent 
litigation. d      Befides  the  property   on   more, 
valued  at  four  millions,  a  frigate  of  thirty-fix 
guns,  five  mips  of  war  of  inferior  force,  and 
a  hundred  and  fifty  fail  of  merchantmen,  were, 
taken    in  the  bay,  and   a  fleet  of  thirty  fail 
richly  laden,  with   their  convoy   a  fixty-four, 
were  purfued  and  brought  back.     The  flag  of 
Holland  was  kept  for  fome  time  flying,  and  by 
means  of  this  decoy,  feveral  French,  American, 
and  Dutch  vefleis  became  an  eafy  prey.     All 
the  remits  of  this  acquifition  were  not  however 
advantageous  to  England  :  the  neceflity  of  dif- 
pofing  of  the  merchandize  facilitated  the  pur- 
chafes  by  the  iubje6ls  of  all  neutral  powers,  who 
notwithstanding  every  precaution,  conveyed  the 
articles  to  the  enemy  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  in 
greater  plenty,  than  they  could  otherwife  have 
been   procured.      The  captured  treafurc   was 
difpatched  to  Europe  with  a   convoy  under 
commodore  Hotham,    but  twenty- five  of  the 
mips  were  taken  by  a  French  fquadron  under  ad  May, 
de  la  Motte  Piquet,  and  thus  the  wealth  of  St. 
Euftatia  continued  to  enrich  the  enemy.     The  26th  Nov* 
ifland  itfelf  was  furrendered  to  the  French  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  year,  in  amoft  difhonour- 
able  manner,  by  colonel  Cockburn. 

d  See  tlie  papers  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  xi.  p.  293.  317-  34*-« 
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Capture  of 
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the  French. 

j»th  May. 


Another  attack  on  the  property  of  the 
Dutch  was  made  by  a  fquadron  of  privateers, 
moftly  equipped  from  Briitol,  who  boldly 
entering  the  difficult,  rivers  of  Demarary  and 
Hfequibo,  captured,  under  the  very  guns  of  the 
forts,  feveral  veffels  of  confiderable  value.  The 
terrified  inhabitants  immediately  furrendered 
thefe  fettlements,  together  with  the  ifland  of 
Berhice,  to  the  governor  of  Barbadoes ;  they 
claimed  only  the  terms  allowed  to  St.  Euftatia, 
but  were  treated  with  much  greater  lenity. 

Meanwhile  a  French  fleet  of  twenty-five 
ihips  of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty  guns,  failed 
from  Breft,  commanded  by  de  Suffrein  and 
de  GralTe;  thev  had  on  board  fix  thoufand 
land  forces,  and  convoyed  a  merchant  fleet  of 
nearly  three  hundred  fail.  Twenty  of  the  veffels 
of  the  line,  and  the  fifty  gun  mip,  proceeded 
for  Fort  Royal  in  Martinique,  where  a  junc- 
tion with  the  French  fleet  already  in  that  quar- 
ter would  give  a  decided  fuperiority  over 
the  Britiih  force.  Rodney  detached  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  and  admiral  Drake,  with  feventeen  fail 
of  the  line,  to  cruize  off  Fort  Royal  Bay,  for 
the  purpofe  of  intercepting  the  French  admiral; 
an  engagement  took  place,  but  although  the 
French  were  augmented  by  reinforcements  to 
a  majority  of  fix,  they  remained  at  fo  great  a 
diftance,  that  not  one  in  ten  of  their  iliot  took 
effect.  Some  of  the  Britiih  mips,  attempting  to 
prefs  into  clofer  action,  fuffered  feverely,  but 
the  conteft  was,  on  the  whole,  undecifive  and 
unimportant. 

Ox  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffel  at  St.  Euftatia, 
in  a  lhattered  condition,  Rodney  fpeedily  com- 
pleted his  repairs,  and  proceeded  to  Barbadoes. 
The  French  commanders  having  failed  in  an 
attack  on  St.  Lucie,  were  engaged  in  the  reduc- 
tion 
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tion  of  Tobag-o.  Rodnev  with  his  whole  fleet 
came  in  fight  of  the  French  fquadron,  but  al- 
though they  no  longer  (hewed  their  ufual  dii- 
pofition  to  avoid  an  engagement,  and  he  had 
the  advantage  of  wind,  prudential  reafons 
iuftified  him  in  declining;  a  conteft  attended 
with  great  rifk  and  little  probable  advantage. 
The  ifland  was  valiantly  defended  and  iudici- 
oufly  reinforced,  and  de  Bouille,  only  eifected 
its  reduction  by  the  inhuman  and  unmilitary 
practice  of  burning  four  plantations  every  day, 
till  the  governor  capitulated.  This  conqueft 
terminated  the  military  operations  of  the  year 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  French  fleet  being 
augmented  by  five  fail  of  the  line  at  Hifpaniola, 
de  Grafle  proceeded  to  the  Chefapeak,  while 
Rodney  returned  to  Europe  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health,  leaving  the  command  of  the  fleet  to 
Sir  Samuel  Hood. 

The  transactions  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign  in  the 
Carolinas,  had  been  hiohlv  momentous.  The 
fpirit  of  difaffection  which  received  a  rude 
ihock  by  the  victory  at  Camden,  was  revived 
by  the  defeat  of  major  Fcrgufon  ;  lord  Corn- 
wallis,  though  alarmed  for  the  lafety  of  South 
Carolina,  obtained  from  Virginia  a  reinforce- 
ment of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  under 
general  Leflie,  with  whole  alhitance  he  ftill 
purfued  his  project  of  penetrating  into  North 
Carolina. 

Incited  by  the  ftate  of  Washington's  army, 
and  the  defire  ot'  making  a  divcrlion  favour- 
able to  lord  Cornwallis,  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
difpatched  brigadier-general  Arnold,  at  the 
head  of  eighteen  hundred  men,  to  eftabli/h  a 
poll  at  Portfmputh  on  Elizabeth  river,  and  to 
make  an  excursion  into  Virginia,  to  intereft  the 

c  c  3  natives 
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chap,  natives  on  that  fide,  in  order  to  favour  lord 
J^l^j  Cornwallis's  retreat,  fliould  it  become  neceffary 
.  1780.  under  the  circumflances  in  which  he  found 
14th  Dec.  hjmfeif  engaged.  Arnold  was  inftiucled  only 
to  ftrike  at  the  enemy's  magazines  if  he  could 
affect  them  without  too  much  rink,  and  to 
conciliate  the  inhabitants  by  liberal  proclama- 
tions. With  a  laudable  prudence,  which,  how- 
ever, fubfequent  events  proved  to  be  unne- 
ceffary,  Clinton  fent  with  Arnold  lieutenant- 
colonels  Dundas  and  Simcoe,  recommending 
them  as  officers  of  great  experience  and  merit, 
in  whom  he  placed  implicit  confidence,  and 
with  whom  Arnold  was  enjoined  to  confult  on 
every  operation  of  confequence.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  was  alfo  apprized  of  the  extent  and 
motives  of  this  expedition,  and  in  veiled  with 
power  to  fuperfede  Arnold  in  the  command. 
30th  Dec.  That  brave  officer  arriving  with  only  a  thou- 
fand  men  in  Hampton  road,  proceeded  up 
James  river,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  iew  days, 
deilroyed  a  valuable  cannon  foundry,  a  Iaro;e 
quantity  of  public  (lores,  and  many  velfels 
richly  laden  in  James  and  Appomatox  rivers, 
and  fueceeded  in  eftabliming  the  required  poll 
at  Portfmouth. 
s ft  Tan.  The   difcontents  in  the  American  army,  of 

1781.         which  the  Britiih  commander  had  gained  in^ 
theAn^e-"    telligence  by  intercepted  mails,  now  arofe  to 
rkanarmy.  a  tremendous  height.     They  originated  in  the 
mifery  of  the  troops  for  want  of  pay,  cloath- 
ing,   and  even  food;  congrefs  was  unable  to 
afford  the  requifite  fupplies,  and  the  army  pro- 
ceeded from  murmurs  to  open  complaint,  and 
at  length  to  revolt.     With  the  year  the  term 
of  inliftment   of  feveral   corps   expired ;    and 
the   whole  Penfylvania   line,  taking   advant- 
age of  the  period,  difmiffed  their  officers,  and 
'^'  feizing 
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feizino*  fix  field  pieces,  declared  their  refolu-    chap. 
tion  to  obtain  juftice  from  congrefs  at  Phila-    t^^JJ 
delphia.     Sir  Henry  Clinton  hoping  to  derive      1781, 
advantage   from  this   critical   revolt,    offered 
protection  and  pardon,  and  a  full  liquidation  of 
all  demands,  to   thofe    who    would  join  him, 
ftipulating  only  for  allegiance  and  fubmiffion 
to  the  Britifh  government ;  and  not  even  re- 
quiring their  fervice  in  the  royal  army,  unlefs 
they  would  enter  as  volunteers.     The  revolt- 
ers,  however,  inltead  of  yielding*  to  thefe  pro- 
miles,  gave  up  the   Britiih  melfengers  to  ge- 
neral Wayne,  their  commanding  officer,  and 
congrefs  having  fent  commiiiioners  to  nego- 
tiate an  arrangement,  mutual  conceffions  were 
made,  and  half  the  revolters  returned  to  the  15th  Jan, 
fervice.     Thus   this  great  event  produced  no 
other    confequence  than   that   of  facilitating 
general  Arnold's  progrefs,  by  preventing  Wash- 
ington from  fending  detachments   to  oppofe 
him. 

Such  was  the  general  refult  of  operations  State  of 
defigncd  to  favour  lord  Cornwallis.  When  thearraies* 
that  nobleman  commenced  the  campaign, 
general  Greene  was  encamped  near  Hick's 
Creek  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Pedee.,  with  a 
force  confining  only  of  two  thoufand  three? 
hundred  and  feven  men,  of  whom  more  than 
half  were  militia  ;  while  lord  Cornwallis  had 
under  his  command,  at  Wvnnefborouo-h  and 
adjacent  places,  five  thoufand  live  hundred  re- 
gulars,  beiides  a  numerous  militia. 

Greene  detached  live  hundred  and  forty-  Tarleton 
men,  under  general  Morgan,  to  gain  the  wef-  defeated  at 
tern  frontiers  of  South  Carolina,  and  threaten 
the  Britiili  poll  at  Ninety-Six,  while  the  re- 
maining force  alarmed  the  country  in  front  of 
Camden.  Lord  Cornwallis,  preparatory  to  his 
invaiion  of  North  Carolina,  detached  colonel 

c  C  t  Tarleton 


the  Cow- 
pens. 
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chap.  Tarleton  with  one  thoufand  men  asainft  Mor- 

vr  T  ^  m  O 

Ci^^j  ganj  and  to  favour  this  clefign,  himfelf  moved 
1 78 1.  towards  Turkey  Creek,  but  was  prevented 
J7thjan.  from  effectual  co-operation.  Tarleton,  after  a 
fatiguing  march,  found  the  enemy  at  a  place 
called  the  Cowpens,  augmented  by  reinforce- 
ments to  an  equality  in  point  of  numbers  with 
himfelf,  but  inferior  in  cavalry.  Pie  attacked 
them  with  his  ufual  impetuofity,  and  having 
defeated  the  fir  ft  and  feeond  line,  was  in  hopes 
of  a  complete  victory.  Some  miftake  however 
appears  to  have  prevented  the  charge  of  the 
Britifh  cavalry  in  time  to  hinder  the  Ameri- 
cans from  rallying,  they  became  in  their  turn 
the  aifailants,  drove  back  the  fatigued  and 
unfupported  infantry ;  terror  fpread  on  every 
fide ;  the  legion  cavalry  difgracefully  fled,  re- 
gardlefs  of  repeated  commands,  while  the  in- 
fantry were  flaiu  or  captured  to  the  number  of 
fcven  hundred.  Tarleton  himfelf,  at  the  head 
of  fourteen  officers,  and  about  forty  men  of 
the  feventeenth  regiment  of  dragoons,  cut  his 
way  through  the  oppofmg  cavalry,  and  reached 
lord  Cornwallis.  The  Americans  sained  great 
honour  by  this  important  and  unexpected  vic- 
tory, and  the  defeat  was  additionally  diftreifing 
to  the  Britiib  army,  as  it  was  attended  with 
the  irreparable  lofs  of  all  the  light  troops. 
29th  Jan.  This  difafter,  injurious  and  portentous  as  it 
Lord  Com-  was,  did  not  deter  lord  Cornwallis  from  in- 
^Mor."  vading  North  Carolina.  Animated  by  the 
gan,  hope    of   recapturing   Morgan's   prifoners,  he 

rapidly  advanced  towards  the  Catawba,  but 
finding  his  march  retarded  by  his  baggage, 
canted  all  that  exceeded  the  limits  of  the  moft 
ftrict  nccefhty  to  be  tlcftroyed.  He  reached 
rrA'  the  banks  of  the  river  two  hours  after  the 
American  general  had  croiled,  but  in  that 
jiuail  interval  a   rife  of  the  water  prevented 

his 
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.  his  paflage,    and  afforded    time    for   Morgan    chap. 
to    fend   forward    his    prifoners   to    Virginia,    J^J\, 
and  collect  the   militia  to   difpute   the  foids.      iy*j. 
General    Greene,   judging   this    crifis  worthy 
of  his  perfonal  interference,  ordered  his  army 
to    join    Morgan    by    forced    marches,     and 
himfelf  repaired   to    the    ihores    of  the    Ca-  3iftjan. 
fcawba   with  ftill  greater   expedition,  riding  a 
hundred  and  fixty  miles  acrofs  the  country. 
Although  the   river  was  nearly  five  hundred  p^f^ 
yards  wide,   and  the  fords  defended  by  ftrong  Catawba, 
bodies  of  the  enemy,    lord    Cornwallis  palled 
with  only  four  killed  and  thirty-fix  wounded. 
Colonel  Tarleton  was  difpatched  in  purfuit  of 
the  retreating:  militia;  and  the  cavalry  under 
his  command,  by  gallantly  routing  five  hun- 
dred men  at  Tarrant's  Tavern,  retrieved  a  por- 
tion of  the  honour,  though  they  could  not  re- 
gain the  advantages  loft  at  the  Cowpens. 

From  the  Catawba  the  Britifh  army  pur-  Arrives  at 
fiied  the  enemy  to  the  Yadkin,  a  march,  or 
rather  a  race  of  thirty-eight  miles,  rendered 
extremely  difficult  by  bad  roads  and  fwelled 
creeks,  and  a  fevere  and  rainy  winter.  The 
Britiih  troops  bore  with  heroic  fortitude  the 
privation  of  fpirits,  and  even  of  food,  but  for- 
tune again  refcued  the  flying  foe  from  their 
grafp,  by  an  ahnoft  miraculous  fall  of  the  Yad- 
kin to  facilitate  the  palfage  of  the  fugitives, 
while  that  of  the  purfuers  was  impeded  by  a 
fiiddcn  rife. 

The  two   divifions  of  the   American  army  and croffci 
now  effected  a  junction,  and  the  Britim  com-  Jj»e  Yad- 
mander  ftill  hoped  to  impede  their  retreat  into 
Virginia,  thougb   from  the  ftate  of  the  river, 
lie  could  not  crofs  without  a  circuitous  march 
of  fifty  miles.     lie  was  deceived  by  reports  of  Theencmv 
difficulties  in  palling  the  river  Dan,   but  after  «J««*  '»"> 

:  Virginia. 


a  vigor- 
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CHAP,   a  vigorous   and  incefiant  purfuit,  he  had 'the- 
.J^,    mortification  to  find  the  enemy  effected  their 
1781.      retreat  without  impediment :  general    Greene 
acquired  great  applaufe  by  his  activity,  judg- 
ment, and  intelligence. 
Rovai  Disappointed  in  the  main  object  of  his 

ftandard      purfuit,    lord     Comwallis    returned    by    flow 
Hmft>o-a     marches  to  Hillfborough,  where  he  erected  the 
jough.        royal  ftandard,  and    by  proclamation  invited 
all  lo}'al  fubjecls  to  join  him  in  arms,   and  with 
ten  days  provifions.c     Although  the   loyalifts 
of  North  Carolina  had  been  greatly  diminifh- 
24th  Feb.    ed  and  depreifed  by  perfecutions,  Greene  re- 
palled  the  Dan  to  prevent  the  effects  of  the 
Maffacre     proclamation.       Colonel    Pyle   had    collecled 
-Luel°yv  a    °ody   °f  near  three  hundred  loyalifts,  for 
whofe  protection  colonel  Tarleton  was  detach- 
ed   with    the   cavalry,    and  a  fmall   bodv  of 
infantry.     At  the  lame  time  Greene  dilpatched 
lieutenant-colonel  Lee  to  prevent  the  junction 
acth  Feb.    of  this    corps   with   the  Britiih  army.      The 
loyalifts  meeting  Lee's  detachment,   and  mif- 
taking  them  for  friends,  were  furrounded,  and 
although  they  implored  quarter  on  their  knees, 
were  all  inhumanly  butchered. 
Further  The   re-appearance    of  the    Americans    in 

retreat  of  North  Carolina,  impeded  the  fupplies  of  the 
wailis.°rn"  Britifh  army;  and  the  country  being  nearly 
exhaufted,  lord  Comwallis  retreated  to  a  new 
poll  Li  on  on  Allamance  Creek,  between  Haw 
and  Deep  rivers.  This  meafure,  though  dic- 
tated by  imperious  neceffity,  did  not  efcape 
cenfure,  as  the  period  limited  in  the  proclama- 
tion for  the  junction  of  the  loyalifts,  which  had 
fubjected  the  moft  zealous  to  punimment  for 
having  indifcreetly  fhewn  their  attachment  to 

«  Many  came  in,  but  feeing  the   diftrefled  ftate  of  the  Britifh 
army,  retired. 

the 


GEORGE    III. 

the  Britifli  caufe,was  not  yet  expired;  they  after- 
wards reluctantly  joined  the  army.  The  Ame- 
ricans advancing  as  lord  Cornwallis  retired, 
an  ineffectual  attempt  was  made  to  heat  up 
their  quarters  ;•  Greene,  though  greatly  fupe- 
rior  in  numbers,  cautioufly  avoiding  an  en- 
o-ao-ement  till  the  arrival  of  expected  rein- 
forcements. 

At  length,  having  received  all  his  fupplies, 
and  chofen  an  advantageous  pofition  near 
Guildford  court-houfe,  he  offered  battle,  and 
the  Britifli  commander,  with  an  army  reduced 
to  lefs  than  two  thoufand  men,  eagerly  ad- 
vanced to  the  confli6t  againft.  rive  thoufand. 
The  engagement,  which  was  long,  and  main- 
tained with  determined  valour  on  both  fides, 
terminated  in  a  glorious  and  honourable  vic- 
tory to  the  Britifli  troops;  but  the  commander 
had  to  lament  the  lofs  of  nearly  one  third  of 
his  force,  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  being 
killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  including  feveral 
meritorious  and  efteemed  officers.  His  troops 
were  exhaufted  with  the  fatigue  of  a  long 
march,  unprovided  with  tents,  and  fo  mifer- 
ably  deftitute  of  provifions,  that  their  allow- 
ance on  the  enfuing  day  amounted  to  no  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  flour,  and  the 
fame  quantity  of  lean  beef.  The  night  was 
dark  and  tempeftuous,  the  rain  fell  in  torrents 
on  the  unprotected,  fatigued,  and  famiihing 
troops,  while  the  cries  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  aggravated  the  horrors  of  the  fcene. 

General  Greene  retreated  to  the  iron- 
works on  Troublefome  Creek;  but  lord  Corn- 
wallis, finding  purfuit  impoffible,  retired  by 
eafy  marches  towards  Crofs  Creek,  leaving 
feventy  of  his  wounded,  under  a  flag  of  truce, 
to  the  humanity  of  the  enemy.  Before  his  de- 
parture 
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chap,  parture  lie  ifTued  a  proclamation,  reciting  his 
^J^\    victory,  calling  on  all  loyal  fubjecls  to  return 
i?si.      to  government,  and  promifing  protection  and 
pardon  to  thole  who  obeyed.     Tar  from  being 
•able  to  afford   affiftance  to  others,  he  found 
that   Crofs   Creek   could  not   fupply  his  fol- 
lowers with  neceffaries  ;  they  were  worn  down 
by  thehardfhips  and  fatigues  of  a  march  of  fix 
hundred    miles,    in    which    they   had    forded 
feveral  large   rivers,    and   nuinberlefs   creeks, 
feveral  of  which  would  »in  any  other  country 
be  reckoned  large  rivers,   without  tents  or  co- 
vering againft  the  climate,  and  often  without 
7th  April,   provilions.      He  found  himielf,  therefore,  com- 
pelled to  a  further  retreat,  and  preferred  Wil- 
mington, a  lea-port,  to  Camden,  where  lord 
Rawdon  was  threatened  with  an  attack. 
He  in-  After  purfuing  for  fome  time  the  track  of 

vades  Vir-  t]ie  retreating  army,  general  Greene  marched 
towards  Camden,  while  lord  Cornwallis,  em- 
barraifed  with  a  choice  of  difficulties,  and  his 
force  reduced  to  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty- 

it 

25th April,  live  men,  took  advantage  of  Greene's  abfence 
to  proceed  through  North  Carolina  to   Vir- 


ginia. 


LordRaw-  Lord  Rawdon  was  unapprized  of  the  en e- 
don  defeats  my 's  approach,  and  when  Greene,  with  a  force 
theenemy    excee(]jno-  two  thoufand    men,    encamped  at 

nt    riot)*  o  '  1 

kirk's  Hill.  Hobkirk'fe  Hill,  his  garrifon  at  Camden  was 
only  eight  hundred,  and  reduced  to  a  fhort  al- 

25th.  lowance  of  provifions.  He  did  not  however 
wait  to  be  attacked,  but  with  officer-like  de- 
eifion  fallied  forth,  and  after  a  fevere  conflict 
routed  the  Americans,  killing  and  wounding 
five  hundred,  but  his  own  lofs  amounted  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  eight,  which,  in  the 
relative  ftate  of  forces,  was  more  than  equiva- 
lent to  that  of  the  enemy.     The  attack  was 

however 


GEORGE     III.  S97 

however  not  lefs  judicious  than  fpirited,  for   chap. 
the  fuperiority  of  the  invading  army,  and  their    .  XLI' ' 
force  of  artillery,  muft  foori  have  rendered  de-      1781. 
fence  impoflible. 

The  return  of  an  American  army  to  the  pro-  Aa;vityof 
vince  of  South  Carolina,  gave  additional   im-  palt2^J 
pulfe  to  the  fpirit  of  difarfection,  which  had 
been   alTiduoufly  encouraged  by  the  partizans 
Sumpter  and  Marion.     Aided  by  colonel  Lee,   23d  April, 
whom  Greene  detached  for  that  purpofe,  they 
reduced   Fort  Watfon,  on  the  river  Santee,  a 
taik  which  they  accomplimed  without  artillery 
or  intrenching:  tools,   bv  means  of  a  work  on 
an  unufual  plan,  which    overlooked   the  fort, 
and  from  which  rifle  men  fired  with  unerring 
aim  on  every  individual  who  ventured  to  ap- 
pear.    By  feizing  the  pafles  they  retarded,   but 
could  not  prevent  the  junction  of  colonel  Wat-  7th  May, 
fon  with  lord  Kawdon,  who  thus  replaced  the 
numbers  he  had  loft  at  Hobkirk's  Hill. 

Intelligence  of  this  reinforcement  being  Camdeo 
conveyed  to  Greene,  he  lhifted  his  poiition  to  evacuated« 
avoid    an    attack ;    lord    Rawdon   evacuated 
Camden,    after   deftroying  the  lead  portable 
ftores,  and  retired  to  Monk's  Corner,  for  the  lothMay. 
protection    of   Charleflown,  tlie   defences    of 
which  were  in  a  feeble  ftate,  lord  Cornwallis 
having  before  his  departure  demolifhed  fome 
of  the   old   works,   and  the  new  not  being  yet 
completed.      About  the   fame  time   Lee   and  >»hand 
Marion  captured  Fort  Motte  on  the  Congaree,  oSer  forJ? 
Orangeburgh  yielded  to  Sumpter,  and  Lee  re-  taken  by 
duced  Fort  Granby.  the  enemy. 

Satisfied  with  thefe  fucceffes  in  the  north  Theirfuc* 
and  north-eaft  parts  of  South  Carolina,  general  "fs  in. 
Greene  directed  his  views  to  the  weftern  fron-         to 
tier  of  that  province,  and  to  Georgia.     Gol- 
phin,  on  the  banks  of  the  Savannah,  foon  fur- 
rendered, 
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chap,   rendered,  and   Augufta  was  reduced  by  a  re- 

, J^,    petition   of  the  expedient  employed    at  Fort 

178 1.      Wat  ion. 
5th  June.         Meanwhile  general  Greene  laid  fiege  to 
«tft  May.    Ninetv-Six,  where    the    commander,    colonel 
Ninety-       Cruger,  by  the  interception  of  lord  Rawdon's 
six»  meflengers,  was  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  re- 

cent tranfaelions.  The  defences  of  this  village 
were  incomplete,  and  the  garrifon  con  lifted 
only  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  provincial 
troops;  but  the  fpirit  and  ability  of  the  com- 
manding officer  fruftrated  the  attacks  of  the 
befiegers.  Once  he  deftroyed  their  works  by 
a  mafterly  fally,  and  interrupted,  by  fimilar 
efforts,  the  progrefs  of  new  ones  commenced 
at  a  greater  diftance.  This  hazardous  defence 
was  continued  with  unremitting  exertion  dur- 
ing three  weeks,  when  the  garrifon  were  re- 
duced to  the  greateft  extremities  for  want  of 
water;  but  their  fpirits  were  revived  by  intel- 
ligence from  an  intrepid  loyalift,  that  lord 
Rawdon  was  marching  to  raife  the  fiege.  Ge- 
neral Greene  had  more  precife  information, 
and  after  an  ineffectual  endeavour  to  carry  the 
place  by  ftorm,  retreated  acrofs  the  Saluda 
with  fufficient  celerity  to  evade  purfuit. 
Sufpenfion  Lord  Rawdon  had,  however,  no  intention 
of  opera-  to  retain  poffellion  of  Ninety-Six.;  he  was 
twns.  only  anxious  to  refcue  the  loyalifts  from  the 
vengeance  of  their  countrymen,  againft  which 
he  knew  that  neither  fentiments  of  humanity 
nor  the  terms  of  a  capitulation  afforded  fuffi- 
cient protection.  The  divifion  of  his  force  for 
the  efcort  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  to 
Charleftown,  encouraged  general  Greene  again 
to  hang  on  his  armv,  till  the  heat  of  the  feafon 
compelled  both  parties  to  feek  repofe.  General 
Greene,  being  joined  by  the  detachments  under 

Lee, 
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Lee,  Sumpter,  and  Marion,  encamped  on  the    chap. 
high  hills  of  Santee,  while  lord  Rawdon  retir-    ^^ 
ed    to   Orangeburgh,   and   fhortly  afterwards      tJtxi 
the  impaired  ftate  of  his  health  rendered  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  revifit  his  native  land. 

During  the  late  di&fters,  the  diilifTeelion  Execution 
of  the  Americans,   and  the  treachery  of  thofe,   Haynes? 
who  under  pretence  of  loyalty  had  joined  the 
Brithh  ftandard,  were  more   than   ufually  ap- 
parent.     An  example   to  deter    others   from 
iimilar  attempts  was  among  the  laft  public  acts 
of  lord  Rawdon;  colonel   Ifaac  Haynes,  who  juiv. 
had  taken  the  oath  and  feryed  in  the  Britifh 
army,  being  captured  fighting  in  the  American 
cauie,   was  condemned  to  death  by  a  court  of 
inquiry  at  Charleftown  as  a  traitor.     His  exe-  4-th  Aug. 
cution  occafioned  a  threatening  proclamation 
from  general  Greene,   and   was  the  fubjecr.   of  26th  Aug> 
much   public  difcutlion  in  England,  but  the 
conduct  of  lord  Rawdon  was  deemed  completely 
juftihable/ 

After  the  departure  of  lord   Rawdon,  the  Battle  at 
chief  command  devolved  on  colonel  Stewart,  f  "^ 
Greene  had  already  achieved,  by  valour,  judg- 
ment,  and   perfeverance,    the  chief  object  of 
the  campaign,  recovering  the  principal  part  of 
South   Carolina,    and  confining    the    Engliih 
within  the  three  great  rivers  Santee,  Congaree, 
and  Edifto.     Being  reinforced  by  a  confider-  22jAug. 
able    body   of  militia   and    other    troops,    he 
marched,  as  foon  as  the  weather  would  permit, 
to  attack  the  Britiih  army,  who  fell  back  from 
Wateree  to  Eutaw.     Although  colonel  Stewart  8th Sept. 
was  apprifed  of  Greene's  approach  by  two  de- 
fcrters,  he  gave  no  credit  to  their  intelligence, 

f  See  Papers  on  this  fubjecl,  Remembrancer,  vol.  xiii.  p.  iai« 

but 
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chap,    butfent  four  hundred  unarmed  men  on  that 
\J^lj    ver>*  road  to  procure  vegetables,  the  greater 
l?Si.      part  of  whom  were  taken  prifoners.     The  i'cw 
who  efcaped  fpread  alarm,  not  unaccompanied 
with  terror.     An  obftinate  and  bloody  ensrage- 
ment  however  enfued,  in  which  the  artillery 
of  both  parties   was   Several  times  taken  and 
retaken;  both  claimed   the  victory,   and  near- 
ly    ieven    hundred  were   flam,   wounded,   and 
mifiing  on  each  fide.     The  Britiih  having  kept 
the  field  that  night  and  the  following  day,  re- 
tired to  Monk's   Corner,   and  fubfequently  to 
Charlestown  Neck,  while  General  Greene,  too 
much  enfeebled  to  make  an  attempt  on  the 
city,  regained  his  former  encampment  on  the 
high   hills    of    Santee;    thus  terminating  the 
eventful  campaign  in  South  Carolina8. 
Expedition       During  theie  tranfacfions,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
of  the  ene-  ^Qn  was  prevented,  by  the  reduced  ftate  of  his 

my  againit     .  c   r  >      j 

Porti.        force,  from  undertaking  any  diltant  enterpnze. 

mouth.       Early  in  the  year  he  felt  confiderable  apprehen? 

23d  Jan.  f]0ns  for  the  fafety  of  New  York  ;  the  French 
having  attained  a  fuperiority  of  naval  power 
in  confequence  of  the  lofs  of  the  Culloden 
man  of  Avar  in  a  tempeft,  while  the  America 
was  feparated  from  the  fleet,  and  the  Bedford 
difmantled.  The  French  admiral  availing  him- 
felf  of  this  accident,  blocked  up  the  port  of 
Portfmouth  in  Virginia,  where  general  Arnold 
was  eftablilhed;  Waihington  embarked  a  large 
body  of  troops  under  La  Fayette  to  acl  in  that 
quarter,  and  entertained  fang  nine  hopes  of 
furrounding  and  capturing  Arnold,  but  they 
were  fruftrated  by  the  langour  and  ineptitude  * 

s  In  the  enfuing  year,  the  provincial  legislature  recompenfed  the 
fervices  of  general. Greene  by  the  donation  of  an  eitate  of  the  value  of 
6en  thouiand  guineas.     See  Remembrancer,  vol.  xiv.  p.  14.0. 

of 
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of  the  French  general  and  admiral;  and   the   chap. 
difpatch  of  a  reinforcement  of  two  thou  fan  d    JJJjJv. 
men  from  New  York,  under  general  Phillips,      tju. 
enabled  the  Britiih  to  relume  offenfive  opera-  26th  Mar. 
tions.      After  completing  the  fortification  of  General 
Portfmouth,  general  Phillips  ravaged  the  coun-  JSjJJ" 
try,  and  deftroyed  a  large  quantity   of  valiia-  ginia. 
ble   ftores,  without  loft,    and    ahnoft   without 
oppofition.     Having   achieved  the  objeels  of 
his  march,  and  left  a  garrifon  in  the  fmall  fort 
at   Mill  Point,  Phillips  was  preparing  to  re- 
join Sir  Henry  Clinton,  according  to  his  origi- 
nal inftruc~tions,  when  he  received  intelligence 
of  the  march  of  lord  Cornwallis,  accompanied  7th  May. 
■with  a  requeft  that  the  armies  mould  unite  at 
Peterlburgh.       Compliance  with  this  demand  9th- 
was  the  lafi:  military  a6t   of  general  Phillips,  Hls  death' 
who  after  a  fhort  illnefs,  died  of  a  malignant 
fever,  and  the  command  again  devolved  on  ge- 
neral Arnold.     The  junction  of  the  armies  was 
effeeted    without    difficulty,    lord    Cornwallis 
having  reached  Peterfburo-h,  with  only  fliffht  20th  May. 
oppofition,    at    the  head   of    fixteen  hundred  £rJcorn. 
men,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon.  waiiis. 

In  this  interval  the  commander  in  chief, 
unapprized  of  lord  Cornwallis's  movement, 
had  lent  a  confiderable  reinforcement  to  the 
army  in  Virginia,  hoping  to  facilitate  the  re- 
turn of  all  to  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  New 
York,  which  he  confidered  in  danger  of  an 
attack.  His  further  intentions  were,  if  the 
city  mould  be  fecure,  to  move  as  high  as  pof- 
fible  up  the  Chefapeak,  and  by  the  etre6t  of  an 
operation  which  had  been  preconcerted  with 
general  Haldimand,  who  commanded  in  Ca- 
nada, to  make  an  intire  divihon  between  the 
united  colonies,  and  incloling  the  armies,  ra- 
vage on  either  fide,  as  circumftances  might  re* 

vol.  in.  d  x>  quire. 
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quire.  Lord  Cornwallis,  however,  unacquaint- 
ed with  Clinton's  views,  expeditioufly  crofled 
James  river  in  purfuit  of  la  Fayette,  difpatch- 
ing  two  bodies  of  troops,  under  colonels  Tarle- 
ton and  Simcoe,  in  different  directions  to  de- 
ftroy  ftores  and  provifions. 

La  Fayette  refted  his  only  hope  in  a  meet- 
ing with  general  Wayne,  who  was  advancing 
to  join  him  with  a  body  of  troops  from  Mary- 
land. He  retreated  with  lb  much  celerity  that 
purfuit  foon  became  hopclefs,  but  the  two  de- 
tached expeditions  were  eminently  profperous. 
Tarleton,  with  his  ufual  fpeed  and  intrepidity, 
reached  Charlotteville,  and  broke  up  the  fef- 
fion  of  the  general  affembly  of  the  province, 
taking  feven  of  its  members,  and  one  member 
of  the  general  congrefs,  prifoners;  Mr.Jefferfon, 
prefident  of  the  province,  narrowly  efcaped, 
Tarleton  in  his  progrefs  deftroyed  feveral  wag- 
gons laden  with  cloathing  and  ftores,  and  at 
Charlotteville  a  thoufand  new  firelocks,  four 
hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder,  with  confider- 
able  quantities  of  tobacco  and  cloathing. 

Colonel  Simcoe  was  equally  fuccefsful: 
the  enemy,  under  baron  Steuben,  had  removed 
to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Fluvanna,  but  by 
an  ingenious  feint  he  induced  them  to  aban- 
don  their  ftores,  which  were  deftroyed  by  a 
fmall  detachment  under  captain  Stevenfon 
and  cornet  Wolfey,  who  palled  the  river  in  ca- 
noes. 

The  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  army  in  pur- 
fuit of  la  Fayette  was  attended  with  general 
deuruetion  of  ftores  and  property.  The  dif- 
trefs  of  the  Americans  was  now  extreme ;  their 
operations  retarded  by  the  want  of  enthu- 
fiafm  and  public  confidence,  their  paper  cur- 
rency lo  much  depreciated  that  it  no  longer 

anfwercd 
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anfwcred  the  purpofes  of  its   emifiion,    while   chap. 
the  recent   ravages  in   the  hitherto   favoured 


province  of  Virginia,  completed  the  public  de-  Ij8*4 
(pair.  The  incapacity  of  congrefs  to  proceed 
in  the  conteft  was  ascertained  by  intercepted 
difpatches,  and  the  prifoners  taken  by  Tarle- 
ton  reprefented  as  the  prevailing-  fentiment, 
that  if  Great  Britain  could  hinder  the  intended 
co-operation  of  the  French  fleet  and  army  with 
the  native  forces,  during  the  enfuing  autumn, 
the  French  alliance  would  be  diffolved,  and  an 
union  with  the  mother-country  cordially  em- 
braced both  by  congrefs  and  the  people \ 
No  exertion  was  necefiairy  on  the  part  of  the 
Britiih  armies;  a  fyftem  ftudioufly  defenfive, 
preventing  all  fplendid  advantages  on  the  fide 
of  their  opponents,  would  have  reduced  them 
to  defpair,  and  fruftrated  all  hopes  of  ultimate 
fuccefs. 

Both  the  French  and  American  comman-  projeaScf 
ders  were  fenlible  of  the  neceflity  of  effecting  the  enemy 
fome  great  achievement  to  reanimate  the  droop-  ^ewYork, 
ing  caufe,  and  when  Mi  de  Barras  arrived  with  a 
fquadron  of  mips,   Waihington,    in  an  inter-  21ft  May. 
view  with  him  and  Hochambeau,  propofed  an 
attack  on  New  York.     This  appeared  to  be  the 
only  exploit  of  fuificient  importance  to  claim 
their  exertions,  as  the  march  of  lord  Corn* 
wallis  to  Virginia  was  not  yet  known. 

Sir    Hexry   Clinton   being  apprized  of  June, 
thefe  intentions,  by  an  exprels  intercepted  in  the      ;™es 
Jerfeys,  forwarded  difpatches  to  accelerate  the  troopsfrorfl 
return  of  the  detachments  from  Virginia.     He  VirB"-' 
did  not,  however,  infill  on  their  immediately 
quitting  lord  Cornwallis  if  he  was  engaged  in 
a  movement  which  required  their  aihftance ;  or 

k  Tarletcrfs  Campaigns,  p.  297. 
CD* 
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it  he  would  employ  them  in  co-operating  with 
the  loyalifts  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Chefapeak, 
and  upon  the  Sufquehanna,  which  would  have 
made  an  effectual  diverfion  of  Waihington's 
force.  This  plan  not  meeting  the  approbation 
of  lord  Cornwallis,  he  refolved  to  fend  back 
the  troops,  and  according  to  his  underftanding 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  difpatches,  repaffed 
James  river,  and  retired  to  Portfmouth. 

As  the  Britifh  troops  were  about  to  embark, 
la  Fayette,  who  had  joined  general  Wayne, 
made  an  approach  to  harafs  their  rear,  but,  in- 
ftead  of  gaining  the  expected  advantage,  was 
himfelf  attacked,  and  night  alone  faved  him 
from  destruction.  Before  the  Britifh  troops 
could  put  to  fea,  Clinton  wrote  two  difpatches, 
exprevfing  disapprobation  at  the  abandonment 
of  the  neck  of  land  at  Williamfburg,  requir- 
ing lord  Cornwallis  to  refume  that  pofition,  and 
fortify  himfelf  in  Old  Point  Comfort,  as  the 
heft  naval  flation  which  he  could  protecr,  with 
or  without  the  addition  of  York  town,  as  he 
mould  find  moft  convenient;  and  he  was  per- 
mitted to  retain  the  troops  which  he  had  been 
required  to  return. 

In  purfuance  of  what  he  confidered  to  be 
the  fpirit  of  thefe  inftruclions,  lord  Cornwallis 
furveyed  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  finding  nei- 
ther that  nor  Portfmouth  a  furficientlv  defen- 
five  ilation  for  mips,  evacuated  them,  and 
fortified  the  towns  of  York  and  Gloucefter. 

Meanwhile  Wamington  having  effected 
a  junction  with  Pochambeau,  appeared  more 
than  once  in  force  before  New  York,  with  the 
feemino-  intention  of  making  an  attack  as  foon 
as  the  co-operation  of  de  Graffe  could  be 
ascertained ;  but  on  his  arrival,  his  pilots  re- 
fining to  ftcer  his  /hips  over  the  bar  of  New 
7  York, 
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York,    the  attack  was  abandoned,    and  the  chap. 
united    French   and   American    armies,    after   J^^j 
feveral  feints,   marched  acrofs  the  Jerfeys  to      1781. 
Philadelphia.  3°th  Aug. 

Although  the  intention  of  count  de  GraiTe  Arrival  of 
to  vifit  America  was  well  known,  it  was  not  ^r  Samuel 
conceived  that  he  would  employ  his  whole  ar- 
mament in  that  expedition,  and  neglect  the  con- 
voy of  the  homeward-bound  trade.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  therefore  followed  him  with  only  four- 
teen fail  of  the  line,  and  on  his  arrival  admiral 
Graves  (who  as  fenior  took  command  of  the 
fquadron)  poflelfed  only  nineteen  fail  of  the  3°*h Aug.- 
line,  to  oppoie  twenty-eight.  De  GraiTe  hav- 
ing received  proper  information  from  La 
Fayette,  forwarded  to  the  main  army  the  land 
force  he  had  conveyed  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  blocked  up  York  river,  with  four  mips 
of  the  line,  and  feveral  frigates,  while  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fleet  was  anchored  in  Lyn- 
haven  Bay  within  the  Capes  of  Virginia. 

In  this  pofition  they  were  difcovered  by  ad-  5th  SePf- 
miral  Graves;  a  partial  a&ion  enfued,  in  which  J^t*6" 
conliderable  damage  was  done  to  both  fleets ;  tween  the 
no  fhip  was  taken,  but  the  Terrible,  a  Britifh  fieets* 
man  of  war,  was  rendered  incapable  of  future 
fervice,  and  .burnt.     The  fleets  continued  in 
light  of  each  other  feveral  days ;  but  no  ad- 
vantage of  numbers  or  wind  could  encourage 
the   French  to  make  an  attack,  and  the  ad- 
miral, at  length,  returned   to  the  Chefapeak,  10th. 
where  de   Barras  had   arrived  with  his    fqua- 
dron, and  fourteen  tranfports  laden  with  heavy 
artillery  and  military  (lores.     The  Britifh  ad- 
miral finding  the  pofition  unaflailable,  retired 
to  New  York  to  relit. 

Soo.v  after  the  arrival  of  lord  Cornwallis  in  Arnold's 
Virginia,  general  Arnold  returned  to  Sir  Henry  ^New™ 

D  D  3  Clinton,    London, 
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chap.    Clinton,  who  now  employed  him  in  an  attack 

i^^J    on  New  London  in   Connecticut.     Although 
I7F1*      deceived  in  his  information  refpecring  the  f'or- 

6th  Sept,  {ifications,  Arnold  took  the  town,  and  a  fort 
called  Grifwold,  by  affault,  deftroyed  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
military  ftores,  and  burned  twelve  fhips,  the 
flames  of  which  fpreading  to  the  town,  great 
part  was  confirmed. 

York  The  allied  armies,  intent  on  the  project  of  be- 

Sed!n"  figging  lord  Cornwallis,  did  not  fuffer  their  at- 
tention to  be  diverted  by  any  other  object.  Their 

14th  Sept.  proceedings  being  arranged  at  a  council  of  war 
held  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris,  the  flag  fhip 

25th.  of  count  de  Grade,  the  forces  were  landed  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Williamiburo-h,  and  be- 
mg  joined  by  thole  under  la  Fayette,  and  M. 

23th  Sept.   de  St.  Simon,  encamped  before  York  town. 

Lokd  C'ohxwallis  did  not  impede  the  ap- 
proaches of  the  enemy,  although  la  Fayette, 
with  only  two  tboufand  men,  was  within  a 
ihort  diltance  of  him,  and  unfupported ;  but 
appears  to  have  relied  with  fanguine  con- 
fidence on  relief  from  New  York,  which  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  expreffed  hopes  might  arrive 
by  the  fifth  of  October.  In  expectation  of 
this  iuccour,  lord  Cornwallis,  to  the  aitonifh- 
ment  of  Wafhington,  withdrew  his  army  within 
the  works  of  the  town,  which  were  imme- 
diately occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  the  poll  at 
Gloucester  blockaded.1 

6th and 9th      The  time  however  elapfed,  and  no  fuccours 

oao.ber.  arrived ;  the  enemy  rapidly  advanced  their 
works  and  completed  their  batteries,  maintain- 
ing an  inceifant  cannonade,  which  damaged  the 
unfiniflied  fortifications  of  the  town,  iilenccd 

1  See  Wafhingtorfs  letters  to  Congrefs  on  that  i'ubjeft,    dated 
October  1. 

the 
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the  artillery,  and  occafioned  considerable  flaugh-    chap, 
ter.     The  garrifon  were  indefatigable  in  open-    J^J 
ing  new  embrafures,  and  particularly  annoyed      1781. 
the  invaders  from  two  redoubts  advanced  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  works.     Thefe  14th  oft. 
were  ftormed  by  parties  of  French  and  Ameri-  ^u" 
cans,  feparately  employed  on  the  fervice  to  ex-  ltcrmed. 
cite  emulation,  and  afterwards,  by  indefatigable 
induftry,  joined  to  the  works  of  the  befiegers. 
The  defences  of  the  town  were  at  length  com-  x6th. 
pietely   ruined,    and    although    vigorous   and 
fucccisful  forties,  conducted  by  lieutenant-co- 
lonels Abercrombie  and  Lake,  retarded  the  ap- 
proach of   the   enemy,    lord    Cornwallis    was 
convinced  that  his  pofition  was  no  longer  tena- 
ble.    He  attempted  to  efcape,  by  transporting  Lord 
his  army  acrofs  the  river  in  the  night ;  but  22jS 
after  he  had  landed  a  part  on  the  oppoflte  lhore,   retreat. 
a  ftorm  prevented  the  return  of  the  boats,  and 
the  few  troops  who  had  been  ferried  over,  with 
difficulty  rejoined  the  garrifon. 

In  this  extremity,  lord  Cornwallis  furrender-  *?tll« 
cd  his  whole  army  prifoners  of  war  to  general  ia2s. 
Warning-ton,  as  commander  of  the  combined 
force,  and  the  veflels  in  the  harbour  to  de 
GratTe ;  the  troops  as  priforiers  to  the  United 
States,  the  feamen  to  the  French  king.  The 
sarrifon  obtained  the  fame  honours  of  war  as 
had  been  granted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at 
Charleftown;  private  property  was  retained,  and 
the  officers  were  allowed  their  fredom  on  parole. 
The  tenth  article  of  the  capitulation1"  was  moil 
expofed  to  cenfure,  as  it  yielded  up  the  loyalifts 

k  The  article  was  in  thefe  words,  "  Natives  or  inhabitants  of  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  country,  at  prefent  in  York  or  Gloncefter,  are  not 
to  be  punifhed  on  account  of  having  joined  the  Britifh.  army."  Au- 
i'wt-r,  "  This  article  cannot  be  aflented  to,  being  altogether  of  civil 
refcrt." 

d  d  4.  without 
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chap,  without  protection  to  the  mercy  of  thofe  who 
^j^^j  had  already  perfecuted  them  with  fuch  unre- 
i7si.     lenting  favagjenefs  :  but  in  extenuation,  it  was 
alleged  that  the  Britim  commander  fecurcd  the 
faf'ety  of  thefe  perfons  under  another  form,  by 
obtaining  permiffion  for  the  Bonetta  (loop  of 
war  to  fail  for  New  York,  unfearched,  with  as 
many  foldiers  on  board  as  he  fhould  think  fit, 
provided  they  were  accounted  for  in  any  future 
exchange.     This  article  was  devifed,  and  ufed 
as  the  means  of  conniving:  at  the  fafe  con  duel; 
of  the  loyalifts. '     The  garrifon  at  the  time  of 
the  fur-fender  amounted  to  five  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  but  only  four  thoufand 
and  feventcen  were  fit  for  duty,  while  the  be- 
fiegers  were  nineteen  thoufand.     They  acquir- 
ed by  the  conqueft  a  large  train  of  artillery, 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  ftores,  a  frigate,  two  mips  of  twenty 
guns,    and   a  great  number  of  tranfports  and 
other  veffels. 
Efforts  of       Du  r  1  n  g  the  prog'refs  of  this  difaftrous  event, 
cimton.     g;r  Henry  Clinton  had  ufed  every  exertion  to 
afiift  lord  Cornwallis.     He  was  deceived  even 
at  the  moment  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  arrival,  in 
his  information   on  the  comparative  force  of 
the   fleets;   nor  could  he  believe  the  French 
admiral  had  left  the  Weil  Indies  without  de- 
taching any  part  of  his  force  for  protection  of 
the  trade,  or  that  Sir  George   Rodney  would, 
unlefs  allured  of  a  fupcriority,  have  proceeded 
with  three  ihips  of  the  line  for  Europe,  and  left 


1  The  pica  of  neceflity,  and  the  fecunty  afforded  by  ufing  the 
Bonetta  floop  as  an  afylum,  did  not  tranquillize  the  feelings,  or  calm 
thea;->piehenfior.s  of  the  loyalifts  throughout  America.  The  word  pu~ 
1,  in  the  icth  article,  was  conflnied  as  an  admiiTion  of  guilt,  and 
of  ■-oiii^quent  right  in  the  victors  to  proftcutc  them  for  a<51s  of  allegi- 
ance to  their  lawful  fovcrcign. 

others 
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others  in  the  Weft  Indies,  contrary  to  his  pofi-    chap. 
tive  orders   from  government   to  watch   and    xJ^mt 
controul  the  operations  of  de  Graffe.     Sir  Sa-      i7si. 
muel  Hood  contributed  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
error,  by  apofitive  ftatement  that  he  poflelfed  a 
force  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  an  affur- 
ance  which  was  not  known  to  be  unfounded,  till 
after  the  engagement  between    Graves  and  de 
Graffe  on  the  fifth   of  September.     Sir  Henry 
iuftly  confidered  an  attack  on  lord  Cornwallis 
at   York    town   impoffible,   unlefs   the   Britiih 
fleet  was  overmatched  in  the   Chefapeak ;  he 
knew  that  the  original  intention  of  the  com- 
bined forces  was   to  attack  New  York,   and 
therefore  confidered  their  firft  efforts  againfl 
York  town  as  a  feint.     Yet  he   imparted  the 
intelligence   he  received  to  lord   Cornwallis, 
countermanded  his  firit  order  for  returning  the 
detachments,  and  lent  all  the  recruits  and  con-  2?th  Aug4 
valefcents  he  could  fparc  from  the  defence  of 
New  York,    Long  Illand,   and  Staten   Iiland, 
which  required  nine  thoufand  men,  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  his  lordihip's  force.     When  the 
intention  to  attack  York  town  became  certain, 
Clinton  prepared  to  difpatch  a  reinforcement 
of  feven  thoufand  men  ;  but  the  condition  of 
the  fleet  delayed  their  failing?  till  the  nineteenth 
of  October,  the  day  on  which  the  Britiih  army 
furrendered.     On  his  arrival  off  the  Chefapeak, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  received  information  that 
lord  Cornwallis  had  capitulated,  which  render- 
ed unneceflary  the  plans  lie  had  preconcerted 
with  the    admiral   for   forcing   the   enemy  at 
anchor,  and  taking  up  a  polilion  within  them 
in  James  river.     The  practicability  of  this  at- 
tempt, was  afecrtained  by  captain  Elphinftone 
in  the  Experiment,  who  had  reconnoitred  trie 
enemy's  pofition,  and  made  the  fignal  accord- 
ingly. 
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chap,  ingly.  Had  lord  Cornwallis  not  furrcndered, 
nJI1^  it  was  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  intention  to  land 
i78l«  his  forces  on  that  river,  and  move  towards  the 
enemy,  lord  Cornwallis  making  a  fally  to  favour 
their  joint  operations.  The  terms  in  which  lord 
Cornwallis  announced  and  accounted  for  his 
capture,  occalioncd  a  feries  of  difcuiTions. 
On  his  arrival  at  New  York,  his  lordfhip  com- 
plained that  his  fervice  was  (lighted  in  fome 
inltances,  and  in  others  not  adequately  fup- 
ported  by  the  commander  in  chief.  His  plan 
for  reducing  Virginia  had  been  approved,  he 
faid,  by  the  miniftry,  and  was  favoured  by  the 
kino-  but  difcouraged  by  Clinton  ;  and  in  his 
public  difpatch  on  the  furrender  of  York  town, 
he  accufed  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  withholding 
a  reinforcement  which  he  had  pofitively  pro- 
mifed  by  the  fifth  of  October. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  allegations,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  alleged  that  the  plan  for  invading 
Virginia,  the  moft  warlike  of  all  the  provinces, 
was  improper  as  to  time  and  circumftances, 
improperly  forced  on  adminiftration  by  an  in- 
ferior, without  the  privity  of  his  fuperior  officer, 
and  undertaken  in  a  rafh  and  unadvifed  man- 
ner. ra  His  pofitive  orders  were  to  confider  the 
prefervation  of  South  Carolina,  and  fafety  of 
Charleftown,  paramount  to  all  other  objects, 
both  which  were  endangered,  and  even  loft  to 
view,  by  the  chafe  of  Greene  acrofs  North 
Carolina,   and  the   fnbfequent  incurfion   into 

1,1  It  is  prefumed,  however,  his  lordfhip' s  error  arofe  from  the  cir- 
oumftance  of  expecling  to  fucceed  to  the  command,  as  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  after  the  captuie  of  Charieilown,  had  reqnefted  leave  to 
refign  to  him,  which  his  lordfhip  expecting  would  take  place, 
transmitted  his  own  plans  to  minifters  (as  being  the  moft  expeditious 
mode)  without  confulting  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whofe  resignation 
was  not  accepted.  See  letter  from  lord  George  Germaine,  dated 
July  7,  >78i,  in  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Narrative,  page  36. 

Virginia. 
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Virginia.  In  that  province  Sir  Henrv  Clinton,  chap. 
had  never  projected  any  (olid  operation,  con- 
vinced that  the  predatory  and  definitive  ex- 
curfions  he  had  directed,  added  to  the  general 
diftrefs,  would  have  terminated  the  American 
war,  if  the  British  army  could  he  preferred 
from  any  important  difafter.  Wafhington's 
troops  had  no  object  hut  New  York  to  which 
their  attacks  could  be  "directed,  had  not  lord 
Cornwallis  prefented  himfelf  to  their  aim  ;  and 
■  many  errors  were  alleged  againft  his  mode  of 
defence.  lie  was  blamed  for  polling  himfelf 
injudiciouily  at  York  and  Gloucefter;  for  not 
attacking:  the  enemy  in  detail  as  thev  were 
forming  the  liege,  when  the  corps  under  the 
command  of  la  Fayette  at  William  (burg  did 
not  confift  of  more  than  two  thoufand  men, 
and  might  with  eafe  have  been  diilodged  or 
captured  before  the  junction  of  the  other  troops ; 
and  for  neorleetino;  eafy  and  certain  means  of 
efcape  from  the  overwhelming  force  which 
ultimately  engulphed  him.  The  relief  by  means 
of  the  fleet  was  only  promifed,  if  the  mips 
could  be  enabled  to  fail  by  the  fifth  of  October, 
and  the  proinife  was  accompanied  with  an  in- 
ftruction  to  lord  Cornwallis  to  ufe  every  exer- 
tion  for  laving  at  leaft  part  of  the  army,  ihould 
he  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  reinforce- 
ments could  not  arrive  fufficiently  early. 

These  complaints  and  affertions  on  either 
fide,  have  occasioned  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  event,  which  was  magnified  by  the  Ameri- 
cans and  their  friends  far  beyond  its  real  im- 
portance:  congrefs  celebrated  it  with  rejoic- 
ings and  fchankfgivings,  their  drooping  caufe 
appeared  to  revive,  and  all  paft  reveries  to  be 
forgotten.  Subfequent  refolutions  in  Great 
Britain  juftified  theie  exhibitions  of  ardent  joy  ; 

*  but 
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chap,  bat  the  capture  of  lord   Cornwallis's  army, 

,viJo    °f  f°ur   thoufand  men   fit   for  duty,  though 

J78l«     felt  with  anguifli  and  dejection  by  all   loyal 

fubjecls,  might  eafily  have  been  repaired,  had 

the  fpirit  of  the  nation  adequately  exerted  its 

relburces. a 

n  In  thefe  tranfaftions  I  have  confulted,  befides  the  Hiftories  and 
Gazettes,  the  Pamphlets  publifhed  by  lord  Cornwallis  and  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  and  Tarleton's  Campaigns,  and  have  been  aflifted  by  pri- 
vate information  and  correfpondence. 
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CHAPTER   THE    FORTY- SECOND  : 
1781 — 1782. 

Conduct  of  neutral  powers. —  Pruffia  admitted 
to  the  armed  confederacy.  —  Unfuccefsful 
efforts  for  a  mediation. — Altered  conduct 
of  the  emperor  of  Germany  —  he  joins  the 
armed  confederacy — his  incrcafing  partia- 
lity towards  France. — State  of  the  public 
mind — meeting  of  parliament — debates  on 
the  addrejfes —  on  the  capture  of  Saint 
EuJIatia.  —  Motion  againft  the  mar  by  Sir 
James  Lowther.  —  Debates  on  the  treatment 
of  Mr.  Laurens — he  is  di  [charged —  recefs.  — 
Proceedings  in  public  meetings. — Petition  of 
the  common-hall  of  London,  for  peace  and 
a  change  of  miniftry. — Admiral  Kempen- 
felfs  unfuccefsful  expedition.  —  Capture  of 
Saint  Chriftophef  s — Nevis  — Montferrat — 
and  Minorca. — Fox's  motions  on  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  navy. — Motions  in  both  houfes 
refpecting  the  conduct  and  characters  of  in- 
dividuals:—  On  the  treatment  of  colonel 
Haynes — for  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
lord  Cormvallis's  fur  render — on  lord  Sach- 
ville's  peerage — on  the  promotion  of  general 
Arnold. — Fox's  renewed  motion  refpecting 
the  navy. — General  Conway's  motion  again/? 
the  war.  —  Altercation  between  lord  North 
and  colonel  Barre. — Debates  on  the  m 
taxes. — General  Conway's  fecond  motion.  — 
The  mini/ler  in  a  minority.  —  Bill  to  enable 
the  king  to  make  peace  with  America.  —  Lord 
John  Caveudij/is  motion  againft  the  mint  dry. 

—  Lord 
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— Lord  North  declares  the  cabinet  diffblved 
—  his  /area  el  addrejs  to  the  houfe. —  Lord 
Shelburne 's  intended  motion.  —  Character  of 
lord  North. 


CHAP. 
XLTI. 


Touring  thefe  events,  the  adminiftration  were 
^  in  a  continual  ftate  of  alarm  and  iblicitude ; 
i7»i-     diftrefTes   were  augmenting,    while   hope   and 
SjjSf1     confolation  almoft  vaniihed  from  their  view. 
powers.      None  of  the  continental  powers  ihewed  a  dif- 
pofition  to  make  effectual   exertions   for  the 
benefit  of  Great  Britain;  and  while  the  efforts 
of  hoftility  were  open,  earned,  and  unremitting, 
thole  of  friendmip,  if  indeed  a  jealous  neutra- 
lity could  defer ve  that  name,   were  languid, 
cold,  and  feeble. 
PruiTia  The   king  of  PruiTia,  itill  animated  by   his 

admitted     wonted  averfion,  ufed  every  intrigue  and  petty 
to  'H        artifice  to  injure  the  interefts  of  England.     By 

armed  con-  ■  J  .     .  &  i 

federacy.  a  public  letter  to  his  mmilter  or  nuances,  he 
January,  ordered  all  Pruffian  fubjec~ts  to  withdraw  their 
money  from  the  Britim  funds,  as  a  general 
bankruptcy  was  inevitable.  He  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  that  the  ac- 
ceilion  of  the  Dutch  to  the  armed  neutrality, 
occafioned  their  war  with  England,  and  that 
the  commencement  of  hoitilities  was  the  cafus 
foederis  of  the  league.  Although  the  emprefs 
was  not  deluded  by  this  infmuation,  the  cooled 
in  her  attachment  towards  England,  and  be- 
came  proportionately  deiirous  to  extend  and 
ftrengthen  the  obnoxious  confederacy.  The 
king  of  PruiTia  was  at  lensth  included  as  a 
contracting  party,  and  permitted  grots  abufes 
to  be  practifed  under  the  fanclion  of  his  flag, 
while  in  all  his  public  acts  he  bitterly  inveighed 
againft  them. 

.  Mean- 
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Meanwhile  attempts  were  renewed  to  ter-  chap. 

minate  hoftilities  by   mediation  ;    but  even  in  K^;lJ^/ 

thefe,  a  difpofition  to  deprefs  Great  Britain  was  i7%T^ 

conftantly  viiible.     The  firft  offer  was,  to  ar-  J*"*  * 

..J  ,  c      CTS     ,vA    w  l       mediation, 

range  diiputes  by  a  congreis  or  Fngliin,  rrencn, 
Spaniih,  and  American  miniiters,  under  the 
aufpices  of  Auftria  and  RuiTia.  It  was  un- 
deritood  that  a  general  fufpenfion  of  arms 
would  be  a  preliminary  proportion.  Although 
the  Britifh  miniftrv  rejected  fo  difadvantao'eous 
a  meaiure,  yet  they  exerted  themielves  to  faci*- 
litate  the  mediation.  Spain  pretended  that  a 
negotiation  was  already  commenced,  through 
the  medium  of  Mr.  Cumberland,  then  refident 
at  Madrid ;  this  pretext  was  removed  by  his 
recal,  but  Spain  gave  no  promile  of  acceding 
to  the  congreis.  The  conduct  of  France  was 
equally  evafive,  but  both  powers  cajoled  the 
empreis  with  flattering  compliments  and  un- 
limited profeffions  of  refpeet.  Great  Britain 
returned  the  firft  definitive  anfwer,  bv  declar- 

ins  her   readineis   to*  meet  in   coiiffrefs   with 

■      i 
France   and  Spain,    but  never   to  permit  the 

interference  of  any  foreign  power  between  her 
and  her  rebellious  fabjects.  This  declaration  February-. 
ferved  as  a  theme  to  the  Bourbon  courts,  who 
declared  they  would  never  make  a  public  facri- 
fice  of  their  honour  and  good  faith  by  aban- 
doning the  Americans. 

At  length,  after  the  interchange  of  nume-  Mediation 
rous   papers,    prince   Kaunitz,    who   had    been  meffeaua.I« 
principally   engaged  in  managing  the   confe- 
rences, declared,  that  the    anfwers  of  France  September. 
and  Spain   precluded   all   hopes    of  a  favour- 
able termination  :  the  principles  they  ftrove  to 
maintain,  convinced  him  that  all  attempts   at 
conciliation  would  be  ill-timed.     Spain  mani- 
iefted  more  paflion  and  inflexibility  than  France; 

the 
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the  Catholic  king  expreffing  particular  acri- 
mony, and  affecting  peculiar  caufes  of  com- 
plaint. 

The  Aunrian  minifter  accompanied  this  re- 
cital with  fome  ambiguous  expreffions ;  he 
admitted  the  arguments  of  England  to  be  fair 
and  honourable,  but  too  lofty  for  the  force  of 
the  nation.  When  the  determination  not  to 
permit  the  introduction  of  American  affairs  was 
difclofed,  he  farcaftically  faid,  °  whoever  fuc- 
ceette  in  making  a  peace  for  you  on  thefe  terms, 
JSrit  mihi  ma  gnus  Apollo"  He  expreffed  his 
fentiments  more  fully  when  he  [announced  the 
failure  of  the  negotiation.  "  If  you  have  not 
Strength  enough."  he  faid,  "  to  Support  your 
rights,  you.  muft  yield  to  fuperior  force,  and 
dire  neceffity.  I  own  when  I  hear  it  alleged 
that  the  honour  of  France  muft  not  be  facri- 
flced  by  abandoning  the  Americans,  I  anfwer" 
as  an  Englishman  would,  what  have  I  to  do 
with  the  honour  of  France  ;  fhe  herfelf  facri- 
ficcd  it  at  the  moment  when  ilie  contracted  a 
traitorous  and  unwarrantable  connection  with 
the  king's  rebellious  fubjects.  We  can  afford 
her  no  other  choice  than  that  of  the  molt  pro- 
per and  becoming  manner  of  receding  from 
that  connection.  But  thefe  fentiments  will  be 
unavailing,  even  in  the  mouth  of  an  Englifh 
minifter,  unlefs  you  can  maintain  them  by 
force  in  every  quarter.  Your  prefent  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  feem  to  require  important 
conceflions;  but  I  ihall  applaud  the  national 
Spirit  and  vigour  if  they  render  them  unne- 
ceffary." 

This  opinion  of  a  foreign  minifter  refpecting 
the  tranfactions  of  Great  Britain,  would  merit 
little  notice,  did  they  not  indicate  the  altered 
temper  of  the  Auftrian  cabinet.     At  the  deceafe 

of 
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of  the  emprefs  Maria  Therefa,  in  November,  chap. 
1780,  great  expectations  were  formed  from  xlii. 
the  vigour  and  fpirit  of  Jofeph  IE  But  Iiau-  vj%u 
nitz  infufed  into  his  mind  a  partiality  for 
France,  to  which  he  had  previouily  fhewn  a 
decided  repugnance.  Great  Britain  endea- 
voured to  gain  the  friendihip  of  the  emperor  by 
liberal  offers,  and  among  others,  to  open  the 
navigation  of  the  Scheldt ;  and  it  was  itrongly 
urged,  that  a  connection  with  England  could 
alone  bring  back  that  political  fyftem  which 
would  give  to  Auftria  due  weight  in  the  general 
fcale  of  Europe.  Prince  Kaunitz,  however,  con- 
fined the  firft  tranfactions  of  the  new  reign,  to 
that  reitricied  policy  which  he  had  marked  out 
for  the  emprefs  queen:  Jofeph  loft  an  important 
period  in  petty  internal  regulations,  and  was 
foon  characterized  by  an  ardent  attachment  to 
trifling  arrangements,  a  jealoufy  of  Pruflia,  and 
a  fubferviency  to  France.  Kaunitz  potfeiied 
great  talents  and  virtues ;  but  he  had  formed 
an  erroneous  fyftem,  and  was  of  a  diipofition 
too  unbending  to  recede. 

The   partiality  of  the   emperor  for   France 
foon  became  apparent  from  the  referve  of  prince 
Kaunitz  towards  the  Engliih  embaffador,  and 
his  vindication  of  the  enemy,   if  not  always 
on   the  ground   of  right,  at  leait  on  that   of 
expediency.      He  began  alio  to  difplay  a  pre-  The  emp«* 
dileclion  for  the  northern  league,   and  after  a  rorjoins 
long   and   affe&edly   myllerious  concealment,  gJJJj-jjJ; 
avowed  the  acceflion  of  his  fovereigu  to  that  racy, 
injurious  compact. 

A  journey  which  the  emperor  made  to  His  grow* 
Paris  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,   feenied  totallv  'nf.Par- 
to  have  reverfed  the  fentimeuts  he  had  imbibed  wards 
m  his  former  expedition ;    his   partiality   was  F«nce. 
now  as  confpicuous  as  his  contempt  had  been 

vol.   in.  E£  outrageous. 
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chap,  outrageous.  His  admiration  of  Louis  XVI.  an,! 
vJS^i/  Satisfaction  at  events  favourable  to  France,  ex- 
»78i.  cited  furprife  at  Vienna,  and  confternation  in 
the  Britiih  cabinet.3 
Stateofthe  The  perplexities  arihng  from  the  afpecfc  of 
Kind!  foreign  affairs,  were  augmented  by  untoward 
appearances  at  home.  Although  Great  Britain 
had  never  before  made  fuch  exteniive  militarv 
efforts:  although  no  other  country  had  ever 
conceived  the  idea  of  fending  and  provifioning 
J>  great  an  army  aerofs  the  Atlantic,  the  war, 
marked  fey  ill  fuccefs,  had  ceafedtobe  popular;' 
-itional  honour,  or  the  jealous  vindication  of  the 
rights  of  Sovereignty,  were  no  longer  confidered 
equivalent  to  the  enormous  expences,  which  the 
arts  of  oppofition  had  taught  the  people  to 
regard  with  peculiar  fufpicion  and  malevolence. 
The  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  the  colo- 
nies had  been  ^o  often  explained,  qualified, 
and  partially  renounced,  that  its  value  was 
rendered  ahnoft  inligniiicant,  and  the  pompous- 
accounts  of  beneficial  commerce  with  America 
were  generally  discredited,  fince  a  long  pro- 
tracted fufpenlion  of  intercourfe  had  produced 
no  alarming  effects  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Strength  and  reSources  of  the  country  furpaffed 
expectation,  and  expofed  to  ridicule  the  gloomy- 
forebodings  of  theoretical  financiers.  The 
grant  of  American  independence  was  therefore 
contemplated  as  a  moderate  medium  for  the 
acquiiition  of  peace;  nor  was  the  necelnty  of 
yielding  to  a  formidable  combination  confidered 
derogatory  to  the  national  honour,  which  had 
.  ,  been  ib  gloriouily  maintained  during  the  drug- 

gie.    Had  it  been  thought  expedient  to  aim 


Chiefly  from  private  information  and  official  correfpondence. 
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at  excitina;  ftreauous  fentiments  of  enthufiafm,  chap. 
the  ftate  of  the  public  mind  was  peculiarly  ^1}ji 
unfavourable.  Long  declamations  and  verbofe  ij^t 
complaints  of  fpeculative  grievances,  or  un felt 
oopreiTions,  had  rendered  political  difculiion 
odious,  and  public  fpirit  fufpecled.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  metropolis,  immerfed  in  luxury,  and 
abandoned  to  diffipation, b  furveyed  with  apa- 
thy the  courfe  of  public  events;  while  thole 
in  the  country  received  as  incontrovertible 
dogmas  the  rafh  fpeculations  of  their  moe1.:- 
reprefentatives,  their  delegates,  and  corre- 
fponding  committees,  who  aimed  at  general 
reform,  and,  for  the  purpofe  of  overthrowing 
the  miniitry,  did  not  heiitate  to  fhake  the  very 
baiis  of  government. 

In  the  new  parliament,  the  minority  had 
gained  a  confiderable  increafe  of  adherent?, 
and  added  to  their  lilt  feveral  refpectable  ora- 
tors, betides  acquiring  the  important  aid  of 
Sheridan  and  Pitt. 


b  The  ftate  of  the  Britifh  metropolis  occafioned  at  this  period 
fcvere  animadverfions  againft  the  police.  Within  fight  of  the  palace, 
and  in  the  centre  of  polite  refidence,  an  impudent  empiric,  under 
pretext  of  a  medical  lecture,  detailed  every  night  the  molt  dctedable 
obfeenities,  which  were  collected  by  the  underlings  of  literature,  and 
fent  forth  to  poilbn  the  minds  of  the  riling  generation,  naufeouily 
illudrated  with  difgufting  prostitutions  of  the  graphic  art,  A  de- 
finitive mode  of  adventure  called  "  E.  O."  was  fuppofed  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  law,  becaufe  not  dillinftly  lpeafied  in  any  ftatute ;  and 
tables  were  held  in  almoft  every  ftreet  and  alley  in  the  metropolis. 
To  thefe  not  only  men  of  fortune,  but  the  tradefman,  the  mechanic, 
nay  even  the  apprentice  and  the  menial  referred.  Some  were  ella- 
blifhed  in  common  brothels,  and  exhibited  difgraceful  fcenes  of  riot, 
drunkennefs  and  debauchery,  while  plunder,  auaflination,  and  fuicide 
abounded.  Late  in  the  enluing  leffien,  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
was  directed  towards  thefe  nuiiances,  and  it  was  dated  in  the  houle 
of  commons,  (fee  Debates,  26th  June  17S2,)  that  in  two  parifhes  of 
Wedminlter  alone,  two  hundred  and  ninety-fix  E.  O.  tables  were 
maintained.  Another  member  corroborated  the  aflertion,  adding,  that 
five  hundred  more  were  on  the  docks,  and  that  they  were  now  to  be 
found  in  almolt  every  country  town. 
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chap.       The   misfortunes  of  the  war  rendered   the 
liliflj    caufe  of  the    miniftry   almoft   hopelefs,    their 
i/si.      meafures  inefficient,  and  generally  unpopular, 
were  languidly  defended,   even  by  their  pro- 
felled  partizans  ;  and  affailed  by  reproach,  and 
dejected  by  ill  fuccefs,  they  met  parliament  with 
unufual  anxiety  and  alarm. 
27th  Nov.       In   the  fpeech  from  the  throne,    the  king 
p^"ngei"t  repeated  his  refolution  to  perievere  in  oppofmg 
the   combined  power  of  his    enemies,    till  he 
cjuld  obtain  terms  of  pacification  confident 
■with  his  own  honour,  and  the  permanent  inte- 
fefta  and  fecurity  of  liis  people.     The  reftlefs 
ambitiora  which  tirft  excited  the  enemy  to  com- 
mence, ftill  prolonged  the  war,  but  he  could 
not  confent  to  facrifice,  either  to  his  own  defire 
of  peace,  or  the  temporary  eafe  and  relief  of 
hi'S  fubjeels,  the  effential  rights  and  permanent 
in terefts  of  the  nation.     He  mentioned  in  terms 
of  deep  concern  the  unfortunate  events  of  the 
campaign   in  Virginia :  but  trufted  in  the  pro- 
tection of  Providence,  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe, 
the   concurrence  and  fupport    of  parliament, 
the  valour  of  his  forces,  and  a  vigorous,  ani- 
mated,   and   united   exertion  of  the  faculties 
and  refources  of  the  people,  for  the  reftoration 
of  a  fate  and  honourable  peace  to  all  his  do- 
minions. 
Delates  Loud    Shelburne  moved  an  amendment 

°Mt!*r.  to  the  addrefs,  and  declared  he  was  not  fur- 
pnled  at  the  language  uttered  from  the  throne; 
it  proceeded  from  a  valiant  and  generous 
prince,  gathering  firmnefs  from  misfortune;, 
and  aiiamiiiff  an  air  of  dignity  and  refolution 
in  the  moment  when  calamity  prefled  on  him 
and  his  people.  Nor  was  lie  furprifed  that 
minifters,  taking  advantage  of  fuch  noble  feu- 
timcrits,  had  fabricated  a  fpeech  flattering  to 

the 
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the  peifonal  feelings  of  their  fovereign ;  but  chap, 
the  fituation  of  the  country  required  them  to  J^ML 
refift  the  impulfe  of  their  matter's  fentiments,  *7*x«. 
unci  hone  ft  ly  impart  fuch  advice  as  would  tend 
to  retrieve  his  affairs.  He  decried  the  whole' 
conduct  of  the  war,  imputing  its  difafters  to 
want  of  f\  Item,  combination,  and  intelligence. 
By  uniformly  following  the  French,  we  had 
yielded  to  them  every  advantage  :  wherever 
they  difpatched  a  large  force,  we  tardily  pur- 
fued  with  a  fmall  one.  Such  was  the  cafe  at 
the  Chefapeak,  at  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and  all 
the  Weft  India  iilands;  nay,  he  expected  another 
Chefapeak  at  Plymouth,  and  thould  not  won- 
der to  find  a  Chefapeak  in  the  river  Thames. 
He  decried  the  Mar  with  Holland  as  a  war 
of  perfidy.  From  the  cautious  concealment  of 
the  meafure,  he  expected-  fome  great  achieve- 
ment to  compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  reputation 
in  fo  ihameful  a  furprife.  But  inftead  of  an 
attack  againft  the  fpice  iilands,  Ceylon,  or 
fome  other  important  place,  St.  Euftalia  alone 
was  captured,  and  he  folemnly  believed,  the 
furrender  of  lord  Cornwallis's  army  had  been 
occasioned  bv  the  manner  in  which  the  general 
and  admiral  had  difpofed  of  the  (tores.  In 
conclufion,  he  quoted  an  obfervation  of  the 
late  lord  Chatham  ;  "  If  the  prefent  fyfrem  is 
po if ued,  I  will  not  fay  that  his  majefty  will 
lofe  the  crow  n,  but  his  affairs  will  be  precipi- 
tated into  fuch  a  ftate  of  ruin,  detraction,  and 
calamity,  that  his  crown  will  be  fcarcely  worth 
his  wearing." 

The  duke  of  Richmond,  coinciding  in  lord 
Shelburnc's  fentiments,  carried  his  cenfures 
ftill  further;  the  calamities  of  the  reign,  he 
(aid,  thould  be  attributed  not  to  ambition  in 
i[ie  enemies,  but  folly  in  the  minifters  of  the 
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chap  crmvn-  He  vehemently  descried  the  rcprefen- 
xlii.  tation  of  the  people,  and  affirmed  that  the 
^itf  country  was  governed  by  clerks,  each  minifter 
confining  himfelf  to  his  own  office,  and  con- 
sequently, inftead  of  refponiibility,  union  of 
opinion,  and  concerted  meatuics,  nothing  was 
displayed  but  diffeniion,  weaknefs,  and  cor- 
ruption. All  the-  faults  in  government  ori- 
ginated in  the  interior  cabinet,  and  as  a  proof 
that  inch  an  influence  exifted,  he  quoted  lord 
Chatham's  declaration,  that  "  when  he  entered 
the  king's  clofet,  he  found  the  ground  rotten, 
and  himfelf  duped  and  deceived.'' 

The  marquis  of  Rockingham  drew  a  com- 
panion between  the  king's  acccfiion  and  the 
prefent  period.  On  the  death  of  that  great 
and  good  prince  George  II.  he  faid,  triumph 
and  iuccefs  attended  our  arms  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe;  a  Pitt  directed  the  political 
machine,  a  Newcaftle  the  finances,  a  Lejrsre 
prefided  over  the  exchequer,  and  an  Anion 
over  the  navv  ;  forming  not  onlv  an  able  and 
upright,  but,  which  was  far  more  important 
in  this"  country,  a  popular  adminiftration.  Thefe 
men  had  been  compelled  one  by  one  to  retire, 
and  from  that  period  every  thing  was  con- 
ducted by  favoiuitifm  and  fecret  influence. 
Secret  imiitence,  and  Iuft  of  unconfritutional 
j)Ower,  had  given  birth  to  an  attempt  at  ren- 
dering America  as  fervile  and  devoted  as 
England  had  proved  hericlf.  This  had  occa- 
fioned  and  prolonged  the  war,  and  the  affertion 
in  the  king's  fpeech,  that  it  originated  in  the 
refllefs  ambition  of  the  enemy,  was  therefore 
an  arrant  falflhood. 

Lord  Camden   reprobated  the  conduct  of 

the  War,  attributing  its  mifcarriages  principally 

to  the  deranged  itate  of  the  navy,   to  irrefo- 
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hition  and  want  of  vigour  in  the  cabinet,  and    chap. 
above   all  to  the  fatal  error  of  continuing-  to    JLL^ 
bend   our   principal    efforts   againft  America.     ■■***• 
The  fubjugation  of  the  colonies   iJiould  now 
be   rendered   a   fecondary  object ;  and   all    our 
exertions  employed   in   reftoring  the  navy  to 
its  priftioe  refpert,  effective  ftrength,  arrd  wonted 
fuperiority.     Though  late,  the  experiment  was 
worth  making-,  and  if  foiled    we  muft  fubmit 
to  Providence.     In  the  laft  war,    we  retained 
the   choice   of    attack,    and    confounded   our 
enemies,  who  knew  not  where  or  how  to  defend 
themfelves ;   panic  and  defpair  fucceeded  con- 
fufion,  and  victory  was  ours  on  every  fide. 

The  raeafures  of  government  Mere  fpecifi- 
cally  defended  by  lord  Storrnont  and  the 
earl  of  Hillfborough,  but  their  arguments  were 
not  proportioned  to  the  vigour  of  the  attack; 
and  the  lord  chancellor,  -while  he  palled  the 
hiafheft  encomiums  on  the  judgment  and  elo- 
qucnee  of  lord  Camden,  refitted  the  amend- 
ment, principally  as  it  was  contrary  to  the 
eftabmhed  forms  of  parliament.  It  was  re- 
jected by  a  confiderable  majority,*  and  no 
more  than  three  peers  lubferibed  a  fliort  pro- 
tect 

Itf  the  houfe  of  commons,  Fox  moved  an 
amendment  iimilar  to  that  of  lord  Shclburne. 
He  farcahieally  applauded  the  miniftry  for 
engaging  very  young  members  to  move  and 
fecdnd  the  addrefs  ; d  a  talk  which  required 
the  benefit  of  inexperience,  the  recommenda- 
tion of  ignorance.  Though  himfelf  a  young 
man,  he  could  not  be  culled  a  young  member; 
he  had  feen  the.  whole  fyftem  of  minifters,  their 

c   75   to   31. 

d  Mr.  Percival  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ortlc. 
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chap,   progrefiive  madnefs,    impolicy,  or  treachery; 

0^>O  but  their  audacity  in  bringing  fuch  a  fpeech 
,78l#  to  the  houfe,  and  moving  fuch  an  addrefs,  was 
to  him  a  fubjeer,  of  aftoniftiment,  nay  of  horror. 
Men  unacquainted  with  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion,  and  ignorant  that  the  fpeech  was  con- 
trived by  a  cabinet  council,  would  pronounce 
it  that  of  an  arbitrary,  defpotic,  hard-hearted 
and  unfeeling  monarch ;  who,  having  involved 
the  flaves  his  fubjecls  in  a  ruinous  and  unna- 
tural Mar,  to  glut  his  enmity,  or  fatiate  his 
revenge,  was  determined  to  perfevere  in  fpite 
of  calamity  and  even  of  fate.  The  general 
expectation  was,  that  the  king  would  have 
avowed  with  regret  his  having  been  deluded, 
and  requeued  the  affiftance  of  parliament  in 
reftoring  peace,  fecurity,  and  happinefs  ;  but 
inftead  of  this  they  had  heard  a  fpeech  breath- 
ing vengeance,  blood,  mifery,  and  rancour. 

The  mover  of  the  addrefs  had  obferved,  that 
there  were  members  of  parliament  fo  loft  to 
duty,  honour,  and  lliame,  as  to  exprefs  warm 
withes  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enemy,  to  o-lory  in 
their  conquefts,  and  boaft  of  the  countenance 
they  had  given  to  rebellion;  to  fuch  men  nuifl 
the  calamities  of  the  country  be  attributed. 
In  reply  to  this  obfervation,  Fox  quoted  lord 
Chatham,  who,  at  the  very  commencement  of 
the  difpute,  "  thanked  God  that  America  re- 
"  fifted  the  claims  of  the  mother-country." 
"  But  all  the  calamities  of  the  country,"  he 
continued,  "  are  afcribed  to  the  wifhes,  the 
joy,  and  the  fpeeches  of  oppcfition.  Oh 
miferable  and  unfortunate  miniftry  !  Oh  blind 
and  incapable  men  !  whofe  meafuresare  framed 
with  fo  little  forefight,  and  executed  with  fo 
little  firmnefs,  that  they  crumble  to  pieces  and 

brinp* 


GEORGE    III.  423 

bring  ruin  on  the  country,  merely  becaufe  one  chap 
rafti,  weak,  or  wicked  man  in  the  houfe  of  XLn- 
commons  makes  a  fpeech  again!!  them  !  What  17**. 
defpieable  ttatefmen,  who  frame  their  meafures 
in  fo  feeble  and  wretched  a  manner  as  to  make 
no  provifion  for  the  contingencies  of  fortune, 
nor  for  the  ram  or  even  wicked  paflions  of 
individuals  !  Could  they  expect  there  would  be 
no  raili,  no  weak,  no  wicked  men  in  the  king- 
dom, or  were  they  fo  ram,  fo  weak,  and  fo 
wicked,  as  to  contrive  meafures  of  fucli  a  tex- 
ture, that  the  intervention  of  anv  unforeleen 
circumftance  broke  them  to  pieces  and  deihoyed 
the  empire."  Iletrofpective  cenfures  were  de- 
precated, but  minifters  niuft  bear  to  hear  them; 
they  mult  hear  them  on  that  day  when  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  inuft  recal  to  their 
ears,  the  difsrraceful  and  ruinous  meafures  which 
had  brought  the  kingdom  to  its  prefent  ftate. 
They  muft  not  only  hear  them  in  parliament, 
but  he  trufted,  through  the  indignation  and 
vengeance  of  an  injured  and  undone  people, 
they  would  hear  of  them  at  the  tribunal  of 
juftice,  and  expiate  them  on  the  public  i  carl  old. 
The  day  was  approaching,  it  was  at  hand,  when 
the  people  would  no  longer  fubmit,  nor  the 
miniftry  efcape.  lie  would  not  fay  he  believed 
they  were  in  the  pay  of  France ;  it  was  not 

Jjoliible  for  him  to  prove  the  fact;  but  they 
lad  ierved  the  grand  monarquc  more  faithfully 
and  more  fuccelsfully  than  ever  minifters  ferved 
a  mafter.  If  the  French  king  had  exhauftcd 
his  exchequer  and  drained  his  refources  tor 
their  emolument,  he  cheaply  purchafed  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  kingdom :  they  had 
promoted  the  French  aim  of  univeifal  monarchy 
more   than  all  the  preceding  minifters  France 

°  had 
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C  h  A  p.  had    ever    employed,   nay  more  than   all   the 
|u~j    achievements  of  Louis  Ic  grand.     In  fupport 
i/Si;      of  tnefe  afiertions,  Mr.  Fox  reviewed  the  ori- 
gin and  conduct  of  the  Avar,  affirming  that  the 
'')1*s  of  the  army  in  Virginia,  and  the  lofs  of 
irteen  provinces,  mult,  be  folely  afcribed  to 
I     •  influence  of  the  crown.     All  the  calamities 
of  tHe  nation  were  connected  with  the  fvftem 
and  with  the  men  in  power.     By  changing  the 
c  toto,    and   removing   the  others,    the 

I  d  would  be  purified,  and  the  whole 

I  no  1  »nij;er  contaminated. 

Sf.v  het  members  in  oppofition  fpoke 

in  ri  h'fol  terms  of  the  condition  of  the 

navy,  and  the  general  fyftem  of  government. 
.  Thomas  Pitt  did  not  hehtate  to  affirm, 
'  idt  there  was  no  public,  no  parliament,  nor 
could  government  be  conducted  without  bring- 
ing to  an  account,  thofe  who  had  reduced  the 
nation  to  its  p  relent  difgraceful  fituation."  He 
did  not  defire  a  change  of  miniurv;  no  matter 
v/hat  puppets  worked  the  difmalfcene!  Whether 
one  low  little  fet  of  men,  on  one  or  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe,  while  the  fee  ret  poi- 
foning  influence  remained,  which  had  begun 
with  and  continued  through  the  whole  reign. 
He  hoped  to  God  the  miniftry  would  not  be 
difplaced  till  they  had  brought  the  affairs  of 
the  nation  to  fuch  a  crifis,  as  Mould  draw  on 
them  a  fuitable  reward.  He  favoured  the 
end  men  t,  hut  if  it  were  carried  would  not 
vote  for  the  addrefs,  nor  con  fen  t  to  a  milling 
of  fupply  in  fupport  of  a  war  to  which  the 
country  gentlemen  had  unfortunately  afforded 
too  much  countenance. 

The  reflections  on  the  ffate  of  the  navy  wen 
aniweied  by  lord  Mul  crave,  who  refuted  many 

auertions 
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aflertions  by  contradictory  fa  61s,  and  affirmed,  chap. 
that  at   no   previous   period   had   fo    ample    a     XLII. 
marine  been  provided,    a  marine  which   em-    ^TtsTT^ 
ployed  a  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  men. 
In  the  eourie  of  his  fpeech,  he  advanced  the 
extraordinary  affertion,  that  Great  Britain  never 
was  equal  to  France  in  a  naval  conteft,  when 
that  power  applied  all  her  refources  and  ftrength 
to  the  equipment  of  a  navy.     In  the  reigns  of 
William  in. e  and  queen  Anne,   France  was  fu- 
perior  to   Great  Britain  and    Holland.      The 
prefent  war  was  calamitous,  hut  not  difgrace* 
fill :  nor  could  a  period  of  hiitory  be  produced, 
when  the  honour  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  had 
rifen  to  a  more  olorious  height. 

Lord  North,  in  a  ihort  but  able  fpeech, 
anfwered  the  philippic  of  Air.  Fox,  treating 
withfcorn  the  insinuation  that  minifters  received 
the  pay  of  France ;  the  leader  of  oppolition 
did  not  believe  it,  nor  did  any  man  in  the 
houfe,  or  in  the  kingdom.  The  misfortunes  of 
the  country  had  been  attributed  to  the  mil- 
conduct,  incapacity,  or  treachery  of  mini  iters; 
but  whatever  might  be  their  talents,  their  zeal 
in  the  fervice  of  their  country  was  indifputable, 
and  their  errors  thole  of  the  judgment,  not 
the  heart.  The  American  war  was  profecutcd, 
not  with  the  infamous  delign  of  aggrandizing 
the  crown  at  the  expence  of  the  conftitution, 
and  making  the  fubjects  flaves  that  the  king 
might  be  defpotic,  but  with  the  view  of  prc- 
fervino-  intire  and  unbroken  the  old  and  vene- 
rable  conltitution  of  government,  compoied  of 

e  The  views  of  William   on  the  continent,   turned  his  attention 
from  a  naval  to  a  land  force  :  nearly  the   tune  continental  politics 
prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne;   time 
fore  lord  Mulgravc's  argument  cannot  by  any  means  be  confidered 
as  concluftve. 

king, 
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chap,  kiiie*,  lords,  and  commons,  for  which  our  fa* 
XLI1-     thers   had    bled,    and    which    Europe  envied. 

'T^sTT^  The  Americans  had  originally  no  objection  to 
fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  crown,  but  ob- 
je6ted  to  the  interference  of  parliament.  They 
were  adverfe  to  the  claims  of  parliament,  and 
not  tbofe  of  the  lbvereign,  and  for  the  prefer* 
vation  of  thofe  refilled  rights  the  war  was  com- 
menced.  "  A  melancholy  difaiierhas  occurred 
in  Virginia,"  he  laid,  "  but  are  we  therefore 
to  lie  down  and  die  ?  No  :  it  ought  rather  to 
impel,  to  urge,  to  animate  ;  for  by  bold  and 
united  exertions  every  thing  may  be  laved; 
by  dejection  and  defpair  every  thing  muft  be 
loft."  He  would  not  be  deterred  by  menaces 
of  impeachment  and  the  fcafTold  from  ftriv- 
jng  to  preferve  the  rights  and  legiilative  au- 
thority of  parliament.  The  war  had  been 
unfortunate,  but  not  unju ft,  it  was  founded  in 
right,  and  dictated  bynecefiitv;  he  had  always 
thought  fo,  and  ihould  the  ilia  re  he  had  taken 
jn  maintaining  the  conftitution  lead  to  the 
fcaffold,  his  opinions  would  remain  unaltered. 

Burke  role  indignant  at  this  fpeech,  which 
he  termed  not  only  imprudent  but  audacious; 
it  froze  his  blood  and  harrowed  up  his  foul. 
If  men  were  untaught  by  experienee,  if  neither 
calamities  could  make  them  feel,  nor  the  voice 
of  God  make  them  wife,  what  had  this  poor, 
fallen,  miferabje,  undone  country  to  hope  ? 
The  war  was  not  unfortunate  but  difWacetul  • 
the  former  epithet  could  only  apply  to  occur-: 
renccs  in  which  fortune  alone  was  concerned, 
but  the  prefent  war  exhibited  neither  plan  nor 
ibrefight.  Victories  and  defeats,  towns  taken, 
or  evacuated,  generals  appointed  or  recalled, 
all  were  alike,,  all  were  calamitous.  Victory 
jnfpired  frope,  defeat  defpair,  but  both  initi-. 
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gated  us  to  go  on,  and  both  were  therefore  chap, 
calamitous.  The  king's  ipeech,  however,  was  xlu. 
the  greatest  calamity  of  all,  for  that  ihewed 
the  difpofition  of  minifters,  not  to  retreat  an 
inch,  but  to  plunge  deeper,  and  augment  the 
difgface  and  unhappinefs  of  the  nation.  But 
who  could  patiently  hear  of  rights,  which  had 
Coft  us  lo  much,  and  which  were  likely  to  cofc 
us  our  all.  '*  Good  God"'  !  He  exclaimed, 
"  are  we  yet  to  be  told  of  the  ri'o-bts  for  which 
we  went  to  war.  Oh,  excellent  rights  !  Oh, 
valuable  rights !  that  have  coir  Britain  thirteen 
provinces,  four  i Hands,  a  hundred  thoufand 
men,  and  more  than  fevehty  millions  of  monev  ! 
Oh,  wonderful  rights  !  that  have  loft  to  Great 
Britain  her  empire  on  the  ocean,  her  boafted, 
grand,  and  fubitantial  fupcriority,  which  made 
the  world  bend  before  her  I  Oh,  ineftimable 
rights  !  that  have  taken  from  us  our  rank 
among  nations,  our  importance  abroad,  and  our 
happinels  at  home;  that  have  deprived  us  of 
our  trade  and  manufactures  ;  reduced  us  from 
the  moft  flourishing  empire  in  the  world,  to  one 
of  the  moil  compact,  unenviable  powers  on  the 
face  of  the  globe!  Oh,  wonderful  rights!'  that 
are  likely  to  take  from  us  alt  that  yet  remains  ! 
We  had  a  right  to  tax  America,  and  as  we  had 
a  right  we  mui't  do  it.  We  mult  riik  every 
thing,  forfeit  every  thing,  think  of  110  confe- 
rences, take  no  confjderation  into  view  but 
our  right,  confult  no  ability,  nor  meafure  our 
right  with  our  power,  but  muft  have  our  right. 
Oh,  miferable  and  infatuated  minifters  !  Mife- 
rable  and  undone  country  !  not  to  know  that 
right  fignifies  nothing  without  might:  that  the 
claim,  without  the  power  of  enforcing  it,  was 
nugatory  and  idle  in  the  copyhold  of  rival 
ftates,  or  of  immenfe  bodies.     Oh  !  lays  a  (illy 

man, 


430  HISTORY    OF  ENGLAND. 

chap,   man,  full  of  his  prerogative  of  dominion  over 
xlii.     a  few  beafts  of  the  field,    there  is   excellent 

^^TyuT'  wool  on  the  back  of  a  wolf,  and  therefore  he 
miift  be  fh eared.  What!  ihearawolf?  Yes. 
But  will  he  comply  ?  have  you  confidered  the 
trouble  ?  how  will  you  »et  this  wool  ?  Oh  ;  I 
have  confulcred  nothing,  and  I  will  coniider 
nothing-  but  my  right:  a  wolf  is  an  animal 
that  has  wool ;  all  animals  that  have  wool  are 
to  be  fhorn,  and  therefore  I  will  ihear  the  wolf. 
This  was  iuft  the  kind  of  reafonino-  urged 
by  the  minifter,  and  this  the  counfel  he  had 
given." 

After  a  protracled  diieuiiion,  the  amend- 
ment was  negatived. f 

aStbNov.  On  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  addrefs, 
the  debate  was  renewed,  and  principally  dii- 
tinguiihed  by  a  molt  eloquent  harangue  from 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  acquired  great  applaufe 
from  both  fides  of  the  houfe.  He  role  to 
vent  thofe  fentiments  of  indignation  which 
rendered  his  fituation  too  painful  to  be  endured 
in  filence.  Duty  to  his  fovereign  and  his  coun- 
try impelled  him  to  endeavour  at  preventing 
parliament  from  precipitately  pledging  the 
houfe  to  profecute  the  American  war,  and  per- 
fevere  in  that  fatal  fyftem  which  had  led  a  once 
flourifhing  and  glorious  nation,  ftep  by  flep,  to 
a  fituation  themoft  calamitous  and  difgraceful; 
a  fituation  which  threatened  the  final  dilfolution 
of  the  empire.  He  was  unable  to  account  for 
the  confidence  of  minifters  in  propofing  an 
addrefs  which  pledged  parliament  to  meafures, 
of  which  not  even  a  plan  or  outline  was  fub- 
mitted  to  their  confideration.  What  could 
occaiion  lb  ftedfafl  an  adherence  to  the  Ame- 

f    21 S    tO    I29. 
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rican  war?  Was  there  any  national  object  in  chap. 
purfuit?  Certainly  none  !  In  real  truth  the  ob-  ^]^J 
jeet  of  conteft  was  an  appendage  to. the  office  1781. 
or"  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  too  dear  to  be  re- 
linquiihed  ;  it  Mas  the  grand  pillar,  built  on 
the  ruins  of  the  conftitution,  bv  which  he  held 
his  fituation ;  the  great  means  of  extending 
that  influence  of  the  crown  on  which  alone  he 
placed  his  fecurity  !  But  how  could  minifters 
expect  the  confidence  of  parliament,  who  had 
among  themfelves  no  bond  of  union  ?  "  I  am 
iatisficd.  in  my  foul"  he  exclaimed  "  that 
were  I  to  go  from  one  end  of  the  treafury 
bench  to  the  other,  and  afk  every  man  there, 
if  he  could  trull  his  neighbour,  they  would 
all  anfwer  in  the  negative :  and  yet  they  ex- 
pect from  parliament  that  confidence  which 
1  hey  have  not  in  each  other." 

Me.  Pitt  then  analized  the  different  rea- 
fons  airigned  on  the  preceding  day  for  conti  > 
nuintr  the  war.  Lord  North  had  argued  that 
the  war  was  juft  and  necefiarv.  As  to  its 
juftice,  no  difcuilion  was  neceifary,  the  whole 
univerfc  had  heard  and  feen  enough  to  decide 
on  that  head  ;  the  term  neceffity,  as  applied  to 
its  prolongation,  was  not  eafily  underftood ;  it 
could  mean  no  tiling  lliort  of  phyfical  neceffity, 
and  to  fay  that  an  end  could  not  be  put  to  the 
v,  ar,  if  parliament  were  fo  refolved,  was  an  ab~- 
furcjity  too  grofs  for  animadvedion.  Lord 
George  Germaine  had  reited  all  his  hope  on  the 
more  mild,  lenient,  and  moderate  expectation 
of  the  practicability  of  difpatching  a  fufficient 
force  to  enable  the  numerous  friends  of  Great 
Britain  to  conquer  their  opponents.  To  ap- 
preciate the  wifdom  of  this  conceit,  Mr.  Pitt 
recommended  a  retrofpect  of  the  war  ;  the 
tiie  laft  campaign,  and  above  all  the 

tenth 
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chap,  tenth  article  of  lord  Cornwallis's  capitulation, 
xlii.  where  all  the  friends  of  Great  Britain,  all  the 
^^sTT*  loyalifts  who  had  heen  treacheroufly  deluded 
to  join  the  army,  were  left  to  the  civil  juftice 
of  their  country.  He  could  not  define  what 
was  the  civil  juftice  of  America,  but  if  the 
fame  treacherous  fyftem  which  had  long  dif- 
graced  Great  Britain  were  perfevered  in,  civil 
juftice  might  overtake  thofe  who  were  more 
proper  objecls  of  its  operation,  than  the  unfor- 
tunate wretches  who  had  facrificed  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  the  empty  promifes  of  an  aban- 
doned adminiftration. 

Burke  alio  returned  to  the  charge,  advert- 
ing to  lord  Cornwallis's  furrender,  and  to  the 
horrible  fpeciacle  which  muft  meet  the  eyes  of 
a  prince  of  the  blood, g  who  could  not  fail 
along  the  American  coaft,  without  beholding 
the  faithful  adherents  of  his  father  hanging 
in  quarters  on  every  head-land.  The  blood  ot 
all  the  Americans  who  loft  their  lives  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  capitulation,  refted  on  the 
head  of  lord  Cornwallis  or  the  miniftry,  and  he 
-would  make  thole  walls  re-echo  with  it  till  the 
noble  earl,  for  whole  virtues  he  had  the  higheft 
regard,  accounted  for  a  conduct  fo  difgraceful 
to  the  Britifh  name,  fo  difgraceful  to  humanity. 
He  compared  the  furrender  of  York  town  with 
that  of  Saratoga,  and  branded  the  miniiters  as 
the  caufe  of  thofe  difafters,  and  the  addrefs  as 
the  molt  hypocritical,  infamous,  abandoned, 
lying  paper,  the  houfe  had  ever  been  called  on 
to  vote. 

Mn.  Courteney  mentioned  with  indigna- 
tion  the   invidious  comparifon   between   two 

f.  Prince  William  Henry,  now  duke  of  Clarence,  who  then  ferved 
in  a  uiboidinatfj  (tation  in  the  fleer. 

unfuccefsful 
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iinfaccefsful  generals.    Lord  Cormvallis  had  fal-  chap. 
lcn,  not  ignobly,  by  the  united  arms  of  France    J?^ 
and  America:    he  had  not  fallen   in  the  pride      178*. 
of  prefumption  by  the  pqffe  comitatus ;    but 

admired  and  refpected  even  by  the  enemy. 
"  His  chains,"  the  generous  orator  exclaimed, 
"  are  wreathed  with  laurels;  he  is  an  honour 
to  his  profeilion,  who  will  add  luftre  to  the 
higneft  dignities  that  can  be  conferred  on  him, 
and  the  lacred  and  applauding  voice  of  the 
people,  will  fanctify  the  choice  of  a  discerning 
fovereign." 

The  report  was  received.11 

Lord  Cornwallis  was  not  alone  expofed  3othNov. 
to   animadveriion  ;    Sir   George    Rodney    and  Debates  on 
general   Vaughan  received  early  notice   from  0fe|Jp    8 
Burke,  that  he  mould  demand  copies  of  their  Euftatia. 
inftrucuons   for  proceedings   at   St.   Euftatia; 
and  both  profeffing  themfelves  ready  to  meet 
the  inquiry,  he  made  his   motion.      His  fpeech  ^ih  Dec, 
Mas    a  feries    of  farcaltic    reflections    on    the 
commanders,  whom  he  reprefented  as  cowardly 
and  cruel  in  their  meditated  attack  on  St.  Yin- 
cent's,  and  wanton  and  rapacious  plunderers  of 
the  inhabitants  of  .St.  Euftatia.     He  difplayed 
the   abfurdity   of  felling  the  ltores   in   i'ueh  a 
manner  as  to  furnifh  the  enemy  with  fupplies  - 
which  thi  uld  no  otherwife  have  obtained, 

and  aceufed  the  admiral  of  promoting  their 
fuceeifes,  by  lingering  on  the  fpot  to  which  his 
intereft  fixed  him,  while  the  French  fleet  was 
reinforced,  and  Tobago  taken.  He  hoped  the 
i wo  commanders  would  not  reft  contented  with 

I   approbation,  and  the  fupport  of  friends  : 
a  man  might  i    . 

Populus  me  fibilut  at  mihi  plaudo, 


Iptc  domi  fimul  ac  nunimos  contemplor  in  area; 

h   131   to   54.. 
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CxLnP'  kut  juftice  and  the  public  would  require  fome- 
,\^^J  thing  more.  He  -mould  perfevere  in  urging 
I7Sl-  inquiry  :  the  character  of  aecufer  was  odious 
only  when  the  object  of  inculpation  was  weak, 
opprefled,  or  indigent,  but  it  was  not  odious 
to  profecute  guilt  in  ftars  and  ribbons,1  guilt 
rewarded  and  countenanced  by  the  official" and 
the  opulent 

The  admiral  faid  he  appeared  before  Saint 
Euftatia,  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  off  fupplies 
from  the  enemy,  and  with  the  fixed  determina- 
tion  not  to  grant  any  terms  to  the  inhabitants, 
who,  though  nominally  friends  to  England, 
had  been  the  allies  of  the  enemy.  Many  refi- 
dents,  who  called  themfelves  Englifhmen,  were 
not  aihamed  to  fupply  warlike  Itores  for  the 
deltruftion  of  their  country,  and  as  he  confider- 
ed  fuch  men  undeferving  of  favour,  he  deter- 
mined to  mew  them  none.  Far  from  fuffering 
ftores  to  be  conveyed  to  the  enemy's  iflands, 
directly  or  circuitouily,  he  had  ordered  them 
all  to  his  majeily's  depots  at  Antigua,  and,  to 
infure  obedience,  had  deprived  the  iliips  dec- 
lined to  convey  them  of  their  provisions, 
fav.e  a  bare  fufficiency  for  the  voyage.  Inftead 
of  remaining  inactive,  as  had  been  infmuated, 
he  had  planned  two  expeditions,  one  againft 
Curacoa,  the  other  againft  Surinam,  when  he 
received  advice  that  a  French  fleet  of  ten  or 
twelve  fail,  with  about feventy  tranfports,  was 
failing  for  Martinique,  and  difpatched  Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood  with  fifteen  fail  to  encounter  them. 
His  intention  afterwards  to  fight  de  Grafle  was 
difconcerted  by  intelligence  conveyed  to  the 
French  admiral,  and  he  detailed  facts  which 
fully  mewed  him  exempt  from  blame  in  not 

1  Rodney  had  received  the  Order  of  the  Bath  in  November  1780. 
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fuccouring Tobago,  or  preventing  the  cataftro-  chap. 
phe  in  Virginia.  xm. 

General  Vaughan,  protefting  on  his  ho-  ^sTT^ 
nour  that  he  was  not  directly  or  indirectly  one 
Chilling  enriched  by  the  capture  of  St.  Euftatia, 
aiicrted  that  he  had  treated  the  enemy  with  the 
utmoft  lenity ;  the  Jews,  who  were  felected  as 
peculiar  objects  of  commiferative  complaint, 
had  been  fhipped  at  their  own  defire  for  St. 
Thomas's,  but  when  the  general  learned  they 
had  been  landed  at  St.  Chriftopher's,  he  caufed 
a  reftitution  of  their  houfes  and  property,  and 
in  teftimonv  of  their  fatisfaction  at  his  conduct, 
he  produced  to  the  houfe  an  addrels  from  the 
whole  body  in  fynagogue,  expreffive  of  their 
happinefs  in  living  under  the  mild  government 
of  George  III.  k  Upon  the  whole  he  had  acted, 
to  the  bell  of  his  judgment,  for  his  country's 
good,  and  not  his  own ;  and  as  he  was  neither 
a  lawyer  nor  a  merchant,  he  mould  not  again 
in  fimilar  circumftances  act  differently.  The 
motion  was  negatived. x 

In  debating  the  army  eitimates,  the  grand  3oth, 
principle  of  the  war  came  again  under  difcuf-  Supplies 
fioiij  oppofition  at  firft  adopting  the  unprece-  °PP01cd- 
tlented  meafure  of  oppofing  the  fupply  in  toto. 
On   the   failure   of    this   wild    attempt,  m    Sir  12th  Dec. 
James   Lowther  interrupted  the  order  of  the  ^ainftAe 
day  for  the  army  eftimates,  by  moving  a  refo-  war  by  Sir 
lution,   "  that  the   war   carried   on   in   North  Y™\ 
America  had  been  ineffectual  either  in  protect- 

k  The  expulfion  and  plunder  of  the  Jews  wa>;  afterwards  (4'h 
February  1782)  referred  to  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Hj- 
hen,  and  motion  of  Burke,  and  a  report  prefented  (i^.th  May) 
reflecting  great  difcredit  on  the  character  of  the  general  and  admiral. 
Actions  at  law  inltituted  againft  Rodney,  were  fubfequently  de<  1  led 
to  his  difadvantage,  and  he  was  forced  to  refund  large  fums  for  pro- 
perty illegally,  though  not  undefervedly  feized. 

1   163  to  89.  «*  It.  was  over-ruled  by  17;  to  77. 
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chap,   ing  the  king's  fubjeels,  or  defeating;  the  dange- 
XLir.     rous  defigris  of  his  enemies."     If  this  propofi- 

'"T^sTT'  tion  was  affented  to,  he  prornifed  to  follow  it 
with  another,  "  that  all  further  attempts  to  re- 
duce the  revolted  colonies  were  repugnant  to 
the  true  interefts  of  the  kingdom,  as  tending  to 
weaken  its  efforts  again  ft  its  ancient  and  power- 
fid  enemies." 

Mr.  Powys  feconded  the  motion  in  a  long 
and   able   fpeech,  difplaying  the  illufory  and 
fallacious  nature  of  every  hope  to  fub  jugate 
America,  and  defcribing  the  declining  irate  of 
the  nation,    and  the  ill-timed  inflexibility  of 
government,   by  parallels,  in  the  glowing  lan- 
ffuase  of  Gibbon,  from  the  reisnis  of  the  Roman 
emperors  Valentinian  III.  and  Honorius.     He 
exhorted  the  houfe  to  confider  the  nature  of 
the  war,  which  was  not  waged  between  rival 
ftates  for  a  barrier  or  boundary,  but  fo  confti- 
tuted  that  every  conclufion  muft  be  unfavour- 
able to   Great  Britain.      The  whole  war  had 
been   conducted   in    delufion ;    every   promife 
broken,    every  afiertion  faliified,   every  object 
relinquished.     It  was  now  a  war  of  revenue, 
now  of  fupremacy;  now  a  war  of  coercion,  then 
of  friendship ;  and  thus  the  people,   the  houfe, 
and  particularly  the  country  gentlemen,  had 
been  deluded,  confounded,  abufed,  and  cheated. 
Evafion  led   but  to  evafion  ;    trick   to  trick  : 
repeated  lories  had  converted  firmnefs  into  ob* 
itinacy,   and  an  attachment  to  ancient  princi- 
ples of  party  would  now  be  evidence  of  frenzy. 
It  was  no  longer  time  for  men  to  group  toge- 
ther, or  indulge  in  narrow-minded  diftinclions, 
when  every  horieit  heart  and  hand  in  the  king- 
dom ihouid  level  the  pitiful  boundaries  of  fe- 
paration,  and  unite  to  avert  the  wreck  with 
which  this  unhappy  country  was  lb  imminently 

threatened. 
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threatened.     The  country  gentlemen,  long  de-    chap. 
ceived,    could  be  deluded  no  more.     No  idea      xlii. 
of  American    revenue   remained,     no  idea  of    ^81. 
alleviating  the  burthens  of  Britain  by  carrying 
on  the  war  ;  there  was  no  other  idea,  and  could 
be  no  other  motive,  than  to  preferve  the  power, 
the    confequence,     and    the    emoluments   that 
flowed  from  it.     No  inconvenience  could  re- 
fult  from    declaring,    that    the    continent   of 
America  fhould  no  longer  be  the   theatre   of 
war,    on  the  contrary,   the  European  enemies 
of  Great  Britain  would   become  alarmed  for 
their  numerous  potreffions,   and  a  general  con- 
fternation   would  fpread  among  them  for  the 
fafctv  of  their  wide  extended  dominions. 

Lord  North  acknowledged  the  motions 
to  be  fair,  moderate,  free  from  pafiion,  not 
founded  in  perfonal  refentment,  and  as  to  ftyle 
perfectly  unexceptionable,  but  refuted  to  con- 
cur in  them,  chicflv  becauie  thev  formed  a 
parliamentary  advertifement  to  the  enemy  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  next  campaign  would 
be  conducted  ;  and  moved  the  order  of  the  day. 
He  avowed,  however,  his  opinion,  "  that  it 
would  neither  beivife  nor  right  to  profecute  the. 
war  in  America  any  longer  on  a  continental 
plan ;  that  is,  by  fending  frcjh  armies  to 
march  through  the  colonies,  in  order  by  tkoje 
marches  to  fubdue  America  to  obedience.'' 
Even  this  acknowledgement  he  would  have 
withheld,  but  it  was  plainly  legible  in  the 
eftimates,  the  moderation  of  which  (hewed 
that  government  had  no  intention  of  fubfti- 
tuting  an  army  for  that  of  lord  Cornwallis. 
Polls  rauft  be  maintained  and  defended  in  cafe 
of  attack,  and  the  Britifh  commerce  mult  be 
protected  againft  American  cruileis,    but  Sir 

p  F  3  James 
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chap.  James  Lowther's  motions  would  prevent  the 
*w?*i    accomplishment  of  all  thefe  objects. 
i7si.  Lord   George   Germaixe   coincided   in 

opinion  with  iord  North,  but  declared,  that 
v  henever  the  houfe  adopted  a  motion  which 
amounted  to  a  dereliction  of  America,  he  would 
retire,  for  in  his  opinion  the  moment  American 
independence  was  acknowledged,  the  Britiih 
empire  was  ruined.  Dunning,  though  he  ac- 
quiefced  in  Sir  James  Lowther's  motions,  af- 
ferted  the  fame  fentiment,  adding,  with  un- 
common warmth,  that  the  proportion  to  de- 
clare America  independent,  was  little  ihort  of 
hiffh  treafon." 

Many  confpicuous  members  on  both  fides 
addretfed  the  chair,  but  the  motion  for  the 
order  of  the  day  was  at  length  carried  by  a 
majority  of  forty-one  only,  °  twenty  of  the 
ufual  fupporters  of  adminiftration  having  joined 
the  oppaiing  party. p 
14-th  Dec.  This  debate  was  renewed  in  the  next  fitting 
cewed! ie  °f  the  houfe,  and  was  chiefly  diftinguifhed  by 
an  eloquent  fpeech  from  Mr.  Pitt,  tending  to 
prove  the  total  clifagreement  in  principle  among 
the  members  of  the  cabinet.  He  deferibed 
the  two  parts  of  lord  North's  ftatement  as  re- 
pugnant to  each  other ;  he  hrft  faid  it  was  re- 
folved  no  longer  to  profecute  the  Avar  on  a 
continental  plan,  and  then,  as  if  mocked  at 
having  uttered  any  thing  which  feemed  fatis- 
factory,  or  which  could  be  underftood,  flartled 
at  the  found  of  his  own  words,  and  apprehen- 
five  he  had  dropped  an  exprefiion  by  which  he 
might  be  bound,  he  added  explanatory  expref- 
ilons  which  defeated  the  meaning  of  his  original 

b  Annual  Regifter,  1782,  p.  146. 

f  220  to  179.  t  Annual  Regifler  ubi  flip. 
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declaration.  Lord  North  faid  the  war  was  no  chap, 
longer  to  be  condu&ed  on  its  original  plan,  XUL 
or  with  an  intention  of  fubduing  America  by  I7g,, 
force;  lord  George  Germaine,  that  all  the 
minifters  were  agreed  in  not  abandoning  the 
objects  of  the  war.  "  The  fecretary  for  Ame- 
rica," he  continued,  "  is  of  opinion  that  Great 
Britain  will  be  ruined  if  the  independence  of 
that  country  is  granted,  but  he  gives  it  only 
as  his  own  judgment,  without  knowing  the 
opinions  of  others  !  Is  it  to  be  credited  that  a 
miniftry,  ignorant  of  each  others  opinions,  are 
unanimous  ?  The  abfurdity  is  too  monitrous  to 
be  received,  efpecially  at  a  moment  when  they 
are  more  palpably  difunitcd  than  ever.''  From 
a  comparifon  of  their  fpeeches  he  ftrengthened 
his  affertion  of  their  difunion,  and  averred  that 
one  or  both  had  the  meannefs  to  continue  in 
office,  and  ftand  refponfible  formeafures  which 
they  difapproved.  He  vehemently  invoked 
the  houfe  to  extricate  themfelves  from  the  dif- 
grace  of  being  fubfervient  to  the  defpicable 
views  of  fueh  men.  In  only  one  thing  they 
were  agreed,  and  that  was,  in  their  reiblution 
to  deftroy  the  empire  they  were  called  upon  to 
lave,  and  this  lie  feared  the}'  would  accomplifh, 
before  the  indio-nation  of  a  orcat  and  furrerino- 
people  ihould  fall  on  their  heads  in  merited 
pun  i  ill  men  t.  "  And  God  grant,"  he  added, 
"  that  that  puniihment  be  noe  fo  long  delayed, 
as  to  involve  a  great  and  innocent  family, 
who,  though  they  can  have  had  no  fhare  in 
the  guilt,  may,  and  moft  likely  will,  fuffer  the 
confequences." 

Sir  George  Savile  ridiculed  the  addrefs, 
and  compared  the  crown  and  parliament  to 
dancers  of  a  minuet  to  a  time  of  the  minifter's 

f  f  4  compofing. 
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chap.  cdmf>dfmg.  The  crown  led  off  one  way,  the 
Jzllzj  parliament  in  a  fimilar  ftep  to  the  oppofite 
1781.  corner;  they  then  joined  hands,  and  the  dance 
terminated  as  it  began.  If  m  in  liters  were  to 
put  into  the  king's  mouth  the  line  "  What 
beauties  does  Flora  difclofe,"  the  houfe  would 
echo  "  How  fweet  are  herfmiles  upon  Tweed/' 
In  a  more  ferious  tone,  he  infilled  that  the 
addrefs,  though  demanded  as  merely  compli- 
mentary, was  intended  to  he  combined  with 
other  meafufes,  and  ultimately  to  delude  Par- 
liament into  a  continuance  of  the  American 
Avar.  He  compared  minifrers  to  the  Spartan, 
who  in  a  lea  engagement  fwam  to  a  galley  and 
feized  it  with  his  right  hand,  which  was  inftantly 
chopped  off.  He  then  renewed  the  effort  with 
his  left,  and  met  a  fimilar  eatafirophc.  The 
failors  in  the  galley  then  afked  if  he  meant  to 
perievere ;  the  Spartan  anfwered  not  in  the 
fame  way,  and  feized  his  object  with  his  teeth. 
Thus  adminiitration  had  loit  two  armies  (botli 
their  hands)  in  attempts  on  America,  yet  Were 
they,  like  the  Lacedemonian,  determined  to 
proceed.  But  they  mould  remember,  and  he 
warned  them,  that  when  the  Lacedemonian 
did  proceed,  lie  was  deprived  of  his  head. 

Alt  ho  u  gh  this  debate  was  long  and  vehe- 
ment,   yet  as  the   aim  of  the  motion  was  to 
delay  the  fupplies,  the  divifion  was  lefs  favour- 
able to  oppolition  than  that  of  the  preceding 
day." 
19th  Dec.        An  attempt  made  by  the  marquis  of  Rock- 
oppoftd'in  ingham,   t(>  .prevent  the  third   reading  of  the 
the  lords,    malt  and  land  tax  bills  till  after  the  recefs,  was 
alfo   rejected,    though   well  fupported   by   the 
mover,  and  productive  of  a  long  debate. 

s  1 66  to  84. 
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No  other  tranfaciiofi  in  either  houfe,  previ-  chap. 
bus  to  the    recefs,    claimed   particular  notice,     l^f'"\ 
except  a  motion  by  Burke,   on  the  fubjeef  of      t?itm 
Air.    Laurens,    who    was   ftill   detained   in   the  3<*and 
tower.      He  painted    the  ill  treatment  of  this  imbues  on 
prifoner  in   glowing  colours,   and  made  many  the  treau 
farcaftic   contrails   between   his   eonducr,   cha-  5'e"!° 
raeter,   and  pretenlions,    and  thofe  of  his  lup- 
pofecl  oppreffors ;  narrating  the  efforts  ufed  for 
effect  in:?-   his   liberation   bv   means  of  an   ex- 
change  of  prifoncrs,  and  reading  to  the  houfe 
a  correfpondence   which   had   palled    between 
himfelf  and  Dr.  Franklin  on  the  fubject.      Lord, 
tieorge  Gcrmaine  refuted  the  charge  of  cruel 
treatment  in  the  moft  fatisfaelory  manner,    by 
a  letter  from  Laurens  written  early  in  his  con- 
finement,1 thanking;   minifters   for  the  indul- 
gences  he  received.     A  petition  from  him  was  zollu 
afterwards   prcfented,   complaining,    in   vague 
and  general  terms,  of' his  rigorous  confinement, 
and  praying  relief.     Burke  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  move  for  a  bill  retaliating  the  exchange 
of  prifoners,  and  amending  the  act  fufpending 
the  habeas  corpus  ;  but  it  was  rendered  mine-  i1*; 
ceffary  by  the  difcharge  of  Laurens.  charged! * 

Although  the  adjournment  of  parliament  Recers. 
was  as  ufual  itrenuoufly  refilled,  it  was  a 
meafure  beneficial  to  oppofition.  The  fabric  of 
adminiiiration  was  vilibly  tottering  ;  the  coun- 
try gentlemen  had  iiiewn  a  difpofitioil  to  del'ert 
the  miniftry,  although  they  would  not  impede 
the  exertions  of  government.  The  opinion 
thatdivifions  fatal  to  forcible  exertion  prevailed 
in  the  cabinet,  daily  gained  additional  cre- 
dence ;  and  the  people  faw  with  impatience  the 
protraction  of  an  expenfive  war,  the  meuilires 

mbtr,   1780. 
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chap,   of  which  feemed  to  be  blafted  in  their  very 

XLII 

commencement. 


- 


1781.  The   rage  for  public  meetings,  clubs,  and 

inginpub-  committees  oi:   delegates,   (till  continued,  and 

tic  meet-  projects  of  reform,  and  petitions,  were  generally 

gs*  ed.     Before  the  adjournment  of  parlia- 

london  ment,  a  common-hall  of  the  city  of  London 

petition  for  voted  an  addrefs/remonftrance,    and  petition 

peace  and  to  the  kins:,   reprobating  his  fpeech  from  the 

change  of  «-*  i  ^  -,       '■.     . 

minilry.  throne,  and  the  conduct  ot  minifters,  recapi- 
tulating the  difafters  of  the  war,  and  their 
effects,  declaring  their  abhorrence  of  it  as  an 
unnatural  and  unfortunate  conteft,  and  re- 
quiring the  difmiinon  of  all  the  king's  aclvifers 
nth  Dec.  both  public  and  fee  ret. '  A  fimilar  addrefs  was 
other  peti-  voted  bv  the  electors  of  Weftminfter,  whom 
Mr.  Fox  convened  in  Weftminfter-haH,  and 
whom  he  addrelTed  in  a  Ion 2;  harangue  formed 
on  the  popular  model,  that  of  comparing  the 
lentiments  and  conduct  of  lord  Chatham  with 
the  prefent  adminiftration.  The  freeholders 
of.  Middlefex  and  Surrey,  the  Weft  India 
planters,  and  many  other  bodies,  adopted  the 
fame  meafure,  with  only  flight  variations  as  to 
terms. 

Yet  the  principle  of  the  war  was  not  un- 
popular :  the  public  burthens,  and  the  general 
failure  of  fuccefs,  occalioned  great  irritability 
in  the  public,  but  any  appearance  of  vigour, 
or  any  important  fuccefs  obtained  by  the  aims 
of  Britain,  would  have  reconciled  to  its  con- 
tinuance many  of  thofe  who  were  now  molt 
clamorous  for  peace. 

s  On  the  prefentation  of  this  paper,  attempts  were  made  to  revive 
the  old  conteft,  refpecling  the  king's  receiving  it  on  the  throne,  and 
a  common-hall  panned  a  lelolution  on  the  fubject.  See  Annual  Re- 
giftsr,   17SJ,  p.  195. 

But 
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But  although  the  mmiftry  had  adopted  wife    chap. 
and  vigorous  plans  for  reftoring  the  prepon-    vf^| 
derance  of  the  Britifh  arms,  the  afpect  of  af-      ,7gl. 
fairs  at  the  dote  of  1781,  and  during  the  ftrft  gj^JJ- 
months  of  the  enfuing  year,  was  highly  difcou-  f"ccsefsfu"i 
raging  and  unprofperous.     Intelligence  having  expedition, 
been  received  of  the  equipment  and  cleftination 
of  a  fleet  from  Breft,  to  reinforce  and  fupply 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  India  fquadrons,    admiral 
Kempenfelt  was  difpatched  to  intercept  it,  with 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  one  ihip  of  fifty  guns, 
and  four  frigates.     The  information  received 
by  government  was  correct  in  every  particular, 
except  the  force  of   the  enemy ;    the  Britiih 
admiral  met  them  at  the  diftance  of  fifty  leagues 
from  Ufhant,  and  as  they  were  fcattered  by  a 
ftorm,  fucceeded  in  taking  twenty  transports 
laden  with   ordnance,    ftores,    and    provifions, 
and   conveying   near    eleven    hundred  troops, 
and  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  feamen.    Per- 
ceiving the  enemy  forming  the  line  of  battle, 
Kempenfelt  prepared  for  the  encounter;  but 
discovering,    on  a  near  approach,    that  their 
force  amounted  to  nineteen  fail  of  the  line, 
ionic  of  which  were  of  the  largeft  dimention, 
two  mips  armed  en  flute,  and  a  great  propor- 
tion of  frigates,  he  reluctantly  declined  hazard- 
ing an  attack,  and  returned  to  England.     The 
value  and    quality  of  the  prizes   proved   the 
importance  of  the   expedition,    and  added  to 
the  disappointment  of  the  public  ;  the  miniftry 
were  loudly  cenfured  for  their  deficiency   in 
information,  or  negligence  of  duty,  and  before 
the  recefs  the  houl'e  of  commons  had  already 
refounded  with  the  complaints  of  oppofition. 

Subsequent  events,    the  intelligence  of  Capture  of 
which  arrived    during  the  renewed  fcinon   of  St.  Chrif- 
parliament,    and   influenced   its   proceedings,  t0Plerw 

were 
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chap,   were  equally  unfavourable  to  adminiftratibn, 

\^^j    The  marquis  de  Bouille,  after  recapturing  St. 

*7&a.      Euftatia,    and   preparing  for  the  conqueft  of 

Demarary  and  IfVequibo,  proceeded  to  the  at- 

i»th  Jan.  tack  of  St.  Chriitopher's,  where  he  landed  eight 
J?*2'  thoufand  men,  protected  by  de  Grafle's  fleet 
of  thirty- two  fail  of  the  line.  Bafleterre,  the 
capital  of  the  iiland,  built  of  wood,  and  defti- 
tute  of  means  of  defence,  feparately  capitulated, 
and  the  French  fleet  anchored  in  the  road, 
while  the  troops  and  militia,  amounting  to  nine 
hundred  and  fifty -men,  under  general  Frafer 
and  governor  Shirley,  repaired  to  Brimftone 
hill,  an  unavailable  eminence,  but  requiring  a 
much  more  numerous  garrifon,  and  extremely 
defective  in  ftores  and  artillery.  The  French 
general  was  however  reduced  to  the  neceffity 

*6th  Jan.  0f  befieging  the  hill  in  form,  and  his  followers, 
with  vait  labour  and  difficulty,  conveyed  the 
rcquifite  artillery,  and  opened  the  trenches. 
Meanwhile  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  with  only  twenty- 
two  in ips  of  the  line,  quitted  Barbadoes,  re- 
folved  to  hazard  an  engagement  with  the  fu- 
perior  force  of  France,  for  the  protection  of  fo 
valuable  an   iiland  as   St.   Chriftopher's.      As 

sjthjan.  foon  as  he  had  formed  his  line  of  battle,  de 
Graffe,  defirous  to  gain  room  for  advantageous 
action,  quitted  his  anchorage,  and  ftood  out  to 
fea;  the  Britiih  admiral,  with  mafterly  judg- 
ment and  prefence  of  mind,  lured  him  ftill 
further  from  the  more,  and  then  placed  his 
own  fleet  in  the  fituation  which  his  opponent 
had  quitted.  De  Grafle,  after  ineffectual  efforts 
to  cut  off  the  rear  of  the  Britiih  fquadron,  and 
two  refolute  attempts  on  the  whole  line  while 
at  anchor,  had  the  mortification  to  witnefs  the 
complete  interception  of  all  communication 
between  himfclf  and  the  army. 

The 
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The  French  general,  however,  continued  chap. 
the  liege  of  Brimftone  hill  with  unremitting  vj^^, 
vigour,  and  prevented  all  correfpondence  be-  1781. 
tween  the  Britiih  tleet  and  the  garrifon.  Yet 
the  critical  ftate  of  his  enterprize  infpired  alarm ; 
Sir  George  Rodney  was  daily  expected  with 
reinforcements  from  England,  and  De  Bouille\ 
having:  loft  near  a  thoufand  men  during  the 
liege,  accelerated  the  furrender  by  threatening 
to  burn  the  plantations,  and  renew  the  devaf- 
tation  which  he  had  committed  at  Tobago. 
The  militia  in  the  garrifon  were  too  much 
interfiled  in  this  menace  not  to  prefs  their 
commanders  to  capitulate ;  and  the  French 
general  acceded  to'every  requisition  they  made, 
regarding  either  public  or  private  property,  13  th  Feb* 
the  garrifon,  or  the  inhabitants  at  large.  Ge- 
neral Frafcr  and  governor  Shirley  were  ex- 
empted from  the  terms  impofed  on  prifoners 
of  war;  the  former  being  allowed  to  rejoin  his 
regiment,  and  the  latter  to  refume  his  govern- 
ment  at  Antigua. 

Admiral  Hood  had  feen  the  French  de- 
flroy  the  batteries  at  Baffeterre;  their  proceed- 
ings indicated  defpair,  and  his  hopes  were  railed 
to  the  moil  fanguine  pitch ;  he  was  propor- 
tionately irritated,  when  the  furrender  was 
made  without  confulting  him,  but  he  fecured 
the  fafety  of  his  fcjuadron  by  Hipping  all  his 
cables  at  the  fame  moment  in  the  night,  and 
getting  under  weigh  fo  iilently,  that  the  enemy's 
fleet  offered  neither  obftruction  nor  purfuit. 
The  linall  iflands  of  Nevis  and  Montferrat  be-  Nevfoan* 
ing  alio  reduced,  Barbadoes  and  Antigua  were  Montfer. 
the  only  Leeward  Iflands  remaining  in  the  pof- 
feilion  of  Great  Britain. 

The  capture  of  Minorca  occafioncd  no  lefs  Capture  of 
dillatisfaCtion  than  the  Lofs  of  the  Weil  India  MlI)- 

inds. 
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chap,  iflsnds.  Fort  St.  Philip's  was  garrifoned  by 
xlii.  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-two  men, 
1 7 sir*  including  four  hundred  invalid  faiiors,  a  ma- 
rine corps,  and  a  few  Greeks  and  Corficans ; 
the  ditch  and  fubterranean  defences  were  cut 
out  of  the  living  rock,  and  exceedingly  ftrong, 
but  the  upper  works  were  not  proportionately 
calculated  for  refiftance,  and  the  garrifon  did 
not  exceed  a  moiety  of  the  requisite  number. 
The  befeoing  force  confiftcd  of  fixteen  thou- 
fand  regular  troops,  with  a  hundred  and  nine 
pieces  of  the  heavieft  cannon,  and  thirty-fix 
great  mortars ;  yet  the  due  de  Crillon,  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  did  not  bluih  to 
attempt  corrupting  the  governor's  integrity 
by  the  proffer  of  a  bribe.  General  Murray 
anfwered  the  deteftable  propofal  in  terms  of 
indignant  reproof,  reminding  the  tempter  of 
the  regard  due  to  the  honour  of  his  own  family, 
which  was  not,  however,  more  illuftrious  than 
that  of  the  general.  The  progrefs  of  the  liege 
was  more  honourable  to  de  Crillon  than  its 
outfet.  By  a  judicious  difpofition  of  his  force, 
he  cut  off  all  iupply  from  the  country,  and  by 
a  well-di reeled  and  inceifant  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  rendered  cafemates  and  fouter- 
rains  the  only  abodes  of  fai'ety.  Although  the 
care  of  the  Britim  government  had  iupplied  all 
neceffaries  for  fubnTtence  and  medicine  even 
to  profufion,  the  garrifon,  in  confequence  of 
the  privation  of  vegetables,  were  afllicied  with 
the  fcurvy,  which,  attended  with  putrid  fevers 
and  dyfentery,  raged  with  peftilential  virulence. 
Their  zeal  produced  acts  of  uncommon  heroifm; 
a  well-conducled  and  fpirited  fally  put  them  in 
poilcifion  of  Cape  Mola,  de  Crillon's  head 
quarters ;  their  batteries  deftroyecLa  powder 
magazine,  and  funk  a  fhip  freighted  with  ar- 
tillery, 
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tillery,  bombs,  and  ftores ;  but  thefe  temporary  chap, 
fucceffes  were  unavailing,    and  fome  unhappy      xlii. 
differences  between  the  governor  and  lieute-      17?2i 
nant-ffovernor    rendered     defence    ftill    more 
hopelefs.     Difeafe  became  at  length  too  power- 
ful for  the  efforts  of  medicine;    the  effective 
garrifon  was  reduced  to  fix  hundred,  and  even 
thefe  could  not  long  be  kept  from  the  hofpital ; 
the  furgeons  remonftrated  to  the  governor,  that 
a  further   delay   of  ca-  ion,    would   01 

occafion  an  unavailing  facririce  of  a  few  devoted 
victims,  whom  an  enlarged  fcene  of  refpiration, 
and  wholefome  nutriment,  alone  could  refcue 
from  the  jaws  of  death.  The  bef  egers  readily 
granted  honourable  terms,  and  teftified  heroic 
regret  at  the  fight  of  this  brave  of  inva- 

lids, marching  through  their  difproportioned 
ranks   to   pile   their   arms.  le  indignation 

expreffed  by  the  garrifon  in  this  laft  act  of 
proftration,  Aras  recorded  with  honourable  ad* 
miration  by  the  enemy,  who  foon  forgot  that 
title,  and  buried  all  femblance  of  hoftiiity  in 
generous  cares  for  the  health,  and  liberal  fup- 
plics  to  the  neceffities  of  the  van         ted. 

Before    thefe    tranfacfions   occurred,    the  «*h  !«•• 
fitting  of  parliament  was  refumed,  and  the  ope-  t;ononthi 
rations  of  opposition  commenced  by  a  motion  ill  fucceft 
of  Fox,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  ill  fuccefs   of  °**eo*,r^' 
the  naval   forces.      If  there  remained  in   the 
houfe  either  nerve,  honefty,   or  independence, 
Fox  declared  he  would  have  required  the  re- 
moval of  lord  Sandwich,  but  fuch  were  the  evil 
effects  of  influence,  that  the  underllandiug  as 
well  as  the  heart  of  parliament  was  poifoned. 
Oppofition  had  been  accufed,  he  faid,  of  caufing 
the  continuance  in  office  of  the  iirft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,    by  their  frequent  efforts  to  remove 
him;  they  had  alio  been  accufed  of  leaguing 
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C\i  uP*  Mlt'1  ^r"  ^*an^^I13  ^"ith  Aineiica,  with  Franc?,- 
k^-^Jj    with  Spain,    and  of  contributing  to  the  inde- 
1-82.      pendcnce    of  the   colonies.      Better   would  it 
have  been   for  Great   Britain,   that  they  had 
fupported   America,   France,   Spain,   and   Hol- 
land, than  that  they  had  leagued  with  admini- 
stration.    Without  the  uniform  aid  of  fuch  a 
mini  (try,     in  vain   would   Franklin  have  been 
wife,  Washington  brave,  Maurepas,  de  Sartine, 
and  de  Caftries  vigilant,   crafty,   and  politic  ; 
in    vain  might   America  have  been  firm,   the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  full  of  refources,  vigour/and 
energy  ;  and   in  vain  might  Holland,   our  an- 
cient ally,  have  proved  a  powerful  adherent  to 
our  enemies.     The  inquiry  for  which  he  moved 
Would   refolve   itielf  into  two  parts;   whether 
the  fir  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty  had  the  means 
of  procuring  a  navy  equal  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  irate,  and  whether  he  employed  the  force 
he   really  pofieffed   with   wifdom   and  ability. 
Fox  then  reviewed  at  length  the  whole  conduce 
of  the  navy,  fince  the  vear  J  7  75,  lhewinsr  that 
in  every  iuiiance,   important  expeditions  had 
been  neglected,  deferred,  or  itn providently  and 
inadequately   undertaken.       He    dwelt  on  late 
tran  factions  with  peculiar  feverity;  Rodney  had 
indulged  the  country  with  frequent  promifes 
that  he  would  give  a   good   account  of   the 
enemy  in  the  Weft  Indies,  while  all  his  achieve- 
ments amounted  only  to  a  few  drawn  battles. 
He  had  been  employed  in  the  defpicable  plun- 
der of  St.  Euftatia,  while  Tobago  was  taken, 
and  the  admiral  could  not  iind  leifure  to  pre* 
vent  the  catartrophe  of  lord  Cornwallis.     But 
Kempenfelt's  expedition  was  the   moll   aban-> 
doned  of  all:    he  was  fent  with  an    inferior 
force   to   intercept   the    enemy,    wrhile    many 
ihips  of  war  were  employed  in  the  lefs  impor- 
tant 
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tant  fervice  of  preventing*  the  Dutch  trade,  [chap. 
Providence,   our  con  (rant  friend,  threw  a  few     XL^*\ 
tranfports  into  h's  hands,  and  difperfed  others      178Z. 
in  a  ftorni,  and  the  admiral  returned  to  port, 
inftead  of  remaining-  to  harafs  the  French  fleet, 
and  impede  their  progrefs   in  an  united  corn- 
pad   body.     Parliament   had    ttfo  long  afted 
from  their  hopes,   but  muft  now  yield  to  their 
judgment,  and  no  longer  fport  with  the  feel- 
ings of  a  great,  fuffering  nation,  nor  prefume 
to  ruin  a  people   for  the  fake  of  an  indivi- 
dual. 

C  a  ptain.TohnLuttrell  explained  fe  veral 
points  in  which  the  public  had  been  mi  fled  and 
deceived.  Lord  Hawke,  he  faid,  had  not  left 
the  navy  in  fo  flourishing  a  fituation  as  was  re- 
prefented,  neither  was  he  in  fault;  his  efforts 
having  been  cramped  by  the  parfimony  of  par- 
liament. During  lord  Sandwich's  adminiftra- 
tion,  large  and  liberal  fupplies  had  been  grant- 
ed, and  were  faithfully  applied,  for  never,  fince 
England  had  a  navy,  were  the  yards  fo  full  of 
timber  and  ftores.  Yet  he  would  not  contend 
that  no  mifmanagement  exifted  ;  there  were 
abundant  errors  in  the  conduct  of  the  navy, 
the  rlrft  remedy  for  which  would  be,  the  refto- 
ration  of  harmony,  confidence,  and  unanimity. 
Of  old,  when  an  Anfon,  a  Hawke,  a  Bofcawen, 
a  Saunders,  and  a  Keppel  commanded,  all  was 
cordiality,  affection,  and  zeal,  the  admirals  took 
pride  in  inflrucling  their  inferiors,  the  road  to 
improvement  was  open  for  all,  and  the  differences 
of  individuals  were  accommodated  by  the  inter- 
vention of  their  fuperiors.  Now  all  was  party, 
difunion,  and  jealoufy  ;  officers  no  longer  had 
accefs  to  the  tables  of  their  fuperiors;  they  never 
met  but  on  duty,  and  confequently  had  no 
confidence  in  each  other.     For  this,  there  was 

VOL,    in.  c  g  no 
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chap,  no  remedy  but  calling  into  feivice  thofe  vete- 
vji^li/  rans  whofe  gallantry,  fkillj  and  experience  were 
17s*.  generally  acknowledged  ;  as  the  prefent  com- 
manders of  fleets  were,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
but  young  captains  at  the  termination  of  laft 
war.  lie  cenlured  the  inquiry  as  an  impolitic 
meafure,  calcy^ated  only  to  keep  alive  the  dif- 
fcnlions  in  the  navy;  and  to  delude  parliament 
by  the  production  of  collufive  witnelTes,  who 
would,  as  formerly,  laugh  in  the  lobby  at  their 
own  fuccefsful  impoftures. 

Lord  Mulgrave  defended  the  general  con- 
duct of  the  naval  war,  and  Mr.  Fitzherbert  im- 
puted the  deficiency  of  the  navy  to  the  want 
of  fhipwrights.  The  French  had  three  thoufand 
of  thefe  artificers  at  Breft,  while  the  king's  yard 
at  Portfmouth  contained  only  eight  hundred. 
Thus  the  Englifh  mips  were  flowly  built,  and 
while  materials  abounded,  labourers  could  not 
be  procured.  The  caufes  of  this  defect  were 
the  low  prices,  and  the  fmall  Mages  afforded  in 
the  royal  yards,  compared  with  thofe  of  private 
ihip  builders. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  lord  Sandwich 
was  no  lefs  defirous  than  himfelf  of  a  full  and 
fair  inveftigation  ;  and  the  motion  paffed  with- 
out a  divifion,  captain  Luttrell  interpofmg  his 
finsrle  negative.  Several  animated  debates  were 
maintained  refpecting  the  papers  to  be  demand- 
ed from  the  admiralty,  in  which  Mr.  Fitt  dif- 
played  his  wonted  eloquence,  with  a  furprifmg 
facility  in  the  arrangement  of  bufmefs.  All  the 
documents  required  were  furniihed,  and  at  the 
flrft  difcuMion  of  the  committee,  a  call  of  the 
lioufe  was  ordered. 
.  F£b,  After  the  papers  bad  been  read,  Fox,  in  a 
long  and  eloquent  fpeech,  renewed  the  charges 
iigainft  lord  Sandwich  and  concluded  bv  mov- 
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Jn^,  that  "during  the  year  1781,  naval  affairs   chap. 
had  been  grolsly  mifmanaged."     After  an  ani-      XLII« 
mated  debate,  the  vote  of  the  committee,  though      178^ 
favourable,  was  by  no  means  flattering  to  go- 
vernment, as  an  attendance  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty-eight   members   produced  in  their 
favour  a  majority  of  twenty-two  only. c 

The  defection   of  the    country   gentlemen  perf0nal 
from  the  caufe  of  adminifrration,  now  infpired  Motions 
oppohtion  with  the  moft  fanguine  hopes,  and  Houfes. 
queftions  affecting  the  conduct  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  the  characters  of  individuals  connect- 
ed with  them,  were  brought  forward  with  deli- 
gen  ce,  and  debated  with  increasing  acrimony. 
The  duke  of  Richmond,  in  making  a  motion  3Iftjan. 
refpeeling  the  execution  of  colonel  Haynes,  ani-  and  4th 
madverted  with  great  feverity  on  the  conduct  The' duke 
of  lord  Rawdon  and  lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  ofRich- 
refpe&ing  which,  however,  he  afterwards  made  ™°"d's  re* 
fatisfac~tory  explanations.     The  duke  of  Chan-  coionef 
dos  demanded  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  Haynes. 
furrender  at  York  town,  and  copies  of  the  minif-  ^ih' 1Itfl 
terial  correfpondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  Motions 
in   the    year    1 78 1  ;    both  which  proportions  for  papa* 
were,  after  violent  debates,  agreed  to,   but  no  America? 
confequences  refulted. 

Lord    George    Germain e,    difagreeing  Refigna- 
with  the  other  members  of  the  cabinet  on  the  George'0"1 
future  conduct  of  the  war,  refigned  his  office  of  Gernfaine. 
fecretary  of  ft  ate  for  America,  which  was  be-  nth  Feb. 
ftowed  on  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  and  was  raifed  to  9thFeb. 
the  peerage  by  the  title  of  lord  vifcount  Sack-  Hls  Peer- 
ville.     On   the  report  that  this  mark  of  royal  ^Veb. 
favour  was  intended,  the  marquis  of  Carmar-  Motions 
then,  not  prevented  by  the  confederation  of  the  rtlPc&ins 
ievere  profecution  of  his  anceitor,  the  earl  of 

*  205  to  183. 
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chap.  Danby,  moved,  that  "  it  was  derogatory  to  the 
xlii.     honour  of  the  houfe  of  the  lords,  that  any  perfon 
\7o7^  labouring'  under  fo  heavy  a  fentence  of  a  court 
martial,  and  the  confequent  pul)lic  orders,  mould 
be  recommended  to  the  crown  as  worthy  the 
dignity  of  peerage."  The  lord  chancellor  declar- 
ed this  motion  irregular  and  diibrderlv,  and  in- 
compatible  with  parliamentary  form ;  and  lord 
Denbigh  objected  to  it  as  unprecedented.  When 
the  court  martial  thus  improperly  alluded  to  was 
held,  a  particular  complexion  of  politics  pre- 
vailed in  the  cabinet ;  but  only  four  years  af- 
terwards, the  Rockingham  adminiftration,  moil 
of  the  members  of  which  were  now  in  oppofi- 
tion,  had  defired  the  reiteration  of  lord  George 
Germaine  to  his  feat  in  the  privy  council,  a 
proof  that  they  coniidered  his  advice  of  great 
importance  to  the  ftate.     Conceiving  the  mo- 
tion  derogatory   to   the    prerogative    of    the 
crown,  and  altogether  unneeenary,  he  moved 
to  adjourn.     Several  intemperate  fpeeches  were 
made,  reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  lord  George, 
and  threatening  him  with  impeachment;  the 
right  of  the  houfe  to  interfere,  was  maintained 
by  lord  Shelburne  ;  but  the  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment was  carried. u 
**iiiFeb.        When  lord  Sackville  took  his  feat,  the  de- 
bate was  renewed  on  a  motion  by  the  marquis 
of  Carmarthen,  in  nearly  the  fame  words  as  the 
former,  and  reciting  at  length  the  fentence  of 
the  court  martial,  and  the  confequent  public  or- 
ders.    The  marquis  coniidered  thefe  fufficiently 
notorious  to  render  fpecific  proofs  unneceifary. 
Lord   Abingdon  fupported   the   motion  in  a 
fpeech  replete  with  ribaldry,  declaring  that  the 
new  peer  was  foifted  in  upon   the   houfe,   in 

«  75  to  2S. 

defiance 


GEORGE    III.  433 

defiance  of  common  fenfe,  and  common decen-   chap. 
cy,   in  contempt  of  public  virtue,  and  encou-     xlii. 
ragement  of  every  private  vice.  17*2.  ' 

Lord  Sackville  declared  he  knew  not  to 
whofe  advice  he  was  indebted  for  his  peerage ; 
but  as  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial  did  not 
amount  to  a  disqualification,  he  was  authorized 
to  accept  it.  The  court  martial,  he  proceeded, 
fat  three-and- twenty  years  ago,  when  the  pre- 
valence of  faction  and  clamour  made  him  the 
vietim  of  unexampled  perfecution.  He  had 
been  condemned  unheard,  and  punimed  before 
trial.  Although  ftripped  of  all  his  military 
honours  and  emoluments  on  mere  rumour,  on 
the  malicious  fuggeftions  of  his  enemies, 
who  were  believed  without  proof,  he  had 
challenged  his  accufers,  he  had  provoked  in- 
quiry, and  in  the  pride  of  confcious  innocence, 
perfevered  in  demanding  a  trial.  Clamour 
and  prejudice  had  been  afliduoufly  encourag- 
ed during  the  fitting  of  the  court  martial, 
but  it  would  not  become  him  to  revile  its  pro~ 
ceedinsrs,  and  he  had  fubmitted  to  the  fentence. 
He  did  not,  however,  object  to  a  review  of  the 
tranfacltion  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would  riik  his 
honour  and  his  life  on  the  decifion  of  the  houfe, 
or  even  of  the  marquis  himfelf,  as  a  man  of 
honour.  At  prefent,  neither  the  charge,  the 
defence,  nor  the  evidence  was  before  the  houfe, 
and  yet  they  were  called  on  to  enforce  the  fen- 
tence afecond  time.  Such  a  proceeding  would 
add  tenfold  fevcrity  to  the  military  law,  by  an- 
nexing to  its  judgments  the  cenfure  of  a  civil 
court.  But  it  was  ftill  more  incompatible  with 
juftice,  to  combine  with  the  fentence  of  the 
court  martial,  the  comment  added  by  the  exe- 
cutive power.  The  court  martial  was  compe- 
tent to  pronounce,  and  by  that  he  had  been 
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chap,    tried;  nor  was  he  anfwerable  for  the  terms  in 
xlii.     which  George  II.  had  defeanted  on  the  fen- 
tence. 

Lord  Southampton',  who  was  one  of  the 
witnefies  on  the  trial,  declared  he  Mas  not  actu- 
ated bv  faction  ;  and  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
who  was  at  the  battle  of  Minden,  though  not 
examined  as  a  witnefs  ou  the  court  martial, 
auerted  that  the  time  loft  by  lord  George  Ger- 
maine  was  an  hour  and  an  half,  a  facf  he  was 
particularly  able  to  ascertain,  "  as  he  had  his 
watch  in  his  hand  the  whole  time." 

Lord   Sackville   was   defended   by  lord 
Walfingham  and  lord  Stormont ;  and  the  lord 
chancellor  declared  that  whoever  had  advifed 
the  late  king  to  ifliie  the  orders  mentioned   in 
the  motion,  advifed  him  to  act  mo  ft  uniuftlv, 
and  to  publilh  a  ftigma  on  the  noble  lord,  more 
fevere  than  could  be  collected  from  the  fen- 
tence,  or  even  from  the  charge  againft  him. 
The   proportion   being   negatived  by  a  large 
majority/    a  proteft   was   fubfeibed    by   nine 
peers/  Hating  the  motion,  fentence,  and  pub- 
lic orders,  and  declaring  that  the  elevation  of 
lord  Sackville  was  a  meafure  fatal   to  the  in- 
terefts  and  glory  of  the  crown,  and  dignity  of 
parliament ;    an  infult  on  the  memory  of  the 
late  fovereign,  and  every  furviving  branch  of 
the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwick. 

The  hope  of  mortifying  the  new  peer  by 
this  indecent  proteft,  feems  to  have  been  the 
chief  object  of  the  motion.  Nothing  but  the 
extreme  vindiclivenefs  of  party  rage,  could 
have  impelled  the  avowed  advocates  of  liberty, 

*  93  to  2?. 

y  They  were,  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  the  duke  of  Rutland, 
the  earls  of  Pembroke,  Craven,  Chatham,  Derby,  and  Egremonr, 
the  duke  of  Devon/hire,  and  carl  of  Abingdon. 

to 
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to   the  adoption  of  arguments  favouring  the    chap. 
unjuft  and  flaviih  doctrine,  that  the  opinion  of     XLIL 
a  king  on  the  judgment  of  a  military   court,    \^£^ 
Was  of  fufficient  authority  to  hind  his  iucceilbr, 
and  influence  the  proceedings  of  the  legiliature, 
twenty  years  after  his  deceafe. 

As  another  individual  favoured   by  govern-  i9thFeb. 
ment,  general  Arnold  was  expofed  to  fevere  Cenlurers, 
cenfures.     On  the  commitment  of  the  mutiny  Arnold. 
bill,  Burke  cxpreifed  ftrong  difapprobation  at 
employing  that  officer  in  the  Britiih  army  ;  as 
he  was  a  rebel  to  rebels.     His  fervices  might 
be  properly  rewarded  by  a  pecuniary  gift  or  a 
penfion,    but  he  ought  never  to  be  entrufted 
with  the  power  of  committing  frefli  treafons. 

These  perfonal  attacks  were  preparatory  to  Renewed 
a  grand  general  fyftem  of  affault,  projected  by  op-  J?0^011^ 
poiition,  conducted  with  perfeverence  and  abi-  the  navy. 
lity,  and  finally  crowned  with  fuccefs.    Fox  re-  22d  Feb. 
newed  in  the  houfe,  the  motion  he  had  loft  in 
the  committee,  refpecling  the  mifmanagement 
of  the  navy,  declaring  his  effort  was  not  perfon- 
allv  directed  again  ft  lord  Sandwich,  butagainft 
the  whole  admiralty  board.     The  motion  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Pitt:  the  number  of  members 
prefentat  the  difcufnon  was  considerably  greater 
than  on  the  former  day,  and  the  divifion  ftill 
lefs  gratifying  to  administration,  as  the  majority 
in  their  favour  was  only  nineteen.2 

While  the  members  were  in  the  lobby  on  General 
this   divifion,    Mr.   Thomas  Townfhend   gave  Co"way's 

1  o  motion 

notice  that  a  queition   respecting   the   conti-  againitths 
nuance  of  the  American  war  would  be  fpeedily  war* 
agitated.     Accordingly,  on  the  next  fitting  of 
the  houfe,  general  Conway  moved  an  addrefs,  aij, 
imploring  the  king  to  confidcr  the  calamities, 

*  236  to  217. 
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chap.  and  heavy  burthens  occafioned  by  the  war, 
xlii.  and  liften  to  the  humble  prayer  and  advice  of 
1782.  the  commons,  that  it  might  no  longer  be  pur- 
fued  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  for 
the  impracticable  purpofe  of  reducing  the  in- 
habitants by  force,  and  promifing  to  affift  in 
forwarding  and  rendering  effectual  a  happy 
reconciliation  with  the  revolted  colonies.  In 
the  prefent  moment,  the  general  obferved,  when 
there  were  certain  indications  of'  a  defio'n  to 
continue  the  war,  he  thought  it  necclfary  to 
inquire  of  the  new  fecretary  of  ftate,  who, 
though  not  a  vouna:  man,  was  a  young  minifter, 
what  were  his  principles  and  fentiments  re- 
fpecling  the  American  war  ?  The  king  in  his 
fpeech  had  expreffed  a  defire  for  peace,  and  it 
was  faid  by  perfons  of  good  authority,  that 
America  was  in  the  fame  difpofition;  the  houfe 
ought  to  give  effect  to  fuch  delires,  for  the 
man  who  did  not  with  for  peace,  not  only  was 
deftitute  of  a  heart,  but  did  not  poffefs  a  foul. 
Lord  John  Cavendifh  feconded  the  motion, 
with  ftrong  cenfures  on  the  war,  and  a  folemn 
appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  without  hefitation, 
anfwered  the  call  of  general  Conway,  and  pre- 
fented  thofe  opinions  which  he  termed  his  pro- 
feffion  of  faith.  He  had  alwavs  been  firmly 
of  opinion,  nor  could  events  change  it,  that 
the  war  was  juft  in  its  origin  ;  but  be  never  en- 
tertained a  notion  that  obedience  could  be 
procured  by  force.  His  idea  was,  that  in 
America  there  were  many  friends  to  the  Britiih 
government,  and  that  by  ftrongly  fupporting 
them,  the  party  or  faction  might  be  deitroyed, 
which  from  motives  of  ambition,  or  hatred  of 
monarchy,  wilhcd  for  war.  That  our  friends 
were  (till  numerous,  was  a  fact  for  which  he 

would 
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would  not  pledge  himfelf  to  the  houfe,  but  he  chap. 
firmly,  and  for  the  beft  reafons,  believed  it.  J^J^J 
No  man  could  be  more  iincerely  defirous  of  »7**- 
peace;  he  could  endure  war  only  as  the  means 
of  making  that  more  happy,  itable,  fate,  and 
permanent.  W  a  teft  was  required  of  the  views 
of  miniftry  in  continuing  the  war,  it  would  be 
beft  afforded  by  the  eftimates,  which  made  no 
allowance  for  recruiting  the  arm  v.  But  he 
could  never  coniider  as  the  belt  way  of  procur- 
ing peace,  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  the 
enemy's  countrv,  and  rid  them  of  thofe  alarms 
by  which  men  are  rendered  folicitous  for  the 
return  of  tranquillity.  Such  conduct  would  be 
equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  defpair,  an  offer 
of  a  carte  blanche  ;  but  to  make  the  Ameri- 
cans feel  the  inconveniences,  hardfhips,  and 
burthens  of  War,  was  the  moft  certain  way  to 
infpire  a  willi  for  its  ceffation.  He  expofed 
the  abfurdity  of  ufing  fo  vague  a  term  as 
American  war;  the  whole  continental  army 
was  fed,  cloathed,  and  paid  by  France.  Merc 
locality  did  not  give  a  name  to  a  war,  and  this 
might  therefore  be  confidered  a  French  war. 
If  France  was  fought  during  the  laft  war  in 
Germany,  why  not  now  in  America  ?  The 
motion  feemed  to  imply  that  the  Britim  troops 
mould  be  withdrawn  from  America:  if  the 
houfe  confidered  the  times  ripe  for  fuch  a 
declaration,  they  muft  make  it,  but  the  prefent 
motion  was  replete  with  ambiguity.  Minifters 
could  never  acl  with  effect,  either  in  Mar  or 
peace,  unlefs  they  poffelied  the  confidence  of 
X\\q  houfe  ;  minifters  who  could  not  gain  that 
confidence  ought  to  retire ;  but  till  that  mea- 
sure became  neceffary,  they  ought  to  be  left 
|o  the  free  exercife  of  their  discretion,  to  avail 

themfelves 
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chap,  themfelves  of  all  contingencies,  and  not  crip- 
v^i,   P^  ^y  01"(lcrs>  which  the  intereft  of  the  public 
*78:».     might  compel  them  to  difobey. 

Burke  ridiculed  this   u  confeffion  of  faith," 
comparing  it  to  oilier  confeilions  of  the  fame 
nature,  intelligible    only    to   thofe  who   were 
sifted  with  an  internal   imht.     A  confefiion 
.     more  obfcure,   confufed,  intricate,  and  abfurd, 
was  perhaps  neverTramed  and  published  for  the 
delufion  and  calamity  of  mankind  :  like  other 
unintelligible  confefhons,  it  could  be  fupported 
only  by  miracles.    The  only  new  idea  was,  that 
locality  iignified  nothing  in  war  ;    and  thus  a 
peerage  was   bellowed   on  one  who  had   dif- 
membered  his   country,  merely  that  an  Ame- 
rican anient  be  converted  into  a  French  war. 
Burke  expatiated  on  the  delufion  of  this  argu- 
ment, and  the  ruinous  confequences  of  oppof- 
ing  the  arms  of  France  on  the  continent  of 
America,  where  our  expences  were  to  her's  in 
the  proportion  of  twenty  to  one.     The  new 
plan  of  Mr.  Ellis  was  in  fact  no  other  than  the 
old  fyftem  of  his  predeceiibr.     The  late  fecre- 
tary,"  though   called  by  patent  to  the  upper 
houfe,  was  ftill  to  be  found  in  effigy  in  his  old 
feat.     The  new  minifter  as  his  univerfal  legatee, 
who   inherited,    on    lord    Sackville's  political 
death,  all  his  plans,  projects,  and  meafures,  nay, 
his  ideas,  language,  and  words.     He  had  fuc- 
ceeded  to  his  hopes,  his  intellig-ence,  his  know- 
ledge of  our  numerous  friends  in  America,  and 
his  ignorance  of  every  thing  tending  to  peace. 
Burke  expofed,  from  experience  at  Saratoga 
and  York  town,  the  folly  of  relying  on  Ameri- 
can friends,  and  the  abiurdity  was  heightened 
by  confidering  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
abandoned  by  the  laft  capitulation;  nor  was 
he  lefs  fevere  on  the  requisition  of  confidence 

bv 
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by  men,  ftill  determined  to  perfevere  in  this  mad   chap. 
and  impolitic  war.    He  concluded  by  declaring      xlii. 
tliatno  contingencies  favourable toGreat  Britain    ^^TT* 
could  arife  till  a  change  was  made  in  thefvftem. 

Several  other  members  fpoke  on  the  quef- 
tion  with  great  ability,  principally  dilating  the 
arguments  already  ufed  :  the  divifion  afforded 
to  minifiry  the  melancholy  majority  of  a  tingle 
vote. a 

Anticipating  a  complete  triumph,  and 
conceiving  that  financial  arrangements  alone 
could  delay  the  acceifion  of  oppofition  to  office, 
Fox,  immediately  after  the  divifion,  cenfured 
lord  North's  delay  in  opening  the  budget,  and 
was  informed  the  bufmefs  was  fixed  for  the 
twenty-fifth. 

Colonel   Barre'  expreffed   furprife   that  Alterca- 
lord  North  could  behave  in  fo  fcandalous  and  tweentorf 
indecent  a  manner;  after  having  by  every  op-  North  and 
predion  fcourged  the  people  to  the  laft  drop  of  b^"/1 
blood,  he  wifhed  to  fcourge  from  them   that 
alio.     His   conduct  was  fcandalous,  indecent, 
and  infulting  ;    he  had  attained  fuch  a  pitch, 
that  he  itemed  to  think  the  houfe  met  for  no 
other  purpofe  than  that  of  granting  taxes. 

Lord  North,  unufually  incenfed  at  this 
unprovoked  and  unexpected  attack,  replied 
with  great  warmth ;  he  fuppofed  the  large 
minority  of  that  evening  had  inflamed  the 
colonel's  courage  to  fuch  an  intemperance  of 
abufe;  his  language  towards  him  had  always 
been  far  from  decent,  but  now  it  was  infolent 
and  brutal.  The  clamour  of  the  houfe  obliged 
the  fpeaker  to  interfere,  and  the  minifter  re- 
covering his  wonted  good  humour,  made  hand- 
fome  apologies,   both  to  the  houfe   and  the 

?  194.  to  193, 
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,chap.    individual  offended.      Colonel  Barre,  equally 

xlii.      fenfible  of  his  own  intemperance,  alio  apolo- 

^TJgl?^    gized.     He  differed  with  the  noble  lord,  he  faid, 

in  politics,   and  contemned    him  as  minifter; 

hut  as  a  private  gentlemen  fmcerely  eftecmed 

him.     In  that  character,  he  mould  be  lefs  dif- 

pofed  to  offer  uncivil  language  to  him,  than 

to  any  man  living.     Such  were  the  effe6ts  of 

intemperate  party  and  rage  in  a  mind  endowed 

■with  honour,  candour,  and  benevolence. 

*5thFeb.        Although  the  members  of  opposition  were 

and  6th      anxious  that  the  minifter  ihould  complete  the 

Jf"ch"       unpopular  talk  of  taxation,  before  he  was  eom- 

Itebates  on  X     \  ,    ■,.  ■,  -      r  t     i 

the  new  pelled  to  abdicate  his  fituation,  yet  they  omit- 
U£es*  ted  no  endeavour  to  render  his  exertions  un- 
popular, and  to  ccnfure  the  manner,  no  lefs 
than  the  occaiion  of  impofmg  burthens  on  the 
public.  Fox,  decrying  the  terms  of  the  loan, 
and  aecuhng  the  minifter  of  making  corrupt 
bargains  for  the  purpofe  of  affording  douceurs 
to  contractors,  placemen,  and  members  of  par- 
liament, obferved,  that  as  he  had  brought  the 
nation  to  the  eve  of  a  bankruptcy,  it  was  of 
fmall  importance  for  Avhat  particular  fum  the 
infolvency  Ihould  be  declared.  Burke,  ani- 
madverting on  the  difficulty  of  propofmg  taxes, 
obferved,  with  his  accuftomed  felicity  of  fat ire, 
that  on  looking  over  the  bleffed  fruits  of  lord 
North's  adminiiiration,  he  found  the  country 
loaded  with  ten  new  taxes — beer,  wine,  foap, 
leather,  horfes,  coaches,  poft-chaifes,  poft-horfes, 
ftamps,  and  fervants ;  recollecting  that  he  had 
omitted  fugar  in  this  enumeration,  he  obferved, 
that  fmce  St.  Chriftopher's  was  loft,  and  Bar- 
badoes  and  Jamaica  muft  probably  follow,  the 
omiffion  was  of  fmall  importance,  as  we  ihould 
foon  have  no  fugar  to  tax.  "  What  freih  bur- 
then," he  proceeded;  "  can  the  noble  lord  add 
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to  this  unhappy  nation  ?  We  are  taxed  in  chap. 
riding  and  in  walking  in  ftaying  at  home  and  xlii. 
in  going  abroad,  in  being  matters  or  in  being  i7s*. 
fervants,  in  drinking  wine  or  in  drinking  beer; 
in  iliort,  in  every  way  poffible."  But,  viewing 
the  account  in  a  mercantile  form,  he  mult 
acknowledge  that  for  a  hundred  millions  of 
money,  we  had  purchafed  a  full  equivalent  in 
difafter.  If  we  were  debtor  by  lofs  in  that 
fum  of  money,  we  were  alio  creditor  by  lofs 
in  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  thirteen  conti- 
nental provinces,  befides  St.  Vincent's,  Gre- 
nada, Dominica,  Tobago,  St.  Chriftopher's, 
Senegal,  Peniacola,  and  Minorca,  worth,  at  a 
moderate  computation,  four  millions  and  a  half 
annually. 

Five  days  after  his  firft  triumphant  failure,  *7th  Feb. 
general  Conway  again  appealed  to  the  houfe  Coowa/s 
on  the  fubjecl;  of  the  war,  by  moving,  "  that  'econd  Mo- 
the  further  profecution  of  offenfive  hoftilities  tlon% 
for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  revolted  colo- 
nies to  obedience  by  force,   would  weaken  the 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  again  ft  her  European 
enemies,  incrcafe  the  mutual   enmity  lb  fatal 
both  to  Great  Britain   and  America,  and   by 
preventing   a  happy   reconciliation  with  that 
country,  fruftrate  the  defire  expreffed  by  his 
majelty  of  reftoring  the  blellings  of  peace  and 
tranquillity."  The  general's  introductory  fpeech 
was  chiefly  compoi'ed  of  anfwers  to  the  argu- 
ments again  ft  his  former  motion.     He  depre- 
cated every  mode  of  warfare  hitherto  carried 
on,  and  wilhed  only   for  a  war  of  pofts,  ex- 
cluding all  exertion,  except  for  felf-defence, 
illuitrating  this  opinion  by  the  forties  of  general 
Elliot   from  Gibraltar,    and    general    Murniy 
from  fort  St.  Philip.     In  this  debate  feveral  of 
the  country  gentlemen,  and  lome  official  ad- 
herents,- 
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chap.  herents    declared   their    reiblution    to   divide 

iillj    ao-ainft  the  mini  iter,  and  the  oppofition,  con- 

1782.      fident  of  a  majority,  were  already  clamorous 

for  the  queftion,  when  lord  North,   with  fome 

difficulty,  obtained  a  hearing;. 

If  the  object  of  the  motion  was  peace,  he 
obferved,  the  votes  on  the  queftion  wptild  be 
unanimous ;  the  wiili  of  peace  was  neareft  to 
his  heart,  but  he  was  convinced  that  the  means 
hitherto  fuggefted  were  more  likely  to  retard 
than  accelerate  the  event.  No  one  had  ven- 
tured to  fuggeft  that  the  troops  mould  be  with- 
drawn ;  fuch  a  proportion  would  be  generally 
condemned,  and  the  minifters  had  already  de- 
clared they  did  not  intend  to  replace  the  cap- 
tured army.  If,  however,  the  houfe  remained 
unfatisficd  with  this  pledge,  and  fufpected  the 
fincerity,  ability,  or  integrity  of  the  minifters, 
thofe  fentiments  were  not  to  be  exprelled  by 
the  prcfent  motion ;  an  addrefs  for  their  re- 
moval would  be  the  only  proper  meafure.  A 
minifter  ought  to  be  like  Cupar's  wife,  not 
only  exempt  from  guilt,  but  above  fufpicion. 
If  the  confidence  of  parliament  was  withdrawn, 
it  would  he  his  duty  to  refigti  the  feal  of  office 
into  the  hands  of  his  fovereign  and  retire. 
He  then  explained  with  great  ability  the 
impediments  to  peace  while  the  connection 
between  France  and  America  Hill  fubfffied. 
Even  the  proportion  of  a  truce  was  replete  with 
difficulty;  the  exifting  a&s  of  parliament,  the 
neceihty  of  legislative  interference,  the  confif- 
cation  of  American  property ;  all  thefe  were 
points  requiring  the  greateft  delicacy.  He  ad- 
mitted the  motion  to  be  conftitutional,  but  re- 
commended a  ihort  delay,  to  convince  the 
houfe,  that  minifters  were  fincere  in  their  in- 
tention not  to  recruit  the  army  in  America. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wallace,  the  attorney-general,  pro-  chap. 
reeded   on  the  fame  principles,  declaring  his    J^J^, 
intention  to  bring  in  a  bill  enabling  minitters      1781. 
to  treat  on  the  baiis  of  a  truce,  and  moved  an 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

This  attempt  was  combated  by  feveral 
leaders  of  opposition ;  Mr.  Pitt  was  particu- 
larly fevere  on  the  motion  of  adjournment, 
and  on  the  ground  of  lord  North's  own 
declaration,  urged  the  houfe,  by  every  confi- 
deration  of  duty  or  prudence,  to  withdraw 
confidence  from  the  prefent  adminiltration. 
"  Was  there  a  promife,"  he  afked,  "  which 
they  had  not  falsified?  Was  there  a  plan  in 
which  they  agreed?  Did  any  two  of  them  ac- 
cord in  any  fpeciric  do6trine?  No!  there  was 
an  inceflant  variation:  a  illuming  and  tricking 
pervaded  their  whole  conduct,  and  in  them 
parliament  could  place  notruft." 

The  divifion  on  the  motion  of  adjournment  Themmif- 
left  the  minilter  in  a  minority  of  nineteen,"  and  JjJ^J 
the  original   queftion  was  carried    without  a 
divifion.     The  king  having   returned  an  an-  4th March, 
fwer  conformable  to  the  terms  of  this  addrefs,  jj^"dad" 
general  Conway,  after  echoing  back  the  very 
words  in  a  motion  of  thanks,  made  an  experi- 
ment on  the  difpolition  of  miniiters  to  refign, 
by  moving,   "  that  the  houfe  would  confider  as 
enemies  to  the  kins;  and  country,  all  who  mould 
ad  vile,  or  by  any  means  attempt  the  further 
prosecution  of  ofteniive  war  for  the  purpofe  of 
reducing  the  revolted  colonies  by  force." 

Loud  North  difappointed  the  hopes  of  op- 
pofition  by  declaring,  that  in  purfuance  of  the 
addrefs,  and  of  the  king's  anfwer,  he  ihould  ufe 
every  effort  to  fulfil  their  orders,  reiving  on 

*  134  to  315. 
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chap,   their  further  inftruclion  if  he  appeared  to  mif- 
^^j  apprehend  their  intentions.     lie  confidered  the 
178a.      motion  unneceifary,  as   it  only  reinforced  de- 
clarations already  fufficiently  ftrong. 

Fox  rofe  in  great  indignation,  to  expofe  the 
impracticability  of  a  cabinet  conforming  to  the 
inftruelions  of  parliament,  if  contrary  to  their 
own  judgment.  He  thanked  God  the  late  re- 
iblutions  of  the  houfe  had  broken,  deftroyed, 
and  annihilated  that  corruption  which  formed 
the  bahs  of  the  prefent  fyftem,  a  fyftem  which 
muft  now  foon  crumble  to  pieces.  Minifters 
furely  could  not  be  fo  profligate  as  to  proceed 
after  the  late  intelligence  that  Minorca  was 
captured,  and  that  by  the  lofs  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's,  Jamaica  was  become  our  only  remaining 
Weft  India  poifefhon.  Where  did  they  mean 
to  ftop?  When  would  they  confefs  they  had 
done  enough  ?  From  his  foul  he  believed,  fuch 
was  their  accurfed  obftinacv,  that  even  when 
they  had  loll  nine  tenths  of  the  king's  domi- 
nions, they  would  not  be  fatisfied  till  they  had 
mangled  and  deftroyed  the  laft  miferable  tenth 
alfo. 

Ministers  did  not  venture  to  divide  the 
houfe,  but  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  At-         The  efforts  of  both  parties  were  now  vifibly 
torneyCre-  dire&ed  only  to  the  acquiiition  or  retention  of 

neral  s  Kill  „  ->  .  * 

for  Peace,  official  fituation.  1  he  attorne}r-general  fub- 
5th  March,  niittecl  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  his 
proportion  for  a  peace  or  truce  with  America, 
explaining  the  difficulties,  and  fuggefting  means 
of  removing  them.  Fox  declared  the  motion 
deferving  only  of  contempt ;  minifters  had  no 
with  for  peace;  nothing  but  flagellation  and 
correction  could  drive  them  to  entertain  a 
thought  on  the  fubjecL  If  they  were  iincere, 
what  made  them  rejeef  the  proffered  mediation 

of 
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of  Spain  ;  what  made  them  rejecl  the  mediation    chap. 
offered   in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding-  year  ?    ^J^11' 
He  would  even  inform  them,  that  there  were      i7u. 
perfons  in  Europe  fully  empowered  to  make 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  but 
who  would  not  negotiate  with   fuch  an  admi- 
niftration.     Our  affairs  were  fo  circumftanced 
that  they  muft  lofe  their  places,  or  their  coun- 
try be  undone.     He,  as  a  friend  to  his  country, 
would,    if  properly   authorized,    conduct  the 
tranfaetion  even  as  an  under  commis  or  meffen- 
ger  ;   but  he  defired  it  to  be  underftood,   that 
he  did  not  mean  to  connect  himfelf  with  any 
of  the  minifters;   "  from  the  moment  when  he 
Jhould  make  any  terms  with   one  of  them,  he 
would  reft  fatisfed   to  be  called  the  moji  in- 
famous of  mankind:  he  could  not  for  an  in- 
fant think   of  a  coalition  with  men,  zvho  in 
every  public  and  private  tranfaction,  as  minif- 
ters, had  Jhezvn  themfelves  void  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  honour  and  honefiy  :  in  the  hands  of 
fuch  mien  he  would  not  truft  his  honour,  even 
for  a  minute" 

Lord  North  explained  the  manner  in 
which  mediations  had  been  offered,  and  an- 
fwered  Fox's  infmuations  againft  his  honour 
with  becoming  difdain.  He  would  not,  he 
added,' relinquifh  his  office  merely  becaufe  fo 
much  eagernefs  was  fhewn  to  drive  him  out,  but 
as  he  had  hitherto  retained  it  to  prevent  con- 
fufion,  and  the  introduction  of  unconftitutionai 
principles  into  government,  he  would  not  refigri 
till  commanded  bv  the  kino-,  or  till  the  houfe 
mould,  in  the  cleared  manner,  indicate  the 
propriety  of  his  withdrawing. 

Fox,  in  handfome  terms,  explained  the  ex- 
prelrions  he  had  applied  to  lord  North  as  not 
defigned  to  affect  his  private  character,  or  the 

vol.  in.  hh  part? 
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chap,  parts  of  his  public  conduct,  relating  to  pecuni- 
J^[j   ary  affairs,   which  were  free  from  every  impu- 
i7s2.     tation.     He  then  ridiculed  the  refolution  to  re- 
main in  office,  and   was  furprifed  that  fo  few 
days  as  had  elapfed  fincehe  declared  his  willing- 
nefs  to  reiign  whenever  the  confidence  of  par- 
liament was  withdrawn,  fhould  produce  fuch  a 
change  in  his  fentiments.     The  attorney-ge- 
neral's motion  was  agreed  to  without  divifion. 
«th March.      The  next  effort  to  bring  this  anxious  con- 
CavenJ.°hn  tc^  f°r  power  to  a  conclufion  was  made  by 
difh's  mo-   lord  John  Cavendiih,  who   moved  a  feries  of 
tionagainft  refolutions  declaratory  of  the  duration,  loffes 

the  minil-  ,  ,.     ,         J  -,  .    ,       "    '      Ullt3' 

try,  and  expences  of  the  war  m  which  Great  Bri- 

tain was  engaged  without  an  ally,  and  imput- 
ing all  thofe  misfortunes  to  the*  want  of  fore- 
fight  and  ability  in  minifters.  A  long  debate 
produced  no  novelty  of  argument  or  affertion, 
but  its  termination  was  contrary  to  the  hopes 
of  oppofition,  as  the  minifter  had  a  majority 
often.0 

15th.  After  the  lapfe  of  a  week,  Sir  John  Rous 

renewed  the  attack  on  adminiftration,  by  mov- 
ing a  refolution  "  That  confidering  the  ex- 
pence,  the  lofs  of  thirteen  colonies,  and  other 
loffes  incurred  by  the  war,  the  houfe  could  no- 
longer  rcpofe  confidence  in  the  prefent  minif- 
ters." Lord  North  was  on  this  occafion  ftre- 
nuoufly  fupported,  not  only  by  his  ufual  de- 
fenders, but  by  feveral  country  gentlemen. 
His  abilities,  integrity,  and  incorruption,  were 
acknowledged  on  all  fides;  and  if  the  Ameri- 
can war  could  be  juftly  confidered  as  the  caufe 
of  all  public  calamities,  neither  the  origin  nor 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  that  war,  it  was  laid,  could  fairly 

c  The  divifion  was  on  a  motion  for  the  orderof  the  dav— Ayes  226, 
Noes  216.  * 

be 
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be  attributed  to  him.  Could  parliament  for-  chap, 
get  the  ftamp  a6t,  and  the  declaratory  acl:,  not  >JELri' 
lefs  offenfive  to  the  Americans?  Had  not  the  »7«*. 
whole  nation  maintained  the  right  of  fove- 
reignty  over  America;  and  all  that  was  great 
in  England  fanclified  the  idea  with  their  fuf- 
frao-e  and  authority  ?  Had  not  lord  Chatham 
himfelf  declared,  that  if  America  mould  manu- 
facture a  Hocking,  or  fo  much  as  forge  a  hob- 
nail, he  would  let  fall  on  her  the  whole  weight 
of  Britiih  power?  Thus  had  the  principle  of 
the  war  been  held  by  Mr  Grenville  in  the 
ftamp  acl,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  in  the 
declaratory  ac~t,  and  by  lord  Chatham  in  his 
fpeech  on  the  latter  fubje6t.  The  great  caufe 
of  ill  fucceis  was  the  countenance  given  in  that 
houfe  to  American  rebellion:  general  Wafh- 
ington's  army  had  been  called  by  opposition 
our  army;  the  caufe  of  the  Americans,  the 
caufe  of  liberty ;  and  they  had  been  encou- 
raged to  perfevere,  under  a  confidence  that  they 
had  in  the  Britifh  fenate  a  ftrong  favouring 
party.  Encomiums  had  been  lavifhed  on  Dr. 
Franklin  and  Mr.  Laurens ;  fome  members  would 
prefer  a  prifon  graced  with  their  fociety,  to 
freedom  in  company  with  thofe  who  fupported 
the  caufe  of  England/  If  the  prefent  minif- 
ters  mould  retire,  could  any  man  venture  to 
furmife  what  new  fyfiem  would  be  introduced? 
were  their  probable  fucceffors  fo  thoroughly 
united  among  themfelves  as  to  form  any  fyftem 
of  government  ?  one  was  defirous  of  feptennial, 
another  of  triennial,  a  third  of  annual  parlia- 
ments. One  member  of  the  upper  houfe  re- 
commended a  diminution  of  influence  without 


d  Alluding  to  an  expreflion  of  Burke,  in  the  debate  on  tbe  treat- 
ment oi  Laurens. 


h  h  'Ji  infringing 
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chap,  infringing  on  the  dignity,  fpendour,  or  prero 
\3hiL/  gative  of  the  crown;  while  another  of  equal 
1732.  character  was  for  abrogating  influence  even  at 
the  expence  of  prerogative.  Lord  North,  it 
was  ohferved,  whether  he  retired  or  was  ex- 
pelled from  office,  would  exhibit  to  the  nation 
the  phenomenon  of  an  ex-minifter  lending  fup- 
port  to  government,  and  not  endeavouring  to 
thwart,  puzzle,  and  perplex  public  meafures. 

Sir  James  Marriott  conteited  the  alTer- 
tion  that  we  had  loft  thirteen  colonies ;  they 
-were  not  yet,  but  foon  might  be  loft  by  e'ager- 
nefs  and  precipitation.     Too  much  forwardnefs 
to  embrace  peace  would  only  further  remove 
it  from  our  grafp.     The  wifdom  of  private  life 
was  applicable  to  public  concerns,  and  finely  a 
good   bargain  or  advantageous  purchafe   was 
never  expected  to  refult  from  the  difplay  of  in- 
temperate folicitude.     He  vindicated  the  cha- 
racters of  adminiftration,  repeating,  on  his  own 
knowledge,  the  obfervation  of  the  earl  of  Brif- 
tol,  two  days  before   his  death,6  that  if  any 
but  a  profeffional  man  was  fit  to  prende  at  the 
admiralty,  it  was  lord  Sandwich.     Sir  James, 
it  is  faid,    fubjected  himfelf   to   confiderable 
ridicule  by  a  technical  proof  of  the  juftice  of 
the  -war,  implying  that   if  reprefentation   was 
neceffary  to  give  the  right  of    taxation,  the 
thirteen    provinces    were   represented  by   the' 
members  for  the  county  of  Kent,  fincein  their 
charters,  they  were  declared  to   be  part  and 
parcel  of  the  manor  of  Greenwich. 

Lord  North,  in  a  moft  able  fpeech,  de- 
fended his  own  character  and  adminiftration. 
He  did  not  objecf  to   the  prefent  motion  lb 

•  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  earl  of  Briltol  was  one  of  lord 
Sandwich's  greateft  opponents.     He  died  in  December  1775% 

much 
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much  as  to  that  of  the  preceding  week;  it  was   chap. 
divefted  of  anger,  its  terms  moderate,  and   its    ^J^f^, 
intent  clear  and  defined.     He  fmcerely  wifhed      1782. 
for  peace,   and   for  fuch  an   adminiftration  as 
could   act  with  unanimity  and   effect  for  the 
national  good.     He  would  he  no  obftacle  to  a 
coalition  of  parties,  for  the  formation  and  ad- 
juftment  of  a  new  cabinet  in  which  he  mould 
have  no  place. 

This  idea  was  ftrenuoufly  enforced  by 
D undas,  and  warmly  reprobated  by  Pitt,  who 
defined  a  coalition  to  be  a  collection  and  com- 
bination of  all  the  abilities,  integrity,  and 
judgment  of  feveral  parties,  and  turning  the 
united  exertion  to  the  fervice  and  falvation 
of  the  country.  The  adminiflration  had  been 
one  of  influence  and  intrigue;  he  thanked 
God  it  was  likely  to  terminate,  but  truifed 
the  houfe  would  not  contaminate  their  own 
purpofe  by  fullering  the  prefent  minifters  to 
manage  the  appointment  of  their  fucceifors. 
It  was  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  appoint 
minifters,  neither  did  it  become  the  houfe  to 
fettle  who  were  to  hold  places,  or  adjuft  and 
investigate  the  meafures  to  be  purfued. 

The  motion  was  rejected   by  a  majority  of 
nine/ 

Fox  gave  notice  to  his  party,  that  a  new  LoH North 
propofition  to  the  lame  effect  would  be  fpeedily  dedares  * 

1       r  .  i  J    change  or 

propofed,  and  on  the  appointed  day  an  unu-  mjniftry. 
fual  number  of  members,  and  a  great  crowd  of  i^Mar. 
auditors  attended.  Lord  Surrey  prefented  hyji- 
felf  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  motion,  which 
lord  North,  after  fome  clamour,  was  permitted 
to  anticipate,  by  declaring  "  That  his  Majefty's 
minifters  were  no  more."     After  further  difcuf- 

*     236    tO    JLZJ. 

H  h  3  fion, 
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CHAP,  fion,  occafioned  by  a  profeffion  of  doubtin^ 
xlii.  iorc{  North's  aifertion,  he  obtained  leave  to 
17S2.  move  an  adjournment  for  five  days,  when  lord 
Surrey  might,  if  he  deemed  it  necefiary,  proceed 
with  his  motion. 
His  frre.  He  then  made  bis  valedictory  addrefs  as 
weiifpeech.  mjniftefj  thanking  the  houfe  for  the  kind,  the 
repeated,  the  evlcntial  fupport  he  had  fo  long 
received  from  the  commons  of  England,  while 
holding  a  fituation  to  which  he  had  at  all 
times  eonfeffed  himfelf  unequal.  To  that 
houfe  he  owed  whatever  he  had  been;  his  con- 
duct within  thofe  walls  having  recommended 
him  to  his  fovereign.  He  thanked  them  for 
their  partiality  on  all,  their  forbearance  on 
many  occaiions.  The  mortifications  he  had 
lately  experienced  in  the  houfe  could  not  make 
him  forget  their  general  fupport  through  a  fer- 
vice  of  many  years  continuance;  the  recol- 
lection of  which  he  fhould  ever  cheriih  as  the 
principal  honour  of  his  life.  After  dwelling 
fome  time  on  thefe  and  fimilar  topics,  he  faid, 
whatever  might  be  the  extent  of  the  motion 
intended  by  lord  Surrey,  no  evil  could  arife 
from  a  iliort  delay.  He  was  confeious  of  his 
refponfibility  for  the  truft  which  he  had  fo  long 
retained,  andjhould  neither  endeavour  to  ihel- 
ter  himfelf,  nor  avoid  inquiry. 

The  exultation  tefiified  by  the  opponents 
of  the  late  adminifiration,  called  forth  the 
animadverfions  of  Burke,  who  employed  his 
eloquence  in  recommending  a  more  temperate 
conduct,  exhorting  his  affociates  to  guard 
againft  their  defircs,  their  felf-opinions,  their 
vanity,  their  avarice,  their  luft  of  power,  and 
all  the  worft  pafnons  which  disfigure  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  pointing  out  the  vaft  expec? 
tations  which  their  own  declarations  had  en- 
3  titled 
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titled  the  public  to  form,    and   the   immenfe  chap. 
difficulties    they    had    bound    themfelves   to  <J5j^ 
achieve.  1782. 

M  a  n  y  of  the  former  fupporters  of  lord 
North  fhewed,  as  might  be  expected,  at  leaft 
cold nefs  towards  him  in  his  altered  fortune; 
yet  many  were  not  wanting  who  bore  honour- 
able teftimony  to  his  merits,  and  vindicated 
their  pad  conduct  by  honelt  and  unfufpected 
profeffions  of  permanent  efteem.  Sir  John 
HufTey  Delaval  paid  a  manly  tribute  of  this 
kind,  and  Mr.  Courtenay,  though  frequently 
interrupted  by  turbulent  clamours,  pronounced 
an  encomium  on  lord  North,  mixed  with  fevere 
farcafms  againit  the  triumphant  party.  He 
had  always  fupported  the  late  minifter,  he  faid, 
from  a  perfuafion  of  the  rectitude  of  his  inten- 
tions, and  on  that  point  his  conviction  had 
never  been  fhaken.  If  from  untoward  circum- 
ftances  fome  of  his  meafures  had  not  been 
crowned  with  the  expected  fuccefs,  his  whole 
conduct  had  difplayed  a  fmcere  anxiety  for  the 
profperity  of  the  country.  His  amiable  and  en- 
gaging difpofition  had  procured  him  many 
friends,  his  unrivalled  wit  many  admirers ;  his 
unarTumtng  manners  (though  he  had  held  fo 
lofty  actuation  twelve  years)  had  prevented 
his  having  any  enemies  ;  his  forbearing  temper 
was  feldom  irritated;  and  when  he  was  pro- 
voked, his  manly  warmth  did  honour  to  his 
feelings.  "Thefe  panegyrics,"  he  faid,  "  can- 
not be  cenfured  as  ill-timed  at  this  moment, 

When  intercft  calls  off  all  her  sneaking  train, 
«>         When  all  the  oblig'd  desert,  and  yet  complain." 

On  this  occafion  he  could  freely  pardon  the 
exultation,  triumph,  and  interruption  of  the 
conquering  parly,  but  he  could  not  form  a  more 
fanguine  wifli  for  the  happinefs  of  the  country, 

H  11  4  than 
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chap,   than  that  in  this  day  of  difficulty,  calamity, 
J^^,    and  diftrefs,  an  administration  might  be  formed 
17S2.      as  able,   difmterefted,   and  upright,  but  more 
fortunate  than  that  of  lord  North. 
LordMshd-       In  this   active    conteft  the  lords    had   yet 
burne's  in-  taken  no  thare  :  the  earl  of  Shelburne  had  ob- 
tended        tained  a  fummons  of  the  houfe  on  an  intended 
motion  for  the  removal  of  mini  iters;  but  be- 
fore the  appointed  day  the  cabinet  had  fur- 
rendered.       On  his  apology  for  not  prefenting 
the  intended   proportion,  nothing  remarkable 
occurred  but  a  manly  fpeech  from  lord  Stor- 
mont,  who,  in  lord  North's  .name  as  well  as  his 
own,  defied  crimination,  and  courted  inquiry. 
He  made   an  ardent  eulogy  on  lord    North, 
whofe  character,  he  faid,  had  conquered  even 
envy:  to  the   moft fplendid  talents  he  added 
the  moft  ardent  zeal  for  the  public  good,   and 
the  glory  of  his   fovereign;  the  moft   perfect 
diiintereftednefs,  and  an  integrity  which  even 
flander  had  not  dared  to  tarniih. 
Character        Such  was  the  clofe  of  the  nrft  permanent 
of  Lord      adminiitration    formed   during-    the    rei<m   of 

Norm.  ■—,  -„  ,  •  .  ^   .     .  _  .. »        _ 

George  III.  from  the  prime  m  milter  the  acts 
of  government  took  their  character,  and  in 
fpeaking  of  him,  his  moft  inveterate  opponents 
never  accufed  his  warmed  friends  of  exao-o-era- 
tion.  Of  his  character  and  attainments  when 
he  was  raifed  to  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  mention  has  already  been  made, 
and  what  remains  for  hiftory  to  record  has  been 
in  a  great  degree  anticipated.  His  eloquence 
was  lefs  diftinguiihed  by  peculiar  fplendour  of 
diction,  than  by  fuavity,  perfpicuity,  and  ar- 
rangement. The  impreffion  of  his  harangues 
was  aided  bv  an  extraordinary  degree  of  can- 
dour,  and  ingenuous  confidence,  which  were 
known  to  be  unaffumed,   and  convinced  the 

hearerd 
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hearers  of  the  purity  of  his  motives,  even  chap. 
though  they  did  not  aflent  to  the  propriety  of  XLIL 
liis  nreafujt-;.  His  temper  was  iHdom  ruffled,  l7g2. 
and  though  reiterated  attacks  fometimes  ex- 
torted  a  faieaftic  fally,  his  wit,  of  which  he 
poifefled  an  uncommon  fecundity,  never  left 
on  the  minds,  even  ofthofe  whom  he  over- 
whelmed with  ridicule,  afentiment  of  rancour. 
His  honour  was  unblemished,  his  integrity  un- 
queftionable;  and  "  in  a  long  and  ftormy,  and, 
at  length,  an  unfortunate  adminiftration,  had 
many  political  opponents,  almoft  without  a 
perfonal  enemy.'"6  Thefe  eftimable  qualities 
were  fuppofed  to  be  counterbalanced  by  too 
great  a  facility  in  adopting  the  fuggeftions  of 
others ;  and  the  abfence  of  that  itrictnefs  or 
feverity  which  is  often  necelfary  to  enforce  and 
infure  exertion,  gave  the  appearance  of  pro- 
crafti nation,  and  a  want  of  energy  feemed  to 
pervade  the  other  departments  of  administra- 
tion. 

8  Gibbon's  Decline  and  FaJi  of  the  Roman  Empire,  vol.  vii. 
fcvo.  Preface, 
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CHAPTER    THE    FORTY-THIRD: 

17  8  1  —  17  8  2. 

View  of  the  new  mini  ft  ry — mea  fares  they  had 
refolded  to  execute  before  they   came   into 
office.  —  Affairs  of  Ireland.  —  Meeting   of 
delegates   of  volunteers. — Motion    of  Mr. 
Eden   in  the   Briti/h  parliament.  —  King's 
meffage. — Declaration  of  rights  voted  by  the 
Irifih  parliament.  —  Confequent  proceedings 
in  England.  — Efforts  for  limiting  influence. 
—  Contractors  bill. — Revenue  officers   bill. 
— Refolutions  refpetling  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion refcinded. —  Disfranchifement  of  Crick- 
lade.  —  Bill  compelling  the  holders  of  patent 
offices    to  re  fide.  —  Exertions  of  clubs  and 
public  bodies  for  a  reform  of  parliament. 
— -Mr.  Pitt's  motion.— Exertions  refpetling 
economy.  —  King's  meffage.  —  Burke's  bill 
paffes  in  an  altered  ftate. — Arrears  of  the 
civil    lift    difcharged.  —  Efforts   at  pacifi- 
cation.—  Negotiation    with    Holland — its 
failure  —  offers  to  mediate  renewed — Mr. 
Grenville  jent  to  Paris  to  open  a  direct  ne- 
gotiation—  terms propo fed  by  him.  —  Efforts 
of  France   in  the  Weft  Indies. — Rodney's 
victory  over  de  Graffe — his  recal — honours 
paid  him. — Slow  progrefs  of  negotiation. — 
Death  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham — • 
Change  of  miniftry.  —  Prorogation  of  par- 
liament.— King's  fpeech. 

CHAP.    'TThe  new  cabinet  was  thus  compofed  :   The 

\^}^J  marquis  of  Rockingham  (from  whom  it 

178*.      was  called   the   Rockingham  adminiftration) 

firft 


GEORGE    III.  47<5 

firft  lord  of  the  treafury ;  lord  John  Cavendiih.   chap. 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ;    admiral  Keppel,    £^j 
now  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  vifcount,  firft  lord      i7%t, 
of  the   admiralty;    the  duke  of  Grafton,  lord  V'^of 
privy  feal;  earl  Camden,  prefident  of  the  coun-  miniiiry. 
cil ;   the  duke  of  Richmond,  matter  general  of 
the  ordnance,  and  a  knight  of  the  garter;  the 
earl  of  Shelburne  and   Mr.  Fox,  joint  fecreta- 
ries  of  ftate  ;    general  Conway  commander  in 
chief,  and  Mr.  Dunning,  created  lord  Aihbur- 
ton,    chancellor  of  the  duchy  of   Lancafter. 
The  only  member  of  the  late  adminiitration 
who  retained  a  feat  in  the  cabinet,  was  the 
lord  chancellor,  Thurlow. 

Several  other  departments  of  ftate  were 
filled  by  perfons  of  eminent  rank  and  talent ; 
among  the  molt  confpicuous  of  whom  were 
the  duke  of  Portland,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land ;  Mr.  Burke,  pay  matter  general  of  the 
forces,  and  a  privy  counfellor ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfhend,  fecretary  at  war;  colonel  Barrel 
treafurer  of  the  navy ;  Mr.  Sheridan,  under 
fecretary  of  ftate  ;  Sir  William  Howe,  lieu- 
tenant general  of  the  ordnance ;  his  brother, 
created  a  vifcount,  was  appointed  to  command 
the  grand  fleet ;  the  honourable  Thomas  Pel- 
ham,  was  furveyor  general  of  the  ordnance; 
the  duke  of  Manchelter,  lord  chamberlain,  and 
the  earl  of  Effingham,  treafurer  of  £he  houfe- 
hold.  Mr.  Kenyon  was  attorney.  Mr.  John 
Lee  folicitor  general,  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
foon  afterwards  obtained  a  peerage,  by  the 
title  of  lord  Grantly. 

This  adminiitration  comprized  fufficient  in-  Their oPI- 
tegrity  and  talent  to  juftify  the  ardent  hopes  JT^Bd 
of  the  public  ;  but  many  perceived,  that  from 
the  heterogeneous  nature  of  the  materials,  the 
edifice  could  not   be  durable,      The   ftrange 

combina- 
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^xLia*'  commnation  °f  parties,  had  been  defcribed  in 
^^,  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  an  exprefhve  meta- 
*??$■  phor,  a  rope  of  fund  ;a  and  even  in  the  moment 
of  their  triumph  over  lord  North,  their  dis- 
cordances of  opinion  produced  in  two  inftances, 
fmart  animadverfions  and  explanatory  declara- 
tions.'' 

Fox,  though  not  nominally  the  head,   was 
generally  regarded  as  the  principal  perfon   in 
administration ;  his  powerful  talents,  acknow- 
ledged by  all  parties,  and  his  unrivalled  popu- 
larity, placed  him  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  his 
sifociates,  that,  had  his  difpofition  been  infected 
with  the  flighteft  taint  of  arrogance,  he  might 
have  maintained,  by  the  force  of  the  public 
opinion,  an  uncontroulcd  fovereignty  in  the 
cabinet.      Fox,   however,  fought  no  peculiar 
diitinction,  and  his  popularity  reflected  on  his 
ailociatcs  a  rich  glow,  which  at  once  animated 
the  hopes,  and  fixed  the  regards  of  the  nation. 
But  although  he  was  fuperior  to  the  little  arts 
of  exclufion,  his  impetuofity  in  enforcing,  and 
inflexibility  in  maintaining  his  opinions,  were 
frequent  fubjeels  of  complaint.     Some  mem- 
bers of  adminihration  were  perfonally  odious 
to  each  other;  lord  Thurlow,  by  along  courfe 
of  conteft  in  both  houfcs,  had  attracted  peculiar 
diflike,  and  from  his  manl)T  unbending  temper, 
the  miniftry  expected  impediment  rather  than 
fupport.     Perhaps  he  M'as  only  fuffered  to  re- 
tain his  place  from  the  difficulty  of  adjufting 
the  rival  claims  of  the  jurifprudential  members 
of  the  new  miniftry :  Fox,  fome  time  before  the 
overthrow  of  the  late  cabinet,  acknowledged 
that  his  adherents  detefted  lord  Thurlow's  fen* 

*  See  Debates,  6th  March,  1782. 

*  See  Debates,  /j-lh  and  2pth  of  March,  1782, 

timents 
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timents  oti  the  conftitution;  but  added,  they  cttA?. 
did    not   mean  to  profcribe  him.c      Of  lord     xLHf, 
Shelburne,   Fox   profeffed  not  to   entertain   a    '  ,-g>^ 
better  opinion  ;  while  fpeaking  in  terms  of  af- 
fectionate veneration  of  lord  Rockingham,  he 
defcribed    lord    Shelburne's   character    as   the 
exact  reverfe,  and  declared  that  his  repugnance 
to  an  allbciation  in  office  with  him  and  lord 
Thurlow,    was    only  overcome    by  the    fatif- 
factory   pledge   for   the    integrity     of  admi- 
niftration,  afforded  by  the  afcendency  of  the 
marquis. 

The  particular  meafures  in  which  the  admi-  MeaYufci 
niftration    agreed    before    their   acceffion    to  the>" had 


concc 


rtei, 


Ireland 


power,  were  ftated  by  two  of  the  principal 
members  to  be ;  firft,  an  offer  to  America  of 
unconditional  independence,  as  the  bails  of  a 
negotiation  for  peace  ;  fecondly,  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  economy,  bv  means  of  Burke's  bill ; 
and  thirdly,  the  annihilation  of  influence  over 
either  branch  of  the  legiflature, d 

Before  either  of  thefe  meafures  could  be  Affairs 
brought  forward,  minifters  were  compelled,  by 
imperious  circumftances,  to  adopt  arid  mature 
a  fourth,  "  that  of  fecuring  the  freedom  of 
Ireland,  in  the  moft  unequivocal  and  decihve 
manner."6  The  weaknefs  of  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment  in  Ireland,  and  ftrength  of  the  aifertors 
of  their  independence  on  the  Britilh  parliament, 
infpired  the  party  called  patriots  with  ardent 
hopes  of  obtaining  impoitant  concefiions. 
County  and  other  popular  meetings  were  held, 
addreffes  voted,  and  intimations  given  to 
members  for  extinguiihing  the  powers  referred 

c  Sth  March. 

d  Seethe  fpeech  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  general  Conway., 
Debates,  9th  and  roth  of  July   1782. 

c  Genera!  Conway's  fpcech  iodt  July. 

to 
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chap,  to  the  privy  council  under  Poyning's  law;  pro- 
xltii.  curing  a  habeas  corpus  acl,  eftabliihing  the  in- 
17S1.  dependence  of  the  judges,  abolishing  fmecure 
places,  inquiring  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  fecuring  the  freedom  of  trade, 
and  reviling  the  act.  for  equalizing  duties  ;  and 
as  the  beft  means  of  obtaining  thefe  ends,  the 
members  were  enjoined  to  withhold  their  con- 
currence from  the  grant  of  fupplies  for  a  lon- 
ger period  than  fix  months.  The  volunteer 
affociations  were  encouraged  in  proportion  as 
they  difplayed  a  difpolition  to  co-operate  in 

9th  oa.      thefe  views.     In  debating  the  addrefs  on  the 

tions^nVhe  *orc^    lieutenant's   fpeech    to   parliament,    Mr. 

irifh  par-    Grattan,  a  diftinguiihed  patriot,  adverted  with 

foment.  fpleen  to  the  manner  in  which  the  loyal  exer- 
tions of  the  Irifh  were  commended  from  the 
throne ;  while  the  volunteers  were  not  exprefsly 
mentioned,  fie  wifhed  he  could  reconcile 
royal  cars  to  that  falutary  and  wholefome  name. 
When  the  addrefs  was  carried,  thanks  were 
unanimouflv  voted  to  the  volunteers  for  their 

icth  oa.  continuance  and  fpirited  exertions.  A  fimilar 
proportion  was  offered  in  the  upper  houfe, 
where  lord  Bel^mont,  the  only  diifentient,  dif- 
tinguiihed between  their  fervices  and  their 
eftablifhment;  he  honoured  their  zeal  and  ad- 
mired their  gallantry.  He  would  lead  them 
with  confidence,  accompany  them  with  affec- 
tion ;  with  them  he  would  be  foremoft  in  the 
breach,  daft  on  the  mine;  but  he  would  not 
perpetuate  a  claim  which  was  without  legal 
foundation  :  he  valued  them  as  the  pureft  bul- 
lion, but  would  not  recognize  them  as  fterling, 
until  they  received  the  ftamp  of  majefty. 

13th  Nov.        In   purfuance  of  the   popular  inftruclions, 
Mr.  Grattan  offered  a  bill  to  explain,  amend, 
and  limit  the  mutiny  act.     His  motion  was  re- 
jected, 
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jeeted,  but  renewed  early  in  the  enuring  month  chap, 
by  lord  Arran,  and  evaded  by  a  motion  of  delay     xliii. 
for  fix  months.     Six  peers  joined  in  a  proteft,      1781. 
declaring   the   meafure   equally   beneficial  to  8th  Dec- 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

On  the  failure  of  this  effort,  the  volunteers  15^  Feb. 
of  the  province  of  Ulfter  affembled  at  Dun-  MI7J**  e 
gannon,  allumed  a  deliberative  character,   of  the  dek- 
vhich  they  affirmed  themfelves  not  to  be  de-  satesof 
prived  by  affociating  in  arms.     Their  relblu-  V0U11€e 
tions  affected  to  adjuit  many  important  points 
of  government :  the  claim  of  any  body  of  men, 
other  than  the  king,   lords,  and  commons  of 
Ireland,   to  legiflate  for   that  kingdom;    the 
powers  exercifed  by  the  privy  councils  of  both 
kingdoms,  under  colour  of  the  law  of  Poyn- 
ings;    all   burthens   or  obftructions   impeding 
their  trade  with  neutral  countries,  impofed  by 
any  other  power  than  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land ;    a  mutiny  bill  not  limited  in  duration 
from   feffion  to  felhon  ;    and   the    refufal   or 
delay  of  the  right  to  fecure  the  independence 
of  judges,    and    impartial   administration    of 
juftice,  were  declared  unconftitutional,  illegal, 
and  grievances.     They  further  announced  their 
unalterable  determination  to  feek  redrefs,  and 
pledged  themfelves  to  each  other,  and  to  their 
country,  not  to  countenance  any  candidate  at 
any  eniuing  election,  butthofe  whohadfupport- 
ed  or  would  fupport  their  refolutions.    They  re- 
folved  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  matters 
of  religion,   to   be  equally  facred   in  all ;  and 
therefore  as  Irifhmen,  Chriftians,  and  Protef- 
tants,  rejoiced  in  the  relaxation  of  the  penal 
laws  againit  the  Roman  Catholics,  conceiving 
the  meafure  to   be  fraught  with  the  happieil 
confequences  to  the  union  and  prolperity   of 
Ireland.     They  made  arrangements  for  future 

meetings, 
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Motion  of 
Mr.  Eden 
in  the  Bri- 
tirti  parlia- 
ment re- 
fpecling 
Ireland. 


meetings,  appointed  a  committee  to  reprefent 
them  in  a  general  afiembly  of  delegates  of 
corps  in  Dublin,  and  voted  an  addrefs  to  the 
minority  of  the  Irifh  parliament,  for  their  noble 
and  fpirited,  though  ineffectual  efforts  in  de- 
fence of  the  great  commercial  and  conftitu- 
tional  rights  of  the  country.  "Go  on  ;"  they 
laid,  "  the  almoft  unanimous  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple is  with  you ;  and  in  a  free  country,  the 
voice  of  the  people  muft  prevail.  We  know 
our  duty  to  our  fovereign,  and  are  loyal :  we 
know  ourfelves,  and  are  refolved  to  be  free." 

Deriving  new  hopes  from  thefe  refolutions, 
and  the  fpirit they  indicated,  Mr.  G rattan  mov- 
ed an  addrefs  to  the  king,  declaratory  of  the 
rights  of  Ireland  to  an  independent  legiflature, 
notwithftanding  the  power  of  controul  affumed 
by  the  parliament  of  England  ;  but  his  motion 
was  negatived,  as  was  another  for  a  bill  to  quiet 
the  proprietors  of  eftates  in  Ireland  under  Bri- 
tish acts  of  parliament.  As  this  meafure  tended 
alfo  to  affirm  that  Great  Britain  had  no  right 
to  legiflate  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Yelverton,  as  a1 
middle  courfe,  or  temperate  expedient,  procured, 
by  the  concurrence  of  all  parties,  an  a6t  for 
making  feveral  laws  paffed  in  Great  Britain, 
and  affecting  Ireland,  acts  of  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment. At  this  period  the  ftruggle  for  power 
in  England  terminated  in  the  recal  of  the  earl 
of  Caiiille,  who  had  held  the  viceroyalty  fmce 
December  17  80. 

The  Eafter  recefs  afforded  minifters  leifure 
for  arranging  the  affairs  of  their  departments, 
and  procuring  the  re-eleftion  of  fuch  as  were 
members  of  the  lower  houfe.  On  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  colonel  Luttrell  introduced  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  by  Hating  the  prevailing  dis- 
contents, and  the  deiire  of  minifters  to  remove 

them) 
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them,  and  requiring  from  Mr.  Eden,  who  was  a   chap. 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  Ireland,    tXLI11' 
and  had  filled  the  iituation  of  principal  fecre-      17S2. ' 
taryto  lord  Carliile,  an  explanation  of  the  affairs 
of  that  kinodom. 

Mr.  Eden  readilv  entered  on  the  tafk,  de- 
fcribmg  the  conduct  of  government  and  oppo- 
fition  for  the  two  laft  years,  and  defcantiil^  on 
the  valour,  loyalty,  and  popularity  of  the  volun-' 
tcers,  wliofe  defires  and  fentiments  were  the 
defires  and  fentiments  of  all  Ireland.  The  de- 
claration of  rights  fo  unanimoufly  and  ardently 
cherifhed,  could  no  longer  be  oppofed  with 
fuccefs  :  the  attempt  would  be  as  vain  as  to 
make  the  river  Thames  flow  up  Highgate-hill. 
He  did  not  believe  the  Irifh  would  abufe  the 
advantages  they  might  obtain,  and  they  would 
be  reftrained  from  adopting  meafures  injurious 
to  England,  fince  the  king,  with  the  advice  of 
a  refponfible  cabinet,  mult  fanclion  all  their 
acls.  Befides  the  declaration  of  rights,  the 
volunteers,  or,  in  another  word,  Ireland  had 
called  for  a  habeas  corpus,  and  obtained  it;  a 
bill  for  making  the  commiflions  of  judges 
quam  diu  bene  fe  gefferint,  demanded  by  them, 
was  in  its  progrefs  through  parliament;  the  re- 
quired alteration  of  the  mutiny  act  might  eafily 
be  granted,  and  a  modification  of  Poyning's  law, 
which  would  fatisfy  the  people,  could  not  be 
dangerous  to  England.  He  then  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  repealing  fo  much  of 
the  act  of  the  fixth  of  George  I.  as  alferted  a 
right  in  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  make  laws  binding  the  kingdom 
and  people  of  Ireland."  He  did  not  wifh  to  be 
precipitate  ;  but  the  recefs  of  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment would  terminate  in  eight  days,  and  Mr. 
G  rattan  would  then  renew  and  carry  his  motion 

vol.  in.  11  for 
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chap,  for  a  declaration  of  rights.    It  would  furely  then 

2lJ^    be  advisable  to  anticipate  the  wifhes  of  the 

1782.      people,  to  afford  them  a  pledge  of  the  fmcerity 

of  England,  a  fecurity  for  the  permanency  of 

the  confritution,  and  of  that  trade  they  were  lb 

anxious  to  preferve. 

Three  members,  all  natives  of  Ireland,  rofe 
to  fecond  Mr.  Eden's  motion,  but  Fox  declaimed 
with  indignation  again  ft  the  indecent  hurry  of 
bringing  it  forward  on  the  fnft  appearance  of 
the  new  m'miftry  in  parliament,  before  they 
had  time  to  make  arrangements,  or  digeft  mea- 
fures  more  effectual  and  important  than  a  little 
partial  repeal,  propofed  only  to  acquire  a  fmall 
portion  of  popularity.  Had  the  late  miniury 
(iifplayed  but  a  moderate  mare  of  that  alertnefs 
which  now  fo  much  miibecame  the  mover,  Eng- 
land had  not  been  involved  in  her  prefent  diffi- 
culties. Moderate;  conceflion  granted  to  tem- 
perate rcquefts  would  have  prevented  thofe 
haughty  claims  which  would  wrench  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  from  the  legillation  of  Great 
Britain  ;  but  the  nation  was  now  reduced  to 
abject  unconditional  fubmifiion.  He  wiilied 
Mr.  Eden  to  withdraw  his  motion  ;  which  was 
agreed  to,  after  a  debate  in  which  many  re- 
flections were  made  on  the  harm  manner  of 
notifying  lord  Carliile's  recal,  and  his  removal 
from  the  lord  lieutenancy  of  the  eaft  riding  o£ 
Yorkihire,  which  milliners  had  reftoredto  lord 
Carmarthen. 
9th  April.  The  next  day  Mr.  Fox  fubmitted  to  the 
King's  houfe  a  meflao-e  from  the  king,  expreffmg  con- 
B  '  cern  at  the  difcontents  and  jealoufies  of  Ire- 
land, and  recommending  to  the  ferious  conli- 
deration  of  the  houfe  the  means  of  fatisfactory 
adjuftment.  In  moving  the  addrefs  on  this  mef- 
jc,  jV.x  declared  the  refolution  of  miniiiers 
6  to 
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to  aft  effectually,  and  not  patch  up  a  temporary  chap. 
ceffation  of  claims,  leaving  to  their  fucceffors   ^}j^, 
the  dangers  of  an  unfettled  constitution.     The      17**. 
pretentions  of  the  Irilh  parliament  and  people, 
comprehended  not  only  commercial  rights  and 
privileges,  but  legiflative  powers  and  royalty. 
The  hairy  itep   propoied   by  Mr.  Eden,  would 
be  unwife  and  impolitic.     Time  mull   be   al-^ 
lowed  for   deliberation,  and  the  acquifition  of 
perfect    information,     which   minifters    would 
faithfully  fubmit  to  parliament,  hoping  that  the 
happy,  fpeedy,  and  permanent  concluiion  of  fo 
important  an  affair,  would  be  forwarded  by  all 
the  ability,  zeal,  affection,  and  honefty  of  both 
kingdoms.      The   addrefs   was   voted    without 
opposition  ;  as  was  a  fimilar  teftimony  of  refpect  nth. 
from  the  upper  houfe,  on  the  motion  of  lord 
Shelburne. 

The  fpceches  of  bothfecretaries  of  ftate  were 
profufe  in  general  acknowledgments  towards  the 
Iriih,  with  a  referve  of  due  confideration  for  the 
dignity  of  Great  Britain.  Their  declarations 
were  involved  in  ftudied  myftery,  but  it  appeared 
from  the  observations  of  Fox,  that  the  large 
conceflions  recommended  by  Mr.  Eden  were 
not  intended  to  be  made. 

Any   heiitation   or    varieties    of    fcntiment  1 6th  Apr. 
which  might  have  been  entertained  in  the  Bui-  ^n^if' 
tifh  cabinet,  were,  however,  abruptly  terminated  rights  voted 
by  the  deciiion  of  the  Irilh  houfe  of  commons,  by  the  infh 
where   Grattan,    as   Mr.   Eden  had  predicted,  pai  iam 
moved  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  containing  a 
full  and  explicit  declaration  of  the  rights  of 
Ireland  as  claimed  by  the  people,  and  the  dele- 
gates of  the  volunteers.     His  fpeech  was  un-  Grattan't 
commonly  fervid  :  he  remembered  Ireland,  he  celebrated 
kid,  when  me  was  a  child,  he  had  beheld  her  iPecch' 
progrefs  from  injuries  to  arms,  from  arms  to 

112  libertv. 
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Chap,   liberty.     The  Irifh  were  no  longer  afraid  of  the 
J^^    French,  nor  of  any  nation,  nor  of  any  minifter. 
j7Si.      If  men  turned  their  eyes  to  the  reft  of  Europe, 
they  found  the  ancient  fpirit  expired,  liberty 
ceded,  or  empire  loft ;  nations  mbfiftrng  on  the 
memory  of  pai;  glory,  and  guarded  by  merce- 
nary arnifcs-.     But  Ireland,  qaittiug  fiich  exam- 
ples, had   become  a  model  to  them ;  the  had 
excelled  modern,  and  equalled  ancient  Europe. 
The  meeti  no-  of  military  deleg-atcs  at  Dun  pan- 
non  was   a  great  event,  an  original  meafure; 
and  like  all  original  meafures,  matter  of  furprife 
till  it  became  matter  of  admiration.     He  com- 
pared it  to  the  Engliih  convention  parliament, 
or  the  affembly  of  barons  at  Runnymead  ;  alt 
weye   original  tranfactions,  not   flowing   from 
precedent,  but  containing  in  themfelves  prece- 
dent and  principle.      All  great  conftitutional- 
queftions  had  been  loft ;  the  public  had  been 
loft,  hzi-d  they  depended  only  on  parliament :; 
but  they   had   fallen  into   the   hands  of  the 
people,  and  by  the  people  would  be  preferved. 
lire  Irifh   volunteers   were   alibeiated  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  laws,  but  the  claims  of  the 
Britifh  parliament  were  fubveriive  of  all  law. 
The  volunteers  had  fnpported  the  rights  of  the 
J  rim  parliament  againft  thofe  temporary  truftees 
who  would  have  relmqniihed  them.     But  Eng- 
land had  no  reafon  to  fear  the  Iriih  volunteers  : 
they  would  die  for  England  and  her  majeftic 
race  of  men.     Allied  by  liberty  as  well  as  alle- 
giance, the  two  nations  formed  a  conititutionaf 
confederacy ;  the  perpetual  annexation  of  the 
crown  Mas  one  great  bond,  but  liberty  was  a 
liili  greater.     It  would  be  eafy  to  find  a  king, 
but.  impoffible  for  the  Iriih  to  find  a  nation 
who    could   communicate   to   them    a    great 
charter,  fave  only  England.     This  made  Eng- 
land 
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land  a  natural  connexion  ;  and  every  true  Irim-  chap. 
man  would  exclaim — Liberty  with  England —  «^!i[\ 
but — at  all  events- -'Liberty  ! f  ,?ga. 

The  motion  was  carried  without  a  divifion,  Hisre- 
thoughnot  without  debate.;  and  the  gratitude  w^rd- 
of  the  nation  was  mewn  towards  the  popular 
orator,  by  a  parliamentary  grant  of  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds,  for  the  purpofc  of  purchaling  him 
an  eftate,  and  erecting  a  manfiom 

Instructed  by  thefe  refolve6,  and  by  the  '7th  May. 
evident  determination  throughout  the  country  proceed- 
to  fupport  them  to  all  extremities,  minifters  no  inss.in  the 
longer  hefitated  refpecling  the  quality  ox  mode  iiamentrr" 
of  conceflion.     Fox,  in  a   committee   of  the 
whole  houle,  expatiated  on  the  claims  of  Ireland, 
allowing  them  to   be  founded  in  juftice,  and 
fuch  as  he,    while   out  of  office,    had   always 
maintained.     Ireland  had  clearly  and  plainly 
ftated  her  wants  ;  he  mould  be  as  plain ;   and 
though  perhaps  he   might  have    been   better 
pleafed  with  a  different  mode  of  afking,  ftill  he 
would  meet  her  on  her  own  terms.     Whatever 
blame  might  be  difcovered  in   the   courfe   of 
the  bufinefs,  he  imputed  to  the  late  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  concluded  by  moving   "  for  an  act 
repealing  that  of  the  fixth  of  George  I.  for  fecur- 
ing  the  dependence  of  Ireland." 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  feconded  the  motion, 
and  members  of  all  parties  concurred  in  ap- 
plauding it ;  lord  lkauchamp  alone  exprelled 
a  doubt  that  the  repeal,  leaving  the  queftion 
of  right  undecided,  would  not  fatisfy  the 
Irifh  nation.  The  motion  palled  without  a 
divifion,  as  did  two  others,  cne  for  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  praying  the  adoption  of  meafures 
for  rendering  the  connexion  between  the  two 

'  See  i  report  of  this  fpeech  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  xiv.  p.  j8. 

i  i  s  kingdoms 
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Chap,  kingdoms  folid  and  permanent ;  and  another  de- 

J^^j    daring  the  interefts  of  both  inseparable. 
i7$i.  The   proceedings  in  the  upper  houfe  were 

i7ihMay.  near]y  fmiilar,  and  no  divifion  ar.ofe.  Lord 
Loughborough,  however,  pointed  out  feveral 
inconveniences  which  miffhtpofliblv  enfuefrom 
the  extenfive  conftruction  of  the  reiblutions, 
and  recommended  fome  delay,  for  the  fake  of 
preparation,  and  to  avoid  that  precipitancy 
which  would  fecm  to  refult  from  fear. 

ix A  and         The  repealing  act  paffed  both  houfes  in  gene- 

J4.thjune.  ra]  fjience.  Its  reception  in  Ireland  juftified, 
in  fome  degree,  lord  Beauchamp's  anticipation  ; 
for  Mr.  Flood,  by  maintaining  that  the  con- 
eetTion  was  infufficient,  inafmuch  as  the  princi- 
ple on  which  the  act  of  George  I.  was  founded 
^as  not  renounced,  wrefted  from  G rattan,  who 
aflerted  the  contrary,  a  portion  of  his  popula- 

27th  Ju.e.  rity. 6  The  Iriih  parliament,  however,  fliewed 
great  fatisfaclion  at  the  acquintion,  and  voted 
addreffes  of  thanks,  and  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  for  a  levy  of  twenty  thoufand  feamen 
for  the  Britifli  navy. 

•  v  a    -i        Iv  profecution  of  another  avowed  objecl,  the 

8th  April.  •  r.  ->.n  1  1         ■  £> 

Etfom  for  limitation   of  influence,  the  popular  meaiures 
limiting      prefented  in  former  feflions  were  revived.     The 
Contact'    bil1  ior  excluding  contra6tors,  was  in  a  corn- 
tors  bin"     mittee  before  the  expulfion  of  the  late  adminif- 
tration  ;  it  was  now  amended,  and  recommitted, 
and  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons  with  inconfi- 
derableoppofition.  In  the  lords,  the  principle  was 
itrenuoufly,  and  with  great  force  of  argument, 
oppofed  by  the  lord  chancellor  and  lord  Mans- 
field.    In  the  committee,  lord  Aihburton  fuc- 
cefsfully  propofed  an  amendment,  exempting 

%  See  reports  of  the  debate  on  this  fubjeft.    Remembrancer,  vol. 
x:v.  p.p.  307,  3:5. 
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from  the  operation  of  the  bill  thofe  who  made    chap. 
contracts  for  the  produce  of  their  own  eftates  ;    ^f^J 
but  the  houfe  of  commons  difagreed,  and  the     ,7s2. 
bill  paifeel  in  its  original  form.  Jjd 

With  equal  eagernefs,  the  bill  for  preventing  ^^   ^' 
revenue  officers   from    voting   in   elections   of  April. 
members  of  parliament  was  preffed  on  the  houfe.  Revenue 
It  was  ftrenuoufly  though  unfuccefsfully  oppofed  bin. 
in  the  commons  ;  but  a  rider  was  added  to  pre- 
vent its  extending  to  thofe  who  held  places  for 
life ;  they,  it  was  argued,  could  not  be  under  the 
dominion  of  influence.     On  the  third  reading  3djune, 
in  the  upper  houfe,  lord  Matisfield  made  an  able 
and  eloquent  fpeech  againlt  the  principle  of  the 
bill ;  he  was  anfwered  by  the  biihop  of  Peter- 
borough, and  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  who 
declared  his  fituation  as  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury  would    be  extremely   uneaiy   if  the   bill 
was  rejected.     In  feventy  boroughs,  he  faid,  the 
election  depended  chiefly  on  revenue    officers. 
Nearly  twelve  thoufandofthefeperfons,  created 
by  the  late  administration,  poifelfed  votes  in 
other  places ;  and  he  could  not  without  remorfe 
fubject  them  by  his  influence,  to  the  neceility,  or 
at  leaft  the  imputation  of  voting  againit  the 
dictates   of    gratitude  and   their   confeiences. 
This  curious  argument,  which  implied  that  un- 
lefs  the  voters  were  deprived  of  the  power  of 
doing  wrong,  the  minifter  could  not    refrain 
from  compelling  them,  terminated  the  debate, 
and  the  bill  palled.  h 

Another  facrificetd  popularity,  in  the  mape  ^  May. 
of  reform,  was  the  expunction  from  the  journals  ^pe£? 
of  the  resolution  of  the  feventeenth  of  February  the  Middle- 
1769,    rcipecting  the  Middlefex  ele&ion  ;  the  Jjj^jjp 

*>  34  to  1 8.     There  were  feveral  divisions  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
in  the  piopjition  of  7  or  8  to  %, 
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chap,  motion  being  made  and  feconded  by  Wilkes  and 
xxiii.  Byng,  members  for  the  county.  Fox  oppofed 
^sT?  it,  on  the  principle  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
ought,  for  the  advantage  of  the  people,  to  have 
the  privilege  of  expelling  thofe  whom  they,  as 
reprefeutatives,  thought  unworthy  of  a  feat,  and 
the  privilege  was  too  valuable  to  be  furren- 
dered.  In  fupport  of  this  doctrine,  lie  framed 
an  extraordinary  cafe.  "  Suppofe,"  he  faid, 
"  the  bill  for  excluding  contractors  had  been 
rejected  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  the  houfe 
of  commons  had  come  to  a  refolution  of  their 
own,  that  no  perfon  holding  a  contract  mould 
have  a  feat;  the  contractors  now  in  parlia^ 
ment  would  be  expelled,  but  might  be  re- 
elected, and  then,  if  the  inherent  privilege 
did  not  impede  it,  thofe  very  men  whom  the 
houfe  had  declared  improper  to  fit,  muft  remain 
amongft  them."  He  acknowledged  himfelf, 
however,  indifferent  to  the  event  of  the  motion, 
as  the  proceedings  againft  the  magiftrates  of 
London  had  demonftrated,  that  whatever  privi- 
leges the  houfe  might  poifefs,  they  could  not 
be  exercifed  in  oppofition  to  the  voice  of  the 
people. 

Dun  das,  though  on  the  fame  fide,  warmly 
reprobated  the  unconflitutional  doctrines  of 
Fox  ;  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  great 
majority. l  Elated  with  this  final  triumph,  after 
an  annual  defeat,  Wilkes  publifhed  a  letter  ex- 
preiTive  of  his  raptures,  and  his  refolution  to 
perfevere  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  parlia- 
mentary reform  ;  but  few  people  now  partici-- 
pated  his  raptures  ;  the  queftion  had  ceafed  to 
be  interefting,  and  the  popularity  attached  to 
the  name  of  Wilkes  had  been  repeatedly  tranf- 

*  115  to  47. 
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ferred  to  others,  and  was  in  a  ftate  of  daily  chap. 
fluctuation.  xliii." 

Early  in  the  fern*  on,  a  bill  was  introduced    ^sTT' 
for  disfranchifing  the  borough  of  Cricklade  in  J8th  Feb- 
the  county  of  Wilts.    A  committee  on  the pcti-  chifenSlt 
tion  of  an  unfuccefsful  candidate,  reported  that  ofCricfc- 
great  abufes  had  been  committed  ;  and  Sir  Har-  lade" 
bord  Harbord  affirmed,  that  out  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  voters,  eighty-three  had  already  been 
convicted  of  bribery,  and  actions  for  the  fame 
offence  were  pending  againit  forty-three  others. 
In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  disfranchifement  13th Mar. 
was    oppofed    with    confiderable   ability,    but 
with  out  effect.     It  was  juftiried  on  the  fame 
principles  as  that  of  the  electors  of  new  Shore- 
ham.     w  When  that  bill  was  mown  to  the  late 
earl  of  Chatham,"  faid  Mr.  Montagu,  ';  he  ex^ 
prefled  his  joy  at  finding  the  borough  removed 
from  Bengal  to  its  ancient   iituation  in   the 
county  of  Suifex." — If  the  prefent  were  rejected, 
Cricklade  would   certainly   be   removed  from 
Wiltshire  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  progrefs  of  the  bill  through  the  houfe  3d  May, 
of  lords  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  zeal 
and  ability  with  which  the  lord  chancellor,  lord 
Mansfield,  and  lord  Loughborough  oppofed, 
and  lords  Grantly  and  Afhburton  fupported  it. 
The  latter  lords  found  a  powerful  auxiliary,  or 
rather  an  able  leader,  in  the  duke  of  Richmond  ; 
but  his  grace  in  the  courfe  of  debate  reproach- 
ed the  lord  chancellor  with  inritfcriminately 
refilling  every  meafure  of  regulation  or  im- 
provement Lord  Fortefcue,  enlarging  on  the 
lame  topic,  bewailed  the  degraded  dignity  of 
the  houfe,  lowered  and  tarnilhed  by  a  profufion 
of  lawyers.  It  was  no  longer  a  houfe  of  peers, 
but  a  mere  court  of  law,  where  all  the  folid, 
honourable  principles  of  truth  and  juftice  were 

jhamefully 
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chap,  fliamefully  fkcrificed  to  the  low 'tMetttfo&ffinar 

iri*b    chicanery  and  quibbles  ufed   in   Weftminfter 
»7*».      Hall.     That  once  venerable,  dignified,  and  au- 
guft  affembly,  relembled  a  meeting  of  attornies 
in  a  Cornifli  court,  acting  as  bafrifters.     The 
learned  lord  on  the  woolfack  feemed  fraught 
with  nothing  but  contradictions,  and  law  fub- 
tleties,  and  diftinctions,  and  all  that. 
$w  May.        Such  remarks  obtained  no  anfwer,  and  did  not 
prevent  the  exertions  of  oppoiition  ;  evidence 
was  called  and  counfel  heard  againft  the  bill ; 
when  the  duke  of  Richmond  aa;ain  «-ave  vent 
to  his  indignation  againft  what  he  termed  the 
profetuonal  phalanx.  Attacked  by  lawyers  above 
the  bar,  and  interrupted  by  lawyers  below,  he 
coniidered  himfelf  unequal  to  the  contetl,  and 
therefore  obtained  the  aid  of  counfel  in  fupport 
of  the  bill,  which  finally  palled,  great  majori- 
ties in  its  favour  appearing  on  every  divihon.  k 
Bittfom-        A  more  important  and  beneficial  law  was 
pciiingthe  introduced  under  the  influence  of  lord  Shel- 

.       .trrsof     .  .  ,  ill  n 

offices  to     burnc,  for  compelling  future  holders  or  patent 
xcMs.        places  in  the  colonies  or  plantations,  to  refide 

and  act  in  their  offices. 
Exertions       Hitherto  all  the  reforms  fupported  by  ad- 
and  puWiV  nuniftration,  had  been  functioned  by  the  con- 
bojk-sfor   currence   of    parliament.      One  remained   on 
a  reform     w})icn  the  public  felt  confidently  interefted, 

of  parhs.  1  .  t  •    i     i       i  T     J  ,  i 

mem.  from  the  great  pains  which  had  been  employed 
to  procure,  in  all  popular  affemblies,  votes  and 
refolutions  in  its  favour,  and  to  exhibit  it  to  the 
people  as  a  meafure  on  which  their  freedom  and 
profperity  depended  :  this  was  a  reform  in  the 
reprefentative  fyliem  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Mar-h  nnd  Measures  for  enforcing  this  reform  were 
Ap.  17*1.   fyftematically  adopted  in  the  preceding-year,  by 

*  On  the  commitment,  13th  May,  the  divifion  was  4.7  to  ^^. 

the 
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the  delegates  of  the  affociated  or  petitioning  bo-  chap. 
dies,  comprizing-  pretended  reprefentatives  of  the  ^^ 
counties  of  York,  Surrey,  Hertford,  Huntingdon,  ,7gx. 
Middlefex,  Effex,  Kent,  Devon,  and  Notting- 
ham, and  the  city  of  Weftminiter.  They  re* 
folved,  that  the  public  evils  were  produced  by 
the  grofs  inadequacy  in  parliamentary  repre- 
sentation, which  the  addition  of  a  hundred  coun- 
ty members  in  due  proportions  would  tend  to 
correct.  The  feptennial  act  was  declared  a  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  the  people,  which  impair- 
ed the  conftitutional  connexion  between  them 
and  their  reprefentatives,  and  expofed  parlia- 
ment to  great  unconftitutional  influence  ;  and 
its  repeal  would  form  a  ftrong  barrier  againft 
the  inroads  of  parliamentary  corruption,  and 
the  alarming  influence  of  the  crown.  Thefe 
refolves  were  enforced  by  addrefies  to  the  elec- 
tors of  Great  Britain,  urging  the  neceffity  of 
reform,  by  ftatements  deduced  from  hiftory, 
and  arguments  founded  in  right  and  policy. ' 
The  livery  of  London  in  a  common-hall  refolved,  31G  te«* 
that  the  inequality  of  reprefentation,  and  the 
coi  nipt  ftate  of  parliament,  had  produced  the 
war,  the  difmemberment  of  the  empire,  and  all 
other  grievances.  The  only  adequate  remedy 
would  be  found  in  re-eftabliihina;  the  conftitu- 
tional  (hare  of  the  people  in  government,  and  in 
a  frequent  election  of  reprefentatives,  according 
to  ancient  ufage.  They  alio  eftabliihed  a  cor- 
refponding  committee.  Againft  this  meeting, 
however,  a  proteft  was  figned  by  five  of  the 
common-council. 

The  caufe,  thus  efpoufed  by  thefe  commit-  7*M»f. 
tees   and    public   bodies,     was    introduced   to  moi\Qn. 
parliament  by  the  brilliant  talents  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

1  See  Remembrancer,  vol.  xiii.  p.  193. 
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chap.  1"  a  fpecch  of  great  ability,  he  deferibed  the 
XLUL  evils  which  had  arifen,  and  might  arife  from 
TTs^  the  unequal  reprefentation.  Some  boroughs 
were  under  the  command  and  others  in  the 
pofieflion  of  the  treafury.  The  influence  of 
the  treafury  was  contended  in  others,  not  by 
the  electors,  but  by  fome  powerful  individual 
affuming  hereditary  right.  Some  boroughs  had 
no  actual  exiftence  in  property,  population, 
trade,  or  weight,  but  only  in  the  return  of 
members  ;  and  others,  in  the  lofty  poffeffion  of 
Englim  freedom,  claimed  no  right  but  that  of 
bringing  their  votes  to  market:  they  had  no 
ether  market,  no  other  property,  no  other  Hake 
in  the  country  than  the  price  of  their  votes. 
Such  boroughs  were  the  moft  dangerous  of  all. 
They  neve/confultcd  the  interetts  of  the  pub- 
lic, 'but  offered  their  reprefentation  to  the  beft 
purchafer:  they  were  properly  within  the  ju- 
rifdiction  of  the  Camatie;  and  it  was  a  well 
known  facl,  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot  had  feven 
or  eight  members  in  that  houfe.  Foreign  in- 
fluence had  ever  been  conlidered  dangerous  to 
a  nation,  and  if  the  nabobs  of  India  could 
acquire  fucli  an  influence,  why  might  not  a 
foreign  power,  at  enmity  with  Great  Britain, 
acquire  a  fimilar  ihare  by  the  fame  means  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation.  Some  perfons  had 
fuggefted,  that  the  beft  means  of  effecting  a 
nearer  relation  between  the  reprefentatives  and 
the  people,  would  be  to  deprive  the  rotten  and 
corrupt  boroughs  of  a  part  of  their  members, 
and  add  them  to  thofe  places  which  had  a 
greater  ftake  and  intereft  in  the  country. _  Ano- 
ther  mode  recommended,  was  mortening  the 
duration  of  parliaments.  But  all  consideration 
of  ttieie  he  mould  for  the  prefent  entirely  omit, 
referring  the  talk  of  lelcction  to  a  committee 

freely 
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freely  chofen.  The  matter  of  complaint  was  chap. 
clear;  his  own  judgment  was  ftrengthened  by  ^*f\ 
the  advice  of  fome  of  the  firft  characters  in  the  tj%4. 
kingdom,  and  of  fome  on  whom  the  grave  had 
doled.  Of  one  of  thefe,  in  particular,  every 
member  in  the  honfe  could  fpeak  with  more 
freedom  than  himfeif.  That  nerfon  was  not 
apt  to  indulge  vague  and  chimerical  fpecula- 
tions  inconfiftent  with  practice  and  expediency ; 
and  the  opinion  of  that  perfon  was,  that  unlefs 
firft  principles  were,  in  this  refpecl  recurred 
to,  and  a  more  folid  and  equal  reprefentation 
of  the  people  eftabliihed,  by  which  the  proper 
conftitutional  connection  might  be  revived, 
this  nation,  with  the  greateft  aptitudes  for  hap- 
pinefs  and  grandeur  of  any  other  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  mull;  be  confounded  with  the 
mats  of  thole  whofe  liberties  were  loft  in  the 
corruption  of  the  people.  He  moved,  and  was 
feconded  by  alderman  Sawbridge,  "  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  itate  of  reprefentation  in  parliament,  and 
to  report  to  the  houfe  their  ohfervations 
thereon." 

The  firft  opponent  of  the  motion  was  Mr. 
Thomas  Pitt,  who  anticipated  and  deprecated 
the  conftrucrions  to  which  his  fentiments  would 
be  liable  from  thofe  who  confidcred  him  merely 
as  proprietor  and  reprefentative  of  Old  Sarum. 
He  objected  to  the  time  of  introducing  the 
fubject,  when  government  was  already  over- 
loaded with  projects  of  reform.  Mere  theorifts 
attempted  to  eftablifli  the  wild  fyftem,  that 
nations  could  only  be  free  where  no  individual 
was  bound  but  by  laws  to  which  he  had  con- 
fen  ted,  either  in  perfon  or  by  a  reprefentative 
whom  he  had  actually  nominated.  Hiftory 
furnciently  proved  that  fuch  a  principle  never 

applied 
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chap,  applied  to  the  JBriti/h  conftitution.  Nothing 
xliii.  like  equality  of  representation  could  be  found. 
xjzT^  Rutland,  as  a  county,  returned  as  many  repre* 
fentatives  as  Devonihire  or  Yorkfhire.  At  firft 
counties  alone  were  represented,  afterwards 
great  cities,  towns,  and  places  of  note,  and 
even  inconfiderahle  villages.  The  rule  of  their 
addition  could  not  be  defined,  but  moft  af- 
fu redly  it  was  not  that  of  equal  representation, 
or  uniform  importance  ;  nor  was  it  fit,  at  this 
period,  to  try  chartered  privileges  by  a  new 
rule  v/hich  never  did  apply  to  them.  However 
plaufible  and  popular  the  idea  of  equal  reprefen- 
tation,  it  was  of  all  other  the  moft  extravagant, 
impracticable,  vifionary,  and  abfurd.  If  fuch 
a  principle  was  efiential  to  a  free  government, 
there  never  had  been  nor  ever  could  be  a  free 
government. 

The  real  origin  and  purpofe  of  the  par- 
liament, was  to  balance  the  powrer  of  the 
crown.  The  members  of  the  lower  houfe, 
however  varioufly  elected,  flood,  individually 
and  collectively,  as  reprefentatives  of  all  the 
iuhjecls  of  Great  Britain.  If  they  effected  the 
great  purpofe  of  defending  the  people  at  large 
againft  the  encroaching  power  and  increafmg 
influence  of  the  crown  ;  if,  as  faithful  guar- 
dians, they  held  the  public  purfe ;  if  they  pre- 
ferveel  the  laws  of  the  country  from  violation, 
they  anfwered  every  end  of  their  inftitution, 
whatever  irregularities  a  fpeculift  might  fancy 
he  difcovered  in  their  appointment ;  for  that 
country  truly  enjoys  the  benefit  of  civil  liberty, 
where  the  laws  hold  an  equal  courfe  to  all,  not 
where  all  are  equally  represented. 

"  Is  all  influence  on  this  houfe"  he  pro- 
ceeded, "  equally  dangerous,  equally  alarming, 
equally  fubverlive  of  the  great  principle  I  have 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured  to  eftablifli  ?  What  was  the  con-  chap. 
teft  with  the  crown  before  the  eftablifhment  of  xxiu. 
the  lower  houfe  ?  a  conteft  not  for  liberty,  but  l:%^ 
for  power,  between  the  king,  the  barons,  and 
the  clergy.  What  1ms  been  the  change  that 
fince  its  origin  has  thrown  weight  into  the 
balance  of  this  houfe  ?  The  ariftocratical  weight 
of  property,  which  increafing  in  this  houfe, 
has  enabled  it  to  refill  the  augmenting  influ- 
ence of  the  crown.  The  houfe  of  lords  can  no 
longer  be  relied  on  as  a  counterpoife;  the 
barons  are  no  longer  the  barrier  againit  the 
encroachments  of  the  crown.  Let  us  take  care, 
that  by  an  innovation  purely  democratical, 
and  which  fhall  remove  from  us  that  influence 
to  which  we  owe  fo  much  of  our  importance, 
we  do  not  reduce  ourfelvcs  again  to  that  ftate 
when  the  greateft  influence  of  all  may  crufh  us 
under  feet." 

The  motion,  he  obferved,  would  place  par- 
liament in  a  cruel  dilemma;  if  negatived,  the 
prejudices  of  the  times  would  reprefent  the 
houfe  as  partial,  prejudiced,  and  corrupt;  flmt- 
ting  their  ears  againit  evils  fatal  to  public 
liberty,  left  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  confefs 
the  neceflity  of  a  remedy.  If  the  proportion 
were  adopted,  they  mult  launch  into  afea  with- 
out a  ihore ;  a  general  inquiry  without  any 
defined  or  fpecilied  object;  an  inquifition  into 
the  itate  of  every  borough,  which  would  alarm 
the  feelings  of  everv  one  interefted  in  fo  exten- 
five  a  confideration,  while  it  held  out  to  the 
public,  expectations  which  thehoufenevermeant 
to  fatisfy,  nor  ought  to  fatisfy,  nor  could  fa- 
tisfy  were  it  ever  fo  expedient.  The  queftion 
was  not  whether  any  fpecific  alteration  fhould 
be  adopted ;  but  whether  parliament  mould 
open  a  general  mop  to  receive  all  the  projecls 
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chap,    of  the  wildeft  of  projectors;  to  let  loofe  the 
it1^    imaginations  of  the  public  on  the  moll  deli- 
i?S2.      cate,  and  yet  molt  important  of  confiderations. 
Bounds  could  never  be  fet  to  the  inquiry  ;  the 
torrent  could  never  be  reftrained ;  the  principle 
mull  be  carried  to  its  utmoft  extent,  or  aban- 
doned ;  representation,  if  an  inherent  or  natural, 
-was  an  univerfai  right;  there  was  no  medium. 
To    countenance  fo   general,   fo   undefined   a 
meafure,  as  that  on  the  table,  would  be  an  act 
of  madnefs  and  infatuation,  tending  only  to 
tumult  and  diforder,  and  every  confufion  that 
expectation,  followed  by  difappointment,  could 
operate  on  the  padions  of  the  multitude. 

During  along  debate,  many  conspicuous 
parliamentary  characters  delivered  their  fenti- 
ments:  Sir  George  Savile,  Courtenay,  Fox, 
and  Sheridan,  fupported  the  meafure.  Its 
chief  opponents  were  the  honourable  Mr.  Yorke, 
lloile,  M'Donald,  Rigby ;  and  Dundas,  who 
particularly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  a  fpeech, 
replete  with  found  fenfe  and  accurate  informa- 
F.cjeaed.  tion,  and  fparkling  with  genuine  wit.  The 
queftion  was  rejected  by  adopting  the  order  of 
the  day.m 

The  conduct  of  miniftry  was  reprefented  to 
the  public  as  infidious  and  treacherous;  they 
were  accufed  of  giving  a  negative,  damning 
fupport  to  the  proportion,  while  by  indirect 
means  they  concurred  in  its  failure.  Againft 
this  charge,  which  threatened  fatal  confe- 
quences  to  their  popularity,  Fox,  at  a  fubfe- 
quent  period,  took  great  pains  to  juftify  him- 
ielf.  He  profelfed  warm  unalterable  attach- 
ment to  reform,  but  fome  of  his  colleagues, 
particularly  Burke,  and  Thomas  TowDihend, 

,  ■»  161  to  14.1. 
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lie  faid,  viewed  the  proportion   with  difguft  chap. 
and  antipathy.     Such  men  he   could  not  in-     xliii. 
fluence  to  fpeak  or  vote  againft  their  opinions,      178a. 
but  what  he  could  he  did  ;  he  perfuaded  them 
not  to  attend  the  difcuihon. n 

Sawbridge  renewed  his  annual  attempt  to  17th May. 
fhorten  the  duration   of  parliament:    but   his  ?a-T  - 

ii  1        /»   «'    •        i    i         •»"  bridge  s 

motion,  though   eloquently  iultained  by  Mr.  annual 
Pitt,  was  rejected  by  a  large,  majority.0     Lord  motIon* 
Mahon  alfo  introduced  a  bill  for  preventing;  J4tH',- 

i-i  i  i     o-  i  &    Lord  Ma. 

bribery  and  expences  at  elections,  the  regu-  honsbill. 
lations  of  which  were  fo  ftrict,  as  even  to  pre- 
vent the  candidate  from  allowing  a  carriage  to 
a  non-refident  voter.  Mr.  Pitt  fupported  the 
bill,  but  it  was  oppofed  by  Fox,  and  the  fe- 
vereft  of  its  claufes  being  rejected,  it  was  with-  zift  June. 
drawn. 

The  miniftcrial  undertaking  of  economical  i5thAPr. 
reform    Mas   introduced  to  parliament,    by    a  Exeitions 
menage  from  the  king  to  each  houfe,   recom-  economy? 
mending  the  conhderation  of  an  effectual  plan  King's 
of  economy,  through  all  branches  of  the  pub-  meffage. 
lie  expenditure.     He  had  taken  into  conhde- 
ration a  form  and  regulation  in  his  civil  lift 
citabliihment,    which  he  would  fpeedily  fub- 
mit  to  parliament  for  their  advice  and  affiit- 
ance.     "  His  majefty,"  the  meifage  proceeded, 
"  has -no  referves  with  his  people,  on  whole 
affections  he  refts  with  a  lure  reliance,  as  the 
belt  fupport  of  the  true  honour  and  dignity  of 
his  crown  and  government;  and  as  they  have 
hitherto  been  his  beft  refource  on  every  emer- 
gency, fo  he  regards  them  as  the  moft  folid 
and  ftablr  fecurity  for  an  honourable  provifion 
for  his  perfon  and  family." 

n  See  Fox's  fpeech  at  the  anniverfuy  dinner,  (ioth  October  1781.) 
Remtnibinncer,  Vol.  xiv.  p.  293. 
0  149  to  61. 
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chap.  An  addrefs  of  thanks  was  voted  with  unani- 
xliil  mous  aflent:  Burke,  in  moving;  it,  congratu- 
1782.  lated  the  houfe,  and  the  kingdom,  on  the  happy 
era  when  his  majeity,  freed  from  that  fecret  and 
injurious  council,  which  Hood  between  him 
and  his  people,  now  fpoke  to  them  in  the  pure 
and  rich  benevolence  of  his  own  heart.  The 
meffage  was  the  genuine  effufion  of  paternal 
care  and  tendernefs;  it  was  what  good  fubjecls 
merited  from  a  good  king,  and  every  man 
would  rejoice  in  and  blefs  the  day,  when,  re- 
ffored  to  the  dignified  independence  of  his 
elevated  fituation,  the  fovereign  was  able  to 
participate  in  their  fufYerings,  to  praife  and 
reward  their  fortitude.  It  was  the  beft  of 
meffages,  to  the  beft  of  people,  from  the  beft  of 
kings. 

Mr.  Powys  in  the  name  of  the  country 
gentlemen,  declared  his  warm  exultation  in  the 
meffage,  and  in  language  formed  on  Burke's 
model,  extolled  it  as  a  noble  and  gracious  in~ 
ftance  of  royal  benevolence,  which  would  re~ 
concile  the  people  to  their  burthens. 

Fox  too  fpoke  the  language  of  panegyric 
and  confidence.  "  His  majefty,"  he  laid, 
"  came  with  almoft  un parallelled  grace  to  his 
parliament,  and  deli  red  to  participate  in  the 
exertions  and  fufferings  of  his  people,  by  the 
reduction  of  his  own  peculiar  eftablimments, 
choofing  and  wiihing  to  find  his  fupport  in  the 
hearts  of  his  fubjecls." 

Burked  But  however  confident  might  be  the  anti- 

biil  pafles    ci nation  of  minifters,  the  bill  for  retrenching; 

teied  ftate.  the  expences  of  the  houfchold  no  longer  ap- 
peared before  the  public  with  all  the  captivat- 
ing allurements  which  had  been  lent  to  it, 
while  defigned  by  oppofition  for  the  embar- 

6th  May.    raflmcnt  of  government.      In  the  committee, 
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Burke  propofed  a  faving  of  feventy-two  thou-  chap. 
fand  three  hundred  and  fixtv-eight  pounds  per  ^i1^ 
annum  ;  but  he  introduced  his  bill  tardily  and 
hlently  to  the  houfe.  On  the  fecond  reading,  Jjh  J«* 
he  was  goaded  into  a  fpeech,  for  the  purpoie 
of  defending  his  meaiure  againft  the  imputa- 
tions it  incurred  bv  varying  eiTentially  from 
the  original  propofition,  when  the  public  were 
taught  to  expect  a  golden  harveft  from  eco- 
nomy, and  a  luxuriant  vegetation  of  liberty, 
from  the  primings  of  influence.  He  had 
omitted  a  regulation  for  {applying  the  royal 
houfebold  bv  contract,  he  laid,  becaufe  the 
meaiure  was  generally  unpopular.  The  regu- 
lations relative  to  Wales  were  abandoned,  be- 
caufe they  did  not  appear  to  pleafe  the  people, 
who  were  taught  by  a  faction  to  regard  them 
with  horror.  The  retrenchment  m  the  ord- 
nance orfice  he  had  poftponed,  if  not  totally 
renounced,  becaufe  that  department  was  filled 
by  a  nobleman,  whofe  patriotifm  and  frugality 
would  fuperfede  the  neceility  of  reftraint.  The 
mint  was  not  yet  regulated,  becaufe  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  were  unwilling  to  affurae 
the  execution  of  its  duties.  The  offices  of 
treafurer  and  cofferer  of  the  houfebold  were 
fuffered  to  remain,  becaufe  their  polfelfors  car- 
ried white  wands,  and  their  abolition  would 
appear  an  encroachment  on  the  fplendour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown.  The  duchies  of  Lan- 
cafter  and  Cornwall,  it  appeared  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  explanation,  were  left  unrer'ormed,  be- 
caufe the  clamours  which  had  been  railed  about 
Wales  might  extend  to  them  alio.  Thefe  rea- 
foos  appeared  lb  trifling,  that  even  colonel 
Barre  and  Mr.  Powys  exprefled  themfelveg 
not  iutiiely   fatisfied,  and  the  bill  palled  dully 
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through    the    houfe,    barely    unoppofed,    but 
wholly  uncelebrated. 

The  retention  of  appointments  which  had 
been  formerly  defcanted  on  in  glowing  terms, 
as  extremely  onerous  and  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic, for  no  other  reafon  than  that  they  were 
held  bv  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  lord  Aih- 
burton,  formed  a  ftigma  on  the  favourite  mea- 
fure,  which  was  not  removed  by  Burke's  dif- 
intereftednefs  in  bringing  forward  a  bill  re- 
gulating his  own  office,  the  intent  of  which 
was,  to  prevent  enormous  balances  from  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  the  paymafter  of  the 
forces. 

The  royal  menage  refpecling  economy  was 
fpeediiy  followed  by  another,  requeiting  a 
difcharge  of  arrears  of  civil  lift,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  two  hundred  and  ninety-fix 
thoufand  pounds;  the  houfe  voted  the  requiiitc 
fum,  and  the  favinsjs  intended  to  be  made  bv  the 
reform  bill  were  mortgaged  for  payment  of  the 
interefi.  This  mode  of  blending  the  two  tranfac- 
tions  was  vehemently  decried  in  the  upper 
houfe,  as  an  infringement  of  their  ftanding 
order  made  in  1702,  that  no  bill  of  regulation 
fhould  be  allowed  to  pafs  with  the  appendage 
of  a  claufe  for  granting-  monev.  The  lord 
chancellor  and  lord  Loughborough  fupported 
this  doctrine  with  great  ability,  but  the  houfe 
decided  in  contradiction  to  their  judgment. p 

Some  further  economical  regulations  were 
promiled,  but  none  effected  during  the  feffion. 
The  attorney  general,  Mr.  Kenyon,  diftin- 
guifhed  himielf  by  a  motion  for  collecting  into 
the  exchequer,  the  balances  in  the  hands  of 
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feveral  paymafters.  His  original  propositions  chap. 
extended  to  charge  the  holders  of  thole  balan-  xlui. 
ces  with  intereft  for  the  funis  in  hand;  but  Fox,  \732,"J 
with  equal  ability  and  judgment,  obferved  that 
by  fo  doing,  government  would  place  its  officers 
in  the  fame  fituation  with  the  guardians  of  a 
minor.  "  In  the  one  cafe,"  he  faid,  "  there  is  an 
obligation  to  make  the  money  fuperlucrate  ; 
in  the  other  none.  To  claim  intereft  from  an 
accountant  would  juftify  him  in  placing  the 
money  out  at  intereft,  and  confequently  render 
the  public  liable  for  loiTes."  A  motion  was 
made  for  bringing  in  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
fome  of  the  refolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Kenyon, 
which  was,  however,  after  a  debate  of  fome 
warmth,  rejected,  and  the  new  miniftry  left  in 
a  minority.  *  Some  other  unimportant  elfays 
were  made  on  the  penlion  lift,  and  fome  inef- 
fectual attempts  to  render  an  object  of  cenfure 
a  penfion  of  a  thouiand  pounds  conferred  on 
lord  Loughborough. 

While  the  miniftry  were  thus  engaged  in  Efforts  at 
fulfilling  the  expectations  they  had  railed  re-  t^fica" 
fpecting  domeftic  regulation,  they  purfued  with 
equal  ardour  the  great  objeel  which  made  the 
nation  folicitous  for  their  attainment  of  power, 
the  reftoration  of  peace. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities  March, 
with  Holland,    the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  offered,      ^si. 
throuo-h   the   medium   of  M.  de  Simolin,   her  ?/!!?„£?:,, 
emhaiiador,    to    negotiate    a   renewal    of   the  tionwjth 
ancient    intcrcourfc    between   the  two  conn- 
tries  ;   and  prince  Gailitzin   prefented  to  the 
ftates  general  a  memorial  to  the  fame  effect. 
The    ftates   of    Holland    and    Weft   Friefland 
alone  declared  their  acceptance  of  the  offer; 

J     127    to    11 6. 
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chap,  but  the  Britifh  court,  candidly  explaining-  the 
xliii.  caufes  which  led  to  the  rupture,  particularly 
V"^£7T'  the  afcendency  of  the  French  party  in  the 
Dutch  councils,  obferved,  that  during  the  war 
with  France,  and  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of 
the  republic,  all  reconciliation  muft  be  merely 
fuperficial,  as  the  Dutch  would  continue  fecret 
auxiliaries  of  France,  under  the  mafk  of  a 
pretended  alliance  with  Great  Britain.  But 
ihould  any  indications  appear  of  a  change  in 
this  difpofition,  his  majefty  would  readily  treat 
for  a  feparate  peace,  under  the  fole  mediation 
of  the  emprefs,  who  had  been  the  firft  to  offer 
her  good  offices/ 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  negotia- 
tion was  renewed ;  the  Englilh  party  in  Hol- 
land gained  more  authority,   and  hopes  were 
entertained  of  triumphing  over  the  French  fac- 
tion, who  ltrove  to  impede  the  treaty,  without 
openly   contravening  the  emprefs.     Their  firft 
mcafure  was  to  procure  from  Sweden  an  offer 
to  co-operate  in  the  mediation,  which  the  Bri- 
t§th  Septs  tifli  cabinet  refufed,  alleging  their  former  pro- 
mife   to   the  emprefs.8      Although  the   Hates 
general   fhewed   more   favourable  difpofitions 
than  formerly  towards  Great  Britain,  it  was 
obvious,  that  if  France  obtained  many  of  their 
foreign  fettleinents  by  compact  or  recapture, 
and  an  apparent  naval  fuperiority,  no  feparate 
treaty  with  England  could  take  place.     The 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  already  under  the  pro- 
tection of    France  ;    and  foon  afterwards  de 
Bouille  reconquered  their  moft  important  Weft 
India  fettlements.     The  efcape  of  M.  de  Gui- 
chen  from  Kempenfelt,  and  the  great  projects 

*  See  Annual  Regifter  1781.     Article,  State  Papers. 
b  Ibid. 
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meditated  by  France  and  Spain  in  the  tranf-   chap. 
atlantic  world,  together  with  the  hopelefs  Hate     XLiir- 
of  the  Britiih  arms  in  Europe,  the  capture  of     I?82> 
Minorca,  and  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  gave  a 
decifive   turn    to    the  politics  of  the  Hague. 
Their  anfwer  to  the  offer  of  the  emprefs  pre-  March. 
eluded  the  hope  of  peace;  and  an  article  in  the 
new   compacts  between  Holland  and  France 
prevented  either  from  making  a feparate  treaty. 
This  intelligence  had  not  reached  England 
when  the  great  change  was  made  in  the  cabi- 

•  ••-•11  L 

net.  The  Rockingham  administration  had  ex-  *oth* 
preffeel  in  parliament,  with  the  utmoft  confi- 
dence, the  intention  of  effecting  a  feparate 
reconciliation.  Their  endeavours  were  itimu- 
lated  by  a  letter  from  prince  Galitzin  and  M. 
de  Marcow,  the  Ruffian  minifters  at  the  Hague, 
apprifmg  them  of  the  prevailing  fyftem  of  the 
itates  general,  and  urging  difpatch  in  impeding 
the  formation  of  perpetual  alliance  between  the 
courts  of  Verfailles  and  the  Ha<nie. 

I\Ir.  Fox  allured  M.  deSimolin  of  the  king's  ^'i- 

C?  XT*       *1 

earneft  defueto  renew  the  friendmip,fo  unhappily  ai  u 
interrupted,  on  the  ancient  footing  of  the  treaty 
of  1674,  and  to  give  immediate  orders  for  an 
arm ift ice,  and  rcquefted  the  mediation  and  good 
offices  of  the  emprefs.  The  Briti/h  cabinet 
entertained  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  di- 
rected foreign  minifters  to  lofe  no  opportunity 
of  cultivating  a  good  understanding  with  thofe 
of  Holland ;  but  the  republic  perhfted  in  the 
■original  defign  of  fortifying  the  connexion 
with  France,  and  rejected  the  propoied  inter- 
ference. 

As  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  new  miniftry  April. 
were   well    known,    the    imperial    embaifador,  J?rteLof 
count  Belgioioio,  again  proffered  the  good  01-  pcrorto 
iices  of  his  court,   in  a  miffive,  ftyled  in  the  mediate, 
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chap,    diplomatic  language,  une  infinuation  verbale, 
3^iiL*    to  which  the  fecretary  of  (late  returned  a  cor- 
y8a.      dial  and  complying  anfwer.     The  king,  he  faid, 
pr*    did  not  with  to  prejudge  any  queftion,   or  to 
exclude  any  party  from  the  negotiation ;  nei- 
ther the  ftates  general,  nor  the  American  colo- 
nies ;  he  was  ardently  defnous   of  peace,  and 
av"i  fried  that  it  fhould  be  fpeedy,  but  it  muft  be 
equitable. 

Austria  had,  however,  no  right  to  prefume 
that  Great  Britain  mould  rely  withimplicit  con- 
iidence  on  her  mediatory  efforts.  It  had  long 
"been  apparent  to  the  Engliih  embaffador,  that 
prince  Kaunitz  entertained  towards  the  caufe 
of  Great  Britain  fentiments  nearly  approach- 
ing to  malevolence.  He  predicted  her  failure 
in  the  conteft,  and  the  neceffity  of  ultimately 
making  large  conceffions;  and  when  ftatefmen 
publicly  indulge  in  fuch  prophecies,  they  will 
rather  contribute  to  the  event  by  their  own 
exertions,  than  fuffer  their  prefcience  to  fall 
into  difcredit,  Kaunitz  entered  into  the  armed 
confederacy  with  almofi  as  much  zeal  as  Cathe- 
rine herfelf,  and  was  preparing,  by  the  influence 
of  the  emperor,  to  make  Venice  adopt  the  fame 
meafurc.  His  language  to  the  Englifri  em- 
baffador was  changed  from  extreme  kindnefs, 
to  a  haughty,  harfri,  morofe  tone;  and  on  every 
misfortune  which  attended  the  Britifh  arms, 
the  renewal  of  an  offer  to  mediate  was  accom- 
panied with  revilings  and  taunts  againft  the 
proud  national  fpirit,  which  had  fruitrated  for- 
mer efforts.  This  alteration  of  conduct  was 
the  more  offenfive,  as  the  French  embaffador 
was  treated  with  proportionate  confidence, 
always  preferred  in  audiences,  and  oftentati- 
oiifly  courted  with  peculiar  homage. 

li  The 
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The  emprefs  of  Rufiia  was  alfo  to  be  in-  chap. 
eluded  in  the  mediatory  commifiion,  but  lhe  xlih. 
had  from  the  beginning'  of  the  war,  deluded  ^sT^ 
Great  Britain  with  falfe  hopes,  and  her  con-  JJjjJ* 
ftant  efforts  to  extend  the  fphcre  of  the  neutral 
league,  and  her  eager  purfuit  of  perfonal  ag- 
grandizement, leading  her  to  an  intimate  con- 
nexion  with  Auftria,  and  giving  her  a  bias 
towards  France,  made  it  impoflible  to  expect, 
from  her  partiality  any  beneficial  refults.  The 
caufe  of  Great  Britain  feemed  degraded  to  the 
loweft  ftatc ;  ill  fuccefs,  and  the  prevalent  opi- 
nion of  mifmanagement,  rendered  the  efpoufal 
of  it  among  the  feliiih  powers  of  the  continent 
almoit  difreputable,  and,  probably,  the  hope  of 
wringing  from  the  diftreifed  htuation  of  the 
country,  concefiions  favourable  to  a  fyftem  of 
neutral  duplicity,  occafioned  the  eagernefs  of 
the  imperial  courts  to  alfume  the  taik  of  me- 
diation. 

Under  thefe  difficult  and  critical  circum-  7th  May 
fiances,  the  miniftry  acted  with  magnanimity 
and  iudo-ment.  In  conformity  with  the  an-  Pal-V. 
fwers  returned  by  the  Bourbon  courts,  they 
empowered  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  the  em- 
bafiador  at  Vienna,  to  commence  a  treaty  under 
the  aufpices  of  their  imperial  majefties.  But  as 
Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  was  already  difpatched, 
though  without1  any  public  character,  to  open 
a  direct  negotiation  with  M.  de  Vergennes,  and 
Paris  was  intended  to  be  the  principal  feene 
of  bufmefs,  Sir  Robert  was  initructed  not  to 
make,  or  even  much  encourage,  an  overture 
for  negotiation  at  Vienna;  though  he  was  not, 
by  receding  from  the  proportion,  to  difguftthe 
mediating  powers,  or  create  fufpicions  of  the 
Sincerity  of  Great  Britain. 

The 
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The  bafis  of  treaty  communicated  to  Mr. 
Grenville,  confined  in  two  propofitions.  The 
independence  of  the  thirteen  American  colo- 
nies, and,  in  return,  a  complete  reftoration  of 
all  other  matters  to  the  ftate  in  which  thev 
were  placed  at  the  laft  peace.  If  thefe  terms 
feemed  too  advantageous,  after  Great  Britain 
had  offered  to  concede  to  America  fo  much  of 
dominion,  that  hardly  a  claim  to  fovereignty 
was  left,  and  at  a  period  when  the  enemy  was  in 
poffefiion  of  almoft  all  the  iflands  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  it  mould  be  recollected,  that  the  Spanifb. 
and  French  treafuries  were  in  the  moft  abject 
ftate  of  diftrefs.  Spain  was  reduced  to  a  de- 
pendence on  the  fubfcriptions  of  individuals, 
not  in  aid,  but  as  the  chief  fupport  of  govern- 
ment; her  South  American  colonies  were  torn 
by  rebellion,  and  if  England  had  afforded  only 
flight  fuccours  to  the  infurgents,  the  whole 
Spanifh  marine,  and  a  great  land  force,  would 
have  been  required  for  their  reduction.  France 
too  was  beginning;  to  awake  from  the  dream  of 
financial  delufion,  and  to  difcover  thatNccker 
had  proceeded  in  the  war  without  the  imposition 
of  taxes,  by  borrowing  every  year,  in  addition 
to  the  current  fupplies,  the  intereft  of  previous 
loans;  a  fyttem  which  would  in  time  call  for 
fevere  impofitions,  or  general  bankruptcy.  The 
force  and  exertions  of  the  enemy  were  exag- 
gerated by  boafls,  and  the  preparations  of  the 
late  miniftry  for  regaining  a  preponderance  of 
power  in  the  Charribbean  feas,  might  have  in- 
fpired  hopes  and  confidence  fufficient  to  await 
the  events  of  a  campaign,  the  expences  of  which 
were  already  incurred. 

The  general  impatience  for  peace  in  Eng- 
land,  was  founded  on  a  defpair  of  fuccefs  in 
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the  principal  object  of  the  war,  the  reduction    chap. 
of  America,  and  a  conviction  that  the  whole    J^iii/ 
force  of  the  nation  was  infufficient  to  refill  the      *7Z7- 
career   of  the  enemy  in  other  quarters.     Suc- 
cefs  would  have  given  a  new  impulfe  to  popu- 
lar  energy,  and  fruftrated  the  long  labours  of 
analmoft  iuccefsful  oppofition;  but  fortune  de- 
clared againft  lord  North,  and  the  hafty  com- 
bination of  heterogeneous  parties,    and  their 
vigorous  and  perfevering  aflaults  on  the  cabinet, 
impeded   every   meafure   for   preventing,   and 
(auctioned  the  proportion  for  conceding,  the 
independence  of  America. 

After    the   furrender  of  lord   Cornwallis,  State  of 
the   attainment    of  this    object  by  force  ap- 
peared no  more  certain  than  at  any  previous 
period.     The  refources  of  America  were  ex- 
haufted,   the   long   interruption  of  commerce 
produced  a  lamentable  want  of  all  neceflaries, 
a  want  felt  from   the  higheft  to   the    loweft 
cialfes  throughout  the   colonies.     No   art  or 
coercion  could  give  circulation  to  the  paper 
currency;  and  not  only  the  friends  of  Great 
Britain,  but  the  warmed  adherents  of  America, 
coniidered  the  maintenance  of  the  army  for 
another  vear,  and  frill  more  the  eitabliihment 
of  independency,   as  utterly    impofiible,    and 
hardly    defirable.1      Sir   Henry   Clinton  him- 
felf,   after   tlie  furrender    of  lord    Cornwallis, 
forwarded  an  ah* u ranee  to  adminiftration,  that 
with    a  reinforcement  of  ten  thoufand   men 
only,  he  would  be  refponiible  for  the  conqueft 
of  America;™  but  before  this   offer  could  be 
made,  the  miniftry,  who  alone  could  be  expected 
to   give  it  effect,   were  ihaken ;  a  new  iyftem 

1  See  intercepted  Letters  of  Silas  Deanc,  Remembrancer,   vol. 
xiii.  p.  71. 

u  From  private  information. 
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was  adopted,  active  hoftilities  were  no  more  to 
be  purfued,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  being  allowed 
to  retire,  was  replaced  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

The  lateft  flruggle  of  the  defeated  adminif- 
tration  was  to  avert  from  the  country  the  dif- 
grace  ofahafty  and  compulfory  conceffion  of 
American  independence;  tothistended  their  de- 
fire  to  maintain  a  war  of  pofts,  and  their  over- 
tures for  a  coalition.  The  Rockingham  party 
had  long  declared,  and  confiftently  fupported 
the  juftice  and  inevitable  neceffity  of  granting 
independence;  but  lord  Shelburne  had  been  no 
]efs  ftrenuous  in  averting  that  difgrace  and 
calamity  muft  enfue  to  Great  Britain  from  fuch 
a  conceffion.  He  had  even  made  an  explicit 
declaration  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  "  that  he 
would  never  enter  into  an  official  fituation  with 
any  man,  however  great  his  abilities,  who 
would  either  maintain  that  it  was  right  or  con- 
fident to  allow  the  independency  of  America  ;'"w 
and,  even  in  the  prefent  feffion  of  parliament, 
Mr.  Dunning,  his  confidential  friend  and  ad- 
vifer,  had  treated  the  proportion  as  almolt 
amounting:  to  higrh  treafon.  But  lord  Shel- 
burne  had  either  receded  from  his  former  opi- 
nions, or  would  not  venture  to  encounter  fuch 
an  oppofitionas  he  had  witnelled  and  fupported 
airainit  lord  North. 

If  minifters  were  induced  to  concede,  even 
before  a  treaty,  the  independence  of  America, 
by  the  probability  that  the  fuperior  naval  power 
of  France,  and  Spain  in  the  American  feas 
would  enfure  it,  an  event  which  had  been  judi- 
ciouily  prepared  by  the  late  miniftry,  and  which 
occurred  foon  after  they  were  driven  from  the 
helm,  mewed  the  futility  of  fuch  an  expecta- 
tion. 


w  See  Debates  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  7th  December  1778 ;  the  con- 
clufibn  of  lord  Shelburne's  fpeech. 

When 
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When    the   conqueft  of  all  the  Leeward  chap. 
illands,  except  Barbadoes  and  Antigua,  left  the    JJ^^,. 
French  no  further   objects  of  attack   in   that      1782. 
quarter,  they  projected  a  joint  expedition  with  Fli°nr^. 
the  Spaniards  againft  the  important  colony  of 
Jamaica.     For  this  the  reinforcement  was  dif- 
patched  under  de  Guichen,  which  Kempenfelt 
had  failed  in  his   endeavour  to  intercept,  and 
anticipating  the  fuccefs  of  the  enemy  in  their 
ultimate  object,  oppofition  lavished  cenfures  on 
admin  iteration  for  permitting  Rodney  to  fail 
directly  for  the  Weft  Indies  with  a  reinforce- 
ment  of  twelve  fail  of  the  line,  when  he  ihould 
have  been  employed  conjointly  with  Kempen- 
felt, in  preventing  the  arrival  of  fupplies  to  the 
enemy.     Minifters,  however,  wifely  judged  that 
the  important  object  of  gaining  a  decided  pre- 
ponderance in  the  Weft  Indies  by  the  junction 
of  Rodney  and  Hood  was  not  to  be  endangered 
by  the  precarious  purfuit  of  inferior  advantage. 
Rodney  hoped  by  his  early  arrival  at  Barbadoes  19th  Feb. 
to  have  prevented  the  fall  of  St.  Chriftophcr's  ;  Ro.dney's 
but  while  failing  for  the  relief  of  that  illand, 
met  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  who  imparted  the  tidings 
of  its  furrender.  and  the  retreat  of  de  Grade  to 
Martinique. 

After  long  watching  the   motions  of  the  His  pur- 
French  fleet,  in  order  to  prevent  their  junction  luit* 
with  the  Spaniards,  the  Britilh  admirals  fuc- 
ceeded  in  bringing  on  apartial  action  off  Guada-  9th  April, 
loupe;  but,  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  wind,  that 
or.lv  the  van  of  the  Britim  fleet  was  engaged, 
and  the  enemy  was  enabled   to  withdraw  his 
{hips,  and  baffle  all  endeavours  for  renewing  the 
conflict.     Two  of  the  French  ihips,  in  conle- 
quence  of  this  traniient  encounter,  were  obliged 
to  leek  fhelterin  Guadaloupe,  and  after  avigor- 


ous, 


510  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,  ous,  though  for  fome  time  hopelefs  purfuit,  the 
v^JI^,    Britiili  commanders  had  the  good  fortune  to  per- 
178a.     ceive  another  far  to  windward  of  the  main  force, 
uthApr.  rfcpainrrg  her  damages.     On  this  fhip  they  bore 
down,  and  the  exertions  of  de  GraiTe  for  her  pro- 
tection placed  the  two  fquadrons  in  a  fituation 
which   ieemed  to  preclude  the  pofTibility    of 
again  avoiding;  the  conflict.    The  riisrht,  which 
prevented  an  immediate  engagement,  was  pall- 
ed in   anxious  preparation  on  either  fide,  and 
»et!i.         at  half  paft  feven  in  the  morning,  the  aclion  was 
andgion-    beffun      The  two  fleets  met  on  oppofite  tacks, 

ous  victory         *"-*  .  *  *      .    .  . 

overde  and  there  being  little  wind,  the  Britiili  mips 
Graffe.  ranged  flowly  along,  and  clofe  under  the  lee  of 
the  enemy's  line,  delivering  a  tremendous  fire, 
which  the  French  received,  and  returned  with 
the  utmoft  firmnefs.  At  noon  Sir  George 
Rodney,  in  the  Formidable,  having  paffed  the 
Ville  de  Paris,  the  count  de  GrafTe's  fhip,  and 
her  fecond,  fo  clofe  as  to  be  almoft  in  contact, 
and  having  made  a  vifible  impreffion  on  them, 
by  a  quick  and  well  directed  fire,  ftood  athwart 
the  enemy's  line,  between  the  fecond  and  third 
fhips,  aftern  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  followed  and 
nobly  fupported  by  the  Duke,  Namur,  and 
Canada ;  the  reft  of  his  divifion  coming  up  in 
fucceilion.  The  Formidable  wore  round  ;  and 
a  fignat  being  made  for  the  van  divifion  under 
admiral  Drake  to  tack,  the  Britiih  fleet  thus 
gained  the  wind,  and  ftood  upon  the  fame  tack 
with  the  enemy.  By  this  bold  manoeuvre  the 
French  line  was  broken,  feparated,  and  thrown 
into  confufion:  it  decided  the  fate  of  the  day, 
although  it  did  not  end  the  conflict.  The  rear 
of  the  Britiili  fleet  being  becalmed,  did  not  for 
fome  time  get  into    action,   and   at  lail  was 

favoured 
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favoured  only  by  a  (light  breeze.  The  French  chap 
fhips  being  crouded  with  men,  the  carnage  was  *] 
prodigious :  ftill,  however,  they  fought  with 
obftinate  bravery.  Count  de  Grafle  with  his 
own,  and  the  other  fhips  in  the  centre,  with- 
stood till  evening  all  the  efforts  of  the  various 
fhips  that  attacked  him.  At  length  captain 
Cornwallis  of  the  Canada,  a  feventy-four  gun 
fhip,  having  compelled  the  Hector  of  equal 
force  to  ftrike,  left  her  to  be  taken  pofleffion  of 
by  a  frigate ;  and  affailed  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
which  in  two  hours  he  reduced  almoft  to  a 
wreck.  Still  de  Grade  refufed  to  furrender,  till 
towards  funfet.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  in  theBarfleur, 
who  had  hitherto  been  becalmed,  arriving, 
and  pouring  in  a  deftructive  fire,  the  French 
admiral  in  ten  minutes  yielded,  after  con^- 
tinuing  his  exertions  till  only  three  men  were 
left  unhurt  on  the  upper  deck,  of  whom  himfelf 
was  one.  Befides  the  Ville  de  Paris,  the  Hector, 
Cadar,  andGlorieux  of  feventy-four  guns,  and 
Ardent  of  fixty-four,  were  taken,  and  the  Diadem, 
another  feventy-four,  was  funk  by  a  tingle  broad- 
fide  from  the  Formidable.  Night  terminated 
the  engagement,  when  the  Britifh  admiral  col- 
lected his  fleet,  and  took  meafures  for  fecuring 
the  prizes.  Unfortunately  the  Csefar  blew  up 
in  the  night,  owing  to  the  licentious  conduct 
of  the  French  feamen  ;  and  a  lieutenant  and 
fifty  Britiih  failors,  with  about  four  hundred 
prisoners,  perifhed.  The  Ville  de  Paris  was 
freighted  with  thirty-fix  chefls  of  money,  def- 
tined  for  the  pay  and  fubliitence  of  the  troops  in 
the  defigned  attack  on  Jamaica;  and  it  feems 
to  have  been  Angularly  providential,  that  the 
whole  train  of  artillery,  with  the  battering  can- 
non and   travelling  carriages  meant  for  that 

expedition, 
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chap,  expedition,   were  on  board  the  captured  vef- 
iels.  * 

The  lofs  of  men  fuftained  bv  the  Britifh 
fleet,  in  the  actions  of  the  ninth  and  twelfth  of 
April,  amounted  only  to  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-feven  killed,  and  leven  hundred  and  fixty 
wounded ;  while  that  of  the  French  was  com- 
puted at  three  thoufand  flain,  and  more  than 
fix  thoufand  wounded.  The  French  mips  that 
efcaped,  Mere  aim  oft  reduced  to  wrecks.  The 
Britifh  line  confined  of  thirty-fix,  and  the 
French  line  of  thirty-two  fliips  :  but  fix  veifels 
of  Hood's  divifion,  from  the  fcantinefs  of  the 
wind,  never  could  be  brought  into  the  general 
action. 

Four  of  the  mips  which  efcaped  took  re- 
fuse in  the  Dutch  iiland  of  Curacoa;  but 
the  remainder  under  Bougainville  and  Vau- 
dreuil  fteered  for  Cape  Francois.     Sir  Samuel 

19th April.  Hood  afterwards  captured  the  Jafon  and  the 
Caton  of  feventv-four  guns,  and  two  frigates, 
m  the  Mona  paffage,  between  Hifpaniola  and 
Porto  llico.  Rodney  after  an  unfuccefsful 
fearch  for  the  fugitive  enemy,  repaired  to  Ja- 
maica, where  he  was  hailed  with  the  exulta- 
tion and  gratitude  due  to  a  deliverer. 

His  recal.  Ixtelligence  of  this  important  victory 
was  received  in  England,  with  the  utmoft  trans- 
port, and  diminilhed  the  popularity  of  the  new 
administration.  The  public  recollected  with  in- 
dignation their  late  invectives  agaihft  the  fkill 
and  courage  of  Rodney,  and  heard  with  deep 
diifatisfaclion,  that  an  order  was  already  itfued 

x  TheVille  de  Paris  was  the  largeft  (hip  in  the  French  king's 
fervice  :  (he  was  a  prefent  from  the  city  of  Paris  to  Louis  XV  ;  and  no 
expence  v\as  fpared  to  render  the  gift  worthy  both  of  the  city  and  the 
monarch.  Her  building  and  fitting  for  fea  are  faid  to  have  coll  a 
hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  pounds  iterling. 

for 


GEORGE     III.  5 1 3 

for  fuperfeding  him,   and  placing  in  his  ftead  chap. 
admiral  Pio-ott.  xliii. 

Lord  Keppel  moved  in  the  houfe  of  lords    ^"T^T"-^ 
three  refolutions,  thanking  the  commander  in  17th  May. 
chief,  Sir  Samuel   Hood,  admiral  Drake,  corn-  J^nk"ar°d 
modore  Affleck,  Sir  Charles  Douglas,  and  the  honours. 
other  officers  and   commanders   of  the  fleet ; 
and   approving   the    conduct  of   the    feamen, 
marines,    and   troops.       An   altercation   arofe, 
not   from    oppoiition    to   the   motion,    for   in 
that  all  concurred,  but  from  the  eager  defire  of 
the   late  adminiftration,   to  extort   from  their 
fucceffors  higher  encomiums  and  greater  ho- 
nours than  they  were  willing  to  beftow.     Rod- 
ney's  victory  was  extolled  above  that  of  lord 
Hawke  ;  the  report  of  an  intended  peerage  was 
confulered  not  fufficiently  explicit,  his  fervices 
would  be  inadequately   rewarded  with  a  rank 
inferior  to  that  of  vifcount  or  earl,   and  the 
miniftry  were  reproached  for  his  intended  recal. 
On  each   of  thefe  points  many  fharp   retorts 
were  ufed  on  both  fides ;  and  lord  Keppel  evad- 
ed an  avowal  of  the  intention  to  remove  the 
popular  commander,  by  ftatingthat  no  evidence 
of  the  fa6l  exifted,  it  was  a  vague  report,  and 
therefore  improperly  introduced  in  debate. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  Fox  moved  thanks  22I. 
to  Rodnev  alone,  but.  on  the  iusr°;eftion  of  lord 
North,  added  the  flag-officers,  acknowledging, 
with  frank  politenefs,  his  obligation  to  the  ex- 
minifter  for  the  corre&ion,  and  for  his  modera- 
tion in  leaving  the  amendment  to  the  fervants 
of  the  crown.  In  anfwer  to  a  queition  from 
Mr.  Rolle,  he  avowed,  v.  ithout  hefitation  or 
circumlocution,  that  Rodney  was  fuperfeded. 
Mr.  Rolle  founded  on  this  avowal  two  motions,  *0th. 
affirming  and  cenfuring  the  change  of  the  com- 
manders.    Fox  faid,  the  refolution  to  recal  the 

vol.  in.  jl  l  .    admiral 
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chap,  admiral  had  been  adopted  before  the  intelli- 
xliii.     gence  of  the  late  glorious  victory  arrived  ;  his 
J7S2,      conduct  at  St.  Eufratia  had  excited  prejudices, 
and  made  the  planters  his  enemies,    but    his 
newly  acquired  "lorv  was  fufficient  to  balance 
Ills  former  demerits,  and  he  was  willing;  to  burv 
in  obli\yion  all  inquiries,   unlefs  provoked  by 
the   intemperate  zeal  of  the  admiral's  friends. 
Burke  adopted  the  fame  fentiments,  obferving, 
that  if  there  was  a  bald  fpot  on  the  head  of 
Rodnev,  he  had  no  objection  to  cover  it  with 
laurels.     Thefe  applaufes  mixed  with  threats, 
occasioned  fevere  animadversions  in  the  houfe, 
and  were  warmly  refented  by  the  public.     Mr. 
Rolle's  firft  motion  was,  however,  evaded  by 
the  previous  queftion,  and  hisfecond  withdrawn. 
13d  May.    A  monument  was  voted  in  commemoration  of 
captains  Bayne,  Blair,   and  lord  Robert  Man- 
ners, who  were  (lain  in  the  late  actions.     Sir 
George  Rodney  obtained  a  penfion,  and  was 
created   a  baron    of    Great   Britain;    Sir   Sa- 
muel Hood  received  the  fame  rank  in  the  Irifh 
peerage,   and  admiral  Drake  and  commodore 
Affleck  were  made  baronets. 
May.  Meanwhile    the    negotiation    for    peace 

g!eXoPfne.  proceeded  with  difcouraging  tardinefs.  The 
gotiatbn.  French  availed  themfelves  of  the  frank  n  efs  of  the 
Britiih  adminiftration  to  injure  their  characters. 
Prince  Kaunitz  fpoke  with  haughty  indignation 
of  the  contempt  ihewnto  the  mediating  powers 
by  commencing  a  direct  negotiation ;  derided 
the  Britiih  cabinet  for  begging  peace  at  every 
door;  refufed  to  admit  that  France  was  equally 
blameable  for  accepting  as  England  for  mak- 
ing fuch  overtures,  and  exprefied  no  fatisfaction 
at  the  late  glorious  victory. 
4th  June.  If  jealoufy  of  the  naval  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain occalioned  this  indifference,  the  miniftry 

employed 
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employed  the  moft  effectual  means  to  remove  it,    cha  p. 
by  a  prompt  declaration  that  the  event  made    3^!IL 
no  alteration  in  their  defire  for  peace,  or  in  the      1782. 
terms  propoied  as  abatis.     France  however,  ftill 
placing  fanoaiine   reliance  on   exertions  thev 
lnid  prepared  to  make  in  the  Eait  Indies  and 
before  Gibraltar,  fought  to  protract  the  treaty 
by  artifice,  without  precluding  themfelves  from 
the  means  of   advancing   in   it,   mould  their 
hopes  be  fruftrated.     M.  deVergennes  remitted,  2ift  June, 
through  Mr.  Grenville,  a  paper  approving  the 
peace  of  Paris  as  the  balls  of  negotiation,  but 
proposing  fo  many  and  fueh  vague  exceptions, 
relative  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  that  al- 
moft  every  trace  of  that  treaty  was  obliterated. Y 

Be  fore  definitive  irvafurcs  could  be  adopted,  Death  of 
an  event  happened  which  occafioned  a  new  re-  the.  ma.r~ 
volution    in   the   Britiili   cabinet.     The   mar-  Rocking- 
quis  of  Rockingham  had  long  been  in  a  declin-  ham. 
ing  ftate  of  health.     The  debate  on  the  bill  for  3d  June. 
difqualif'ying  revenue  oiliccrs  was  the  lait  in 
which  he  bore  a  part,   and  he  then  declared 
that  a  prevalent  ditbrder2  affected  him  fo  feve- 
rely,  that  he  was  fometimes  not  in  potfeiuon  of 
himfelf.     In  1  els  than  a  month  afterwards  he  iftjuly. 
expired,  and  the  appointment  of  lord  Shelburne 
to  be  his  ilicceffor  as  firft  lord  of  the.  treafury, 
ferved  as  the  fignal  (for  it  was  denied  to  be  the 
caufe,)a  for  the  refignation  of  feveral  confpi- 
cuous  members  of  1  he  Rockingham  party.    The  C]inno.es 
following  changes  were  confequently  made  in  mthe° 
the  miniitry  :    lord  Grantham  and   Mr.  Tho-  miniftlT- 
mas  Towniliend  were  appointed  fecretaries  of 

y  For  ail  the  particulars  relative  to  this  negotiation,  I  have  con- 
futed the  official  correfpondence. 

z  It  acquired  the  name  of  influenza. 

a  See  Debates  in  the  houfes  of  lords  and  commons,  9th,  Toth,  and 
nth  July,  and  5th  December,  1782. 

i.lc  ftate, 
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chap,  ftate,  inftead  of  lord  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox; 
xliii.  the  honourable  William  Pitt,  chancellor  of  the 
^TTsTT'  exchequer,  refigned  by  lord  John  Cavendiih ; 
Richard  Jackfon  and  Edward  James  Elliot,  and 
the  honourable  John  Jefferies  Pratt,  and  John 
Aubrey,  elquires,  obtained  feats  at  the  treafury 
and  admiralty  boards,  vacated  by  lord  Al- 
thorpe  and  Mr.  Frederick  Montagu,  and  lord 
Dungannon  and  Mr.  John  Townfhend  ;  colo- 
nel Barre  was  appointed  paymafter  of  the  forces, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Dundas 
received  colonel  Barre's  fituation  of  treafurer 
of  the  navy.  Sir  George  Yonge  became  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfhend  ;  earl  Temple,  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  by  the  resignation  of  the  duke  of  Port- 
land ;  and  the  honourable  William  Wyndham 
Grenville,  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  an 
office  which  had  been  held  under  the  duke  of 
Portland  by  colonel  Fitzpatrick. 

Thus  a  few  months  of  profperity  diffolved 
in  anger  and  mutual  animoiity,  that  formidable 
phalanx,  which  by  Itrenuous  parliamentary  ex- 
ertion had  ihaken  the  foundation  of  govern- 
ment, rendered  every  exercife  of  royal  preroga- 
tive odious  and  dangerous,  made  the  caufe  of 
infurreclion  popular,  and  taken  the  cabinet  by 
ftortn. 
nth  July.  This  change  made  for  the  prefent  no  altera- 
Proroga-     t*1011  jn  -t]ie  COnduel;  of  affairs,  for  in  a  few  days 

liament! ' "  the  fefiion  of  parliament  was  clofed   by  pro- 
rogation. 
King's  Th  e  king  declared;in  his  fpeech,  that  nothing 

fpeech.  Q0ix\d  be  more  repugnant  to  his  feelings  than 
the  long  continuance  of  fo  complicated  a  war. 
but  fhould  the  want  of  a  correfponding  difpo- 
fition  in  the  enemy,  difappoint  his  hopes  of 
terminating  that  calamity,  he  (hould  frill  rely 
***  on 
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on  the  fpirit,  affection,  and  unanimity  of  his    chap, 
parliament  and  people,  to  fupport  the  honour  of    xliii. 
his  crown  and  interefts  of  the  nation.      "  The    ^T7zTf 
moft  triumphant  career  of  victory,"    he  faid, 
"  would  not  excite  me  to  aim  at   move  than 
fair  and  reafonable  terms  of  pacification,  and  I 
have  the  fatisfaction  to  add,  I  fee  no  reafon  which 
Ihould  induce  me  to  think  of  accepting  lefs," 


U3 
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CHATTER    THE    FORTY-FOURTH: 
177S— 1783. 

Tran  factions  in  America. — Murder  of  Huddy. 
— Recal  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton. — Proceed- 
ings on  the  arrival  of  Sir  Gay  Carleton. — 
Difcufjion  refpecting  captain  Afgill. —  Tranf- 
actions  in  the  JFeJi  Indies. — War  in  India. 
—  Capture  of  French  fettlements. —  Action 
betzveen  Sir  Edward  Vernon  and  Tronjolly. 
— Pondicherry  taken.  —  War  with  the  native 
powers. — Efforts  of  France.  —  Commodore 
Johnft one's  expedition  aga'uift  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  f ruftr  cited ; —  he  takes  Jive 
Dutch  Eaft-Indiamen. —  Dutch  fettlements 
captured.  —  Engagements  between  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes  and  de  Sujfrein.  —  Siege  of 
Cuddalore.  —  Naval  exertions  in  Europe.  — 
Fate  of  Rodney's  prizes.  —  Lofs  of  the  Royal 
George.  —  Progi-efs  of  the  jiege  of  Gibral- 
tar.—  Con  fir  action  of  floating  batteries. — 
Defeat  of  the  allies  in  the  grand  attack. — 
Relief  of  the  gar ri ion  by  lord  Howe. — 
Negotiations  for  peace.  —  Provifwnal  treaty 
with  America.  —  State  of  parties  in  Eng- 
land, 

CHAP.  >-pHE   continent  of  America   no  longer  pre- 

"^lZit  fented  its  accuftomed   portion  of  military 

1781.     intereft:  the  blaze  of  war  which  Mas  firft  kin- 

\\lll\i\~    died,  alio  firft  languifLed  in  the  colonies ;  the 

America,    furrender  of  lord   Cornwallis  having  in  effect 

concluded  the  martial  conteft.     Soon  after  the 

a#ion  at  Eutaws,  colonel  Stewart  retreated  to 

the 
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the  neighbourhood  of  Charleftown,  and  colonel  chap. 
Leflie,  who  was  afterwards  appointed  to  com-    ^^Jj 
mand  in  that  diftriet,  retired  within  the  walls     I78l. 
of  the  capital.     Slight  excurfions  and   trivial 
encounters  alone  marked  the  exigence  of  hos- 
tility ;  the  Britifh  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
all  their  late  extended  porTeffions  in  the  fouthern 
provinces,  except  Charleftown,   Savannah,  and 
a  few  dependent  pofts ;  while  the  enemy,   re- 
aifembling  their  legiflature  at  Jackfonburgh,  nth  Jan. 
d titan t  only  thirty-five  miles  from  the  capital  JJ^ift 
of  South  Carolina,  infulted  the  Britifh  govern-  ,7$a. ' 
ment,  and  iffued  edicts  of  regulation,  reward, 
and  credit,  and  decrees  of  confiscation  againft 
all  friends  of  the  royal  caufe.4 

The  loyalifts  at  New  York  being  filled  with 
alarm  and  indignation  at  the  tenth  article  of 
the  capitulation  of  York  town  ;  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton attempted  to  tranquillize  them  by  circular 
orders  to  the  different  pofts  of  the  army,  direct- 
ing that  the  fame  attention  mould  in  all  cafes 
be  paid  to  the  interefts  and  fecurity  of  Ame- 
rican loyalifts,  as  to  thofe  of  the  king's  troops, 
and  that  no  distinction  or  difcrimination  ihould 
prevail.  This  judicious  order,  which  was  Sub- 
sequently confirmed  by  the  king,  produced  in 
a  great  meafure  the  defired  effect. 

But  when  the  departure  of  de  GrafTe's  fleet  Murder  of 
for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  exertions  of  u  y' 
Clinton,  had  quieted  all  alarms,  the  inveteracy 
between  loyalifts  and  republicans  produced  new 
contentions,  and  threatened  a  mode  of  venge- 
ful hottility  more  dreadful  than  any  which  had 
yet  been  purfued.  The  Americans  had  always 
affected  to  conlider  the  loyalifts  taken  in  arms 
as  traitors,  amenable  to  their  civil  adminiftra- 

»  See  Remembrancer,  Vol.  xiv.  p.  137.  14.0. 

l  l  4  tion. 
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chap.  tion.  Threats  had  fometimes  reftrained  the 
jcliv.  excefs  of  violence,  but  the  Americans  fre- 
J78i.  quently  refufed  quarter  to  loyal ifts,  and  often 
maintained  prifoners  of  that  description  in  a 
different  Hate  of  confinement  from  other  mili- 
tary captives,  loading  them  with  injuries,  de- 
priving them  of  neceffaries,  and  endangering 
their  lives  by  inhumanity.15 

A  Board  of  directors  of  anociated  loyalilrs, 
under  the  prefidency  of  governor  Franklin,  had 
been  long  eftabliihed  at  New  York,  in  veiled 
with  ad  mini  ftrative  powers,  the  right  of  no- 
minating officers,  and  iifuing  regulations  for 
their  guidance  and  government,  fubject  to 
the  ratification  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
They  had  a  priion  for  captives  brought  in 
by  their  parties,  and  the  power  of  exchange 
or  releafe,  but  with  the  exprefs  condition  of 
not  killing  or  mal-treating  their  prifoners  un- 
der pretext  of  retaliation. 

After  the  capitulation  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
many  loyalills  urged  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 
threaten  vengeance  for  injuries  inilicted  on  thole 
who  had  joined  the  royal  ftandard.  The  pru- 
dent commander,  however,  declined  iifuing  a 
proclamation,  the  menaces  of  which  he  was 
not  authorized  to  fulfil,  and  was  deterred,  by 
the  advice  of  the  principal  refugees,  from  efta- 
bliihing  the  civil  government,  which  would 
have  permitted  the  trial  of  captive  continentals 
as  rebels.  But  while  he  was  engaged  in  pro- 
jects of  defence,  and  while  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed by  him  and  general  Waihington,  were 
negotiating  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners, 
Joihua  Huddy,    a   captain  in   the   fervice  of 

*»  Sre  letter  from  the  board  of  Ioyalifts  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated 
New  York,    27th  April,  1783,  in   the  Remembrancer,    Vol.  xiv. 

J».      Jf/o 
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congrefs,    was  taken  by  a  party  of  loyalifts,   chap. 
delivered    with    two    others   to   captain    Lip-     xliv. 
pencott,  one  of  their  body,  for  the  oftenfible      I7g,, 
purpofe  of  being  exchanged,   conducted  into 
the   Jerfeys   by  virtue  of  an  order   from  the 
board  of  loyalifts  at  New  York,  and  there  hung 
on  a  tree,  with  a  label  denoting,  that  his  fate 
was  a  retaliation  for  one  White,  an  alloc iator. 

Clinton,  highly  refenting  this  audacious 
outrage  on  humanity,  and  infult  on  himfelf 
as  commander,  arrelted  Lippencott,  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  a  council  of  war,  order- 
ed him  to  be  tried  for  murder.  The  tranf- 
adion  feemed  to  indicate  a  refolution  in  the 
loyalifts  to  force  meafures  of  revenge,  which 
he  had  refufed  to  fanction,  and  he  anticipated 
the  infults  to  which  he  mould  be  cxpofed  from 
the  refentment  of  the  American  general,  and 
the  danger  of  his  commirrioners,  who  were  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy.  Clinton  foon  received  Slft  SePt# 
from  Washington  an  intemperate  letter,  de- 
manding the  delivery  to  him  of  Lippencott, 
or  fo  many  additional  officers,  as,  in  exchange, 
would  be  equivalent  to  Huddy,  and  threaten- 
ing that  in  cafe  of  failure,  he  would  refort  to 
meafures  of  retaliation.  Clinton  exprefled  fur-  25&. 
prife  and  difpleafure at  this  improper  language; 
he  had  taken  due  meafures  for  bringing  the 
delinquents  to  juftice;  but  would  not  confent 
to  adopt  and  extend  barbarity,  by  facrificing 
innocence,  under  the  notion  of  preventing 
guilt.  If  violations  of  humanity  could  be  jus- 
tified by  example,  thofe  committed  by  Walh- 
ington's  party  exceeded  and  probably  gave  rife 
to  that  in  queftion.  The  board  of  loyalifts,  *7*ApnL 
corroborating  this  aifertion,  ftated  circumftances 
relating  to  the  execution  of  Huddy,  in  which, 
though  Lippencott  had  exceeded  his  authority, 

and 
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and  their  orders,  he  had  merely  adopted  the 
precedent  fhewn  by  the  Americans  in  the  cafe 
of  White.  They  alfo  recited  many  inftances 
in  -which  cruelties  towards  the  loyalifts  had 
only  been  reitrained  by  retaliation. 

W a  shin  g  t 0  n,  however,  was  not  deterred 
from  feizins:  as  deferters  McfTrs.  Hatfield  and 
Badgelcy,  though  protected  by  a  flag  of  truce. 
To  an  application  for  their  liberation,  he  an- 
fwered  that  deferters,  or  characters  whom  crime 
rendered  amenable  to  the  civil  laws,  could  not 
5th  May.  be  protected,  even  under  a  flag.  He  announced 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  designated  a 
Britilh  officer  as  an  object,  of  retaliation  for 
Huddy,  and  that  the  time  and  place  of  his 
execution  were  fixed. c 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  fpared  the  pain 
of  witneiTing  the  progrefs  of  this  tranfaction, 
by  his  recal,  which  was  folicited  by  his  friends, 
and,  after  repeated  refufals,  at  length  granted. 
His  whole  command  had  been  a  fucceffion  of 
difappointments  and  mortifications ;  his  pro- 
jects were  countenanced,  yet  unfupported,  and 
his  fupplies  withheld,  or  iparingly  and  tardily 
fent.  He  fuftained  no  inconfiderable  mare  of 
the  rancour  of  party,  and  was  undefended, 
even  by  thofe  who. from  principle  ought  to  have 
been  his  fupporters.  Yet  he  was  above  the 
weaknefs  of  throwing  himfelf  into  the  arms  of 
faction  for  the  elucidation  of  mifreprefented 
facts.  He  received  from  the  king,  both  through 
his  minifters  and  in  the  clofet,  the  fulleft  ap- 
probation of  his  conduct  and  plans,  and  this 
fatisfaetory  teftimonial  was  the  only  reward  of 
an  arduous  and  fevere  itruggle. 


Recal  of 
Sir  Henry 
Clinton. 


c  See  Remembrancer,  Vol.  xiv.  p.  155,  et  feq. 
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Sir  Guy  Carleton,  the  fuccefTor  of  Clin-    chap. 
ton,    accompanied  the  official  intelligence  of     *^l^j 
his  arrival   with  the  pacific  vote  of  the  houfe  7th  May. 
of  commons,  adding   a  declaration  of  his  in-  [,™c  „en  ~he 
tentions  to   alleviate  as  much  as  poffible  the  arrival  of 
horrors  of  war,  and  requeuing  a  patTport  for  ^,r  9^y 
his  aid  de  camp  to  communicate  with  congrefs     h  M  ' 
at  Philadelphia.     The  anfwer  of  Warning-ton  1782. 
was  ftern  and  even  lavage ;  on   the  affair  of 
Huddy,    he  had    already  expreffed   his    fixed 
refohition,  formed  on  the  moft  mature  delibe- 
ration,  and  from  which  he  would  not  recede, 
lie  refufed  the  pafifport,  and  limited  admiffion 
of  flags  of  truce  to  one  fingle  fpot.     His  con- 
duct was  approved  by  congrefs, e  and  that  body,  Z1&  ^^ 
and  feveral  provincial  legiflatures,  as  if  appre- 
henfive  of  a  fchifm  on  the   fubje6t  of  peace, 
renewed  or  adopted  refolutions  againft  entering 
into  a  feparate  treaty  with  Great  Britain/     Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  however,  laboured   to  procure 
a  ceffation  of  hoftilitics,   and  an  exchange  of 
prifoners,   even  on  terms  advantageous  to  the 
enemy,  and  when  he  was  empowered  to  ftate  2d  Aug. 
the    commencement    of    a  negotiation    with 
France,  his  applications  ceafed  to  be  intirely 
unfuccefsful. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  a  more  unfatisfaclory  Difcuffioni 
fubjeft  of  negotiation   claimed  his   attention,  "fpefting 
The  Britifh  officer  feleeled  by  Washington  as  aS? 
an  expiatory  victim  for  Jofiiua  Huddy,  was 
captain  Afgill,  ion  of  Sir  Charles  Afgill,  a  pri- 
foner  under    the  capitulation  of  York  town, 
and  only  in  his  nineteenth  year.     Againft  the 
barbarous  refohition  of  Wamington,  all  inter- 
ceffion  and  argument  were  unavailing.  Captain 


?  See  Remembrancer,  Vol.  xiv.  p.  144.. 
f  Idem.  p.  14-3.  182. 
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chap.   Afgill  was  however  refcued  from  the  ignomi- 
Z^lZli    nious  fate  of  Andre,   by  the  interceffion  of  the 
queen  of  France,  influenced   by  the  pathetic 
fuppli cations  of  the  captive's  mother.     Wafh- 
ington,  in  obeying  the   order  of  congrefs  to 
liberate  the  prifoncr,  arrogated  to  himfelf  the 
honours  of  humanity,   declaring,  that  in  what- 
ever light  his  agency  might  be  viewed,  he  was 
never  influenced  by  fanguinary  motives,   but 
Mas  now  happy  in  fparing  the  eifufion  of  inno- 
cent blood.3 
Proceed-         After  the  great  victory  of  the  twelfth  of 
ings  in  the  April,  the  war  was  not  vigorously  profecuted 
to*,  in  the  Weft   Indies.     Don  Juan   Manuel    de 

6th  May,    Cagigal,  governor  of  Cuba,  with  three  frigates 
*7S2.      and   hxty  fail  of  tranfports,    conveying   two 
maafaken.  thoufand"  five  hundred    troops,  and  as_  many 
feamen,  fell  fuddcnlv  on  the  Bahama  iflands, 
where  lieutenant-colonel  Maxwell,    the  gover- 
nor,   had   only  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred  and 
sth.  feventy  invalids.     The  conqueft  was  achieved 

without  bloodlhed,  and  the  captor  granted 
liberal  terms  of  capitulation. 
3ift  May.  A  squadron  alio  failed  from  Cape  Francois, 
Deitruc-  confifting  of  a  feventy-four,  and  two  frigates 
tfeifants!1"  °f  thirty-fix  guns,  under  the  command  of  the 
8th,  nth,  fince  celebrated  la  Peroufe,  which  after  encoun- 
*}&'•  tering  great  difficulties,  and  working  a  perilous 

paflage  through   the  ice,  deftroyed  fome  de- 
fencelefs  fettlements  on  Hudfon's,  Hayes's,  and 
Nelfon's  rivers. 
jol  The   Englifli  captured   fome   forts   on   the 

Captures     Mufquito  more  from  the  Spaniards,  and  took 

ErMifli       frOTn   t^ie  Dutch,  Acra,  on  tne  coa^  °f  Africa, 
»5th  Apr.   with  four  other  forts. 

z  See  letters  on  the  fubjeft  in  the  Annual  Regifter,  17S3. — Ap- 
pendix to  the  Chronicle. 

From 
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From  thefe  minute  events  our  attention  is    chap. 
called  to  the  progrefs  of  the  war  in   India,  a     XLiv. 
fubjecl  hitherto  not  narrated,    as  too    remote    ^T^s^ 
from  the  general  fcene  of  military  operations  War  in 
to    involve    in    its    events   any   confequene.es    lldia* 
materially  deciiive  of  the  grand  conteft.  When  Capture  of 
the  delivery  of  the  refcript  by  the  French  em-  French  fa- 
batf'ador,   and  the  evident  determination  of  the 
court  of  France  to  airiit  the  revolted  colonies, 
rendered   hoftilities    certain,     the   Eaft    India 
company  prudently  procured  the  fafety  of  their 
own   fettlements   bv  attacking   thoie    of  the 
enemy.     The  factories  of  Chandernagore,  Ya-  July, 
nam,   Carical,  and  Mafulipatam,   with  feveral 
mips   in   the    Ganges,    and   on   the    coaft   of 
Coromandel,   were  taken  in  the  begfmnine"  of 
the  conteft;  and   ten  thoufand   five  hundred 
troops,of  whom  fifteen  hundred  were  Europeans, 
were  detached   from  Madras,  under  the  com-  Auguft. 
iriand   of    the   brave   and    experienced    major  Siege.of 
Fleclor  Monro,   to  form  the   liege  of  Pondi-  cherry" 
cherrv. 

While  the  operations  were  (lowly  proceed-  Action be- 
ing  by  land,  a  fea   force,    under  Sir   Edward  lween  ^er" 
Vernon,   effected  the  blockade  by  fea,  after  a  Tronjoiiy. 
flight  and  indecifive  engagement  with  M.  de  ioth  Aug. 
Tronjoiiy,  who  commanded  a  French  fquadron 
of  fuperior  ftrength,    but  cautioufly  avoided  a 
clofe  encounter.     The  defence    of  the  fortrefs 
was  ably  and  refolutely  maintained  by  M.  de 
Bellecombe,   governor  of  the  town,    and  com- 
mandant general  of  all  the  French  fettlements 
in  India.     His  garrifon  confided  of  nine  hun- 
dred Europeans,  and  two  thoufand  one  hundred 
natives,  and  his  lofs  in  killed  was  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  the  befiegers.     To  lave  the  town  i6th  oa. 
from  the  horrors  of  a  ftorm,  he  was  obliged  to  Pondicher- 
capitulate,  and  the  victor,  with  humane  lenfi-  ry  c 

bilitv. 
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bility,  granted  terms  in  which  the  military 
pride  and  perfonal  feelings  of  the  garrifon  were 
attentively  conficlered.  The  inhabitants  were 
alfo  allowed  great  and  unufual  privileges,  which 
en  a  fubfequent  occation,  they  did  nothefitate 
ungratefully  to  turn  againft  the  victors. 

The  French  were  always  favoured  by  Hyder 
Ally,  and  the  war  in  which  he  was  en  sniffed 
with  the  Mahrattas,  alone  prevented  him  from 
attempting  to  raife  the  liege  of  Pondicherry, 
In  the  enfuing  year,  the  fettlement  of  Mah6, 
the  laft  poffefuon  of  the  French,  was  captured, 
notwithftandinff  Hyder's  rem  on  ft  ranees,  who 
alleg-ed  that  all  foreigners  holding:  factories 
under  his  dominion,  were  intitled  to  his  pro- 
tection. This  annihilation  of  the  power  of 
France  in  India,  was  peculiarly  aufpicious  at  a 
moment  when  the  Britiih  poiieflions  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moft  imminent  danger  from  a 
conteft  with  the  native  powers.  It  is  not 
intended  at  this  period,  to  recount  the  caufes 
and  progrefs  of  hostilities,  but  only  to  obferve, 
that  through  a  combination  of  Hyder  Ally, 
with  the  Mahrattas  and  other  native  poten- 
tates, a  general  fcheme  was  formed  for  the 
utter  expulfion  of  the  Britiih  from  India.  The 
French,  not  unmindful  of  the  riling  ftorm,  fent 
great  reinforcements  to  their  fettlements  in 
Africa,  hoping  to  co-operate  with  the  powers 
of  India  againft;  the  Englilh  ;  and  Hyder  Ally, 
relying  on  their  affifiance,  and  an  immenfe 
army  which  he  had  collected,  commenced  war 
in  the  Carnatic,  and  though  difappointed  in 
the  expected  co-operation,  the  treachery  of 
the  favoured  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry,  ren- 
dered fome  fervice  to  his  caufe,  by  diftra&ing 
the  attention  and  dividing  the  efforts  of  the 
Britiih  government. 

The 
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The  war  with  Holland  gave  a  more  aclive   chap. 
impulfe  to  European  hoftility.     A  fecret  ex-     XLIV; 
pedition  was  equipped,  the  fleet   being  com-  ^   1781. 
manded   by  commodore   Johnftone,   the   land  )Jrn'wjth 

1  1  i  1        r-y  "Oiland- 

forces  by  general  Meadows,  to  reduce  the  Cape  secret  ex- 
of  Good  Hope.      France  detached  a  portion  of  peduion. 
de   Grafle's   fleet,    under   M.   de   Suffrein,    to 
counteract  this   euterprize,  and    reinforce  the 
naval  eftablifhment  in  India.     While  commo-  i^thApr. 
dore  Johnftone  was   victualling  and  watering  Commo- 
at  Port  Praya  in   the   Cape  de  Verd  i (lands,  Hone  at-"" 
belonging  to  Portugal,    he   was  fuddenly  at-  tacked  by 
tacked  by  the  French.     This  act  of  treachery  deSutfrein- 
did  not  produce  the  expected  effect;  the  Eng- 
lish,   though  unexpectedly  affailed,   combated 
with  charactcriitic  fpirit,    and   compelled   the 
enemy  to  retire  with  difgrace  and  dilappoint- 
ment.     They  gained,  however,  the  advantage 
of  fecuring  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

By  the  accidental  capture  of  a  Dutch  Eaft  J?ne- 
Indiaman,    the    commodore  acquired    intelii-  Eaft  indi- 
gence that  five  valuable  fhips  were  lying  in  Sal-  men  taken. 
danha  Bay.     On  his  approach,  they  were  fet  on  July. 
fire,  but  the  flames  being  extinguiihed,  four  were 
taken,  and  the  Middleburgh  alone  deitroyed. 

An    expedition    haftily   formed    from    Fort  Auguft. 
Marlborough,    on  the   coaft  of  Sumatra,    re-  NesaP;*tara 
duced  all  the  Dutch  fettlements  on  that  illand  ;  places 
Negapatam,  in  the  Tanjore  country,  was  taken  taken« 
after  an   active   liege  by  Sir    Hector   Monro;  Jj2i^£'to 
and,  early  in  the   enfuirig   year,    Sir  Edward  jan.  I7s2". 
Hughes,  withafmall  detachment  of  fepoys  and 
artillery  men,  ftormed  the  fort  of  Trincomale, 
on  the  illand  of  Ceylon. 

The  arrival  of  de  Suffrein,  and  the  indefa-  Anivalof 
tigable  exertions  of  the  French,  in  fending  out  the^ngliih 
reinforcements  to   their    African  fettlements,   qu3 
afforded  nattering  hopes  of  crufhing  the  Britiih 

power. 


518  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


o 


chap,    power.      On  the  return  of  commodore  John- 

i^^J    ftone  to  Europe,   his  fquadron  was  committed 

1782.      to  Captain  Alms,  when  a  temped  feparated  and 

difabled  feveral  of  the  mips,  and  the  Hannibal, 

of  fifty  guns,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  remainder,  confifling  of  the  Hero  of  fe- 

venty-four,  the  Monmouth  of  fixty-four,  and 

3th  Feb.      the  Ifis  of  fifty  guns,  joined  Sir  Edward  Hughes 

sfrEdward  m  tne*  °Pen  roa(l  °f  Madras.  M.  de  Sufi-rein, 
Hughes  unappfized  of  their  arrival,  bore  down  to  at- 
takesfix     taGk  the  Enolifh  fleet,  with  twelve  fail  of  the 

tranipoits.  .    »  '      .    .. 

line,  fix  frigates,    and  eight  large  tranlports, 

but  perceiving  their  augmented  force,  flood  out 

16th  Feb.    to  fea,  and  the  Englifli  admiral  recaptured  five 

Engiifh,    and    took   the   Laurifton,    a  French 

traniport   of  thirteen  hundred   tons    burthen, 

with  a  train  of  artillery,  and  a  large  quantity 

of  military  ftores,  thus  by  one  fortunate  ftroke, 

rendering  abortive  all  the  projects  for  affiftirig 

Hyder  Ally, 

Hisfirften--       The  efforts  of  de   Suftrein   to  protect  his 

Sithde1^    convoy>    produced  an  engagement  which  was 

Suffrein.      diftinguifhed  only  by  the  gallantry  with  which 

five  Englifli  mips,  feparated  from  the  reft  by 

the  weather,  repelled  the  attack  of  the  whole 

fleet.     After  repairing  his  damaged  velVels,  and 

being  reinforced   by  two  more  from  England, 

12th  Apr.    Sir  Edward   Hughes    again   encountered    the 

"i'iecond  French  admiral,  on  the  fame  day  that  Rodney 

ment.         gained  unfading  laurels   in  the  Weft-Indies. 

This  conflict  was  equally  honourable,  though 

3efs  decifive,  no  fhip  being  captured  on  either 

fide,  though  both  fleets  were  compelled  to  put 

into  port  for  repairs. 

Their  ef.         Although  thefe  engagements  produced  no 

fefts.         acceffion  to  the  force  of  either  party  at  fea, 

they  contributed  to  make  Hyder  Ally  defirous 

of  peace,  as  his  patience  was  eshaufted   by 

awaiting 
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awaitjng  the  delufive  promifcs  of  France,  and   chap. 
his  notions  of  Britifh  fuperiority  greatly  en-     xliv. 
hanced  by  the  difplay  of  valour  and  fkill  in      1782. 
fuch  difproportioned  encounters.     The  French 
(trained  every  nerve  to  efface  thefe  impreffions, 
by  ftrengthening  their  force  at  Cuddalore,  on 
the  coalt  of  Coromandel,  while  the  fleet,  re- 
paired, re-vichialled,  newly  manned,  and  aug- 
mented,   as;ain   challenged   the    Britifh   com- 
mander  to  an  encounter.     Sir  Edward  Hughes,  6th  July, 
though  inferior  in  numbers,  did  not  decline  the  Thirden- 
engagement,   which  was,  for  the  firft  time,  ge- 
neral, and  a  complete  victory  was  almoft  gained, 
when  a  hidden  fquall  faved  the  defeated  enemy, 
and   enabled  them   to   effect   a  retreat.     The 
Severe,  a  French  fixty-four,   had    ftruck   her 
colours  to  the  Sultan,  but  taking  advantage  of 
the  change  in  the  wind,  treacheroufly  fired  a 
broad  fide  into   the  Englifh  mip,  and  rejoined 
the  French  fleet  without  colours  flying.     This 
violation  of  the  laws  of  war  was  feebly  vindi- 
cated by  de  Suffrein,  and  fubfequently  by  the 
French  government. 

Both  fleets  were  again  reinforced,  and  the  Auguft. 
French  retaining  a  conhderable  fuperiority,  re-  Trinco- 
captured   Trincomale.      Sir   Edward   Hughes  Spturei 
made  great  exertions  for  the  relief  of  the  for- 
trefs,  but  arrived  too  late ;  he  fought,  however, 
another  engagement  with  the  French  admiral ;  3d  Sept. 
the  fuperior  fkill  of  the  Britifh  fleet  more  than  Fourth  en- 
counterpoifed  the  difference  of  force;  the  ac-  gasement* 
tion  was    unufually  bloody,   and   de   Suffrein 
again  owed  his  fafety  to  flight ;  he  broke  fix 
of  his  captains,    and  fent  them  prifoners   to 
Mauritius. 

No  further  tranfaclion  of  moment  occurred  siege  of 
between  the  European  powers   during  the  re-  Cuddalore. 
mainder  of  the  year,  and  their  next  campaign 
vol.  in.  M  m  was 
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was  chiefly  employed  in  the  liege  of  Cudda- 
lore,  which  was  valiantly  defended  by  the- 
marquis  de  Bully,  and  auailed  with  great  Ik  ill 
and  valour  by  general  Stuart.  The  Englifh. 
fleet  was  at  this  time  reduced  to  a  miferable 
condition  by  the  fciirvy,  but  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  did  not  decline  a  iifth  and  laft  encoun- 
ter with  his  old  antagonist,  it  was  fought  at 
a  great  diftance,  and,  like  the  preceding,  ter- 
minated without  a  capture.11 

The  united  enemies  of  Great  Britain  threat- 
ened, by  a  combination  of  their  marine  forces 
in  Europe,  to  ruin  commerce  and  defolate  the 
country.  But  thefe  menaces,  however  loudly 
founded,  were  rendered  abortive  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  valour  difplayed  by  the  Englifli  na- 
val commanders,  in  preventing  the  junction  of 
thehoftile  fquadrons.  Admiral  Barrington,  hav- 
ing failed  from  Portsmouth  with  twelve  mips 
of  the  line,  met  the  French  fleet  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  Ufhant,  commenced  a  chafe,  and 
took  twelve  tranfports,  with  a  great  number  of 
troops.  Captain  Jarvis,  now  earl  St.  Vincent, 
in  the  Frmdroyant,  of  feventy-four  guns,  en- 
countered le  Pegafe,  of  equal  force,  and  after  a 
fpirited  though  ihort  engagement,  compelled 
her  to  ftrike.  The  moft  remarkable  cirenm- 
Jtance  of  the  action  was  the  difparity  of  lofs ; 
the  French  having  more  than  eighty  men  killed, 
while  the  Foudroyant  had  only  three  or  four 
wounded,  and  not  one  (lain.  The  prize,  re- 
duced to  a  mere  wreck,  was  committed  to  the 
charge  of  captain  Maitland,  of  the  Queen, 
who,  in  conducting  her  to  England,  captured 
the  Aclionnaire,  a  fixty-four,  but  armed  en  flute; 

h  For  thefe  transitions,  I  have  confulted  the  Gazettes,  narra- 
tivei  of  officers,  and  memoirs  of  the  war  in  Alia. 

*  conveying* 
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conveying  a  great  quantity  of  naval  and  ord- 
nance ftores,  and  feveral  chefts  of  money. 
Captain  Jarvis  was  rewarded  with  the  Order 
of  the  Bath. 

Barrington  being  obliged  by  ftrefs  of 
weather  to  return  to  port,  admiral  Kempenfelt, 
with  nine  fail  of  the  line,  repaired  to  the  ftation 
he  had  quitted,  while  lord  Howe,  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  twelve  fail,  terrified  the  Dutch  into  a 
relinquishment  of  their  defigns  on  the  Baltic 
and  northern  trade  of  Great  Britain. 

Meanwhile,  de  Guichen  had  formed  a 
junction  at  Cadiz  with  the  Spaniih  fleet,  under 
Don  Louis  de  Cordova;  their  united  fquadron, 
amounting  to  twenty-five  fail  of  the  line,  occu- 
pied the  chops  of  the  Channel,  having  in  their 
cruize  captured  eighteen  velTels  of  the  outward- 
bound  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  fleets  :  But 
lord  Howe  beiug  returned  from  his  expedition 
againft  the  Dutch,  accomplimed,  with  only 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  the  arduous  tafk  of  pro- 
tecting the  homeward-bound  Jamaica  trade; 
and  thus  an  inferior  naval  force  baffled  all  the 
projects  of  lb  mighty  a  combination. 

But  what  the  enemy  could  not  effeel;  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  Britifh  marine,  the  ele- 
ments in  their  unfparing  fury  accomplimed. 
Some  of  the  great  prizes  made  by  Rodney  and 
Hood  on  the  glorious  twelfth  and  nineteenth 
of  April,  were  difpatched  with  Englifh  mips  to 
convoy  the  homeward-bound  trade.  On  this 
fleet,  fell  the  fevereft  rigours  of  one  of  the 
moft  tempeftuous  fummers  ever  experienced. 
TheVille.de  Paris,  Centaur,  Glorieux,  Heclor, 
and  Ramillies,  foundered  under  different  cir- 
cumftances,  and  the  merchant  veflels  fuftained 
a  proportionate  damage.  The  horror  of  thefe 
misfortunes  was  aggravated  by  an  accident  at 

m  m  2  home, 
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chap,  home,    which  roufed    the    fympathies  of   the 

C^-^J    nation  by  a  rcfiftiefs  appe.il.     Lord  Howe,  re* 
17%Z'      turning  from  his  well-conducted  cruize  ao-ainft 
the  united  fleets,  urged  with  the  utmoft  cele- 
rity the  equipment  of  a  fquadron  for  the  relief 

i3th  Aug.  of  Gibraltar.  The  Royal  George,  of  a  hundred 
and  eight  guns,  one  of  the  ihips  deftined  for  this 
fervice,  was  placed  in  an  inclined  pofition  for 
the  purpofe  of  flopping  a  leak,  when  a  fudden 
fquall  of  Avind  intirely  overfet  her,  and  buried 
in  the  ocean  the  brave  veteran,  admiral  Kem- 
penfclt,  and  nearly  a  thoufand  failors,  marines, 
vomen,  and  children.  A  victualler  which  lay 
alongside,  was  fwallowed  up  in  the  vortex 
occalioned  by  the  iubmerfion  of  fo  large  a 
body,  and  it  was  fome  time  ere  the  fmall  craft 
could  be  employed  in  afiifting  thofe  who  ef- 
caped  the  general  calamity.  Not  more  than 
three  hundred  were  faved,  and  the  national 
humanity  was  honourably  difplayed  by  an  am- 
ple mbfcription  for  the  relatives  of  thofe  who 
peri  flied. 

This  accident  did  not,  however,  impede  the 

preparations    for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  the 

fiege  of  which  engaged  the  attention   of  ail 

Europe. 

I?gl#  For  fome  days  after  the  defrruclion  of  their 

Progrefs     works,  by  the  well-judged  fortie  in  1781,  the 

*f  GibS-  ^Paniar^s  did  not  even  attempt  to  extinguiih 
iar.  the  fmoaking  ruins,    but  feemed  ftupified   by 

furprife.  Recovering,  however,  from  their  con- 
iternation,  they  laboured  with  increafmg  afli- 
duity,  and  again  conftrueled  very  formidable 
approaches.  The  bombardment  continued  with 
various  degrees  of  vigour,  and  was  anfwered 
by    correfponding  efforts  from   the    garrifon. 

*'P!~%r      **ut  a*'tcr  *^e  caP^ure  °?  Minorca,  the  due  de 

DeCniion  CriKon, .  with   twenty    thoufand   French   and 

ciiwmar^,  Spanifh 
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Spaniih  troops,  joined  the  bcfiegers,  and  affiimed  chap. 
the  command.     The  garriibn  received  infor-   ^l^J 
mation  of  theie  circumitances,  and  of  the  in-      *7**« 
tention  of  the  enemy  to  make  their  principal 
attack  by  fea,  with  battering  mips  of  a  new 
conitruction,  calculated  to  refill  the  effect  of 
fhells,  and  even  of  red-hot  cannon  balls.     Thev 
difplayed   no  alarm  at  thefe  tidings,  nor  at  the 
view  of  the  formidable  preparations  in  the  port 
of  Algeziras ;  confidence  and  alacrity  generally 
prevailed,   and    the  privates  even  volunteered 
extra  fervices  to  allilt  the  artillery  corps.     In 
the  adverfe  camp,  fear  and  diitruft  were  dif- 
fufed,  deluiive  aflurances,  encouraging  promises, 
threats  and  punilhments,    were  infufheient  to 
deter  large  parties  from  defertion  into  the  coun- 
try,  and   individuals   into  the   garriibn.     The 
vigilance  and  judgment   of    Elliot  pervaded 
every  part  of  his  command,  and  the  confidence 
of  thole  under  him  rofe  in  proportion ;  they  fuf-  June 
tained  with  unfhaken  intrepidity   the  tremen- 
dous and  now  unceafmo-  cannonade,  ret  urn  in  o- 
a  well  directed  lire,  which  often  deftroyed   the 
artillery,  and  demoliihea  iome  works  of  the 
bcfiegers. 

The    due   de   Crillon   had   formerly    com- Conftruc- 
manded  in  the  Spaniih  lines  before  Gibraltar,  jj0"0' 
and   was  perfectly   acquainted   with  the   ftate  batteries, 
of  the  garriibn;  his  operations  were  aflilted  by 
M.  d'Arcon,  an  able  engineer,  and  Don  Juan  de 
Moreno   conducted  the  fleet.     The   battering 
mips,  invented  by   d'Arcon,  were  vaunted  as 
impregnable  and   incombuftible.     They   were 
fortified  to  the  thicknefs  of  fix  or  feven  feet 
on  the  larboard  fide,  with  great  timbers  bolted 
with  iron,    cork,   junk,   and  raw  hides;  they 
carried  guns  of  heavy  metal,  and  were  bomb 
proof  at  the  top,  the  roof  being  conftrucled 
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c  h  A.P.  with  a  defcent  for  the  fhells  to  Hide  off,  termed, 
in  military  phrafe,  a  dos  d'ane.     Ten  of  thefe 
formidable  floating  towers  the  enemy  defigned 
to  moor  within  half  gun-mot  of  the  walls  with 
iron-chains,  while  large  boats,   with   mantlets 
formed  with  hinges  to  fall  down  and  facilitate 
landing,  were  to  be  placed  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
full  of  troops,  to  take  advantage  of  occurrences. 
Forty    thoufand    men    were  to   be   placed    in 
the  camp,  but  the  principal  attack  was  to  be 
made  by  fea,  and  covered   by  a  fquadron  of 
men  of  war,  with  bomb-ketches,  floating  batte- 
ries, gun  and   mortar  boats.     Such  were   the  . 
preparations  in  which  the  enemy  fondly  relied, 
and  which  they  loudly  boafted  were  iurhcient 
to  beat  the  fortifications  to  powder. 
-    For  fome  time  after  the  floating  batteries 
were  complete,  the  grand  aifault  was  deferred, 
the  interval  being  employed  in  preparing  and 
making  additions  to  the  approaches  by  land. 
Elliot  Mas  with  equal  activity  engaged  in  the 
means  of  defence,  among  the  molt  confpicuous 
of  which  was  a  copious  diftribution  of  furnaces 
and  grates,  for  heating  cannon  balls.1     He  had 
a  few  days  before  the  decifive  aifault,  apleafmg 
prefage  of  their  general  effect,  by  burning  one 
of  the  moft  prominent  and  bell;  defended  works 
of  the  befiegers. 

This  event  precipitated  the  grand  attack ; 
the  due  de  Crillon,  alarmed  for  the  fate  of  the 
remaining  works,  opened  his  batteries  in  an 
Utifinifhed  ftate,  and  maintained  an  incelfant 
cannonade  from  a  hundred  and  feventy  pieces 
of  ordnance,  of  the  largeft  calibre.     The  mips 


Prepara- 
tions for 
defence. 


8  th  Sept. 


9th  and 
10th. 

Attack  by 
land. 


'  In  juftice  to  Sir  Robert  Boyd,  it  fhould  be  commemorated, that 
the  plan  of  deftroying  the  battering  veflels  by  red-hot  (hot,  origi, 
nated  with  him, 

Of 
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of  war,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  alfo  annoyed  the    chap. 
garrifon    and  the  town.     In  the  {pace  of  two    ^J^v 
days,  five  thouiand  live  hundred  and  twenty-      *78*- 
feven  fhot,  and   two  thouiand  three  hundred 
and  two  ihells,  were  expended  from  the  land 
batteries  alone,  to  which  the  garrifon  returned 
only  a  few  rounds,  againft  working  parties  em- 
ployed in  repairs. 

The   next  o.iiy  produced  a  ftill  more  vigo-  nth  and 
rous  difcharge,  and  on   the   eniuing  morning,  12th  SePt% 
the  garrifon   beheld    the    combined  fleets    of 
France   and  Spain,   anchored  in  the.  Bay  be- 
tween the  Orano-e  Grove  and  Al<reziras. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  oftentatioufly  Naval 
paraded  before  the  eyes  of  the  garrifon,  as  if  foiceCifthe 

;  ,     .  •',     .  .D        ,  enemy. 

intended  to  unnerve  their  exertions  by  terror, 
and  an  armament  more  calculated  to  produce 
that  effect,  was  never  perhaps  drawn  forth. 
Forty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  ten  invincible  bat- 
tering mips,  carrying  two  hundred  and  twelve 
guns,  numerous  frigates,  xebeques,  bomb- 
ketches,  cutters,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  with 
fmaller  craft  for  the  purpofe  of  difembarkation, 
were  affembled  in  the  Bay.  On  the  land  fide  Land 
were  ftupendous  batteries  and  works,  mounting  *01ce- 
two  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  ami 
protected  by  an  army  of  forty  thouiand  men, 
commanded  bv  a  victorious  and  active  general, 
and  animated  by  the  prefence  of  two  princes 
of  the  blood,  a  number  of  officers  of  the  firft 
diftinction,  and  the  general  expectation  of  the 
world. 

To  this  prodigious  force  was  oppofed,  agar-  Force  of 
rifon  of  feven  thoufand  effective  men,  includ-  thcgain- 
ing  the  marine  brigade,  with  only  eighty  can- 
non,  feven   mortars,  and    nine   howitzers.     A 
prevalent  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  ftation, 
and  the  glory  which  would  redound  from  the 
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defeat  of  fo  powerful  a  foe,  raifed  entlmfiaftic 
ardour;  and  the  encouragement  the  enemy 
might  derive  from  acling  under  the  eyes  of  the 
offspring 


13th  Sept. 

Grand 

attack. 


of  their  love  reigns,   was 


more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  affection  which  the 
garrifon  felt  towards  thofe  officers,  who  had  fo 
long  fhared  with  them  every  hardfhip,  toil,  and 
privation,  and  whofe  affability,  moderation, 
and  juftice,  made  all  confider  themfelves  a 
family,  a  "  band  of  brothers."  They  anti- 
cipated with  animated  confidence  the  "arrival 
of  that  day  which  would  relieve  them  from 
the  tedious  cruelty  of  a  blockade. 

Having  made  requifite  preparations  for  re- 
fiftance,  Elliot  fuffered  the  battering  mips  to 
range  themfelves  in  order,  the  neareft  nine 
hundred,  the  moft  remote  about  twelve  hundred 
yards  from  the  walls.  At  three  quarters  after 
nine  o'clock,  the  cannonade  commenced  ;  the 
enemy  were  completely  moored  in  lefs  than 
ten  minutes,  and  the  fpectators  who  crowded 
the  neighbouring  hills,  u'itneffed  a  continued 
difcharge  on  the  garrifon  from  four  hundred 
pieces  of  the  heavieft  artillery. k  The  battering 
ihips  were  found  to  be  not  lefs  formidable  than 
they  were  reprefented.  Againft  them,  the  gar- 
rifon directed  their  whole  exertion,  regardleis  of 
annoyance  from  the  land  batteries,"  but  they 
obferved  with  aftoniihment  that  the  heavieit 
ihells  rebounded  from  their  tops,  while  thirty- 
two  pound  mot  made  no  viiible  impreffion 
on  their  hulls  :  a  momentary  fire  was  always 
cxtinguifhed  by  the  application  of  water.  The 
difappointment  of  their  firft  exertions  only 
Simulated  the  garrifon  to  greater  vigour ;  incei- 


k  The  garrifon  afterwards  learned  with  fatisfaclion  that  at  this 
crifis  the  Moors  at  Tangier  repaired  to  their  mofqnes  and  offered  up 
fervent  Triplications  for  the  deliverance  of  their  old  allies. 

fant 
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fant  mowers  of  red-hot  balls ;  carcaffes,  and  ihells  chap 
flew  from  all  quarters  ;  the  mails  of  feveral  fliips     xliv.  . 
were  lhot  away,  and  in  the  afternoon,  the  float-    \7o~^J' 
nig  batteries  began  to  exhibit  fymptoms  that 
the  (kill  difplayed  in  their  conftruction  could 
not  with  (land  the  furious  cannonade- to  which 
they  were  expofed.     The  confufion  on  board 
the  admiral's  battering  {hip  and  her  feeond,  and 
the  increaiing  fmoke,  demonltrated  that  com- 
buftion  raged  unfubducd  ;  in  the  evening  their 
firing  was  considerably  abated,  and  before  eight 
o'clock  it  had  intirely  ceafed,  except  from  the 
two  remotcft  floating  batteries,  which  had  fuf- 
tained  and  could  effect  the  leaft  injury. 

During  the  night,  the  cannonade  from  the  Dcfiruo 
garrifon  was  alio  abated,  from  the  necefiity  of  jjon.oftJlB 
allowing  repofe  to  the  wearied  artillery-men,  bameues. 
and  the  impoffibilitv  of  directing:  the  ffuns 
with  certain  effect.  This  interval  was  rendered 
awful  by  the  fignals  of  diftrefs  thrown  up  from 
the  Spaniih  fleet,  and  the  indiftinct  clamour, 
the  lamentable  Cries,  and  agonizing  groans 
which  proceeded  from  every  quarter.  A  little 
before  midnight  a  wreck  with  twelve  men,  the 
furvivors  out  of  threefcore,  floating  in,  apprized 
the  garrifon  that  they  had  gained  fome  advan- 
tage, but  at  one  o'clock  they  law  with  joy  the 
effect  of  their  perfeverance,  and  the  termination 
of  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  in  the  flames  which 
burft  at  once  from  every  part  of  the  admiral's 
battering  fliip,  while  another  to  the  fouthward 
burnt  as  fatally,  though  with  lefs  fury. 

Tin;  light  of  the  conflagration  enabled  the  t 4th  Sept. 
garrifon  to  direct  their  artillery   with  unerring1  Humane 

.     .i  ,  ,.        ,.     . J     r  .       o   exertions 

aim,   and    the   calmnefs  of  the   fea  permitted  of  captain 
captain  Curtis,1  with  his  gun  boats,  to  flank  Cuitis« 

'  He  received  the  occafional  rank  of  brigadier. 

the 
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chap,  the  battering  lliips,  and  intercept  affiftance.  At 
^^j  tour  o'clock,  fix  other  floating  batteries  were 
1782.  in  flames  ;  all  hope  of  affifting  the  Tailors  was 
abandoned  by  the  enemv,  but  Britifh  humanity 
was  glorioufly  exercifed  in  this  tremendous 
crifis.  Captain  Curtis,  with  the  marine  bri- 
gade, actively  feconded  by  captain  Sir  Charles 
Knowles  of  the  navy,  was  indefatigable  in  his 
efforts  to  relcuc  the  mifetable  wretches,  no 
longer  confidered  as  foes,  from  the  difmal  alter- 
native of  meeting  death  in  flames,  or  in  the 
waves.  The  gallant  Curtis  exerted  his  pious 
bravery  till  the  explofion  of  a  floating  battery 
imminently  endangered  his  own  life  and  thole 
of  his  followers,  and  he  gained  the  immortal 
glory  of  refcuing  from  the  grafp  of  death 
three  hundred  and  forty-five  of  his  fellow 
creatures. 

The  deftrucfion  of  eight  battering  ihips  re- 
moved every  alarm  from  the  garrifon,  and 
hopes  were  entertained  of  favingthe  two  which 
remained  as  trophies,  but  one  fuddenly  burlt 
into  flames  and  blew  up,  and  after  a  furvey,  it 
was  found  neceiTary  to  burn  the  other. m  The 
lots  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  prifoners,  was 
calculated  at  two  thoufand,  while  the  garrifon, 
in  fo  furious  an  attack,  had  only  one  officer, 
two  fubalterns,  and  thirteen  privates  killed,  and 
live  officers  and  fixty-threc  privates  wounded. 
The  damage  fnftained  by  the  fortrefs  itfelf  was 
fo  fmall,  that  the  whole  fea  line  was  put  in  fer- 
viceable  order  before  night. 
Public  The  failure  of  this  unparalleled  attack  drew 

honours  to         faQfe  wno  na(j  fo  confidently  vaunted  of 

■the  gain-  * 

m  The  deftruftion  of  thefe  battering  /hips  has  been  imputed  to  the 
fhicknei's  of  the  timber;  the  red-hot  balls  lodged  in  the  fides,  and  it  was 
impoflible  to  get  at,  remove,  or  quench  them.  If  the  fides  of  the  fliips 
had  been  of  the  ordinary  thicknefs,  and  the  red-hot  fliot  had  pafled 
through,  they  might  not  have  been  burnt. 
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certain  fuccefs,  the  ridicule  of  their  own  conn-  chap. 
trymen,  as  well  as  of  all  foreign  nations,  while  vj^^- 
the  applaufe  of  Elliot  and  his  brave  aflbeiates      1782. 
was  univerfally  celebrated  in  a  tone  fo  full  and 
clear,  as  to  iilence   even  envy  and  detraction. 
The  officers  and  privates  of  the  garrifon  were  12th  and 
gratified  wi th  the  thanks  of  parliament;  general  *3th  Dec* 
Elliot  received  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  with  which 
he  was  inverted  by  deputation  on  the  fpot  which 
he  had  preferved,  and  dignified  by  his  conduct 
and  prowefs.     He  was  afterwards  raifed  to  the 
peerage  by  the  title  of  baron  Heathfield,  en- 
riched with  apenfion  granted  by  parliament,  and 
his  paternal  arms  were  enlarged  by  adding thofe 
of  the  fortrefs  he  had  fo  ably  defended. 

Two    days  only  before   the  grand    attack,   nth  Sept. 
lord  Howe  failed  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,   LordHowe 
with  thirty-four  ihips  of  the  line  and  fome  fri- 
gates.    On  his  arrival,  a  tremendous  hurricane 
difperfed  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  drove  on  more, 
under  the  guns  of  Gibraltar,  the  St.  Michael 
of  feventy-fourguns,  while  the  Britiih  fquadron 
weathered  the  ftorm  uninjured.  The  next  morn-  1  «th. 
ing  they  entered  the  flraights  in  line  of  battle, 
and  landed  their  ftores  with  fifteen  hundred 
barrels  of  gunpowder,     The  enemy,  with  fixty- 
four  fail,  of  which  forty-two  were  of  the  line, 
kept  in  fight  of  the  Britifii  fleet  for  fome  days, 
but  though  they  always  had  the   option,    no 
fuperiority  of  ftrength  or  advantage  of  wind 
could  tempt  them  to  hazard  more  than  a  partial 
action,  and  the  grand  fleet  returned  lately  and 
profperoufly. 

The  further  profecution  of  the  fiege  affords 
no  circumstance  worthy  of  particular  notice.0 


relieves 
Gibraltar* 

10th  oa. 


n  From  Di  inkwatcr  and  the  Gazettes. 
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chap.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  had  great 
xliv.  influence  on  the  negotiations  for  peace.  On 
,732.  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends,  Mr. 
Negotia.  Grenville  quitted  Paris,  and  the  new  cabinet 
pCTce.f°r  appointed  Mr.  Fitzherbert  in  his  ftead.  The 
June.  French  miniitry  ftill  temporizing,  delivered  only 
vague  and  inexplicable  propofals,  and  their 
agents  infiduoufly  excited  the  pride  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  imperial  courts,  on  the  fuppofed 
contempt  which  Great  Britain  had  Shewn  to- 
wards their  mediation.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer,  however,  the  failure  of  the  attempts 
againft  the  profperity  of  England  in  India  be- 
came apparent.  The  emprefs  of  RuvTia  was 
conciliated  by  reafons  affigned  for  the  anfwer 
to  the  insinuation  verbale;  her  ambition  pointed 
in  a  direction  remote  from  the  quarrels  between 
September.  Great  Britain  and  the  confederate  powers;  and 
before  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  France  began  to 
conduct  the  negotiation  in  a  manner  which  pro- 
mifed  a  favourable  conclufion.  Her  terms, 
though  too  lofty  for  admiffion,  were  clear  and 
definitive,  and  after  the  failure  at  Gibraltar, 
She  was  earned  in  perfuading  Spain  to  renounce 
all  hopes  of  obtaining  that  fortrefs  by  treaty. 
The  French  government  observed,  during  the 
progrefs  of  the  treaty,  a  cautious  fecrecy  ; 
their  own  embafTadors,  and  even  thofe  of  the 
molt  friendly  courts,  were  excluded  from  all 
information. 
-zdNov.  The  fir  ft  authentic  intelligence  published  on 
the  fubjeet,  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  the 
fecretary  of  State  to  the  lord  mayor  of  London, 
in  which,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  mif- 
chiefs  occasioned  by  fpeculations  in  tbe  funds, 
he  announced  that  the  negotiations  promised 
a  dceiuve  conclusion,   either  for  peace  or  war. 

and 
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and  that  parliament  would  on  that  account  be 
porogued  from  the  twenty-fixth  of  November, 
the  intended   day  of  meeting,  to  the  fifth  of     ,7g2. 
December. 

Even  at  this  period,  minifters  could  not  form 
a  decifive  opinion  on  the  final  event.  The 
treaty  with  France  was  mo  ft  advanced,  but 
that  crafty  power  held  the  ultimate  decifion 
in  her  own  hands.  If  really  difpofed  to  make 
peace,  ilie  could  influence  Spain  and  Holland; 
if  otherwife,  me  could  throw  on  them  the 
blame  of  continuing  hoftilities.     Mr.  Fitzher-  30th  Nov. 

bert  fucceeded,   however,  by  his  ability  and  Proyifiona* 

•    1  ,     •       1 ,  •   •        c  J     xi       a        •         treaty Wlt" 

judgment,    in  obtaining  from   the   American  America. 

commiffioners  the  fignature  of  provifional  arti- 
cles. ° 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  the  efforts  State  of 
of  party  were  exerted  with  uncommon  indufhy  Parties- 
to  intereft  the  public  in  the  caufe  of  thofe  who 
expected  or  poifefled  the  direction  of  affairs. 
The  curiofity  to  afcertain  the  precife  caufes  of  jujVi 
the  late  furprifing  change  in  the  cabinet,  was  only 
gratified  by  partial  ftatements  and  general  ru- 
mours. Mr.  Fox  declared  in  parliament,  that 
he  had  fome  time  before  the  death  of  the  marquis 
of  Rockingham,  refolved  to  reiign,  from  an  im- 
potHibility  of  concurring  in  the  opinions  and 
fyftems  of  lord  Shelburne ;  many  complaints 
were  made,  though  not  fupported  by  fpecific 
allegations,  of  the  predominating  influence  of 
that  milliner's  counlels,  which  drove  his  late 
colleagues  from  office;  but  neither  the  crimi- 
nation  r«r  the  defence  of  the  new  cabinet  af- 
forded authentic  infight  into  the  motives  of 
difunion.  The  kingdom  was  divided  into  three 
parlies,  who  defended  and  attacked  with  equal 

•  From  conefpondence  and  private  information. 

zenl 
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chap,  zeal  and  acrimony.  The  afts  of  the  late  admi- 
^J;1^  niftration  were  reviewed  with  afperity,  not  more 
>78a-  by  thofe  who  confidered  their  reforms  too  vio- 
lent, than  by  thofe  who  had  formed  exagge- 
rated hopes  from  their  promifes,  and  thought 
they  had  not  fulfilled  the  expectations  to  which 
they  had  given  birth. p  The  fincerity  of  the 
miniftry  in  the  negotiations  for  peace,  was 
queftioned  by  both  parties  in  oppoiition,  and 
the  adherents  of  lord  North  feemed  allured 
that  the  collifion  of  opinions,  and  expofition 
of  the  views  of  thofe  who  had  excluded  him 
from  power,  would  effecl  a  change  in  the 
public  opinion  beneficial  to  his  fame,  and 
gratifying  to  their  hopes. q 

?  See  particulars  of  a  converfation  at  the  anniverfary  of  Fox's 
election.    Remembrancer,  vol.  xiv.  p.  290. 

q  Gibbon  fays  :  a  certain  hte  fecretary  of  Ireland,  reckons  the 
houfe  of  commons  thus  :  Minifter  one  hundred  and  forty,  Reynard 
ninety^  Boreas  one  hundred  and  twenty,  the  reft  unknown  or  uncer- 
tain. The  lall  of  the  three,  by  felf  or  agents,  talks  too  much  of 
abfencc,  neutrality,  moderation.  I  ftill  think  he  will  difcard  the 
game.     See  Gibbon's  mifcellaneous  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  56s. 
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CHAPTER    THE    FORTY-FIFTH: 
1  7  S  -2 —  17  8  3. 


fleeting  of  parliament.  —  Debates  on  the  ad- 
drefs.  —  Recefs.  —  Preliminaries  of  Peace 
figmd. Sub/lance  of  the  treaties. — Ame- 
rica.—  France.  — Spain. — Cejjation  of  hof- 
tilities  with  Holland.  — •  Affairs  of  Ireland. 

—  Coalition  of  lord  North  with  Mr.  Fox.  — 
Debates  on  the  preliminaries  of  peace — which 
are  dij  approved  by  the  houfe  of  commons.  — 
Refignation  oflordShelburne.  — Parliamen- 
tary reflections  on  the  coalition.  —  Senfation 
of  the  public.  —  Miniftcrial  interregnum.  — 
Motions  on  the  fubject.  —  New  miniftry.  — 
Commercial  intercourfe  with  America  regu- 
lated. —  Debates  on  the  loan  and  receipt  tax. 

—  Economical  reforms.  —  Pitfs  motion  for 
a  reform  of  parliament.  —  Fir  ft  petition  for 
abolijhing  i he  jlave  trade  —  Separate  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  —  Clofe  of  the 
Sefjlon.  —  General  peace. 

(T)n  the  day  appointed,  the  king  addrelTed  to  CHAP. 
parliament  a  fpeech  of  uncommon  length.   \^~,J 
He  ftatcd  his  exertions  for  a  general  pacifica-    JSje 
tion,  in  purfuit    of   which  he   had   exercifed  Meeting' 
the  powers  veiled  in  him  hy  the  legiflature,  and  of  parha- 
offered  to  declare  the  American  colonies  free  !"e" ,' 

JciriFr  s 

and  independent  ftates,  by  an  article  to  be  in-  fpeecii, 
ferted  in  the  treaty  of  peace.     "  In  thus  ad- 
mitting  their   feparation  from  the   crown    of 
Britain,"  he  faid,   "  I  have  facrificed  every  con- 
futation 
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Chap,  ^deration  of  my  own  to  the  wiflies  and  opinion 
xlv.  of  my  people.  I  make  it  my  humble  and  ear- 
*"7T£^J  neft  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain may  not  feel  the  evils  which  might  refult 
from  fo  great  a  difmemberment  of  the  empire  ; 
and  that  America  may  be  free  from  thofe  cala- 
mities which  have  formerly  proved  in  the  mo- 
ther-country how  effential  monarchy  is  to  the 
enjoyment  .of  constitutional  liberty.  Religion 
— language — intereit — affections,  may,  and  I 
hope  will  yet  prove  a  bond  of  permanent  union 
between  the  two  countries  :  to  this  end,  neither 
attention  nor  difpoiition  mall  be  wanting  on 
my  part/' 

Among  many  other  topics,  the  fpeech  men- 
tioned the  valiant  exertions  of  the  army  and 
navy,  the  favourable  ftate  of  the  negotiations, 
the  reforms  in  economy  which  would  be  necef- 
farv  at  home,  and  the  attention  which  muft 
be  employed  in  the  government  of  Ireland  and 
of  India. 
Debate  on  The  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
theaddreis.  m0ved  by  Mr.  Philip  Yorke,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Bankes.  No  direct  oppofition  was  made  ; 
but  Fox  objected  to  the  node  of  granting 
American  independence,  and  llated  that  a  dif- 
ference in  opinion  with  the  prefent  minifters  on 
that  fubject,  had  induced  him  to  quit  the  cabi- 
net, lie  was  inclined  "  to  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  America  in  the  fir  it  inftance,  and 
not  to  referve  it  as  the  condition  of  peace  ;'*" 
lord  Shelburne,  he  laid,  had  fully,  though  re- 
luctantly, agreed  in  this  principle;  but  after- 
wards fwerving  from  it,  occaiioned  the  divilion 
of  the  cabinet. 

Lord  North  did  not  agree  with  Fox,  that 
the  independency  of  America  ought  to  be  fur- 
rendered  without  an  equivalent.     The  country, 

he 
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he  faid,  was  not  reduced  to  the  abjeel  fituation  chap. 
of  accepting  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  the  enemy     XLV- 

l78s 


might  think  fit  to  offer  :  the  houfe   would  be 


unanimous  in  demanding  an  honourable  peace, 
or  a  vigorous  war.  He  would  not  oppofe  the 
addrefs,  but  referred  the  right  of  objecting  to 
the  provifional  treaty  when  produced  to  par- 
liament. 

Burke  decried  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
as  a  dangerous  fpecies  of  delufion  and  infmua- 
tion,  a  collection  of  unmeaning  profeffions,  and 
of  undeferved  felf-praifes  ;  yet  he  expreffed  his 
readinefs  to  thank  his  majefty  for  concluding 
a  provifional  agreement  which  ended  the  Ame- 
rican Avar. 

In  the  upper  houfe,  the  addrefs  alfo  pafTed  in  the 
without  a  divifion ;  a  flight  amendment,  pro-  J10"** of 
pofed  by  lord  Radnor,  acknowledging  with 
gratitude  the  facrifice  made  by  his  majefty  to 
the  withes  of  his  people,  being  unanimously 
adopted.  In  the  converfation  which  took 
place,  lord  Stormont  vehemently  arraigned  the 
irrevocable  conceffion  of  independence,  to  Ame- 
rican commiffioners  acting  under  the  infpection 
and  controu I  of  France.  Lord  Shelburne  de- 
nied that  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
commiffioners  were  fo  influenced,  and  affirmed 
that  the  offer  of  independence  was  not  unquali- 
fied, unconditional,  and  irrevocable.  If  France 
did  not  agree  to  peace,  independence  would 
not  be  granted. 

This  explanation  occasioned  fevere  animad-  6th  Dec. 
verfions,  on  reporting  the  addrefs  to  the  lower  °0"t'he,e" 
houfe.     Several  members  feemed  to  repent  their  P°' ' 
vote  of  the  preceding  day,  and  confined  their 
approbation  to  the  grant  of  American  indepen- 
dence.    Burke  defcribed  the  king's  fpeech  as 
a  farrago  of  hypocrify  and  nonfente.      Fox  de- 

vol.  in.  n  n  clared 
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clared  that  he  detefted  and  defpifed  it ;  but 
no  motion  being  made,  the  houfe  was  not 
divided. 

Other  queftions  and  reflections  on  Ameri- 
can independence,  occafioned  debates  in  both 
houfes,  in  which  duplicity  and  difcordancy  of 
opinion  were  imputed  to  minifters;  but  no 
divifion  took  place  till  Fox  moved  for  copies 
of  fuch  parts  of  the  provifional  treaty  as  related 
to  the  recognition  of  American  independence, 
founding  his  argument  on  the  diverfity  of 
language  ufed  by  minifters  in  the  various 
forms  of  communicating  innructions  and  intel- 
ligence. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  ;  he  Mas  fupported  by  lord  North,  and  the 
divifion  by  which  it  was  carried  demonftrated 
the  weaknefs  of  the  other  body  of  oppofition, 
who  could  only  produce  forty-fix  votes,  againft 
two  hundred  and  nineteen.  In  a  few  days  the 
houfe  adjourned  for  the  Chriftmas  re'eefs. 

During  this  interval  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  were  executed  by  France  and  Spain. 

America  gained  by  her  treat)-  a  full  recog- 
nition of  the  thirteen  provinces  as  free,  fovereign, 
and  independent  ftates.  The  boundaries  of  their 
territory  were  accurately,  and  for  America,  ad- 
vantageoufly  fettled.  The  people  had  liberty  to 
take  fiih  on  all  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  but 
not  to  dry  or  cure  them  in  any  of  his  majefty's 
fettled  dominions  in  America;  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Miffiffippi,  from  its  fource  to  the 
ocean,  was  free  to  both  parties. 

It  was  alfo  agreed  that  congrefs  mould  re- 
commend to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpective 
ftates,  to  provide  for  the  reftitution  of  all  eftates, 
rights,  and  properties  belonging  to  real  Britifh 
fubjecls,  and  to  perfons  refideut  in  diitricts  in 

the 
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the  king's  pofieffion,  who  had  not  borne  arms  chap. 
againft  them.     All  other  perfons  were  at  liberty    J^J 
to  remain  a  year  in  any  of  the  provinces,  for  the      1783. 
purpofe  of  obtaining  their  confifcated  eitates, 
congrefs  recommending   to  the  feveral  legifla- 
tures,  a  reconfideration  or  revifion  of  the  laws  of 
forfeiture,  and  a  reftitutiori  of  property,  on  pay- 
ment, by  thedifpofleffed  proprietors,  of  the  funis 
for  which  it  had  been   fold   to    others.     No 
future  confifcations  were  to  be  made,  or  profe- 
cutions  commenced;  but  all  prifoners,  military 
and  political,  to  be  liberated. 

By  the  treaty  with  France,  the  right  of  that  France ; 
nation  to  fhh  at  Newfoundland,  and  in  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  was  re-eftabliflied  011 
the  fame  footing  as  in  the  treaties  of  Utrecht 
and  Paris,  except  that,  for  the  prevention  of 
difputes,  the  limits  were  more  accurately  de- 
fined and  reitrained.  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon 
were  furrendered  to  France. 

Ix  the  Weft  Indies,  Great  Britain  reftored  St. 
Lucie,  and  ceded  Tobago  ;  and  France  reftored 
Grenada  with  its  dependencies,  St.  Vincent's, 
Dominica,  St.  Chriitopher's,  Nevis,  and  Mont.- 
ferrat. 

Great  Britain  ceded  to  France  the  river 
of  Senegal  in  Africa,  with  its  dependencies  and 
forts,  and  the  ifland  of  Goree ;  retaining  the 
poffeffion  of  Fort  James,  and  the  river  Gambia. 

The  French  regained  all  their  efiablilJiments 
in  Orifia  and  Bengal,  with  liberty  to  make  a 
ditch  round  Chandernagore,  and  fecurity  for 
profecuting  their  accuftomed  commerce  either 
by  a  company  or  individuals.  Pondicherry 
and  Carical  were  reftored,  with  the  refervation 
of  a  right  to  certain  circumjacent  dependencies, 
The  French  alio  regained  Mahe"  and  the  Comp- 

n  x  2  toir 
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toir  of  Surat,  with  liberty  of  commerce  in  that 
part  of  India. 

Great  Britain  abrogated  and  fuppreffed 
all  articles  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  relative  to 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk. 

The  treaty  with  Spain  comprized  but  few 
objects  :  Minorca  and  Eaft  Florida  were  ceded 
by  Great  Britain,  and  the  Catholic  king  re- 
tained Weft  Florida,  but  guaranteed  the  un- 
molefted  right  of  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay 
of  Honduras,  and  reftored  Providence  and  the 
Bahama  iflands.  * 

Holland  alfo  agreed  to  a  ceiTation  of  hof- 
tilities ;  but  the  preliminaries  with  that  power 
were  not  yet  arranged. 

Although  the  public  attention  was  chiefly 
abforbed   by  the  terms  on  which  peace  was 
obtained,  another  object  firfl  claimed  the  inter- 
ference of  parliament.     Since  the  repeal  of  the 
declaratory  act  of  George  I.  the  Irim  had  been 
initiated  to  infill:  on  further  concefhons,  and 
cavil  at  the  reihiclions  fuppofed  to  be  implied 
in  the  lair.     When  the  abrogation  of  that  acl 
was  propofed,  Mr.  Flood  infilled  that  the  Britifh 
government   did    not   difclaim   the    principle 
on   which   it  was   founded,   the  renunciation 
of  which  was  neceffary.     A  long  altercation 
enfued  between  him  and  Mr.  Grattan,  who  had 
pledged  himfelf  to  the  Englifh  miniftry  that  a 
fimple  repeal  would  be  fufflcient.     The  conteft 
did  not  much  agitate  the  public  mind,  but  the 
popular  opinion,  though  at  firft  agreeing  with 
that  of  Grattan,  afterwards  inclined  in  favour 


a  See  the  preliminary  treaties,  and  provifional  articles,  in  the 
Debates,  and  the  Annual  Regifter  for  1782.  The  Bahamas  were 
recaptured  before  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 

Of 
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of  Mr.  Flood's  doclrines.     The  queftion,  how-    chap. 
ever,  fubfided ;  bat  lord  Temple,  who  fucceeded    J^Xj 
the  duke  of  Portland,  during  whofe  adminiftra-      J782' 
tion  thedifcuflion  arofe,  thought  it  right  that  it 
ihould  be  fettled  in  the  moft  deeifive  manner, 
and  recommended  a  bill  of  renunciation.     The 
king  mentioned  the  affairs  of  Ireland  in   the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  before  the  recefs,  '^^ec. 
colonel  Fitzpatrick  required  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  minifters  to  the  infufficiency  of  the 
repealing  aft.     He  founded  his  application  on 
a  deciiion  of  the   court  of  king's  bench  in 
England,  on  a  long  depending  writ  of  error, 
brought   before  the   repeal   of  the   ftatute  of 
George  I.  which  the  court  had  been  obliged  by 
the  courfe  of  legal  proceeding  to  determine, 
but  which  ferved  as  a  theme  for  popular  ani- 
madverfion. 

On  the  firft  day  of  tranfacling  bufinefs  after  22c!  Jan. 
the  recefs,  Mr.   Townfhend,   the  fecretary  of     l7*3m 
flate,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
removing  doubts  concerning    the    legi dative 
rights  of  the  parliament  and  courts  of  Ireland, 
and  preventing  the  adjudication  of  any  writ  of 
error  or  appeal  from  that  kingdom  in  the  courts 
of  Great  Britain.   The  debate  which  enfued  did 
notoriginate  in  any  oppofition  to  themotion,  but 
in  the  defire  of  many  members  to  explain  their 
political  fentiments  refpeeting  Ireland,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  preceding  and  prefent  ad  mini  f- 
trations,  which  had  given  vigour  to  difcontent, 
and  rendered  the  people  of  that  country  inca- 
pable of  being  fatisfied  with  moderate  concef- 
lions.     The  debates  in  the  fubfequent  ftages  of  19th  Feb. 
the  bill  were  animated,  and  involved  a  difcuf-  V^  5^ 
lion,  whether  trcafons  committed   in   Ireland 
could  be    tried   in   Great   Britain,  under  the 
ftatute  of  Henry  VIII.  ?  the  prevailing  opinion 
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c?ap.  was  in  favour  of  the  affirmative,  that  law  hav- 
v^^O    mg  been  confirmed  by  an  Irifh  ftatute;  and 
»?8s.     the  bill  palfecL 
4th March.      Before  its  arrival  in  the  upper  houfe,  ]\Ir. 
Townfhend  was  created  a  peer,  by  the  title  of 
lord  Sydney,  and  again  appeared  the  promoter 
i4thApril.  of  the  meafure.     A  long  and  acrimonious  de- 
bate was  maintained  on  the  fecond  reading, 
but  it  paffed  without  a  divifion. 
to^th"'        When  the  preliminary  and  provilional  arti- 
Febraary.    c^es  of  peace  were  fubmitted  to  both  honfes, 
Prdimina-  and  every  day  produced  queries  or  obfervations 
before  par-  wnich  lhewed  the  utmoft  anxiety  for  difcuffion, 
Lament,      a  new  political  arrangement  materially  affected 
Coalition    the  ftate  of  parties.     While  thofe  wlio  Mere  at- 
lord  North  tached  to  the  opinions  and  principles  of  the 
and  Mr.     miniury,  of  lord  North,  and  of  Mr.  Fox,  were 
ox'  feparate,  the  affairs  of  government  could  not 

be  efficiently  conducted.  The  terms  of  peace 
were  likely  to  produce  great  diverfities  of  opi- 
nion ;  and  unlefs  the  cabinet  was  ftrengthen- 
ed  by  an  alliance  with  one  of  the  oppofition 
parties,  they  could  not  hope  to  maintain  their 
30t,h7?,ec#  fituations.  Lord  Keppel  had  retired  with  dif- 
guft  in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  lord  Hawke ;  but  it  was  apparent, 
that  anions:  the  remaining*  members  of  admi- 
niftration,  fome  entertained  political  opinions 
hoftile  to  their  colleagues.  The  moft- natural 
affociation  was  a  re-union  of  the  miniftrv  with 
thofe  who  had  lately  feceded,  and  overtures 
for  that  purpofe  were  made  to  Mr.  Fox;  but 
in  his  bofom  indignation  againft  lord  Shelbuvne 
was  more  lively  than  againft  lord  North,  to 
whom  he  had  made  advances  for  reconciliation. 
When,  therefore,  a  proportion  was  conveyed 
to  him  from  lord  Shelburne,  to  accept  an  offi- 
cial fituation,  he  peremptorily  refufed  it,  when 

told 
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told  that    lord    North    was  to  be   excluded,   chap. 
The   miniftry    were   therefore  prepared  for   a    J^Zi 
new  and    ltrenuous    oppofition    in   difcuffing      x783- 
the  treaties ;   but   the  public,    unapprized    of 
the  arrangement,   were  left  open  to  every  im- 
preflion  which    wonder    and  prejudice   could 
excite. 

Although,  on  the  day  appointed  for  de-  Debates  on 
baling  the  preliminary  articles,  no  call  of  the  p  " 
houle  was  ordered,  upward  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  members  attended.  The  addrefs  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Wilberforce.  Two  amendments  were  pro- 
pofed ;  the  one  by  lord  John  Cavendiih,  re- 
ferving  to  the  houfe  a  power  of  difapproving 
the  terms;  the  other  by  lord  North,  exprefling 
the  regard  of  parliament  for  the  loyalifts ;  but 
both  amendments  concurred  in  maintaining 
inviolate  the  articles  for  which  the  public  faith 
was  pledged. 

In  fupport  of  the  original  addrefs,  it  was 
urged  that  the  queftion  ihould  be  reduced  to 
this  point ;  whether  fuch  a  peace  as  the  mini- 
ltry had  made,  was  preferable  to  the  war  in 
which  they  found  the  country  involved?  The 
intereft  of  the  public  debt  was  increafed  from 
four  millions  and  a  half  to  nine  millions  and  a 
half,  and  a  permanent  burthen  was  entailed  on 
the  land  equal  to  ten  {billings  in  the  pound. 
At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  the  neceffity  of 
peace  was  fupported  by  the  wifeft  authorities, 
and  their  arguments  would  be  much  more 
applicable  to  the  prefent  period.  For  a  peace 
lb  neceffary  we  paid  to  France  and  Spain,  one 
fmall  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  two  Flo- 
lidas,  Minorca  difmantled,  and  therefore  ufe- 
lefs,  and  fomc  immaterial  advantages  in  filhery, 
and  Eaft  India  fettlemcnts.    Lefs  it  could  not 
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chap,  be  fuppofed  they  would  exact,  eonfidering  the 
J^j  humiliating  terms  impofed  on  them  in  1762. 
J7S3.  Independence  to  America  was  no  conceiuon, 
fmce  Great  Britain  could  not  deprive  her  of  it, 
and  the  houfe  had  in  the  laft  feffion  precluded 
every  fuch  attempt :  the  extenfion  of  their 
boundary  was  to  us  no  difadvantage  ;  but  the 
limits  were  well  chofen  in  lakes  and  rivers,  for 
the  prevention  of  future  contefts.  We  were  with- 
out an  ally,  and  had  knocked  for  peace  at 
every  door ;  the  prefent  terms  could  not  be 
cenfured,  unlefs  it  were  proved  that  the  differ- 
ence between  them,  and  thole  which  we  had 
a  right  to  expect,  was  equivalent  to  the  exr 
pence  of  fixteen  or  twenty  millions,  the  charge 
of  another  year's  conteft.  Sufficient  was  ftill 
left  to  render  the  country  great  and  flourim- 
ing ;  but  if  the  treaties  did  not  receive  the 
fanclion  of  parliament,  no  future  adminiftration 
could  make  fuch  a  peace,  as  the  neceflities  of 
the  country  might  require. 

The  advocates  of  the  amendments  argued, 
that  the  true  queilion  to  be  difcun'ed,  was  not 
Avhether  the  peace  was  preferable  to  the  war ; 
but  whether,  under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
a  better  peace  could  not  have  been  obtained  ? 
And  to  this  they  would  anfwer,  a  worfe  could 
not  have  been  concluded.  It  beggared  all  the 
treaties  that  ever  had  exifted  in  infamy  and 
difgrace,  and  rendered  all  quarters  of  the  globe 
witneffes  of  the  difmemberment  and  difunion 
of  the  Britifh  empire.  From  a  perufal  of  the 
various  articles,  it  would  appear  to  be  a  peace 
patched  up  for  the  prefent,  rather  than  one 
which  promifed  permanence;  for  the  preamble 
of  each  treaty  compared  with  the  articles  feemed 
not  to  have  been  penned  at  the  fame  time,  or 
dictated  by  any  concurrence  or  congeniality 
■*  of 
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of  fentiment.     Fox  in   particular  challenged   chap. 
the  cabinet  minifters  to  produce,  or  authorize    v2£w- 
him  to  produce  the  peace  he  had  projected;  it     1783- 
was  in  the  office,  and  if  it  could  be  exhibited 
to   his  difad vantage,    he   was   content   to   be 
considered  as  a  man  capable  of  advifmg  a  worfe 
peace  than  the  prefent. 

In  an  able  analyfis  of  the  treaties,  lord 
North  obferved,  that  the  permiffion  to  fortify 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  had  been  carefully 
avoided  on  all  former  occaiions ;  it  would  ma- 
terially affect  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  and 
enable  France  to  carry  it  on,  even  in  time  of 
war.  The  importance  of  St.  Lucie,  was  proved 
by  the  ceirion  of  five  conquered  iflands  as  an 
equivalent.  In  Africa,  Great  Britain  had  re- 
ftored  all ;  and  in  India,  the  French  were  re- 
taliated in  their  former  eftabliiliments,  with 
many  unufual  advantages.  And  although 
Dunkirk  was  no  longer  to  be  held  in  the  fame 
eftimation  as  it  was  considered  by  the  framers 
of  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  ftill  the  reftraint  011 
France  was  honourable  to  Great  Britain,  and 
the  abrogation  of  former  treaties  impolitic  if 
not  unnecelfary.  To  keep  an  Engliih  com- 
miifarv  on  the  territories  of  an  enemy  for  the 
purpofe  of  reporting  and  preventing  the  ereciion 
of  walls  or  fortifications,  or  even  the  cleaning 
of  a  harbour  for  the  admiffion  of  mips  exceed- 
ing a  certain  burthen,  perpetuated  the  former 
victories,  and  exalted  the  prefent  power  of 
Great  Britain,  while  it  debafed  the  dignity  of 
the  French.  They  had  not,  it  was  true,  forti- 
fied Dunkirk  during  the  war,  becaufe  they 
had  been  obliged,  at  the  conclufion  of  every 
former  peace,  to  deftroy  fortifications,  and 
had  learnt  by  experience  to  avoid  unavailing 
expence  ;  but  in  a  future  conteft,  Great  Britain 

would 
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chap,    ^'ould  experience  all  the  evils  which  rendered 
xlv.      the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  nev.eiTary. 
,783.  Lord    North     confidered    the   ceffion    of 

Minorca  to  Spain  unfortunate,  that  of  Eaft 
Florida  improvident;  as  it  was  rendered  of 
additional  value  fince  the  lofs  of  Weft  Florida. 
The  permiflion  to  cut  logwood,  was  a  nugatory 
ftipulation,  as  no  diiinci  was  affigned.  The 
Bahama  iflands  were  not  comparable  in  value 
to  the  Florida  loft,  and  the  Florida  ceded,  as 
they  afforded  fuch  abundant  means  of  annoy- 
ing the  Jamaica  trade.  Minorca  was  of  more 
value  than  even  the  impregnable  Gibraltar ; 
on  account  of  its  harbours,  climate,  and  ex- 
cellent water  for  mijmi'ng.  By  the  ccfiion  of 
the  Floridas  and  Minorca,  we  had  given  to 
Spain  fecurity  for  her  commerce,  particularly 
the  gold  trade,  and  the  means  of  enfeebling 
our  own. 

Is  his  objections  to  the  provisional  articles 
with  America,  lord  North  was  joined  by  many 
other  members.  The  preamble  of  the  treaty 
declared  reciprocal  advantage  and  mutual  con- 
venience to  be  its  balls ;  but  it  contained  the 
mo  ft  important  conceffions  on  our  part,  with- 
out the  imalieft  balance  or  equipoife  to  fupport 
the  boafted  reciprocity.  If  neceflity  compel- 
led us  to  accept  terms  lb  disgraceful,  the  men- 
tion of  reciprocity  was  a  wanton  addition  of 
infult  to  injury. 

The  boundaries  were  not  onlv  new  in  their 
nature,  but  lb  generous  in  their  principle,  that 
the  Americans  acquired  a  tract  including 
twenty-four  Indian  nations  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  Canada,  a  traci  where  many  forts  had  been 
erected  and  retained  at  a  vaft  expence.  The 
boundary  defignated  in  the  ftatute  book,  by 
the  Quebec  act,  would,  by  keeping  the  Ame- 
ricans 
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ricans  at  a  diftance,  have  preferved  the  perma-    chap. 
nence  of  friend ihip,   but  by  the  prefent  boun-    J^J 
dary,  they  could  approach  within  twenty-four      1783. 
miles  of  Montreal.     As  if  naked  independence 
was  not  afufficient  proof  of  liberality,  miniftry 
had  cloathcd  it  with  the  warm  covering  of  the 
fur  trade,  and  befkles  Charleftown,   New  York, 
Long  Ifland,  and  Penobfcot,  had  furrendered 
all  the  valuable  forts  in  the  back  fettlements. 

In  the  fpirit  of  pretended  reciprocity,  we 
had  given  the  Americans  an  unlimited  right 
to  filh  in  Newfoundland,  and  the  gulph  of 
St.  Lawrence,  even  in  the  parts  reforted  to  by 
Britifh  fifhermen ;  but,  as  if  every  ftipulation. 
of  apparent  advantage  to  Great  Britain  had 
been  ftudioufly  avoided,  we  had  not  contracted 
for  the  right  of  timing  on  any  of  their  coafts, 
or  in  any  of  their  bays  or  creeks.  How  could 
they  claim,  or  we  grant  fuch  a  right,  after 
the  eitablifhment  of  independency  had  fepa- 
rated  them  from  the  fovereignty  of  Great 
Britain? 

Even  in  fmaller  objects  reciprocity  feemed 
a  mere  mockery :  we  were  to  withdraw  our 
fleets  and  armies,  and  evacuate  the  American 
ftates ;  prifoners  on  both  fides  were  to  be  libe 
rated,  and  we  to  yield  up  the  American  forti- 
fications with  the  American  artillery  ;  but  no 
covenant  'was  referved  for  reitoring  to  Great 
Britain,  Britiih  artillery.  The  pretended  right 
of  navigating  the  MiiniTippi,  was  intirely  de- 
lufive.  We  were  excluded  by  the  northern 
boundary  ;  the  Americans  poffeifed  the  Eaft  ; 
the  Weft  had  been  ceded  by  the  peace  of  Paris 
to  the  French,  who  had  fince  granted  it  to 
Spain,  and  by  the  prefent  treaty,  that  power 
obtained  each  more  at  its  mouth.  Where  then 
was  this  navigation  fo  free  and  open  to  com- 
mence ? 
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chap,  mericir  Or  what  poifeition  of  it  could  Great 
^J^-^j  Britain  ever  acquire,  except  the  nomination 
1-85.      in  the  treaty  ? 

The  Situation  of  the  loyalifts  and  inhabitants 
of  Eait  Florida  was  defcanted  on  with  peculiar 
force.  The  abandonment  of  thofe  unfortunate 
men,  without  refervation  of  their  civil  and  re- 
ligious rights,  to  an  incenfed  and  vengeful 
power,  was  horrible  and  difgraceful ;  never 
were  the  honour,  humanity,  principles,  and 
policy  of  a  nation  fo  grofsly  abufed.  The  de- 
gradation of  fending  unmanly  petitions  from 
government  to  congrefs,  on  behalf  of  the 
wretched  loyalifts,  was  equalled  only  by  the 
infamy  of  unconditionally  affigning  over  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  Florida. 

It  might  be  urged  that  parliament,  in  de- 
claring the  Americans  independent,  had  made 
the  peace,  and  were  therefore  refponfible  for 
any  improper  concellions  or  reftorations ;  but 
parliament  did  not  give  inftructions  for  the 
cefiion  of  Charleftown,  New  York,  Penobfcot, 
Rhode  Ifland,  Detroit,  and  the  fisheries.  Par- 
liament did  not  order  the  defertion  of  the  loy- 
alifts ;  parliament  had  not  given  countenance 
to  thofe  acts;  and  therefore  not  they,  but  the 
minifters,  were  accountable  to  the  people. 

In  reply  it  was  obferved,  that  the  clamours 
againft  the  treaties  were  loud  in  proportion  to 
their  injuftice  ;  as  men  in  general,  when  they 
complain  without  caufe,  complain  without 
temper.  On  a  candid  consideration  of  the  cir- 
cumitanccs  of  the  country,  the  peace  would  be 
found  as  good  as  we  had  aright  to  expect,  and 
one  that  piomifed  permanence.  The  fortified 
tiori  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  had  been  de- 
clared by  the  moft  judicious  officers  a  meafure 
which  could  give  no  juft  caufe  of  apprehenfion. 

The 
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The  pofition  affigned  for  the  French  fimery  at   chap. 
Newfoundland,  was  lefs  advantageous  than  they  y^JX^ 
held  before;  and  their  greater  diltancefrom  the      ^s- 
Britilh  fiiheries  rendered  difputes  lefs  probable. 
The  reftoration  of  St.  Lucie,  and  other  ceflions 
in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Africa,  were  juftified  on 
pleas  of  propriety  or   neceflity ;    and  thofe  in 
India  Mere  made  under  the  cognizance,  and 
with  the  content  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 
This  facl  was  inconteftably  proved  by  Sir  Henry 
Fletcher,  one  of  the  fecret  committee  of  direc- 
tors, who  declared  that  the  terms  comprized  in 
the  articles  of  peace,  were  unanimoufly  approved 
by  that  committee  at  the  India  houfe,  and  in 
an  able  fpeech  fpecifically  defended  them. 

With  refpect   to  America,  the  houfe   was 
reminded  that  a  refolution  of  laft  year  had  put 
a  padlock  on  the  Britilh  fword.     The  bill  en- 
abling his  majefty  to  grant  independence,  had 
pointed  out  the  path  to  peace;    and  as  it  was 
obviouily  the  intercft  of  Great  Britain  to  eftab- 
liih  as  clote  a  commercial  union  as  poflible  with 
the  United  States,  it  would  have  been  illiberal 
and   impolitic  to   withhold  any   tiling  which 
they  might  reafonably  exped.     Far  from  agree- 
ing that  the  Americans,  by  ceaiing  to  be  Bri- 
tilh fubjecfs,  had  loft  all  right  to  the  fimeries, 
it  was  the  wifli  of  minifters  to  make  no  fnch  dif- 
tinerions,  but  conuder  the  Americans  as  bre- 
thren ;    and  leave  them  no  caute  to  regret  that 
they  were  not  Britilh  fubjects.     Their  timing 
terminated  before  our's  began,  and  it  would  not 
be  poflible  to  prevent  their  full  ute  of  the  right, 
without  maintaining  afquadron  continually  on 
that  ftation. 

Tii£  aihgnment  of  boundaries  was  defended 
on  principles  of  nature  and  policy:  by  their 
charters,  fcveral  provinces  had  various  degrees 

of 
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chap,  of  extent  northward,  particularly  Virginia;  and 
J^j  the  line  drawn  in  the  ftatute  book  for  Canada 
1783-  had  been  one  caufe  of  the  American  difcon- 
tents,  which  it  was  furely  not  our  intereft  to 
revive.  The  fur  trade  was  at  b eft  a  matter  re- 
lating to  individuals  only,  and  private  confi- 
clerations  muft  give  place" to  public  good;  but 
in  fact  enough  of  Canada  was  retained  to  afford 
ample  fcope  for  that  commerce.  The  forts, 
about  the  furrender  of  which  fo  much  had  been 
advanced,  were  improvidently  built  in  htua- 
tions  where  block-houfes  or  abbatis  would  have 
anfwered  every  purpofe ;  and  for  Detroit,  another 
chief  fort  might,  at  a  fmall  expence,  be  erected 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 

Ministers  were  not  lefs  affected  than  other 
individuals  at  the  condition  of  the  loyalifts  ; 
but  the  utmoft  concelfion  had  been  obtained 
for  them,  which  could  be  infilled  on,  without 
foregoing  all  hopes  of  peace.  If  the  recom- 
mendation of  congrefs  to  the  American  ftates 
fliould  be  unfuccefsful,  government  would  be 
in  honour  bound  to  afford  the  fufferers  a  com- 
penfation.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  article 
which  permitted  the  uninterrupted  recovery  of 
debts,  was  highly  beneficial  to  Great  Britain;* 
and  Mr.  Dundas  declared  that  the  merchants 
of  Glafgow,  to  whom  a  full  third,  if  not  two 
thirds  of  the  American  debts  were  due,  had 
tranfmitted  their  thanks  to  minifters  for  the 
flipulation. 

At  half  paft  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

the  amendments  were  carried  by  a  majority  of 

fixteen.c 

Debates  in      In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  earl    of  Carlifle 

thehoufe    moved  an  amendment  fnnilar  to  that  of  lord 

of  lords. 

b  The  fallacy  of  this  argument  Las  been  completely  proved. 
c  234  to  208, 

North. 


tions  con. 
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North.  The  debate  was  long,  and  replete  with  chap. 
peffonality  ;  but  the  attack  and  defence  of  the 
treaties  was  not  diftinguiflied  by  any  particular  1783 
variation  from  thofe  in  the  lower  houfe.  In 
anlVer  to  an  aflertion,  that  the  recommendation 
of  congrefs  in  behalf  of  the  loyalifts  might  be 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  lord  Sackville  read  a 
refolution  of  the  legiilature  of  Virginia,  made 
in  confequence  of  the  provifional  treaty,  declar- 
ing all  demands  or  requefts  of  the  Britifh  court 
for  the  reftitution  of  confifcatcd  property  un- 
fupported  by  law,  equity,  or  policy,  and  in- 
admiffible.  The  amendment  was,  however, 
rejected/ 

The  united  parties,  now  currently  known  by  21ft  Feb. 
the  title  of  the  coalition,  followed  their  viclory  Re^; 
by  producing,  through  lord  John  Cavendifh,  a  JJ" 
feries  of  refolutions,  avowing  the  determination  thepeac*. 
of  the  houfe  to  preferve  the  peace  inviolate, 
but  declaring  the  conceffions  to  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  Great  Britain,  more  than  they  were  en- 
titled to  claim  from  their  individual  or  relative 
itrength. 

A  long  and  animated  difcuffion  enfued,  in 
which  the  public  heard  with  furprife,  thofe  who 
during  the  war  had  been  moft  eloquent  in  de- 
fcribingthe  reduced  condition  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  inexhauitible  ftrerigth  and  refources  of 
the  enemy,  adopt  a  language  diametrically 
eppofite.  Lord  John  Cavendiih  decried  the 
p-loomv  imao-inations  of  thofe  who  could  COll- 
tinually  brood  over  our  own  loltes,  misfortunes, 
debts,  and  diigraces,  without  taking  a  compa- 
rative view  of  the  enemy.  They  were  not  lefs 
defective  in  finance  than  we;  nay,  it  was  a 
queftion  if  they  could  find  refources  for  another 

*  71  to  59. 
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chap,   campaign;  Spain  had  exhauired  her  treafury  in 
xlv.     the  uniuccefsful  attack  on  Gibraltar;  America 

^83.  could  only  be  formidable  while  Great  Britain 
employed  armies  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica; Holland  was  not  in  circumftances  to 
claim  facrifices;  and  France  was  equally,  if  not 
more  diitreffed  than  ourfelves.  Fox  adopted 
the  fame  line  of  reafoning,  and  contended  that 
France  never  fupported  a  war  with  more  diffi- 
culty ;  Spain  was  nearly  bankrupt,  and  Ame- 
rica in  aitate  of  national  poverty.  Lord  North, 
with  more  confiftency,  urged  fimilar  topics, 
particularly  with  refpecl  to  America,  contend- 
ing, that  if  congrefs  could  not  raife  money  for 
the  maintenance  of  war  in  their  own  country, 
Great  Britain  had  nothing  to  fear  from  their 
external  efforts  ;  and  minifters  might  without 
danger  of  prolonging  hoflilities,  have  urged 
with  more  firmnefs  the  caufe  of  the  unfortunate 
loyaliits.  In  moft  of  the  ftates,  he  faid,  the 
people  had  refufed  to  pay  the  tax  levied  by 
congrefs  for  fupport  of  the  war.  In  Rhode 
ifland,  the  tax-gatherers  were  driven  away  by 
popular  infurrecrion,  and  in  Maffachuflets,  the 
tax  was  difcounted  within  the  province,  and 
never  carried  to  the  public  account.  The  re- 
folution  expreffing  cenfure  on  the  minifters  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  feventeen.6 

Refignai         This  contefl  decided  the  fate  of  adminif- 

tienofiord  tration.  Lord  Shelburne  refigned  his  office, 
though  a  fuccelTor  was  not  immediately  ap- 
pointed ;  nor  did  other  members  of  the  cabinet 
immediately  follow  his  example.  The  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  lord  Shelburne  were  vehe- 
mently attacked  during  the  late  debates,  and 
he  feeuied  abandoned  to  thefe  affaults  without 

«  S07  to  190. 

a  defender 
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a  defender  in  the  lower  houfe,  except  Mr.  Pitt,  chap, 
who,  in  the  courie  of  an  eloquent  fpeech,  pro-  J^J 
nounced  on  him  a  warm  and  pathetic  eulogy.  I7&3. 
That  noble  earl,  like  every  other  man  of  eminent 
ability,  acling  in  the  firft  department  of  a  great 
ftate,  Vas  liable,  he  laid,  to  the  envy  of  fome, 
as  well  as  the  admiration  of  others.  The  oblo- 
quy, to  which  his  capacity  and  fituation  had 
railed  him,  was  created  and  circulated  with 
equal  mcannefs  and  addrefs ;  but  his  merits 
were  as  much  above  panegyric,  as  the  arts  to 
which  he  owed  his  defamation  were  beneath 
attention.  When,  ftript  of  power  and  emolu- 
ment, he  mould  once  more  defcend  into  private 
life,  the  official  fuperiority  which  irritated  the 
feelings  of  his  opponents,  and  that  capacity  of 
conferring  favours  which  all  men  were  fond  of 
poifefling,  would  not  be  obftacles  to  a  jult  efti- 
mate  of  his  character.  He  would  retire  firm 
in  the  dignity  of  his  own  mind,  confcious  of 
having  contributed  to  the  public  advantage; 
and,  if  not  attended  with  the  fulfome  plaudits 
of  a  mob,  poiTeffed  of  that  fubftantial  and  per- 
manent fatisfaction  which  arifes  from  the  habi- 
tual approbation  of  an  upright  mind.  To  this 
tranfeendent  confolation  he  had  a  title  which 
no  accident  could  invalidate  or  affect;  he  had 
earned  it  dearly  ;  and  with  fuch  a  folid  under- 
ftanding,  and  lb  much  goodnefs  of  heart,  as 
ftamped  his  character,  he  was  in  no  danger  of 
lofing  it. 

Of  his  own  approaching  retirement,  Mr. 
Pitt  fpoke  with  equal  dignity;  he  had  never, 
he  faid,  been  eager  to  gain,  nor  mould  he  feel 
great  reluctance  at  foregoing  official  advance- 
ment. He  never  had  a  wiih  that  did  not  ter- 
minate in  the  dearcft  interefts  of  the  public  j 
but  be  would  confefs,  he  had  alfo  his  portion 
of    ambition.      High   fituation  ami  great  in? 

vol.  in.  o  o  fluence 
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chap,   fluence  were  defirable  to  moft  men;  and  far 
s  J^j    ^rom  DCing  aihamed  to  purfue,  he  was  folicitous 
1733.      to  poflefs  them  when  they  could  be  acquired 
with  honour,  and  retained  with  dignity.     On 
thefe  refpeclable   conditions,  he  was  not  lefs 
ambitious  to  be  great  and  powerful,  than  it  was 
natural  for  men  to  be  who  had  fuch  brilliant 
examples.    But  even  thefe  objects  he  could  re- 
linquiih,  when  his  duty,  his  country,  his  cha- 
racter, or  his  friends,  rendered  the  facrifice  in- 
difpenfable:  he  then  mould  retire  not  difap- 
pointed,  but  triumphant.   He  might  be  divefted 
of  the  privileges  and  emoluments  of  place ;  but 
could  not  be  deprived  of  thofe  habitual  and 
warm  regards  for  the  profpeiity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  conftituted  the  happinefs  and  pride 
of  his  life,  and  which  death  only  could  extin- 
guiih.      "  With  this  confutation,"  he  added, 
"  though  I  affect  not  to  defpife,  I  hope  foon  to 
forget  the  lofs  of  power,  and  the  want  of  for- 
tune/' 

Laudo  manentem  ;  fi  celeres  quatit 
Pennas,  refigno  quec  dedit 


Probamque 


Pauperism  fine  dote  quaero. 

Pavliamen-       The  coalition,  though  triumphant  in  a  con- 
tary  reflec-  firme(i  majority,  did  not  obtain  their  eonqueft 
coalition,     without   many    ievere   aniinadveriions,  which 
called  forth  all  their  abilities  in  vindication  of 
17th  Feb.    their  conduct.     Mr.  Powys  faid,  the  prefent 
era  was  remarkable  for  ftrange  confederacies; 
great  and  arbitrary  defpots  flood  forth  the  pro- 
tectors of  an  infant  republic,  and  in  that  houle, 
the  lofty  and  ftrenuous  affertors  of  regal  pre- 
rogative, united  in   alliance  with  the   humble 
worfhippers  of  the  majefiy  of  the  people,  the 
moft  determined  advocate  of  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  might  be  fecn  bund  in  hand  with 

the 
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the   great   purifier  of  the  conftitution.     Mr-  chap, 
Dundas  alfo  fpoke  in  ludicrous  ridicule,  as  well  v^^J 
as  pointed  reprobation  of  the  coalition,  which     ,?83» 
was  defended  with  great  humour  by  Burke, 
Sheridan,  and  Lee;    they  difplayed  the  hete- 
rogeneous compofition  of  the  miniftry,  derided 
the  lord  advocate  for  feating  himfelf  between  . 
Mr.   Pitt    and    Mr.   Thomas  IWnfbend,    his 
conftant  opponents,  and  reproached   him  for 
his  early  delation  of  his  old  colleague  lord 
North. 

Fox  defended  the  coalition  on  more  broad 
and  liberal  grounds.     If  men   of  honour,   he 
faid,  could  concur  in  points  of  great  national 
concern,  he  faw  no  reafon  for  calling  fuch  an 
event  an  unnatural  junction.     It  was  neither 
wife  nor  noble  to  maintain  eternal  animofities ; 
nor  was  it  juft  or  candid  to  retain   enmity, 
when  the  caufe  had  ceafed.     The  American  war 
caufed  the  hoftility  between  him  and  lord  North, 
that  being  terminated,  it  became  wife  and  can- 
did to  terminate  alfo  the  ill-will,  the  animofity, 
the  feuds,  and  the  rancour  it  had  occafioned. 
"  When  I  was  the  friend  of  lord  North,"  he 
continued,    "  I  found  him  open  and  lincere ; 
when  the  enemy,  honourable  and  manly  ;    he 
never  practifed  thofe  fubterfuges,  tricks,  and 
ftratagems,     thole    behind-hand    paltry    ma- 
noeuvres,   which  deitroy    confidence    between 
human  beings,  and  degrade  the  character  of  the 
ftatefman  and  the  man.     It  is  not  in  mv  nature 
to  bear  malice,  or  live  in  ill-will;    my  friend- 
fliips  are  perpetual,  my  enmities  not  fo :  amicitice 
ftmpiternie,  uiimicitue  placahiles" 

Renewed   attacks   from    Mr.  Powys,   Mr.  siftFeb, 
Pitt,   and   Sir  Cecil  Wray,  drew  forth,   in  an 
enfuing  debate,  more  explicit  and  detailed  vin- 
dications    Lord  John  CavendUh   cited  as   a 

o  o  %  precedent, 
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chap,    precedent,  the  famous   coalition  of  parties  in 
175  7,    which   refcued  the   country   from   the 


1783'  calamities  of  fluctuating  counfels,  .and  carried- 
it  to  an  unexampled  pitch  of  glory.  He  avowed 
with  pride  that  he  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
prefent  union,  Avhich  he  confidered  effential  to 
the  falvation  of  the  country.  Fox  repeated 
his  former  arguments,  adding,  that  the  coalition 
liad  arifen  only  from  the  neceffity  of  uniting  to 
preferve  the  conftitutional  vigour  of  the  ftate 
from  debility. 

Lord  North,  before  he  entered  into  a  de- 
fence of  the  coalition,  vindicated  his  own  cha- 
racter againft  fome  members  who  alierted,  that 
lie  was  indebted  only  to  an  excefs  of  lenity  in 
his  late  opponents  for  his  perfonal  fafety.     He 
reminded  them  that  he  had  never  abandoned 
his    character,    connections,   or  political  prin- 
ciples ;    he  had. ever  been  willing  fairly   and 
honourably  to  meet  the  moft  fcrupulous  in- 
quiry into  the  minuteft  a6tions  of  his  life,  and 
was  now  ready  to  bid  defiance  to  every  ipecie^ 
of  invefligation.     Confcious  of  innocence,  he 
was  under  no  apprehenfion  of  incurring  cenfure, 
or  deferring  punifhment.     In  the  coalition,  he 
faw  nothing  furprifing.      Lord  John  Cavendifh 
had  uniformly  difplayed  an  amiable  and  upright 
character,  patriotic  and  difmterefted  principles, 
and  a  manly  and  engaging  difpoiition.     Dif- 
ferences of  opinion  had  arifen  refpecting  mea- 
fures,  which  though  well  intended  had  unquef- 
tionably  proved   calamitous  ;    but  there  were 
times  and  circumftances,  and  emergencies,  when 
all  honourable  men  fhould  relinquish  perfonal 
feuds  and  party  animofities,  to  unite  in  gene- 
rous exertions  for  the  common  intereft.     "  It 
is  aifo  true,"  he  faid,    "  that  Mr.  Fox,  when 
warm  in  the  caufe  he  efpoufed,  has  not  unfre- 

quently 
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quently  made  me  the  butt  of  thofe  inexhaufti-  chap. 
ble  powers  of  afperity,  which  fo  eminently  dif-  ^XLV- 
tinguim  his  eloquence,  but  he  never  charged  17j3. 
me  with  want  of  integrity.  In  the  early  part 
of  his  career  I  knew  him  open, manly,  and  fincere, 
his  temper  was  warm,  but  his  nature  generous, 
and  while  I  admire  the  vaft  extent  of  his  un- 
deritandin°r,  I  can  relv  on  the  sroodnefs  of  his 
heart.  As  an  enemy,  I  have  always  found  him 
formidable,  but  in  proportion  as  I  had  reafon  to 
dread  him,  while  our  principles  were  adverle,  I 
anticipate  greater  proi peel;  of  fuccefs  now  that 
we  unite  with  one  mind  and  one  heart  in  the 
caufe  of  our  country.  And  let  me  hail  it  as 
an  aufpicious  circumitance  in  favour  of  our 
country,  that  thofe  who  were  divided  by  her 
hoftilities,  are  cemented  by  her  peace." 

Ix  parliament  fuch  arguments  as  thefe  might  Senfation 
have  produced  their  dehred  effect :  coalitions  of  *e 
of  political  leaders,  who  had  not  been  lefs  vio-  pu 
lent  in  mutual  oppofition  than  lord  North  and 
Mr.  Fox,  were  not  unprecedented,  nor  even 
uncommon ;  and  the  judgment  on  the  coalition 
would  have  been  referred,  as  all  fuch  tranfac- 
tions  mould  be,  not  to  the  caufes  but  effects. 
If  two  ftat-efmen,  from  actuation  of  hoftile  ex- 
afperation,  had  formed  an  amicable  union,  even 
for  mere  purpofes  of  ambition,  without  a  pre- 
tence to  public  fpirit,  it  could  not  operate  as  a 
j  u it  motive  for  their  inftantaneous  condemna- 
tion. A  jealous  vigilance  might  be  reafonably 
ixercifed,  and  their  actions  fcrutinized  with  the 
molt  fcrupulous  ftriclnefs,  but  their  conduct  in 
office  or  in  oppofition,  and  not  their  conjun- 
tion,  ihould  form  the  theme  of  cenfure.  Such 
is  the  liberal  manner  of  confidering  fuch  an 
-event;  fo  had  former  tranfactions  of  fimilar 
tendency  been  confidered  ;    and  the  fame  can- 

o  o  3  dour 
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chap,  dour  would  probably  have  been  extended  to 
^J-  the  prefent  cafe,  had  not  the  parties  in  oppoli- 
j783.  tion  to  lord  North  totally  altered  the  frame  of 
the  public  mind  on  fuch  topics.  Formed  them- 
felves  of  heterogeneous  and  contending  bodies, 
the  refidue  of  all  parties  and  connections,  their 
alarms  were  always  excited  by  mutual  jealoufy 
and  want  of  confidence.  None  trufted  in  the 
firmnefs  of  his  affociates;  but  all  were  appre- 
henfive  that  on  a  proper  invitation,  thofe 
with  whom  they  were  rather  combined  than 
connected,  would  deiert  their  caufe  and  unite 
with  the  mininry.  Hence  every  intimation  of 
the  necenity  of  union  among  public  men, 
was  received  with  violent  refentment  by  the 
oppofition;  and  thofe  who  acquired,  or  were 
fufpecled  of  an  intention  to  obtain  fituations 
under  government,  were  afiailed  with  cla- 
morous invectives,  as  betrayers  of  public  prin- 
ciple, and  deferters  from  the  caufe  of  the  coun- 
try. Fox  in  particular,  had  expreued  thofe 
fentiments  with  the  warmth  which  marked  his 
character;  and  for  which,  though  allowances 
might  be  made  by  men  of  difcernment,  they 
could  not  be  obtained  from  the  public,  Avho 
Were  conitantly  reminded  of  every  ra/h  or  ex^ 
aggerated  exprefnon,  which  the  heat  of  debate, 
or  the  necerTity  of  adding  force  to  a  political 
union,  might  have  engendered.  The  public 
had  been  made  arbiters  in  every  political  dif- 
pute ;  to  them  were  referred  the  characters, 
connections,  and  motives  of  ftatefmen,  and  their 
obfervations  were  often  directed  to  thofe,  when 
meafures  or  fyftems  alone  mould  have  engaged 
their  attention. 

It  was  not  therefore  a  difficult  talk  to  excite 

a  loud  and  inceflant  clamour  againit  the  late 

monnrous  (as  it  was  called)  coalition.     All  the 
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vehicles  of  flander  were  employed  to  diffufe  a  chap. 
hatred,  horror,  and  contempt  of  the  two  par-  xlv. 
ties  ;  every  unfavourable  impreffion,  which  had  ^T^Tf 
been  made  current  againft  lord  North,  was 
revived,  and  every  adverfe  declaration  of  Fox 
oftentatioufly  difplayed.  In  no  action  of  his 
life  had  Fox  difplayed  more  greatnefs  of  mind, 
and  lefs  difcernment,  than  in  the  coalition. 
The  imall  number  of  his  adherents  afforded  him 
little  hope  of  a  fpeedy  return  to  power ;  but  the 
vaft  extent  of  his  popularity,  the  luftre  refledt- 
ed  on  his  character  by  his  late  magnanimous 
refignation,  and  the  unpopularity  of  lord  Shel- 
burne,  rendered  him  more  formidable  as  an  op- 
ponent than  any  other  individual  in  the  king- 
dom. It  could  hardly  efcape  his  penetration, 
that  advantage  would  be  taken  of  his  intempe- 
rate declarations  in  parliament  while  lord  North 
was  minifter,  to  fully  the  coalition ;  but  per- 
haps he  relied  with  too  much  confidence  on 
his  own  powers,  or  on  the  predilection  of  the 
people,  to  think  that  fuch  efforts  would  be  at- 
tended with  permanent  fuccefs.  Of  the  mo-  6th March. 
mentary  difpofition  of  the  public,  he  had  a  mor- 
tifying fample  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  elec- 
tors of  VVeftminfter,  where  his  conduct,  was  in- 
veftigated  with  uncommon  feverity,  and  not- 
withstanding an  eloquent  defence  by  himfelf, 
and  the  labours  of  many  of  his  friends,  a  vote, 
approving  his  general  public  conduct,  was  ob- 
tained with  difficulty,  and  another  in  the  fame 
words  was  palled  in  favour  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray, 
the  diftinguiilied  opponent  of  the  coalition/ 

Lord  North  made  ftili  "rcatcr  facrifices 
than  Fox.  His  perfonal  character  was  daily 
triumphing     over    the    calumnies    advanced 

*  See  the  proceedings  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  xv.  p.  105. 
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chap,  again  ft  him  while  in  office,  and  the  number  of* 
xlv.  }-jjs  adherents  was  daily  augmenting.  He  held 
1783.  the  balance  of  political  power;  he  received 
applications  from  both  parties,  but  made  none. 
He  was  fcnfiblethat  he  would  maintain  a  more 
exalted  political  fituation  by  remaining:  uncon- 
nected with  either  of  the  other  parties,  but 
he  perceived  that  government,  expofed  to  the 
mifchiefs  of  a  double  oppohtion,  detracted  in  its 
operations  at  fo  critical  a  period,  and  impeded 
in  its  progrefs  towards  the  reiloration  of  calm 
and  regularity,  would  ceafe  to  be  efficient  or 
refpectable.  He  facrificedj  therefore,  his  pri- 
vate wiibes,  and  acceded  to  propofais  which 
tendered  the  fmallelt  hopes  of  advantage,  ac* 
companied  with  the  greateft  portion  of  inevit- 
able obloquy. 

Miniftenal       The  violence  which  prevailed  in  appeals  to 

imen-eg--  the  public,  pervaded  all  fociehes,  and  occa- 
sioned an  uncommon  ferment  throughout  the 
nation.  The  firfi.  lord  of  the  treafury  had  rea- 
ligned, and  the  other  members  of  adminiftra- 
tion  declared  they  only  retained  their  fitua- 
tions  till  a  new  cabinet  could  be  formed;  but 
the  arrangements  were  fo  befet  with  diffieul- 
ties,  that  days  and  weeks  elapfed  without  ter- 
minating the  folicHude  of  the  public.  At  an 
important,  and  eventful  crjfis  the  kingdom  was 
left  without  an  efficient  or  refponiible  admini- 
it  rat  ion;  while  confuiion  and  dilcord  bore  fad 
teftimony  of  .the  rtiifery  of  that  unconftitn- 
tional  ftate,  which  in  the  language  of  the  day 

Itekteb.  "vvas  termed  a  minifterial  interregnum.  Tour 
days  after  the  cenfure  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons on  the  articles  of  peace,  Dundas  moved 
an  a<Jiournment  for  three  davs,  to  afford 
time   for   completing    the   new    cabinet;  the 

motion 
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"motion  was  granted,  but  when  the  houfe  re-    chap. 
afiembled,  the  fubjecl:  was  not  mentioned.  XLV- 

After   a  long-  procraftination,    Mr.    Coke,      ,7g3, 
member  for  Norfolk,  gave  notice,   that  unlefs  -sth  Feb. 
an  adminiftration  Mas  formed  in  three  days  he  isthMar. 
would  propoie  an  addrefsto  the  king.     He  was  ^J™^ 
induced    to   poitpone   his    intention;    but    at  j,&. 
length  in  an  unufually  full  houfe,  he  moved  h'-'M"'- 
a  requeft  that  his  majefty  would  coniider  the 
diftrafted  and   unfettled  itate   of  the  empire, 
and  comply  with  the  willies  of  the  houfe,    by 
forming  an  adminiftration  entitled  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  and  fuck  as  might  tend 
to  terminate  the  unfortunate  divifions  and  dif- 
tra&ions  of  the  country.     In  a  long  and  ye- 
hement  debate,  the  ftate  of  parties  was  difcuf- 
ed,  the  coalition  reprobated  and  defended,  and 
this  motion   cenfured  by  fbme   as  in  iuvaiioii 
of  the  royal  prerogative-.     The  imputation  of 
fecret   influence  was  revived,   and  directly  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  who  made  an  able  ai;d 
candid   reply.     The  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
he  laid,   was  not  fo    limited    as    to    proiVn-e 
any  privy   couufellor   from    the    prefence    of 
liis  fovereign ;    no   fecret  influence   had    ever 
exifted;    but  when    the    king  was  graeioi 
pleated  to  require  his  attendance  he  was  obliged 
to   obey   the  fummons.       He  had   more   than 
once  in  the  iaft  five  weeks  been  with  His 
jetty,  but  never  went  except  on  official  buiineis, 
and  when  expvefsiy  required.     The  idea  of  ic- 
cret  influence  was  a  popular  trap  for  the  mul- 
titude;   it   exifted  only   in   imagination,    s     I 
was  brought  forward  for    political    purpofes. 
lie  appealed  to    lord   North,  with  whom  he 
bad  the  honour  of'ferving  ten  years,  whether 
the  fecret  influence  fo  infidioufly  hinted  ever 
had  exifience:  he  claimed  an  explicit  declara- 
tion, and  from  a  well-founded  confidence  in 

his 
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chap,  his  lordfliip's  innate  principles  of  honour,  would 

xlv.    abide  by  his  determination.     Lord  Thurlow, 

1783.     who  was  alfo  alluded  to  as  one  of  the  fecret 

advifers,  was  equally  exculpated  by  Mr.  Jen- 

kinfon. 

Lord  North  anfwered  this  appeal  with  his 
ufual  integrity  and  candour,  difdaining  to 
fwell  the  popular  cry  againft  an  opponent  by 
falfe  or  equivocal  ftatements ;  he  owned  that, 
during  his  adminiftration,  he  had  never  found 
any  fecret  influence  lurking  behind  the  throne 
which  fruftrated  his  intentions.  He  had  often 
received  advice  from  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  but 
never  knew  that  he  gave  counfel  to  his  fove- 
reign  which  he  could  not  publicly  juftify.  He 
extended  limilar  teftimony  to  lord  Thurlow, 
declaring  that  he  had  always  found  him  an  able, 
honeft,  and  upright  man,  and  believed  him 
worthy  of  the  office  he  rilled.  The  motion 
was  carried  with  only  four  diffentient  voices. 
ijth.  The  king  returned  a  gracious  anfwer  to  the 

addrefs;    but   the  difficulties    which   impeded 
the  arrangement  were  not  yet  obviated,  and 
31ft.  the  earl  of  Surrev  moved  a  refolution,   declar- 

ing  the  interpofition  of  the  houfe  neceflary  on 
this  alarming  crifis.  Mr.  Pitt  reprobated  the 
propofal,  as  conveying  a  difrefpcclful  reflec- 
tion on  the  king's  promife ;  lord  John  Ca- 
vendifh  and  lord  North  alfo  declaring  difap- 
probation,  lord  Surrey  withdrew  it,  fubfti- 
tuting  a  motion  for  an  addrefs,  declaring 
that  delays  in  a  matter  fo  momentous  as 
forming  an  adminiftration,  would  tend  to 
weaken  the  authority  of  government,  retard 
pacific  arrangements,  and  perpetuate  diftrefs 
and  confufion  An  acrimonious  debate  en- 
fued,  in  which  Mr.  Dundas  infmuated    that 

the 


GEORGE    III.  571 

the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  having-  that  chap. 
day  refigned  his  fituation,   no  further  diihcnl-    ^^, 
ties   would   arife.      Mr.  Pitt   had   always  de-     ,7gs. 
clared  that  he  only  retained  his  office  till  a 
fuccefibr  could  be  nominated ;   and  it  Mould 
not  have  been  repugnant  to  the  wiihes  of  any 
party  that  he  mould  retain  his  place,  could  other 
confiftent  arrangements  have  been  perfected. 

The  motion  was  withheld  from  a  decifion ;  id  April. 
and  a  new  adminiftration  was  foon  announced  ^ew  mini"' 
to  the  houfe.  The  cabinet  was  compofed  of 
the  duke  of  Portland,  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
sury, lord  North  and  Air.  Fox  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  lord  John  Cavendim  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  lord  Keppel  firft  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty, lord  Stormont  prefident  of  the  council, 
and  the  earl  of  Carliile  lord  privy  feal. 

The  great  feal  was  given  in  coramiflion  to 
lord  Loughborough,  Mr.  juftice  Ailihurft,  and 
Mr.  baron  Hothani;6  and  lord  Mansfield  was 
appointed  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  lord 
vifcount  Townlhend  was  malter-general,  Mr. 
Courtenay  furveyor-general,  and  Mr.  Adam 
treai'urer  of  the  ordnance.  Colonel  Fitzpa- 
trick  fecretary  at  war,  Burke  payinafter  of 
the  forces,  and  Mr.  Charles  Townlhend  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy.  Lord  Sandwich  accepted 
the  rangerfhip  of  St.  James's  and  Hyde  Parks, 
the  earl  of  Cholmondeley  was  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  yeoman  of  the  guards,  the  earl  of 
Jerfey  captain  of  the  band  of  penfioners,  and 
lord  Hinchinbrooke  matter  of  the  buck- 
hounds,  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Lee  regained  the 
offices  of  attorney  and  folicitor-general,   Shcri- 

%  The  duke  of  Richmond  made  a  motion,  3d  June,  to  declare  the 
appointment  of  Judges  to  aft  as  commiifioners  of  the  great  lea!,  an 
infringement  of  the  13th  of  William  III.  ;  which  after  a  long  debate 
was  rejected  without  a  division, 

dan 
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chap,  dan  and  Richard  Burke  were  fecretaries  to  the 

ijf^j    treafury,  and  the  honourable  Mr.  St.  John  and 

1783.     colonel  North  under  fecretaries  of  ftate.     The 

viceroyalty  of  Ireland  was   conferred  on  the 

earl  of  Nbrthington,  Mr.  William  Windham 

was  appointed  fecretary,  and  Mr.  Eden  vice- 

treafurer  of  that  kingdom. 

Commer-         One  of  the  moll  interefting  objects,  the  de^ 

ciai  inter-    cjfj0n  on  v,  hicn  ftemcd  partly  fufpended  dur- 

courlewith    .  ..  ..„.-*.  J  l  . 

America  ing  the  late  miniiterial  interregnum,  was  the 
regulated,  eftabli  foment  of  a  commercial  intercourfe  with 
America.  This  fubjeet  claimed  the  early  at- 
tention of  the  legiflature,  Mr.  Hartley  having 
iSthjan.  on  the  day  after  the  provifional  articles  were 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  recommended  an  inftant 
repeal  of  the  reftraining  acl.  But  howevrer 
preiling  the  consideration  of  the  fubjeel;  might 
feem,  the  moft  eminent  orators  in  parliament 
did  not  appear  to  have  formed  a  juft  and  well 
founded  fyftem,  but  evinced  a  readinefs  to 
•rifque  the  whole  commercial  welfare  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  a  preference 
in  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  an  undue  and  even  ridiculous  value  was 
affixed.  The  minilhy  were  blamed  for  not 
submitting  to  the  houfe  a  project  for  securing 
the  trade  of  America;  combinations  of  other 
countries,  to  the  difad  vantage  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  frauds  by  the  merchants  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia  •were  apprehended ;  and  it  was 
even  faid  that  not  only  the  reftraining  acl 
ought  to  be  repealed,  but  the  navigation  laws 
mould  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  the  two  countries. 

Bills  were  accordingly  brought  in  for  re- 
pealing  the  reftraining  act,  and  eftablifhing  a 
provifional  intercourfe  with  America.  The 
former  palled  without  much  difficulty  :  in  dif- 

cuiTmg 
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eliding-  the  other,  fome  enlightened  and  judi-  chap. 
cious  members  gave  opinions  which  rectified  J^^j 
the  judgment  of  the  houfe  on  the  value  of  1783. 
American  commerce,  and  inculcated  a  proper 
regard  for  the  Britifh  navigation  law,  the  trade 
of  the  Weft  India  iilands,  and  the  commercial 
intercourfe  with  Ruffia  and  other  nations  ;  lord 
Sheffield  and  Mr.  Eden  difplayed  great  ability 
in  thefe  debates  ;  and  lord  Sheffield,  through  the 
medium  of  the  prefsh  rendered  an  elfential  fer- 
vice  to  the  country,  by  imparting  minute,  pre- 
cife,  and  copious  information,  accompanied 
with  fane  and  liberal  maxims  refpecting  gene- 
ral policy  and  colonial  principles,  tending  at 
once  to  eftablim  the  real  interefts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  render  her  intercourfe  with  her  late 
colonies  permanent,  advantageous,  and  ho- 
nourable to  both.  Finally,  a  temporary  bill 
palled  which  became  annual,  abrogating  the 
requifition  of  certain  inftruments  from  mips  be- 
longing- to  the  United  States,  and  veiling  in 
the  king  the  power  of  regulating  the  commer-  May. 
cial  intercourfe. 

Another  fubje<5t  connected  with  America, 
which  claimed  the  attention  of  parliament,  was 
the  cafe  of  the  loyaliits.  Great  commiferation 
of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  was  expreffed  in 
the  debates  on  the  provifional  articles  of  peace; 
the  conduct  of  Philip  III.  of  Spain  was  fre- 
quently cited  in  reproof  of  the  Britiih  ininiltry. 
On  concluding  a  truce  with  the  United  States 
of  Holland  in  1G09,  he  obtained  for  his  adhe- 
rents the  enjoyment  of  their  eftates,  which 
was  afterwards  fecured  to  them  and  their  heirs 

h  OWcrvations  on  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
and  of  the  American  States.  They  gave  a  greater  detail  of  the  com- 
parative Date  of  navigation,  manufacture,  and  trade,  than  had  been 
p)ibli(h:d  befoie, 

by 
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chap,   Dv  the   treaty   of  Munfter  in   1648;    but  the 

C~s-Lj    lovalifts  of  America,  who  had  foregone  their 

1783.      all  for  Great  Britain,  had  no  refource  but  a 

recommendation  of  congrefs  to  the  provincial 

14th  June.  legislatures.  Parliament  was  informed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feffion,  that  although  congrefs 
had  recommended  the  lovalifts,  thev  would  be 
obliged  to  quit  for  ever  the  American  conti- 
nent, to  avoid  the  implacable  fury  of  their  re- 

s-th.  publican  countrymen.  As  an  earneft  of  their 
further  intentions,  parliament,  in  a  commit- 
tee of  fupply,  granted  to  the  American  officers, 
who  had  ferved  in  volunteer  corps,  their  half- 
pay.  Some  differences  of  opinion  prevailed  on 
the  propriety  of  this  meafure,  which  was  par- 
ticularly fupported  by  lord  Sheffield,  for  the 
purpoie  of  fecuring  ibme  immediate  help  for 
the  military;  both  fides  of  the  houfe,  however, 
concurring  in  cordial  and  generous  fentiments 
towards  the  honourable  victims  of  perfecution, 
an  ael  was  palled,  appointing  commiflioners 
to  inquire  into  their  loifes  and  fervices,  with  a 
view  of  making  compenfation. 

Pehateson       The  general  proceedings  of  this  feffion  were 

ibeloan.  remarkable  for  the  eagernefs  with  which  the 
oppofing  parties  contended  in  the  race  of  po- 
pularity. The  new  minifiry  were  compelled, 
by  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  to  negotiate  a 
loan  of  twelve  millions  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year,  and  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  pay- 
ing the  intereir,  with  unufual  difpatch.     The 

5th  May.  terms  were  arraigned  with  great  feverity;  and 
lord  Shelburne  made  a  condemnatory  motion, 
which  he  fupported  with  ability.  An  act  which 
inipofed  a  fmall  ftamp  duty  on  receipts  for 
money  paid,  was  defcanted  on  with  peculiar 
invidioufnefs;  and  as  it  was  eafy  to  alarm  the 
trading  intereft,    a  confiderable   clamour  was 

excited, 
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excited.     Fortunately  the  miniftry  were  fuffi-   chap. 
eiently  firm  not  to  relinquiih,  in  confequence    .J^Yv 
of  an   ill-judged  refinance,    a  tax  which   has      178s. 
fince  been  much  improved,  and  found  benefi- 
cial and  produclive  :  it  was,  however,  an  inex- 
hauftible  theme  of  invective. 

Under  the  influence  of  Burke,  an  act  was  Economi- 
palfed,  amending;  the  Itatute  of  laft  year  for  re-  f*nJ£~ 
gulating  the  office  of  paymafter;    and   under 
the  aufpices  of  Pitt,   a  bill  paffed  the  lower 
houfe  for  introducing  economial  reforms  into 
the  treafury  offices,    but  was  rejected  by  the 
lords.       Several  acrimonious  motions   on  the 
fubjeel  of  penfions,  granted  to  lord  Thurlow,  co- 
lonel Barre,  and  other  eminent  public  charac- 
ters, difplayed  the  activity  of  party  without  pro- 
ducing any  permanent  effecl.     A  bill  introduc-  3^  June. 
ed  by  lord  Mahon,  for  preventing  bribery  and 
corruption  at  elections,  was   alfo  unfuccefsful;  » 5th  May. 
and  Sawbridge's  annual  motion  for  a  reform  of 
parliament  met  with  its  ufual  fate. 

From  thefe  efforts  the  public  had  not  per-  Pitt's  mo- 
haps  formed   any  fanguine  expectations,   but  tl0fn  for  J 
ever  fince  the  failure  of  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  of  parliament, 
laft  year,  ftrenuous  exertions  had  been  made 
to   obtain    lrrong    declarations    as  well  from 
chartered  and  political,  as  from  felf-conftituted 
bodies,   in  favour  of  a  parliamentary   reform. 
Many  petitions  were  p relented  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  as  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  known  pa- 
tron of  the  meafure,   attempts  were  not  want- 
ing to  impel  him  to  introduce  it  before  the 
change  of  miniftry.   Thcfehe  evaded  with  s;reat 
dexterity;  but  when  the  ordinary  bufmefs  was 
completed,   he  obtained  a  call  of  the  houfe, 
and   brought  forward  three   reiblutions,    firft,  7th  May. 
that  it  was  neceflary  to  adopt  meafures   for 
preventing  bribery  and  expencc  at  elections;  fe- 

cond, 
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CHAP,  cond,  when  the  majority  of  voters  in  a  bo- 
v^v-  rough  fhould  be  con  viewed  of  corruption,  the  bo-» 
1783.  rough  mould  be  disfranchised,  and  the  minority, 
not  convicted,  entitled  to  vote  for  the  county; 
and  third,  that  ap  addition  mould  be  made  to 
the  county  members,  and  representatives  of  the 
metropolis. 

Ix  recommending  his  refolutions,  Mr.  Pitt 
pronounced  an  animated  eulogy  on  the  Britifh 
conftitution;  while  England  remained  under  a 
government  perfectly  free,  he  obferved,  the 
never  failed  to  perform  exploits  which  dazzled 
the  neighbouring  nations.  But  a  melancholy 
feries  of  events  had  eclipfed  the  glory  of  Bri- 
tain, exhibiting  a  reverie  of  fortune  which 
could  be  accounted  for  only  by  acknowledg- 
ing that,  during  the  laft  fifteen  years,  there  had 
been  a  deviation  from  the  principles  of  that 
happy  conftitution  under  which  the  people  had 
fo  long  flourished.  He  then  entered  into  a 
hiftory  of  the  efforts,  which  of  late  years  hacl 
been  made  for  Satisfying  the  people  on  this  im- 
portant Subject :  a  fpirit  of  fpeculatiou  had 
«;one  forth,  and  a  variety  of  fchem.es  founded 
in  vifionary  and  impracticable  ideas  of  reform, 
were  Suddenly  produced.  It  was  not  for  him, 
with  unhallowed  hands,  to  touch  the  venerable 
pile  of  the  conftitution;  to  fee  it  in  need  of 
repair  was  Sufficiently  melancholy ;  but  the 
more  he  revered,  the  more  he  wiihed  to  Secure 
its  duration  to  the  lateft  posterity,  and  the 
greater  he  felt  the  neceffity  of  guarding  againil 
its  decay.  He  had  therefore  abandoned  the 
principle  which  he  fuggefted  laft  year;  and  his 
prefent  object  was  not  to  innovate,  but  rather 
renew  and  invigorate  the  Spirit  of  t]ie  conftitu- 
tion. without  deviating  materially  from  its  pre* 
fent  form, 

Among 
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Among  the  expedients  for  reftoring  the  con-  chap. 
ftitution,  and  excluding  the  influence  of  the  ^L^v 
crown  from  parliament,  he  had  principally  »7«i. 
heard  of  three ;  one  was  to  extend  the  right 
of  voting  for  members  of  parliament  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  indifcrimi- 
nately.  This  proportion  was  founded  on  the 
principle  that  men  ought  only  to  he  governed 
by  laws  to  which  they  had  given  their  confent, 
but  he  utterly  rejected  and  condemned  it,  as  a 
libel  on  the  wifdom  of  thofe  renowned  ances- 
tors, who,  in  the  fulnefs  of  their  wifdom,  form- 
ed the  conftitution  for  the  government  of  free- 
men, not  of  flaves.  If  this  doctrine  mould 
prevail,  all  who  voted  for  unfuccefsful  candi- 
dates mnft  be  flaves,  and  the  members  mult  be 
flaves  to  laws  made  again!!  their  wills,  and  in 
repugnance  to  their  votes.  Members  once 
choien  were  in  effect  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple including  thofe  who  did  not  vote,  and 
even  thofe  whole  Suffrages  were  againft  them; 
the  propofed  innovation  would  infer  that  no 
houfe  of  commons  ever  had  been  a  true  and 
conftitutional  reprefentation  of  the  people  ;  for 
no  houfe  of  commons  had  been,  of  could  be 
elected  by  all  the  men  in  the  kingdom.  Ano- 
ther plan  was  to  disfranchife  all  thofe  which  in 
common  fpeech  were  termed  rotten  boroughs. 
The  project  was  fpecious;  but  though  he  con- 
fidered  them  as  deformities  which  disfigured 
the  fabric  of  the  conftitution,  he  feared  they 
could  not  be  removed  without  endangering  the 
whole  pile.  But  though  unwilling  to  diilblve, 
he  would  endeavour  by  his  plan  to  reftrain 
them  as  much  as  pofiible  from  injuring  the  con- 
ftitution. This  brought  him  to  the  third  plan, 
that  of  adding  to  the  houfe  a  certain  number 
of  members  returned  by  the  counties  and  the 

vol.  in.  v  ?  metropolis1: 
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chap,  metropolis ;  and  as  thefe  members  appeared  leaft 
vj^*,  liable  to  the  influence  of  corruption,  he  approv- 
17S3.  ed  the  mcafure,  and  though  he  would  not  fix 
a  fpeeiiic  number  in  his  motion,  it  ought 
not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  lei's  than  a  hundred. 
The  houib  would  then  bs  more  numerous  than 
could  be  wifhed;  but  better  it  ihould  be  fo 
than  the  liberties  of  the  country  endangered 
by  the  baleful  influen.ee  of  the  crown;  and  the 
disfranchifement  of  boroughs,  where  the  voters 
were  convicled  of  corruption,  would  reduce,  by 
degrees,  the  number  of  members  of  parliament 
to  a  proper  ftandard. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  fupported  the  motion; 
but  thinking  a  hundred  additional  members 
too  many,  he  propofed  that  the  increafe  mould 
be  only  one  representative for  each  county  in 
England  and  Wales.  Deprecating  all  mifre- 
prefentations  which  might  arife  from  his  pecu- 
liar fituation  as  proprietor  of  Old  Sarum,  he 
requeued  leave  to  furrender  it  into  the  hands 
of  parliament  as  9.  voluntary  facrifice,  as  a  vic- 
tim to  be  offered  up  at  the  mrine  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  Should  the  tender  be  accepted,  he 
wiihed  to  recommend  that  the  power  of  return- 
ing two  members  mould  be  transferred  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  bank  of  England. 

Fox  alio  argued  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
but  treated  with  deriiion  the  offer  of  Mr.  Tho- 
inns  Pitt,  who,  he  laid,  had,  notwithstanding 
his  fine  flourishes,  made  an  offer  which  he 
knew  could  not  be  accepted.  It  had  a  great 
found,  but  its  real  was  far  inferior  to  its  appa- 
rent merit. 

Mr.  DuxdaS  gave  his  reafons  for  voting 
in  fupport  of  the  refolutions ;  but  both  he  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  incurred  the  ridicule  of 
Sheridan,  as  new  profelytes  to  Mr.  William 
Pitt. 

While 
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While  tlie  advocates  of  the  meafure  were  chap 
thus  difeordant  among  themfelves,  its  opponents  xlv. 
purfued  a  more  confident  mode  of  conduct. 
Mr.  Powys,  the  firft  fpeaker  on  that  fide,  de- 
fcribed  the  artifices  ufed  to  inflame  tlie  public 
expectation,  and  procure  petitions  ;  he  ana- 
lyzed the  reiblutions  of  the  county  meetings, 
and  the  petitions  before  the  houfe,  and  proved 
that  the  meafures  propofed  were  not  qualified 
to  fatisfy  the  petitioners.  He  ihewed  from  the 
publications  of  two  affociations,  called  the 
Conftitutional  Society,  and  the  Quintuple  Alli- 
ance, that  univerfal  fuffrage  alone  could  be 
adequate  to  their  pretentions.  The  whole 
number  of  petitioners  did  not  exceed  twenty 
thoufand  :  and  neither  Manchefter,  Birmina:- 
ham,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  or  Halifax,  great  un- 
reprefented  manufacturing  towns,  were  on  the 
lift.  The  flowers  of  oratory  had  been  employed 
in  decorating  thofe  happy,  virtuous,  halcyon 
days,  when  England  was  fo  bleiled  in  a  chalte 
and  equal  reprefentation;  but  he  wiflied  to  be 
reminded  in  whofe  reign  that  uncormpt  and 
virtuous  reprefentation,  and  at  what  period  of 
hiftory  that  perfect  equality  exitled. 

Lord  North  oppofed  the  motion,  in  a 
fpeech  equally  diftinguifhed  for  brilliant  wit 
and  folid  argument.  On  the  difference  of 
opinion,  reflecting  the  number  of  additional 
knights  of  the  lhire  to  be  returned,  he  ufed  a 
fportive  allufion  to  the  tragedy  of  King  Lear; 
where  the  abdicated  monarch  requires  in  his 
train  a  hundred  knights,  one  of  his  daughters 
confents  to  allow  him  fifty ;  but  I,  he  faid, 
like  the  other  daughter,  will  not  con  lent  to 
one,  a  no  not  one."  The  petitions  which  had 
been  obtained,  proceeded  from  infinitely  the 
minority  in  each  county.     That  from    York- 

a/  t 
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chap,  mire,  great  and  extenfive  as  it  was,  came  re- 
J^^j  commended  only  by  nine  thonfand  names  ;  that 
1783.  of  Suffolk  was  figned  only  by  the  fheriff ;  a 
proof  that  the  fheriff  of  Suffolk  wifhed  for 
reform,  but  not  that  it  Avas  defired  by  the  peo- 
ple. From  a  number  fo  comparatively  fmall  as 
twenty  thoufand  names  fubferibed  to  the  peti- 
tions, was  it  credible  that  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole  people  of  England  could  be  collected  ? 
And  how  had  thofe  petitions  been  obtained  ? 
Not  from  the  public,  but  a  prejudiced  part  of 
the  public.  The  affizes  were  held  twice,  the 
feflions  four  times  in  every  year;  on  thefe  oc- 
casions the  people  met  in  the  moft  fair  and  in- 
difcriminate  manner;  but  were  the  fig-natures 
to  petitions  taken  then  ?  No ;  country  meet- 
ings as  they  were  called  were  held  ;  projectors 
with  fet  fpeeches  and  ready  framed  petitions 
came  prepared  to  meet  a  number  of  prejudiced 
people,  invited  to  fign  what  was  ready  for  their 
lignature  :  the  queftion  was  begged  or  bor- 
rowed, or  hofpitably  ftolen,  to  accommodate 
the  craving  appetites  of  fuch  craving  guefts. 
Thofe  who  neither  liked  the  invitation  nor  the 
fare,  prudently  remained  at  home ;  and  the 
houfe  was  to  decide  whether  they  would  pay 
refpeel  to  the  few  reformers  or  the  contented 
multitude. 

Alluding  to  an  insinuation,  that  bad  mi- 
niiters  were  continued  in  office  contrary  to  the 
voice  of  the  people,  by  the  over-ruling  influ- 
ence of  the  crown,  lord  North  laid,  "  I  will 
not  affect  to  think  the  ftroke  is  not  levelled 
at  me;  but,  I  truit  the  candid  and  difcerning 
part  of  the  houfe  will  fee  that  the  attack  is 
moft  unjuft.  I  was  not,  when  firit  honoured 
with  office,  a  minifter  of  chance,  or  a  creature 
of   whom  parliament  had  no  experience.      I 

was 
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was   found    among  you.       I    had    been  long  chap. 
known  to  you  ;  I  obtained  your  fupport;  when    J^^\ 
that  fupport  was  withdrawn,  I  ceafed  to  be  a      1783. 
minifter.     I  Mas  the  creature  of  parliament  in 
my  rife;  when  I  fell  I  was  its  victim.     I  came 
among  you  without  connection ;  here   I  was 
fir  ft  known;  you  raifed  me  up,  you  pulled  me 
down.     I  have  been  the  creature  of  your  opi- 
nion and  your  power;  and  the  hiftory  of  my 
political    life  is    one  proof*   which    will   ftand 
againft  and  overturn  the  wild  aflertions,  that 
there   is    a  corrupt   influence    in   the    crown, 
which  deitroys  the  independence  of  this  houfe. 
Does  my  hiltory  fliew  the  undue  influence  of 
the  crown  ?  Or  does  it  not,   on  the  contrary, 
prove  the  potent  efficacy  of  the  public  voice? 
It  then  that  voice  is  fo  powerful  as  to  remove 
whatever  may  be  difpiealing  to  the  opinions 
of   the  country,    what  need    is   there   of  this 
paraded    reformation?"       "One   gentleman," 
he    proceeded,    "  fays,  give   the  people    fifty 
knights,  and  then   make  your  ftand. — I  oppofe 
this  idea — begin  with  innovation,  and  there  is 
no   knowing   where   you  will    ftop — like    the 
gravity  of  a  finking  body,  its  velocity  increafes 
in  proportion  to  its  weight.     '\  he  addition  of 
one  hundred,  or  even  of  fifty  county  members, 
would  give  a  decided  fupenority  to  the  landed 
intereft  over  the  commercial  ;    and    it  is  the 
beauty  of    the    conftitution  of    the  houfe   of 
commons,  that  like  the  general  fabric  of  the 
Britiih  legiflature,  it  provides  for,  and  preferves 
the  due  balance,   between  the  feveral  great  in- 
terefts  of  the  empire,    the   landed,  the   com- 
mercial,  and  the  monied.     But  let  us  not  be- 
gin ;  Principiis  objia.     Let  us  a<5t   like   men. 
We  are  not  the  deputies,  but  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people.     We  are  not  to   refer  to  them 

p  p  3  before 
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C^tvP"  bdWe  we  determine.  We  (land  here  as  they 
would  ftand;  to  uie  our  own  difcretion,  with- 
out feeking  any  other  guidance  under  heaven. 
In  a  word,  as  no  defect  in  the  conftitution  has 
been  proved,  as  we  have  heard  nothing-  but 
declamation  and  furmife,  to  warrant  fo  awetul 
and  lb  important  a  meafure,  as  an  innovation 
on  the  form  of  that  venerable  palladium,  which 
ages  have  fanelified,  let  me  conjure  you  to  re- 
jecl — what,  if  adopted,  muft  inevitably  lead  to 


rum." 


The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four.1 
17th  June.       Another  meafure  of  a  popular  nature  was 
tiontr1'    %*%  difcuffed    in   the  houfe  of  commons. 
aboiifhing   A    bill  for  regulating  the  flave  trade  having 
the  nave      been  introduced,  the  quakers  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  implore  of  parliament,  the  total  abo- 
lition of  the  traffic  ;  but  after  a  iliort  debate, 
the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  incident  in  itfelf  would  not  deferve  com- 
memoration, but  as  the  firft  effort  on  a  fubjecr. 
which    has    hnce   occafioned    ftrenuous    exer- 
tions, and  produced  violent  diverfities  of  opi- 
nion,   as    well  in   parliament,    as   among  the 
public. 
»3<J.  The  only  remaining  fubject  of  importance, 

eibbHii"      wfrich   engaged  the   attention    of  parliament, 
mentoftha  was  a  menage  from  the  king  to  both  houfes, 
prince  of     requiring  a  feparate  eftablifhment  for  the  prince 
ot    Wales,   who  was  now  arrived  at  the  age  or 
*jth,      maturity.     His  majeftv  agreed  to  allow  to  the 
heir  apparent,  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  out 
of  the  civil  lift;  but,  in  confederation  that  the 
revenue  fo   reduced   could  not  bear  any  fur- 
ther burthen,  parliament  granted  to  the*  king 

1  293  to  149. 
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an  aid  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds  to  equip  the    chap. 
prince  in  a  manner  fuited  to  his  dignity.  xlv. 

At   an   advanced   period    of   the  year,    the    '""TV"' 
king  terminated  the  feffion,  thanking  the  houfe  isth  July. 
of  commons  for  enabling  him  to  make  provi-  C!"'- 
fion  for  the  prince  of  Wales.  feffion- 

His  majcity  alio  expretied  regret  at  not  be*   Definitive 
ing  able  to  announce  the  completion   of  the  fewies  of 
delinitive  treaties;  but  after  the  fignature  of  S,'^" 
preliminaries  every  difficulty   vanhhed,   except 
thole  which  arofe  from  the  unfcitled  ftate  of  the 
I'ritim  government,  and  thofe  which  origunat- 
ed  in  a  ftw  captures  made  fubfequent  to   the 
commencement  of  negotiations.     For  the  fake 
of  compliment,  the  emperor  of  Germany   and 
emprefs  of  Rulha  were  admitted  as  mediators; 
but  the  compacts  were  arranged   without  their 
aliiirance,  though  formally  iauetioned  by  the 
declaratory    attestations     of    their    minifters. 
Holland,   under  the   influence   of  France,  ac-  ad  Sept. 
ceded  to  preliminaries  on  the   bails   or  mutual 
reftitntion,   except   the   town   of    Xcgapatam, 
which  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain.     The  defi- 
nitive treaties  with  France,  Spain,   and  Ame- 
rica, were  executed  on  the  enliung  day,  3d  Sept. 
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command,  and  retires  with  honours  and  accla- 
mations.—  Cincinnati.  —  Debts  and  embar- 
rafjinents  of  America.  —  State  of  France — 
Spain — Holland.  —  Conduct  of  the  imperial 
courts. — State  of  Great  Britain.  — Inter- 
view  of  Mr.  Adams  with  the  king.  —  General 
remarks. 


CHAP. 
XLVl. 


America. 


PReat  Britain  having  now  emerged  from 
the  moft  extraordinary  conteft  in  which  a 
1783.  nation  had  ever  engaged,  and  refpecling  the 
yiewofthe  termination  of  which  the  moft  gloomy  fore- 
late  belli-  bodings  had  been  entertained,  it  only  remains 
gerent        to  revjew  ner  fituation  in  comparifon  with  other 

powers.  .  .  r       . 

powers,  and  particularly  thole  with  whom   me 
had  been  engaged  in  hoftilities. 

Among  thefe,  America firit claims, attention, 
as  well  becaufe  me  was  the  original  fource  of 
conteft,  as  from  the  novelty  of  her  political 
relation  to  other  ftates.  Colonies  planted  and 
eitablifhed  in  peace,  foftered,  protected,  and  en- 
riched by  the  mother-country,  had  emancipated 
themfeives  from  her  reitrajnt,  and  formed  a 
ieparate,  and  in  fome  refpeets  hoped  to  become 
a  rival  eftabliftiment.  To  Catholic  and  de- 
spotic monarchs,  Proteftant  republicans  were 
indebted  for  that  fupport,  which  enabled  them 
to  maintain  principles  of  hatred  and  contempt 

of 
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of  kings,  to  fpurn  at  all  rule  but  that  of  a  chap. 
leo-iflative  elective  body,  and  to  alloc  i  ate  with     XLvr- 
the  ideas  of  freedom   and  natural  right,  thofe      1783. 
of  republicanifm  and   national   equality.      If 
from  motives  of  gratitude,  the  newly  created 
ftates  might  be  expected   to  court   continual 
alliance;  and  give  exclufive  preference  to  France 
and  Spain,  other  caufes,  not  lefs  cogent,  natu- 
rally tended  to  regenerate  partialities  towards 
Great  Britain.     No  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Ame- 
rica was  obfcure  or  uncertain  ;    the  period   to 
which   all   other  nations  are  obliged   to  refer 
their  origin,  commonly  called    "  the  night  of 
time,"    with  them  had  no  exiftence.      Every 
record,  every  reminifcence  brought  back  their 
vwcient  connection,  their  indifputable  origina- 
tion ;  and  if  the  heat  of  party,  or  the  perverfion 
of  hiftorical  fact,  for  the  purpofes  of  fuppofed 
advantage,  fanetioned  momentary  mifreprefen- 
tations  of  the  conduct  and  motives  of  the  parent 
ftate,  the  more  imperi/hable,  and  never  failing 
records   of  language,   cuftoms,   manners,    and 
jurifprudential  forms,  would  always  certify  that 
not  only  the  eftabluhment  of  the  Americans 
as  a  people,  but  the  foundation  of  their  moft 
valuable  focial  inftitutes,    were  derived   from 
G  reat  Bri  tain.     To  thefe,  at  every  period  of  the 
revolution,  and  in  every  project  of  a  new  go- 
vernment, they  inflexibly  adhered.     Trial  by 
jury,  fenatorial  representation,   liberty  of  the 
prefs,  and  habeas  corpus,  were,  in  their  defini- 
tion, not  modes  of  administration,  but  natural 
rights  of  man  ;  and  when  they  had  attained  in- 
dependence founded  on  thefe  principles,  it  was 
natural  to  expecl  that  every  motive  aiding  from 
fimilarity  of  principles,  wants,  feelings,  and  ex- 
ertions, would   induce  attachment  and  prefer- 
ence for  Great  Britain. 

But 
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chap.  But  thefe  caufes  could  not  be  fpeculated  on 
xlvi.  as  likely  to  produce  immediate  effects.  Al- 
though the  terms  of  peace  with  the  United 
States  were  remarkably  liberal  in  the  articles  of 
limits,  fisheries,  and  indeed  in  every  other  re- 
fpeer,  the  condition  of  the  country  was  neither 
fettled  nor  enviable. 

I\  the  eager  defire  of  the  Eritim  miniftiy 
and  people  to  derive  exciufive  advantages 
from  a  new  connexion  with  America,  the  wildeft 
tallies  of  imagination  were  indulged.  Inftead 
of  viewing  the  United  States,  in  the  fttuation 
they  had  elected,  as  a  foreign  country,  iome 
perfons  defined  them  by  the  whimiical  term  of 
a  people  fui  generis;  fy items  were  preferred 
to  experience,  raih  theory  to  fuccefsful  prac- 
tice ;  and  attempts  were  even  fanctioned  for 
abandoning  the  navigation  aft,  the  guardian 
of  Britiih  profperity.3  But  the  excellent  deli- 
berative forms  of  Britiih  legifiation,  and  the 
wholefome  freedom  of  the  preis,  prevented  this 
fatal  deiufion  from  producing  its  worft  effects. 
By  wifdom  in  difcuffmg  the  bills  prefented  to 
parliament,  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  a 
too  baity  decifion  were  averted  ;  and  the  tem- 
porary power  vetted  in  the  fovereign,  afforded 
time  for  obtaining  the  benefits  of  experience, 
inliead  of  forming  a  rath  judgment  on  the  bafis 
of  mere  fpeculation.  The  prefs  was  no  leis 
judicioufly  employed  in  obviating  popular 
errors,  and  proving,  by  the  beft  arguments 
drawn  from  analogy,,  companion,  and  calcula- 
tion, that  the  grcateft  advantages  would  be 
derived  from  American  commerce,  not  fry  wild 
cngernefs  or  imprudent  facrifices,  but  by  libe- 
rality mingled  with  prudence,  and  by  a  linn 
tenacioufnefs  of  the  rights  of  Great  Britain, 

a  Obfcrvations  on  the  Commerce  of  America,  by  lord  Sheffield,  c.  i. 

without 
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without  too  jealouily  precluding  the  claims  of  chap. 
America.6  J^ 

So  ox  after  the  fignature  of  the  definitive  ,7s3. 
ty,  the  Britiih  troops  evacuated  Charlef- 
town,  New  York,  and  the  few  oilier  remaining 
polls.  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  for  his  fer vices,  re- 
ceived a  peerage,  with  the  title  of  lord  Dor- 
c  he  iter. 

The  conorefs  literally  fulfilled  the  terms  of  Loyaiifls 
the   provifional   articles,    by   voting  a  recom-  }^°'blJea 
mendation  of  the  loyaiiits  in  the  very  words  of  Great 
the  treaty  ;  but  the  manner  of  this  cold  recom-  Britain. 
mendation  was  eiientially  different  from  thofe 
ardent  recommendations,  which  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  conteil  impelled  the  colonifts  to 
war  againit  the  parent  itate ;    it  was  in  courfe 
difregarded,  and  the  care  of  providing  for  its 
meritorious  objects   devolved  on  the  mother- 
country.     Claims  were  received  under  the  act 
pa(Ted  in  the  late  feiiion,  from  about  three  thou- 
land  heads  of  families;    two  thirds  of  which 
were  heard  and  determined  in  England,  the  re- 
mainder in  Nova  Scotia  or  Canada,  whither 
commiinoners  were  deputed.     The  grounds  of 
remuneration   were  lotles  of  real  or  perfonal 
eft  ate,  and  of  income  anting  from  offices,  pro- 
feiilons,  and  trade. 

The  amount  of  the  fir  ft  fpecies  of  claims  ex- 
ceeded ten  millions  fterling,  from  which  deduc- 
tions were  made  in  fmall  proportions,  leaving 
always  to  the  fufferer  means  of  independent 
fubfiftence;  the  liquidations  were  made  by  in- 

b  The  moft  diflingniuSed  and  ufeful  production  on  this  fubjecl, 
was  the  treatife  by  lord  Sheffield,  which  1  have  already  quoted.  It 
was  read  with  avidity  at  the  time,  and  can  never  be  perilled  but 
with  advantage  and  inftru£tion.  See  alio,  Opinions  on  interesting 
Subjects,  by  George  Chalmers,  Efq. 
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xcth  Mar. 


55th. 
Prudence 
of  Warn- 
ington. 


ftalments,  intereft  being  in  the  mean  time  al- 
lowed on  the  capital/ 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  claimants  demanded 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year ; 
about  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  of  which 
were  allowed,  and  vefted  in  life  annuities,  from 
twenty  to  five  hundred  pounds  each. 

But  although  the  American  ftates  had  ob- 
tamed  the  defired  boon  of  peace  and  indepen- 
dence, and  fecured  as  public  property  the  fpoils 
of  the  loyalifts,  they  found  their  troubles  not 
terminated  but  varied.  The  army,  by  which 
congrefs  had  been  enabled  to  attain  the  favourite 
objeels  of  their  willies,  and  who  had  encoun- 
tered incredible  hardihips  and  privations,  found 
themfelves  unrewarded  and  unpaid ;  and  did 
not  obtain  even  the  means  of  a  decent  fubfift- 
ence.  An  anonymous  publication  proved  a 
fufficient  incitement  to  impel  men  thus  fituated, 
and  in  poffefTion  of  arms,  to  acliveexertions  for 
their  own  benefit.  The  moft  formidable  effects 
were  apprehended  from  a  menaced  combination, 
but  averted  through  the  temperance  and  judg- 
ment of  Washington.  He  firft  mollified  the 
minds  of  the  officers,  in  feparate  interviews, 
and  afterwards,  in  a  general  meeting,  repre- 
fented  the  infamy  of  adopting  meafdres  which 
would  fully  the  glory  of  feven  years  fevice,  in 
fuch  glowing  colours,  that  they  unanimouily 
declared,  no  circumftance  of  -diftrefs  or  danger 
mould  make  their  confidence  in  the  juftice  of 
their  country,  and  that  they  viewed  with  ab- 


e  The  deductions  from  the  grofs  claims  were  made  as  follows. 
From  funis  not  exceeding  £.10,000  no  abatement;  from  £.  10,000 
to  £.  2^,000,  a  fmall  diminition,  which  was  progreflively  augmented 
to  the  largeft  demands.  Yet  after  all  drawbacks,  fome  claimants 
received  50,  fome  70,  and  one  £.  ioo,o<-o.  An  unparalleled  inftance 
of  magnanimity  and  juftice  in  a  nation  which  had  expended  nearly  a 
hundred  and  fifteen  millions  in  the  war. 

honence 
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horrence  and   rejected  with   difdain,  the  in  fa-   chap. 
mous  proportion  of  the  anonymous  addrefs.     xlvi. 
Wafliington  was  highly  applauded  for  his  con-    ^£7? 
duel  in  this  alarming  crifis  ;  and  the  legillative 
body,  inftrucled   by  recent  danger,  offered  to  fctdMar. 
the  officers  the  amount  of  five  years  full  pay 
in  money,  or  in  fecurities  bearing  intereft  at  fix 
per  cent,  inftead  of  the  half-pay  which  had  been 
promifed  them  for  life. 

Wh ex  the  officers  were  fatisfied,  a  confide-  26th May, 
rable  difficulty  liill  prefented  itfelf  in  difperfmg 
fo  large  a  body  of  foldiers ;  but  this  was  evaded 
by  granting  furloughs,  and  never  requiring 
thofe  who  held  them  to  return.  Thus  the  im- 
patience of  individuals  to  revifit  their  native 
homes,  dim  mimed  the  rifle  of  difbanding  an 
unpaid  army  ;  the  men,  without  means  of  meet- 
ins:  to  confer  on  grievances,  refumed  their 
fituations  as  hufbandmen  or  artificers,  and  for- 
got thofe  demands  which  the  country  was  un- 
able to  liquidate.  All  were  not,  however,  fo  zothjutw, 
eafily  fatisfied ;  eighty  of  the  Penfylvania  levies 
marched  from  Lancafter,  and  being  joined  by 
other  malcontents,  to  the  amount  of  three  hun- 
dred, repaired  to  the  ftate-houfe  at  Philadelphia 
in  martial  array,  placing  guards  at  the  doors, 
and  threatening  lignal  vengeance,  unlefs  their 
jult  demands  were  gratified  within  twenty 
minutes.  Congrefs,  however,  found  means  to 
temporize  with  thefe  mutineers,  until  general 
Wafliington  difpatched  a  fuperior  force,  which 
quelled  the  difrurbance.  Several  were  con- 
demned to  death  and  other  puniihments,  but 
afterwards  pardoned. 

At  a  late  period  of  the  year,  when  the  num-  i8thoa. 
hers  of  tlit*  collective  military  body  were  greatly  The 
aimmimed  by    permiltive    ablences,    congreis 
illued  a  proclamation,  applauding  their  armies 

for 
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chap,    for  having  difplayed,  in  the  progrefs  of  an  ar- 
\Siil/    duous  and   difficult  war,   every   military   and 
^783-      patriotic  virtue,  thanking  them  for  their  long, 
eminent,  and   faithful  fervices,  and  declaring 
the  third    of  November  the  day  of  their  dif- 
miffion.     With  great  difficulty,   four  months 
pay,  in  part  of  feveral  years  of  arrears,  were 
»d  Nov.      prefented  to   them.      On   the  day   preceding 
Wafting-    their  reparation,  the  general  iffued  his  v&ledie* 
well!  aie"    tory  orders,  in  endearing  language,  imploring 
"  the  choiceft   favours   of  heaven   on    thofe, 
who,  under  divine  aufpices,  had  fecured  innu- 
merable bleflings  to  others;"  he  announced  at 
the  fame  time  his  intention  to  retire  from  the 
ferviee ;    "  the  curtain  of  feparation  was  foon 
to  be   drawn,   and  the  military  fcene  to  him 
clofed  for  ever." 
25th.  After  affifting  at  a  fplendid  feftivalon  the 

His  retreat  evacuation  of  New  York,  the  general  took  an 
honours  affecting  leave  of  his  officers.  At  Annapolis, 
and  accb-  which  was  then  the  feat  of  con  Orel's,  he  refjgned 
his  commiffion,  with  an  animated  and  eloquent 
compliment,  into  the  hands  of  the  preiident ; 
having  previouily  delivered  to  the  comptroller 
in  Philadelphia,  in  his  own  hand  writing,  an 
account  of  the  public  monies  expended  by  him 
during  the  war,  which  did  not  amount  to  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds,  and  perfeveringin  his  original 
intention  to  decline  all  pecuniary  compeniation. 
In  his  journey  to  his  paternal  eftate  at  Mount 
Vernon,  he  was  faluted  at  every  town  and  vil- 
lage with  acclamations,  fire-works,  bon-fires, 
and  other  teftimonials  of  iov  and  conarratula- 
tion,  and  received  from  a  grateful  and  admiring 
people,  the  homage  of  numerous  affectionate 
addreffes.  Perhaps  no  perfonal  character  ever 
ftood  on  a  more  elevated  point  of  view,  than 
that  of  Waihington  at  this  period.  The  tri- 
3  umph 
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umph  of  the  American,  caufe  was  juftly  attri-  chap. 
buted  to  his  perfeverance,  prudence,  and  judg-     xlvi. 
ment;  and  his  felf-denial  formed  a  noble  and      ,7gs. 
dignified  example,  rarely  paralleled. 

Yet  fact)  is  the  natural  jealouiy  of  repub-  Cincinnati. 
lican  governments,  that  when  the  general  and 
his  officers  propofed  to  perpetuate  their  friend- 
ship by  the  eftablimment  of  a  ibeiety  called 
Cincinnati,  the  whole  continent  took  alarm. 
It  was  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  introduce 
into  the  ftate  a  military  order ;  and  the  pro- 
pofition  to  admit  the  progeny  of  the  founders 
of  American  freedom  into  the  focietv,  was 
confidered  as  a  firlt  ftep  towards  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  an  hereditary  nobility  :  the  uibjeefc 
was  aimied  with  fo  much  heat,  that  the  ex- 
tenlion  of  the  aifociation  beyond  the  perfons 
of  the  founders  was  abandoned  ;  and  the  pro- 
ject has  no  traces  of  exiitence,  but  in  name 
and  memory. d 

Although  the  grofs  fum  of  their  debt  ap-  Debts  ana 
peared  triflingr,    yet  the  pecuniary    embarrafs-  ^nbarraff- 

i  o       */  x  ».  ixitnis  or 

ments  of  the  United  States  prefented  great  America, 
difficulties,  even  in  temporary  arrangement, 
and  threatened  to  prove  a  permanent  bar  to 
their  future  profperity.  Their  domeftic  debt 
was  fomewhat  above  thirty-four  millions  of 
dollars,  orfeven  millions  fix  hundred  thoufancf 
pounds  fterling.  To  France  America  was  in- 
debted for  pecuniary  aids,  eighteen  millions 
of  livres, e  which  it  was  agreed  to  liquidate 
by  iiiltahnents,  with  intereft  at  five  per  cent,  in 
twelve  years.     A  further  fum  of   five  millions 

*  See  Confideraticns  on  the  Society  or  Order  of  Cincinnati,  by 
Caffins,  fuppofed  to  be  TEdanus  Burke,  one  of  the  chief"  jufiices  of 
South  Carolina  ;  and,  Obiervations  by  an  oblcui'e  Individual,  both 
printed  at  Philadelphia  in  1783. 

c   7    -,500  pounds  fterling. 
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chap,  of  florins,  or  ten  millions  of  livres, f  for  which 
xLvr.  t]ie  king  of  France  ftood  jointly  engaged  with 
1733.  congrefs  to  the  States  of  Holland,  was  to  be 
paid,  with  fimilar  interefr,  in  five  years.  Their 
remaining  foreign  debts  amounted  to  about 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  The 
limited  authorities  of  congrefs,  and  the  difere- 
tionary  powers  of  the  feveral  provinces,  formed 
great  impediments  to  the  funding  of  this  fum  : 
to  a  fcheme  formed  by  the  general  legiflature, 
fome  acceded  totally,  and  fome  partially  ; 
while  others  withheld  their  confent  from  any 
meafure  which  had  a  tendency  to  lodge  the 
purfe  and  the  fword  in  the  fame  hands,  and 
refifted,  by  force  of  arms,  the  agents  employed 
by  congrefs  to  collect  the  levies.  In  vain  were 
exhortations  and  pathethic  addreffes  ilTued, 
invoking  the  public  juftice,  and  appealing  to 
the  honour  of  the  country  ;  the  difregard  of 
iuch  motives,  when  incompatible  with  private 
intereft,  had  been  fo  long  fanelioned,  that 
iuch  appeals  met  with  little  regard;  and  the 
impotency  of  government  and  diihonefty  of 
the  people,  afforded  ferious  apprehenlions  of  ge- 
neral bankruptcy.  Under  iuch  alarms,  in- 
creafed  by  the  violation  of  public  faith,  the 
force  of  private  obligations  was  dreadfully 
diminished ;  government  contracts  were  fold 
for  a  tenth  part  of  their  nominal  value,  and 
all  -was  fpeculation,  fraud,  injustice,  and  ra- 
pine. 

The  eagernefs  of  European  powers  to  obtain 
a  preference  in  the  boafted  commerce  of  Ame- 
rica, added  to  thefe  evils.  An  inundation  of 
manufactures,  tendered  on  eaty  terms  of  cre- 
dit,  tempted  the  merchants  to  adventure  in 
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purcliafes  much  exceeding  their  powers  of  CHT^P- 
payment.  Debts  were  contracted  by  fome  to  s^V 
the  full  amount  of  their  claims  on  the  Amen-  I?8j 
can  government ;  while  the  daily  depreciation 
of  government  fecurity  involved  the  demands 
of  individuals  in  the  general  ftatc  of  confufed 
fpeculation.  Thofe  who  were  indebted  to  Bri- 
tifli  merchants  for  contracts  before  the  war, 
were  additionally  diftrened.  By  the  terms  of 
the  peace  all  thefe  debts  were  to  be  paid; 
money  was  the  only  medium,  mice  no  hope 
could  exift  that  a  depreciated  paper  currency 
would  be  accepted  by  the  merchant  whom  a 
long  and  hazardous  war  had  greatly  injured 
by  delay  and  rifle.  Thus  fpecie  rapidly  difap- 
peared  ;  while  the  means  of  reftoring  it  were 
fuppreffed  by  the  new  circumftances  of  Ame- 
rica, in  confequence  of  her  fepaiation  from  the 
mother  country.  Commercial  treaties  were 
formed  with  Sweden,  Pruffia,  and  the  emperor 
of  Morocco ;  but  the  attempts  to  negotiate 
with  Great  Britain  were  for  fome  time  un- 
fuccefsful.  The  intercourfe  with  the  Weft 
India  Iflands,  from  which,  as  colonies,  they 
derived  large  fupplies  of  gold  and  nlver,  was 
of  courfe  prohibited  by  the  colonial  and 
navigation  fyftem  of  Great  Britain ;  their  fishe- 
ries were  unproductive  in  confequence  of 
the  want  of  the  fame  favourable  markets,  and 
the  difcontinuance  of  Britifh  bounties;  and 
their  maritime  weaknefp  rendered  unavailing 
their  liberty  of  traffic  in  the  Mediterranean, 
where  they  could  no  longer  protect  themfelves 
againft  the  Algerinc  corfairs.  Thus  unrounded 
by  calamity,  terror,  and  poverty,  the  people 
viewed  with  difguft  the  independence  which 
they  had  been  taught  fo  highly  to  appreciate  ; 
they  held  a  degraded  and  precarious  rank 
vol.  in.  Q  Q  amoisg 
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the  powers  of  the  univerfe,  nor  did 
they  emerge  from  their  difgraceful  fituation, 
till  experience  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  a 
permanent  and  general  government,  fufficiently 
itrong  to  coerce  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  fufficiently  refpected  to  reflrain 
the  efrufions  of  vifionary  theory.  Then  was 
Wamington  again  called  from  his  domeftic 
retreat,  to  guide  by  his  wifdom  thofe  councils 
which  owed  their  authority  to  his  valour ; e 
and  then  the  government  of  America  aflumed 
liability,  and  acquired  refpect. h 

The  powers  of  Europe,  who  had  joined 
without  provocation  in  an  infamous  confpiracy 
againft  Great  Britain,  faw,  even  in  their  fuc- 
cefs,  no  great  caufe  for  felf-gratulation.  They 
had  brought  the  rival  country  to  the  neceffity 
of  accepting  terms  of  peace,  which  her  own 
legiflators  had  cenfured ;  but  the  triumph  was 
not  attended  with  correfpondent  advantages. 
If  the  hope  of  fupplanting  or  even  rivalling 
Great  Britain  in  the  American  trade  animated 
their  efforts ;  their  expectations  received  a 
fevere  mock,  even  in  the  progrefs  of  the  con- 
teft,  when  Mr.  Laurens  expended  the  money 
lent  by  France  in  the  purchafe  of  Britifli  ma- 
nufactures, juftifyinghis  conduct,  by  pleading 
his  duty  to  buy  the  belt,  and  cheapen:  com- 
modities. j  If  the  expectation  of  reducing 
England  to  bankruptcy,  or  defpair,  influenced 
their  -conduct  ;  they  muft  have  feen  with  afto- 


8   In  1789. 

h  Chiefly  from  Ramfay,  vol.  !i.  chapters  xxvi.  and  xxvii.  I  have 
alfo  confulted  Stedman,  chapter  xlvi.  and  the  papers  in  the  Annual 
Regifter  and  the  Remembrancer. 

»  See  lord  Sheffield's  Obfervations  on  American  Commerce,  and 
alfo,the  Commerce  of  America  with  Europe,  by  Briilbtand  Claviere, 
p.  119.     Englifh  translation. 
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nimment  and  anguifh  the  noble  exertion  of  CJJ  yTp* 
national  juftice  in  behalf  of  the  loyalifts,  to  ^-Y  J 
whofe  claims  was  devoted  a  larger  fum  than     x783« 
the  whole  debt  which  rendered  America  infol- 
vent ;   and  have   beheld   with   furprife   thofe 
public  and  private  exertions  which  promifed 
to  efface   the  memory  of  a  long  conteft,  by 
providing  ample  funds  for  paying  the  intereft 
of  the  increafed  debt,  and  by  giving  unprece- 
dented extenfion  and  vigour  to  commerce. 

If  the  hope  of  ruining  England  inftigated  France. 
France,  me  met,  in  the  immediate  confequences 
of  her  attack,  the  juft  punimment  of  her  per- 
fidy. The  ruined  ftate  of  her  finances  rendered 
her  the  prey  of  fpeculifts,  and  the  fcorn  of 
Europe.  Hardly  was  the  definitive  treaty  ex- 
ecuted when  the  Paris  bank,  called  the  Caiffe  *<*  oa. 
d Efcompte,  was  declared  infolvent ;  and  the 
people  difcovered,  that  the  abfurd  fyftem  of 
economy,  and  avoiding  of  taxes,  on  which  the 
war  had  been  conducted,  was  founded  in  de- 
lufion,  and  led  only  to  ruin  and  difgrace.  In 
a  further  political  refult,  the  French  govern- 
ment fuffered  ftill  more  feverely  for  having 
efpouied  the  American  revolution  ;  to  that 
important  confcquence  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  hiftorian  at  this  period  of  his  work  fpecifi- 
cally  to  revert;  furnce  it  to  remark,  that  while 
foeoulations  in  finance,  morality,  and  religion, 
tended  to  raife  feverifh  anxiety,  reprefs  virtuous 
conduct,  and  propagate  general  infidelity ; 
the  caufe  of  eftabliihed  government  was  daily 
differing  by  the  influence  and  example  of  thofe, 
who,  having  acted  in  the  American  revolution, 
and  taking  its  events  for  their  theme,  made 
difgracefal  companions,  and  in  the  difcufiion 
of  abitraet  theories, imparted  to  a  numerous  fac- 
tion in  France  hopes  of  a  radical  change,  and  a 

o,  q  <2  new 
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new  government,  if  not  abfolutely  republican* 
yet  on  a  republican  model. 

Spain,  difappointed  in  all  the  objects  of  the 
war,  her  exchequer  beggared  by  its  progrefs, 
and  neither  of  the  propofed  indemnities,  Ja* 
maica  or  Gibraltar,  obtained,  remained  in  a 
ftate  of  inert  liftlefinefs,*  awaiting  the  repara- 
tion of  her  fufferings  rather  from  time  than 
exertion,  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb,  without 
a  political  fyftem  of  her  own,  but  a  veering 
weathercock,  ready  to  be  actuated  by  every 
guft  from  France. 

Holland,  in  admitting  the  afcendency  of 
the  French  party  in  her  counfels,  began  to 
experience  the  truth  of  a  prophecy  by  Van 
Beuning,  her  old  patriotic  fupporter  againft 
the  force  of  Louis  XIV. ;  that  whenever  me 
iliould  forego  her  connexion  with  England, 
fhe  might  date  from  that  day  the  lofs  of  her 
political  importance.  Holland  was  the  only 
power  in  the  confederacy  againft  Great  Britain, 
who  paid  for  her  treachery  by  an  uncompen- 
fated  furrender  of  territorv :  her  fituation  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  was  truly  deplora- 
ble ;  all  her  colonies,  which  had  been  taken 
by  England,  were  recaptured  by  France,  and 
formed  a  depofit  in  the  hands  of  that  crafty 
power,  to  inline  placid  obedience  to  fuch  terms 
as  advantage  might  dictate.  Holland,  thus 
obliged  to  fubmit,  remained  without  a  compen- 
sation for  the  ruin  of  her  commerce,  and  plun- 
der of  her  fettlements,  and  an  indignant  wit- 
nefs  of  her  own  degradation,  in  confequence  of 
the  augmenting  importance  of  Oftend. 
Conduft  of  In  granting  numerous  freedoms  of  the  town 
the  impenai  aT3f|  p0rt  Qf  Oftend,  the  emperor  fagacioufly 
derived  advantage  from  his  neutrality  ;  but  his 
general  conduct  did  not  difplay  a  fcheme  of 
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enlarged ormagnanimouspolitics.  Henolonger  chap. 
followed  the  fyftem  of  refitting  the  encroach-  ^^J 
ments  of  great  powers  on  the  political  balance  1783. 
of  Europe,  but  evading  the  difficulties  of  an 
unproductive  conteft,  adopted,  in  combination 
with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  the  mean  policy  of 
attacking  the  weak,  in  hopes  to  augment  his 
flrength  by  their  plunder.  A  joint  attack  on  the 
Turks  was  meditated  ;  and  in  the  eager  purfuit 
of  that  object,  a  defire  to  avoid  offence,  oc- 
cafioned  a  tacit  renunciation  of  the  new  naval 
code.  The  principles  were  mentioned  by  the 
mediators  of  the  definitive  treaty ;  but  Mr. 
Fitzherbert,  admoniihed  by  Sir  James  Harris, 
refifted  the  introduction  of  the  fyftem,  and  con- 
vinced M.  de  Breteuil,  that  it  was  not  iefs  in- 
jurious to  the  interefts  of  France,  than  to  thofe 
of  England. 

Perhaps  the  acquiefcence  of  the  imperial  G«atBn« 
courts  on  this  fubject,  originated  in  the  hope  of 
interefting    Great   Britain    in    their   projected 
conteft;  but  the  mini ftry,  relenting  the  evaiive 
and  felfim  policy  purfued  by  thofe  powers  dur- 
ing the  war,  refilled  to  comply  with  their  views, 
unlefs  fome  more  frank  and  decisive  mode  of 
conduct  was   adopted.     Mr.  Fox  enjoined  the 
JBritifh  minifter  at  Vienna,  to  obferve  a  cautious 
referve,  and  evade  inquiutive  interrogatories. 
He  was  to  employ  his  fagacity  in  difcovering 
the  true  fituation  of  affairs  between  France,  and 
Audita  ;    and  if  there  fliould  appear  a  probabi- 
lity of  difiblving  that  connexion,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  Englifh  minifters  to  promote  fo 
defirable  an  object.     "  The   line    of  conduct 
marked  out  for  you,''  he  obferved   "  is  briefly 
this:   every  thing  is  to  be  laid  and   done,  that 
can  contribute  to  break  the  connexion  between 
prance   and   Auftria.      When    that  connexion 
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mall  be  broken,  every  afTiftance  will  be  given 
mort  of  actual  war;   till  that  connexion,  fhall 

be  broken nothing." k 

These  prudent  refolutions  were  no  lefs  be- 
coming than  necefTary  to  Great  Britain,  after 
fo  expeniive  a  war,  in  which  me  had  been  fo 
nnjuftly  attacked,  and   her  interefts  fo  bafely 


tleierted  bv  thofe 


who  owed  her  the 


powers, 

greateft  obligations.  The  national  debt  was 
increafed  during  the  conteft  by  nearly  a  hun- 
dred and  fixteen  millions  of  money;  but  the 
good  faith  of  the  nation,  purfued  without  devia- 
tion, and  ihewn  in  every  crifis,  facilitated  the 
difcovery  of  refources  for  fecuring  the  intereft, 
and  finally  annihilating  the  principal  of  this 
enormous  burthen.  The  exigency  required, 
however,  to  be  met  with  firmnefs,  wifdom,  and 
temperance;  as  even  the  flighteft  agitation  of 
the  public  mind  on  fo  delicate  a  topic,  would 
have  been  attended  with  fatal  confequences. 

Eveky  advantage  might  be  expected  from 
the  national  honour,  and  from  the  perfonal 
character  of  the  fovereign,  whofe  love  of  peace 
could  only  be  fufpended  by  the  purfuit  of 
honour  and  of  juftice.  When  he  had  reluc- 
tantly adopted  the  refolution,  which  proved 
the  means  of  ending  the  war,  it  became  a  part 
of  his  fyftem;  and  the  fame  upright  firmnefs 
of  mind,  which  made  him  unwilling;  to  receive 
terms  of  peace,  attended  with  a  difmemberment 
of  his  hereditary  dominions,  rendered  him 
ftrenuous  in  adhering  to  them,  when  impofed 
by  neceffity,  and  the  voice  of  his  people.  His 
majefty's  views  on  this  iubjecl  were  clearly  and 
nobly  explained,  when  Mr.  Adams,  as  envoy 
from  the  United  Staf.es  of  America,  obtained 
his  full  audience^     The  king  declared,  he  an- 

k  Letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  fecretary  of  ftate,  to  Sir  R.  M.  Keith. 

ticipated 


GEORGE    III.  r>99 

ticipated  the  interview  as  the  moit  critical  mo-  chap. 
merit  of  his  life,  but  he  received  the  new  xlvi. 
minifter  with  gracious  affability.  <;  I  was  the  1785. 
laft  man  in  the  kingdom,  Sir,"  he  faid,  "  to 
confent  to  the  independence  of  America;  but 
now  it  is  granted,  I  iha.ll  be  the  laft  man  in  the 
world  to  fanction  a  violation  of  it."  This 
noble  and  dignified  fentiment,  joined  with  the 
general  deportment  of  the  king,  formed  iuch 
a  refutation  of  the  calumnies  again  ft  him,  by 
which  revolt  had  been  rendered  popular,  that 
Mr.  Adams  retired  agitated  and  affected  in  the 
higheft  degree  ;  he  expreilcd,  before  he  quitted 
the  palace,  his  fenfe  of  the  king's  gracious 
demeanour,  and  always  retained  a  ftrong*  at- 
tachment to  his  perfon  and  character.1 

Other  fubjects  unconnected  with  war,  peace, 
or  finance,  engaged  the  utmoft  vigour  of  fpe- 
culation  and  rage  of  difciuYion.  Party  con- 
tents were  now  purfued  with  unufual  acrimony; 
the  rage  of  reform  extended  to  the  very  baiis  and 
vitals  of  the  conftitution.  The  affairs  of  India, 
which  had  been  for  a  coniiderable  time  in  a 
ftate  of  inveftigation,  foon  claimed  uncommon 
exertions  on  the  part  of  the  legiilature,  while 
new  objects  ariiing  in  the  political  horizon,  led 
to  an  era  (till  more  eventful  and  momentous, 
than  that  to  which  the  attention  of  the  reader 
has  been  directed. 

Reviewing  the  peri  del  comprized  in  the  Gene.,, 
prefent  narrative,  we  find  the  kingdom  in-  rc|naiks, 
volvcd  in  difficulties  of  the  utmoft  magnitude. 
A  combination  of  talent  and  influence,  form- 
ing an  oppolition  to  the  court,  which  drove 
from  the  helm,  in  eight  years,  five  lifts  of  mi- 
ni Iters,  befnlesoccafioningfubordinate  changes; 
the  populace  impelled  to  the  extremes  of  vio- 

:  From  private  information, 
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Icncc,  and  the  verge  of  infurrecfcion,  while  the  ad- 
minlftration  of  the  laws  appeared  too  feeble  to 
reilrain  their  exceffes;  the  liability  of  govern- 
ment fcarcely  reftored,  when  the  paffions  of  the 
nation  were  engaged  bv  a  rebellion  in  theAmc- 
riean  colonies,  aided  in  its  progrefs  by  thofe 
who  are  called  the  natural  enemies,  and  thofe 
who  ought  to  be  the  natural  allies  of  Great 
Britain  ;  the  contentions  of  party  maintained 
during  this  conflict  with  increafed  fervour,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  revolters  juftmed  and  ap- 
plauded by  able  and  refolute  parliamentary 
advocates  ;  the  Avar  unfuccefsful,  the  peace 
cenfured  as  inglorious  ;  yet  the  occupations  of 
commerce,  the  calls  of  juftice,  the  duties  of  the 
iubject,  and  the  cares  of  government,  purfued 
with  unabated  vigour  and  philofophic  tempe- 
rance. What  could  produce  thefe  aftoniihing 
eifecls  ?  what  enfure,  in  fuch  a  crifis,  the  fafety 
both  of  government  and  liberty,  but  the  fpirit 
of  the  Britifh  constitution,  fo  admirably  adapted 
to  the  prefervation  of  both  ?  Protected  by  that 
conilitution,  all  clafies  concurred  in  their  en- 
deavours to  heal  the  wounds  inflicted  by  war 
in  the  bofom  of  their  country,  and  foon  found 
their  cares  repaid  with  fuccefs  beyond  their 
pes.  Iloftile  confederacies  may  again  me- 
nace,  and  internal  dilTenfions  may  again  plant 
inveteracy  between  leaders  of  political  parties; 
but  the  great  interests  of  theftate,  the  ftability 
of  law,  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  freedom, 
ran  never  be  impaired,  while  Great  Britain 
preferves  inviolate  that  fource  of  greatnefs, 
and  fpring  of  happinefs, — her  ineftimable  con- 
ilitution. 


FINIS. 


Like  Harford,  Printer, 
Great  Turnftile,  L;ncoln's-Inn  Fields, 
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